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A Defcription of the Farmer's Danghte,
The Author carriéd to a° Marked.
Town and then to the Metropolis. The

Particulars of his Journey.

SEaE) Y Miftrefs had a Daughter of
# nine Years old, a Child of to-
- ward Parts for her Age, ¥eiy
dextrous at her Needle, and skilful in
drefling her Babjr Her Mother andfhe
contrived-to-fit up the Baby’s Cradle for
me againft Night : The Cradle was put
into a fmall Drawer of a Cabinet, and
the Drawer placed upon a Hanging-fhelf, |
for fear of the Rats. This was my B
all the time I ftay’d with thofc People
though made more convenient by de-
grees, as 1began to learn their Languagh
and make my Wants known. ThS

young Girl was {o handy, that after |
nad f

3




s

to-
o1y
in

fot

ut
nd

:If |
bed |

e,
de-
47

his

wud |

o BROBDINGNAG. 178

had once or twice pulled off my Cloaths
before her, fhe was able to drefs and un-
drefs me, though I never gave her that
Trouble when fhe would let me do
cither my felf. She made me feven
Shirts, and fome other Linen, of as fine
Cloth as could be got, which indeed was
coarfer than Sackcloth ; and thefe fhe
conftantly wafthed for me with her own
Hands. She was likewife my School.
Miitrefs to teach me the Language:
When I pointed tosany thing, the told
me the Name of it in her own Tongue,
fo that ina few Days I was able to call
for whatever I had a mindto. She was
very good-patur'd; and not above forty
Foot high, being little for her Age. She
gave me the*Name of Grildrig, which
the Family took up, and afterwards the
whole Kingdom. = The Word imports
what the Latins call Nanunculus, the
Italians Homunceletino, and the Englifh
Manntkin.  To her 1 chiely owe my
Prefervation .in that Country : We ne-
ver parted while I was thete ; 1 called her
my
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my Glumdalclitch, or little Nurfe : Ang
I fhould be guilty of great Ingratitude,
if I omitted this honourable mention of
her Carecand Affe&ion towards me, which
I heartily ‘wifh it lay in my Power tose
quite as fhe deferves, inftead of being the
innocent but‘unhappy Inftrument of he
Diferace,’ as' T have too much Reafonto
fear.

I T now began to be known and talke
of in the Neighbourhood, that my Mz
fter had found a ftrange Animal in the
Field about the bignefs of a Splacknut,
but exally fhaped in every part like?
human Creature ; which it likewife imi
tated in all its Actions; fecmed to fpeak |
in a little Langunage of its own, hadak |
ready learned feveral words of theiss, |
went ereét upon two Legs, was fame
and gentle, would come when it was cit
led, do whatever it was bid, had thefr
neft Eimbs in the World, and a Complex.
ion fairer than a Nobleman’s Daughter of |

three years old. Another Farmer who l
lived |




ked
Ma.
the
ek,
i |
(-

ieak |

{ale
its,

me ¢

cal-
eft
lex.
rof
yho

ived |

20 BROBDINGNAG 181

ived hard by, and was aparticular Friend
of my ' Mafter, came on a Vifit on pur-
pofe to enquire into ‘the Trath of this
Story. 1 was immediately produced, and
placed upon-a Table, where 1 walkedas
I'was commanded, drew- myHanger, put
it up again, made my Revercace to my
Mafter’s’ Gueft, asked ‘him inh his own
Language how he did, and told ‘him he
was welcome, juft as my little Nur{e had
inftructed me. © This Man, Wwho was 'old
and dim-fighted, pur on his Spe&acles to

- behold me becter, at which I could nog

forbear  laughing very -heartily, for his
Eyes appeared like the Full-moon fhin-
ing iato a Chamber at“two ‘Windows,
Our People, who difcovered the caufe
of my Mirth, bore me company in laugh-
ing, at which'the old Fellow was Fooj
enough to be angry and“out of Coun.
tenance. He had the Charalter of 3
great Mifer, and to my Misfortune he
well deferved it, by the curfed Advice Re
gavemy Mafterto fhew me asaSight upon
a Market-Day in the next Town,” which

