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Comment. V. Sect. V|
Foelicitas Ecclefix, fideique propagatio fub Conftantino Magno

delcribitur.
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S ECTIO Vi :

Vim veeam fitillud,quod facrarum licerarum monumentis confignatum -
legimus Prouerb.zt.Sschtdinyfionesaquarnm, itd cor regis i mumsu Domins: gwo- Proner.2z.x,

ﬂm?;,,u;,imm,im!'mn!:ir:.ﬁ'mi:Con&:lntinus Mag:}usluis fackis expreflic,que non-
nifi fleckente, & inclinante coreins Domino efhicere omnine potuiffer : ad arcas
na verd divinz prouidentizpertinet,qubd nullum (wpetiorum Romani Impe-
rijprincipum Deus ad tancgfmlicitar}s faftigiumeeligereinfticuerit, vt eximiis,
& praclaris officiis apud vniuerfam Eccleliam collocatis miro fibi miodo Dei
amprem, & benenslesfiam conciliaret,nifi vnum Conltantinum, cui id ﬁngu-
larebeneficium deindaftoia, §eur Sauli R egi dixit olim Samuel, fervatum fuin
Prazcelleritomnesilli,quos commemorauimus,procellofi graviffimaram per-
fecutionum turbines,curbulentzque cempeltates {zuientibus fubinde tyrannis
excitate, fidelium pacemyper vniuerlasimperijprouincias turbanerant : eadern
futentinm ventorum procella: Chriftianorum templa in Dei culeum magnis
vbiquefumptibus,laboribi{que ere@aradicitus conuulferar , 8delesiphi vi de-
bacchantium turbinumabrepti exquifitisvbique cruciatibus difcerpei, acdila«
niati omnia{olacerraram, in quibus gratfabatur tempeftas, fanguine fuo per
fummam impietatem fufo milerrimé cruentabant:denique nox acra czlum, fo-
Iémqueoculiseripiens cum fummo omnium meerore, & ludtu vniuerfz Ecelew
fiz incubabat:cim Cenfantinus Magnusfauftis, acfeelicibus celeftis numinis
aulpiciis ranquam lol Eccleliz folgentiffimas illuxic; qui di['iulﬁs tenebris {us
Jiice, 8 I'picudq te Ecclefiz celum collultrauit, \rcnm:umir{hi uityim, tempe-
ftatem (edauit, collaplanon modo templa irerumerexic, fed alia de nouo verd
imperatorialiberalitate, & munificentia multoilluftriora, opulentioraque per

Chriltianos ediéta omniarefcidit,nonique fanxitarque vulgauvicilluftriflimam
religionis noftre commendationem, eximiafque ﬁdcfllium fauores, Scprivilegie
continentia: cx quibus idcirco operEpretium duximusnonnulla decerpere, vt
omues videant, quanto iure prafentem vifionemad Conftantinum Magnum
referendam atbitremur.

Eftigitur huiufmodi Conftantini edi¢tum pro Chriftianis apud Eufebiumli- 11

Conflantin

beo {ecundo deviea Conftantini.7ifor Conflantings Maximus Auguflus Prowincialst
bis Paliflinie. Coim tam grasisimpietas reshimanes sccnparer , ac B _eSpublics quafipefiiferd

wodam morbe penitus perdendapericlitareturvide guadnamlesiamen Dewsiberarionémgne
wimalisexeogirarée: Minifleysum meum voluntari (e accommodmm reguifinir,gniinde a mari
Britannico,cx"Mis orbs partibisorfiss,potentiore guaduam vivtwre cuntla illa , giia orbem pre=
mebant,malarepulitTot fimul o gentés humansum ad fanttifemalegis culturam meo infhitn-
tums minifterio rewocareti o fides bearifimafib poriore dnclorecrefieres : band enim fic in-
fratws cffe velim vt debitamgratiam , optimum [eslices minifferinm negligam | boc mikido
mum conceffim credens,per quodetiam ad Oricurivfgue regiones progrellus fum. Quiotghétita-
queprapterea guad honsrem cleftimumini debitim,ac fidens non neglexerint , ens [eipfos torss
animis confEerarunt, faiss indicwm fensentiss (ubsefspasriam exilse commmntarnnt guib o
e temparibusid perpef3s fins,velfi gws cuvialinm caralogo adnnmerasi fnt , priovem wlornm