VoL ok ®) Was
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was half an hout’s riding, about two and
twenty Mites from our houfe. I gueff:
ed there was fome mifchicf contriving,

when I obferved my Mafter and his Friend
whifpeting long together, fometimes
pointing at mc; and my Fears made me
fancy that I over-heard and underftood
fome of their Words. But, the nex
Morning Glumdalelitch my little Nurfe
told me the whole Matter, which fhehad
cunningly picked out from her Mother
The poor Girl laid me on her Bofon,
and fell a weeping with Shame and Grict
She apprehended fome Mifchief would
happen to me from rude valgar Folky
who might {queeze me to Death, or bicik
onc of my Limbs by taking me in thel
Hands, She had alfo obferved how mo- |
deft [ was in my Nature, how nicely l1¢ :-_
garded my Honour, and what an Indig |
nity I hould conceive it to be expofedfot |
Money as a publick Spectacle to the meal
eft of the People. She faid, her fPangané
Mawmna had promifcd that Gdrig fhoul
be hers, but now fhe found they meait|
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to ferve her as they did laft Year, when
they pretended to give her a Lamb, and
yet, as foon as it was fat, fold it to a
Butcher. For my own part, I maytru-
ly affirm that I was lefs concerned than
my Nurfe. -~ I had a ftrong hope which
never left me; thatI fhould one day re-
cover my Liberty ; and as to the Igno-
miny of being carried about for a Mon-
fter, I confidered my felf to be a perfeck
Stranger in the Country, and that fuch
a Misfortune could never be charged
upon me as a Reproach if ever I thould
return to: Emgland 5 fince the King of
Great Britain himfelf, in my condition,
muft have undergonc the fame Diftrefs.

My Mafter, purfuant to the Advice of
his Friend, carried me in a Box the next
Market-day to !the neighbouring Town,
and took along with him his little Daugh-
ter my Nurfe upon a Pillion behind
him. The Box was clofe on every fide,
with a little Door for meto go in and
ont, and a few Gimblet-holes to let in

02 Alr,
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Air. The Girl had been fo careful to
put-the Quilt of her Baby’s Bed intoit
for me to lyc down on. However, |
was terribly fhaken and difcompofedin
this Journey, though it were but of half
an Hour. For the Horfc went about
forty foot at every Step, and trottedfo
high, that the Agitation was equal totc
rifing and falling of a Ship in a great
Storm, but much more frequent: Ou
Journey was fomewhat further than fron
London to St. Albans. My Matfter aligh
ted at an Inn which he ufed to frequent;
and after confulting a while with the In-
keeper, and making fome neceffary Pre
parations, he hired the Graltrud or Gy
to give notice through the Town of 2
ﬁranoc Cfcatuu. to be feen at the Sig |
of the Gteen Eagle not fo big as a Splac- |
nuck (an Amma | in that Country VeI
finely fhaped, -about fix foot long) ant
in every part of the Body refemblinga
human Creature, - could f{peak fevenl
words, ‘and perform an hundred divert
ing Tricks.

I was |
|




U —————— R e

1o BROBDINGNAG. 185

I was placed 'upon '@ Table in the

,t;: largeft Room of the Inn, ‘which might
o be nearthree hundred foot fquare. My
}ih . little Nurfc ftood on a low Stool clofe
Ilillf to the Table, totake care of me, anddi-
i re& what I fhould de. 1‘\{?}* Malfter, to
o avoid a2 Croud, would f{ufter only thirty
i Pcople at a time to fee n‘s.c. I walkc'd
o about on the Table as th? Girl command-
¥ ed : fhe asked me Queftions as far as fhe
e knew my underftanding of the Language

oh reached, and I anf{wered them as loudas
B I could. 1 turned about {feveral times

2;3 to the Company, paid my humble Re.
i {pects, faid they were welcome, and ufed
o fome other Speeches I had been taught
;Ea I took up a Thimble filled with Liquor,
o0 which Glusndalcliteh h‘ad given me for a
L Cup, and drank their Health, I drew
af utmy Hanger, and ﬂoun{hc_d with itaf-
i | ter the manncr of Fencers in England.
i My Nurfe .gave me part of a Straw,
jera! which I exetcifed as a Pike, having learn-
“ ed the Art in my Youth. I was that

day fhewn to twelve Sets of Company,
O3

Gy
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and as often forced to go over agin
with the fame Fopperies, - till T was
half dead with- Wearinefs and Vexation.
For, thofe who had feen me made f{uch
wonderful Reports, that the People were
ready to break down the Doors to come
in.. My Mafter for his own Interelt
would not fuffer any one to touch me
except my Nurfe ; and, to prevent dan:
ger, Benches were fet round the Table
at fuch,a diftance as put me out of every
body’s reach.. - However, an unlucky
School-Boy aimed a Hazel-Nut direétly
at my Head, which very narrowly mif:

{fed me ; otherwife, it came with fo much
violence that it would have infallibly
knocked out my Brains, for it was almoft
as Jarge as a {mall Pumpion: But I ha
the Satisfa&tion to fee the young Rogut
well beaten, and turned out of the Room.