I

omnem imperij ditionem exadificauit, fuperiorum Imperatorum aduerfus . |
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356 fm' Apocalyfim ! Caput [eptimsim.
s THErHIN 110N q.:'imﬂmm,f.u'pﬂ.triiifoe'#,-lrﬂrgfurw qﬂfﬂfrr{?ir#ii, omnism hiberators Des
L-Ir.-.r:'.srm.il nfffr::rﬁf'cg?fﬂdﬂf:-ﬂf_ﬂf”# éiﬂﬁf“ﬁ{}ﬂfﬁm—,@‘ ﬂﬂiﬂfiﬁrmfdrnfrdrum 145t o
v opprefis mriﬂs"ff:mdm Fattenws vitam rger.msr,r,r' antiquis [edibus co sgnationtbus, e facnlta-
tibus redditd Distina beneficentid civm gasidio ‘:f!rfnldumr.Q_l_h'mu'.tmgwfgu-rinﬁa’k pracer
animi fententiam detinentur,hacpramdentia moftra frsi pracipimm , vt qui hattenws difficrli-
Liks m'o:urmmIe:i{id:c;rmmﬂuim ¢l uﬁmgrffmrﬂﬂ!,i»dma‘mf,vimm‘tnxﬁff:ga’tucl;&:r#ri
sucundiffimis efelocis reflituentes ficusidefiderant compotes enadant:cr gus panpercnlam vi-
dam muleo temparen ﬁr;{,‘fgusrgcmﬂr,bi{ﬂffdé,drr?:{m adfBasresierfi, ex curs in poffersim
Itberi abfque mets apud nos vinant,gui nos Des € ITIAINTL € credimus effe ferues, Qusta
quaLigTrur ita condemnarifunt, vt in laboriefismeta {amm eﬁr:mh!ahrmr,wf sperib n:fué[:'-
cisfermiant continvoslaboresdylci otiv faciliorigue vita commutantes immoderatas [sborum
meleftiasin placidam guictem conwertant, Quin etiamfi qui olims milivaribw digniratibus pro«
bar 1llis proprer aerocem, ¢ .-'m.ug?am caufum exciderant , ee giiod dinina co m'rimu_ eonfefs
fiomem d{gnimri,gum&ié:&aar,pmminmr,.‘»rﬂm Uiberwm fit eybitpso el fi milisam affe-
&antin gradu,que fcrant , mancre , velcwm 59#0”}:‘1##11@3&5: in libertateagere :decet
enim v quitantdm magnimitatem adserfis obielta pericuts s_!ﬂe.ndfr, Ii.riej. Swoler, e honsre
prospfimsarbitriofrudinr. Ad hacguotguor nebilirats 1?""5“""" prisaty ralem aliguspalte
wdscwm (finnernntfententiam vt velin &!ﬂlr:.ﬂ, vel texendsafficinas sniels insucnndum,
dc mifevum Laborem [erant bi cnm bonerum,guibusantea potigifuerant , tum bbgriazis bonis
gqlddfpﬂ:,w' ad '&m;‘ﬁnﬂ di‘;nmmnawﬂi coimomni deinceps anims alderitare vitam du-
cant: e qus libereate in feruimstem commautata infuetaminifieris sbivefe deplorar, vepare quid
Jisbiro fe& libers [erunm faltum effevideat, prifiina fecundwm prafens hoc oftrum inftiratim
libertate recepta genitorsbusfiis fefe reflitsat eofquiclabares obeat , qui Libersim bominem de~
eent, L Adysiendafins antem facnlsares, non quibss varin fine , € aliss de canfis Iprimri,
Jed fine guidam optimo , dc dininemarsyry certaminetolerato imperterritd , ¢ virils mente
benorum Sholiasionem (uflinnerunt , €2 in confefiione perdurantes aternam fibi ipfis [fpens
compararnnt, finc alighe demigrare coalti, € quontams perfecutoribss mon cefferune , e
fdem perderent | facultatibns fise prinati fune : vel f quidam morts admdicats Sholine
tisnems banorsm [usrnm twlernns : horum faculrares :n{mtri: reflituendas effe precipims,
Eft antem emnine copnitw fucile, quibus propinguioribus inter c:ég‘m:u: bereditatescom-
perant , cum de bis ipfelegesfatuant. Sivero nems ex propingusoribus fuperfles fuerit , ita
ot nemoadfic, e martyrim fise confeflortim, fine corsems , qui ob eisfmeds canfammn exiliums
amandati [unt , bares cuisifaue loci Ecclefiaperpetsio depurara fic ad esns fuccefiionis hare-
dstatem :necerit id vllo patto graue morinis , fi camfortiantwir haredem . cwisis gratia om=
nis generis labores pertulere : quod f§ predifiornm aligni de facwltatsbus nonnibil, qui-
busvelnerunt., fdrrgir;fwrint, !ﬁlfunicmﬁnﬂ:mﬁm gﬂlerupr:'aifﬁ; m.ﬁm.ﬁfﬂ‘.}ﬁip. Ne
ers exror aliguis in hac appareat edifto , fed in prompis frcuuis, guod aquum eff, cogmof-
cere , [erendim eff rmm'&u:ﬁam‘gmm o ftie domsim ,_f:clt borstim yvelaliud quid predsitoruns
pilledering, bensm spfis, € vislefore , veid confiteantsiy, e tllis quam cicifiime reflitnant.
Quapropter etium fl wideantsr gitidam dllorum ex iniwfla poffefiene mieltups tnliffe emol-
IS hRiksrepetitionen nosnonindicamms effeinffum 34 Lamen , b ipfi quaram | €7 up=
de eollegerint,agnofeentes, sgnofcifibi & nobusperant. Ouecungue Eccleus relle competerevie
d'e.{um:ur,ﬁmimmﬁnr,fﬂd pofiidentur fineagri, fine borts, fueslic quacnmguenulls o<
T i c{m'r.trrmJ‘.-.a:.l:rra;.-:rmu):r.",r'm'rdfmr}:.es:o ofed cuntiss fﬂf;gr; permancntibus reffis
o pracipimusiguin o ipfa loca . que martyrin funs corporcbis binoracs, € menumenid
Lhorsofifeceffusexfiuntigmifnam Ecclefiss comperere dubitabisfima nonprecipieretian: , quags
dy mec melins fir donwm negne grasisfer labor s pliifane vtilicatishabens , quam dimsnodi-
rigentefpurisn de bis pebuseflefslicitum ., ac'and malis (spt pratextibns a ﬂ-ﬂllﬂ-(ﬁﬁ.llmil ;.u'rr'r
il