My Mafter gave publick notice, tha
he would fhew me again the next Mar
ket-day, and in the mean time he pie
pared a2 more convenicnt Vehicle for m6
which he had reafon enough to do; for

I was
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I was fo tired with my ficft Journey, and
with entertaining Company for eight
hours together, that 1 could hardly ftand
upon my Legs, or fpeak a word. It
was at lealt three days before I recover-
ed my Strength ; and that I might have
no reft at home, all the neighbouring
Gentlemen from a hundred Miles round,
hearing of my Fame, came to {ce me at
my Mafter's own houfe. There could not
be fewer than thirty Perfons with their
Wives and Children (for the Country
was very populous;) and my Mafter de-
manded the rate of a full Room when-
ever he fhewed me at home, although
it were only to a fingle Family : So that
for fome time I had but little eafe every
day of the week (except Wednefday,
which is their Sabbath) although I were
not carried to the Town,

My Mafter finding how profitable I
was like to be, refolved to carry me to
the moft confiderable Cities of the King-
som. Having therefore provided himfelf

| O 4 with
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with all things neceflary for a long Jour.
ney, and fertled his affairs at: hiome, he
took leave of his Wife, and upon the
17th of Auguft ¥703..about two Months
after my Arrival, we fevout for the: Me:
tiopolis, fituated near the middle of tha
Empire, and abount three thoufand Miles
diftanc¢e from our Houfe: My Mafte
imade his Daughter Glamdalcliteh ide
behind him. She carricd ‘me on ha
Lap in aBox:tyed about her Wafte. The
Girl had lined it on all fides with the
fofteft Cloth fhe could get, well quilted
niiderneath, furnifhed it “with her Babys
Bed, provided me with Linendnd other
Neceflaries; ‘and made every thing ascon.
venient as fhe ¢ould. 'We had noothe
Company but a BO}-* of the Houfc, who
tode after us with the Luggage.

M v Mafter’s Defign was to fhew me
in all the Towns by the way, ‘and ro fiep
outof the Road for fifty or an hundred
Miles, to'aity Village ot Perfon of Qualk
ty’s Houfe where'he might expeét Cuﬁ:{?
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We made cafy Journeysof notabove {even
or cightfcore Miles a Day: For Glum-
dalcliteh, on’ purpofe to fpate me, com-
plained: fhe. was tired with the trotting of
the Horfe. She often took me out of
my Box at my own Defire, to give me Air,
and fhew: me the Country, but always
held me faft by a Leading-firing, We
pafifed over five or fix Rivers many de-
grecs broader and deeper than the Nile
or the Gangess and there was hardly a
Rivualet fo {mall as the Thames at Lon-
don-Bridge. - We were ten Weeks in
out Journey, and I wasthewn in cighteen
large: Towns befides many Villages and
private Families.

On the 2676 Day of Offober we ar-
rived at the Metropolis, called in their
Language 'Lorbrulgrud, ox Pride of the
Untverfe. My Mafter took a Lodging
in-theprincipal Street of the City, not
far from the Rioyal Palace, and put out
Bills in the ufual Form, containing an
exalt Defcription of my Perfon and Parts,
He




190 - ANV OYAGE

He hired a large Room between thrce
and four hundred foot wide. He pro-
vided a Table fixty foot in diameter,
upon which I was to aft my part, and
palifadoed it round three foot from the
edge, and as many high, to prevent my
falling over. I was fhewn ten timesg
day to the Wonder and Satisfadion of
all People. I could now fpeak the Lan-
gnage tolcrably wells and perfeétly under.
ftood every word that was fpoken to
me. Befides, I had learned their Alphe
bet, and could make a fhift to explain 2
Sentence here and there; for Glumdd
eliteh had been my Inftruer while we
were at home, and at lcifure hours du-
ring our Journey. She carried a littl
Book in her Pocket, not much large
than a Sanforn's Atlas; it was a commol
Treatife for the ufe of young Girls, giv-
ing a {hort account of their Religion;

out of this fhe raught me my Lettcts |

and interpreted the Words.

C HAL
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