Comment. V. Sed. V. 359
ublata , [anthis Ecclefiis velieuere , acvindicare? Ottoniam igirwr enrdentifimis, e elariffi-
wic demonflrationibus omnipstents Dei vartwe vefblenduic , admonitionibufque fimul,er au-
xilys, que propeer mecrebro conferre dignatnseft , guibus molefliams illam , qug anteavni
werfus res bumansi sbtinebat, ex uniwerfs orbe, qus fub celo oft , expells canfigit, fingulique
idm , e oninerfi fimul diligenticnraconfiderant , guenem fie illa poteftas , que emenyillnd,
wrira dicam , flagitiofifimornm hominwns amsolita eff, € enertit, bonoram vero Laritiam re-
siocatam sd qhafins regiones abunde praroganit , gc rarfue dininam illam legem cum omni
renicrentid connensenter coli, illifaue, qus f¢ spfos adboc confeerarunt vt hanc conkenienter
colant ,plemam poseftatems Largicacft, quiperinde argne € denfs quadam caligine canfpicinnt,
perSpicham literarum [eientiam nalhs connenientems pofibac culrum ,piiemgue , ¢~ confen-
tientem honorens circa eandems oftendent. » &

Atque hzc quidem ad Palzftinos Conftantinu$: quz omnia imperabat, per-

fedta funt. Doinde verdGentibus per prouincias {parfisduces mittebat maiotiex

parte falutari fideimbaflos; qui verd Gentilifmum fapere videbantur, iis(acri-
ficandi falcuras negabatur. Fadem lex Duces, ac refidesica frenabac, veeis fi
Chriftiani effent, iniungeret, vetam excellentiappellationi facta rcfpondercnt;ﬁ
verd aliter elfentanimati, omnind fimulachrorum cultum interdiceret: Pofted
duzaliz quoque leges Jace funt, quaram vna prohlbebac vaiuerfis idolorum
cultum  sltera mandabat veoratoriotum, quedicebantur,zdificia erigerentur,
templaantei vel diruca, vel collapfa inftaurarentur, alidque déhouo tum quoad
langitudincm,mm quoadlaticudinem ampla L8 magniﬁca extruerentut: néq_uc:
hacin refumptibus, & expenfis vlla ratione parceretur, fed fi opus efler exipfis
Imperatoristhelauris, & vedtigalibus necellariz pecuniz fuppeditarentur: qua
derelibechocloco adfcribere ediftum, quod ad Eufcbium Cxfarex Paleftine

Epifcopum mifit, vt ipfemet teftatur {ccundo libro devita Conftantini. 7iffor Litere Con=
Confltntinus Maximus Awgnfus Enfehio : Quam ad hoc ofgile temporis impia sl fencentie, Jhantiniad

tyrannidegue minifires fernarers perfequente canttarsm int Ecclefarum adificsa velproprer
ineupiam babefattata , vel metw imminentis smiguitati vendibilis , de vilia reddinet, cognons,
o= accurare mneellexi, frater deleftifsme. Lam vero liberrate reddivs , acdracone slo a K ei-
ublice gubernationemaximi Dei prowidentia ;moflrdque eperd expulls cunttisarbitror ma-
nifeftans cffe faltam Dininam pstentiam ,eifque qus velmetw , vel incredulivate in peccara
quadam incidernnt yadveram e yelfam vire conflisutionem accefluros, Osotquiat J::gf.*ur
Ecelefiis vel -"Ff.: prees; vel alios fitis qiefgue bock Epifcopos, Presbyterss, vel Digconos prea-
effe mofts , admone | vt Jih:gm.tu fintcires E:;kﬁamm Frrtﬂm.&f, ac el exiftenres reflan-
rent, vel anfhioresreddant , vel vhi neceflitas EXIgT s Nowds adificent. Petes werd £ ipfe, €
alg per te & prefidibus, magifiratibifgue prousncialibus ea , que neceffaria fine : bis epim
feriptumeft, vt omns promptitadine, que & fantiicate tas dicwntur, admimfirent. Hacad
Eufebium.Praterexquoniam error idololatriz pradeceiloresfuos occupauerar,
Catholicz fidei doétrinam mificad omnium gentium Prouinciales,monens {fub-
-ditos, vt Deum recum omnium auétorem cognu[_ccrc::t,Chl‘i&ﬁmqu: feruaco-
remample@erentur, palimque nuncuparent , vepatetex peculiari ¢a dere im-
periali editto, qllodhabesapud Eufebiumloco pauld antecitato.
Depropagatione ®erd fidei (ub Conftantina ﬁmc {cribit Sozomenus libr. 2.
cap.6. Difficile eflinquit, fingula conferibere: guamplurima fignidem ¢ alie cinitares
ad E‘;Jr.ﬁ'?fdnam rei’:‘;‘aim;m tunc fempors 3;mﬁ¢f.n'¢ ,uuﬂ'rrnnr, w!rr&gke .’mfvr.mfr!m'-
bil harum precipiente templs fus | e flatwas demolite fiunt ¢ domos oraroviee edifics
Tant,  Cam autem boc paite Ecclefis per wniner(im R pmanum Dmpervams crewifler , ad
barbaros etiam religio Chriflians peruenic = sam enim ¢+ que ad R bensm babitant

Enfebimm de.
rrﬂauum.l!ll’_
Ecel tﬁi:.
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Sezomend,
Fides props=
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= Timx 12,
Fudes figna-
anlwm,
suiilises
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Pfalm 448,
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358 InApocalyp. (apst (eptimsum.

gmre:,d.nriﬁf;mfrmm recepernng Celtegiie & Galare ,qui extrems ad Oeedntisecomme-
ramtur, o Gorthi , o guotgot illis wicini fune ai_nn wd ripas iftrs fluwif Chriftiana fides
E-'.trri‘-lpr:f.té:i ad sutamfiing m.m,"ﬁeiiargm L e TaLionE migLs can(intancam mitati, b hag
WHiens imperio crbers Chriftum d:gumsjﬁ Feransur :eftea gens barbara, ¢ belliesfiffima,
¢ vigea Armenios ad _Arfton bebitans: opera awtens Chriftiang €~ capraie euinyfdans
mslieris fatbwm et o¢ patviam fuperftitionem contempferine.Quod polkquam fusé com.
memorat Sozomenus,addit cap.7: Adbiine madum Thers Chriflum cognosernnt, Po-
ffeavero ad wizings quogue grnrrjdﬂr'llrind Chyiftianarum peruenit, €5 sncrementum accepir.
ALrmenissante Chrsflianam fidem recepiffeandsni: feremy enim Tiridates qui genti Arme-
miorimprasrat eccafione flupends cuinfdam miracsli ,guod doms fse diminitss contigerar fi-
muleripfead Chrijftwm fuiffe Comserfiss 5 7 cunis fubditis, wt candem fimiliter religionens
ampletterentur , pracepiffe. Hac Sozomenus : idémque referunt Soc vateslib.r.cap.
16. Theodoretuslib.2. cap.6.8¢alij. Atquehaclatis efle videntur, veperlpectum
fit,quantoiure przfens viioad Conftantini tempora p@aragur , fub quo finitis
fuperiorum perfecutionum turbinibus,& eorum,gui tunctemporis Romanum
Irperium obtinebant,tyranide comprelfaChriftianareligio viqueaded floruir,
fidelquead extremayiguefola cerratum propagata eft:id quod vaticinati per-
git[oannes commemorata inhnita p‘.'upcmudnn'l hominum multitudine , qui
tum ex Iudzis, tum vel maximeé ex gentibus Chrilti fidem receperuntiquodiam
explicare aggredimur, :

Curfideles, & praecipue pr;ed::&inatiappcl.lanturﬁgn:ui,
SECTIO V1

OcuitToannes Angelum illum afcédentem ab ogtu folis clamaffe quatuor

Angelis,quibus datum eratnocercterra & mati 1 Nolite nocereterra,coomari,
neqiie arboribus qguoadnGaefignemmus Ermes Dei ns_l’ir:'inframsEmeurﬁ:tuncwrb audiuifle
fe numerum fignatorum,videlicet centum quadraginta quatnormillia ex omui
tribu filioram H{raél: ex omnibus yerd gc-mibus,popuhs,&li.uguis innumerabis
lem (ighatorum mulditudinem. Clim verbinfuperioribusdocucrimusper einls
modifignates, fideles,qui fidemn Chriftiveceperant, accipiendoselle silludnune
explicandum ﬁlpctcl.'k,curlig::ati nuncupentur.

Primumigitur omnesin voinerfom hdeles appellantur fignati ratione hdei,
que fignaculumdicitur 2.ad Timoth, 1. Firmums-asiem fundamentum Des far ha-
bens fignaculum hoe. Diciturautem fides fignaculum, primo quia per fidem obfi-
gnat Deus fua prumiﬂh,quz ratio eft D, Ambrohijin commentatiis cpiftole
citatz, Fundamentum Det fides ¢ft, que continet, qua promifiv Deus, qua fides

non poteritinfringi perhdorum, & hrreticorum eommentis :fignaculum enim
promiffionis Dei fides noftraelt, que firmat Deiverba. Secundo appellatur fi-
desfighaculum, quia eftnotaquzdam, & yvelatiteffera , quafidelesanon fdeli-
busdiferiminantur : quam rationem affert D.Gregor, lib.ag, Mofllium cap. 2.
vbi de fide intelligitillud Canticor. &, Penemse vt fignaculum [Hper cor tutim. Etlu-
culentitis D. Auguﬁinus; fignate,inqui, eltGgnum reiifAponere : cuicumgue
enim rei ponis fignum, ideo ponis,ne confufa cum alijsate non poflitagnolai.
V¥nde & Pater C]axiﬁun:ﬁgnamr,Io:;n.:fi-.icf"r,pmpriumquiddumillidedit,nu
::rteriscum?atcmrhumimbusil.lxmi':hid Plalm. 44. #axirse Dews, Denstuini aleo
Larsris praconfortibus tis, Hoe {eénfu dixic Paul. 2.ad Corint.1. Qui vnyin ges Dewts
gHi o fignanis mas , < dedit pigam Spiritus in cordibus moffrw. Ex ad Ephef.1. i'nfm
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