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ECGLESIAST. LIB.VIII, 178
perfecutionis Nicomedig fuere patrata,fic fere fe habér,
Nonlongo tépore poft,cd alijin Melitina (fic regioilla
eltappellata) alij rurfus in Syria,imperio infidias parare
molirétur,edicta imperatord exiit, vt oés ecclefiard prg
fides,vtpote ea de re fufpecti,in carceres & vincula coij-
cerentur:adeo vefpellacaliillaram reri, que deinceps
161 gerubicur,omnécxplicandifaculmté]on%e fuperet,
Ni multitudo infinita vbiq; gentitin culftodia coclufa
fuit,& carceres pafsimyqui iam olim homicidis,& mortu
orum [epulchris conditori expilatoribus parati fuerir,
tunc epifcopis,presbyteris,diaconis,leGoribus, & exor
¢iltis penitus referti:adeo vt his qui maleficiis reneban.
tur obtriti,nihilillic loci effet reliquum,

De Aegyptiis i Pbenice. C AP L

CVm aliud edi¢tum flatim primillud infequererur;

inquo przcipiebarur,de his qui tencbanturin car-

cere,ve quiimmolare vellent,abire inJibertaté per-
mitterentur,qui inficias irent infinitis tormentis dinexa
rentur,multicudo martyri,quidenuo in fingulis provin
elisacciibebant,a nemine dsnumerari potelt:& cori ma
xime quiin Affriea,in gente Maurori ,in Thebaide,in
Acgypto deniq; martyrio defunéifunt. Ex Aegypro
aitinalias vrbes & prouincias ctiam progrefsi,marcy rij
coronis erdtinfigniter decorati, Quofdam enim ex 1llis
1 Palzftina propter paticntem tormentorum perpefsi-
onem, claruiffe {cimus :alios T'yri Pheeniciz magna lau
dem collegiffe:quos quidé,quis eft qui non fupra moda
miratus fuerit,c ocalis eerneret,infumerabiles plagasy
&egreﬁiﬁ athletard reucraadmirabilidi in his pre pieta-
te&religione concertantiii conftautiam, & ftatim poft
plagas,dimicationem cum befhiis voracibus,ing; ea par-
'&Drﬁ,vrf‘orum Immanif,aprord agfelti,taurorG deniqs
1gne & ferro ad rabiemacriter inciratord,impetus,& ex
Imiam generofori martyri contra eniufg; belliz 1&Gum
tolerantii ¢ Quibus quide rebus, dii gerebantar,ipfiin-
terfuimus,divinamd; potentii feruatoris noltriiphufg;
Telu Chrifti, cui illi 1n cruciary praclarnm teftimonium
perhibebar,id temporis preflo martyribus opé tuliffe,&
suidenter feipfam eis o ftendiffe animaduertimus, Nam
: Y 2 bellus
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belluz ill= rapaces,longo téporis {patio,neq; fan&ord
corporaartre@are,neq; ad ea prope accedere audebir
fed miafideles qui extra repagula,alius ahade;incitatio
ne quadideas in martyresinfligarunc, impetu ferebicur,
Er quanquifan&i Deiathlere,nudi conliltebant in me.
dio,manibufq; eas' pronocabant,& in fe pertrahere cona
bacur (hog¢ emim veagerée sllis erat imperata )illos tamé
folos no emnino attagerunt: verdinterdum dum in eos
irruebant,tiquam diuinitore quadd viac virtuce fuerunt
repulli, & retro denuo quim mox refilieriit:quod ciidiy
fieri cernererur, no exigud infidelibus fpectantibus exc
taniradmitationem,vigy adeo ve prima beftiafruftriin-
curfante,fecunda & rertid 1n vod eundég; martyrédimit
terér.Inrerea n6 modo virilé &intrepida fan&oriilio-
rum anrmi toleririam, fed Arma erid atq; inflexibilemin
tenernis corporibus confltantiam cum ftupere quodami-
fari licuerat.vidiffes enim adalefcentuli né vigintian-
nosintegros natum,nullis contri&a vinculis,hrme con
filtentem,manibus in crucis modum é trifuerfo expilsis
robufta & excella mente it precibus ad Dei numen funs
dendis atrentifsime defixti:neg; omnino {e commouen-
té, neq; in hanc vel illd partéde loco,m quo ficreratde-
flectentem r1dq; cd vrli,& pardifuroré & morté ineum
exhalarér,clq; iam eius carné dentibus Jacerare aggrede
rentur:quor( ora diuina quada & inexplicabili potentid
nefcio quo palto, fuere propé obturata, 8 iter( iphire-
tro propere recurrerét,{ed de 1fto hoc modo; Alios sur
fum cernere potuifies, (oés enim fimul quing; erant)a-

refti & imani rauro obie&atos: qui nonullos exinfides
Ebus propius aduentices,cornibus in aeré coiecit,eolq;
difcerpit mifere, & {tmiviuos homin manibus indeaus
ferendos reliquit. verd ad fanttos martyres folos,dafu
rore & rabie exardefcésin eosirripere conabatur,neap
propinguare quidé poterat:& tamerfi pedrbus atq; cors
nibushacillucg; vibratis infultabar,& caureriort inct-
tamentis lacefSitus conrraillos terrorem fpirabat, tame
retrogrado curlu diuinafacri numinis prouidériarepul
fus fuir.vlq; eo vti cumifte lllos neurigham lefi Tt alias

belluasin evs immitterents Ad extremum poft graves &
varias
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& marinis Auctibus fepulchrorum loco mandati,

Detis qhie in Aeg ypto alfafunt, €A P. V111,

T;‘\hsfutt Acgyptiorum pugna qui Tyripro vera

pictate,preclara certamina obierunt.Illos auté,qui

funeinipfa Aegypto patria fua martyrio defuncts,
memo eft,qui nonmagnopere admiretur, vbi viri ¢ vxo
ribus &liberis numero prope infiniti, pro fernatoris no
ftn doétrin~, vita tragili & breui temporis momento du
rarura penirus neglecta varia mortis genera{ubierunt.,
Quorum alij poft cuticulam nouacuhs lacerats, polt mé
braluxata & diftorta,poft corpora Hagellis acerbifsimis
hnimghifq; infinitis, variis & dictu horrédis tormétis
excruciata,inigné tand¢ inie@i fuerdt. Alij in aled pelas
Bus preecipitati:rlij liCtoribus fuacapita ampurida fidéti
animo obiecerir,alii occubuerit,ipfis cruciamentis op
prefsizalij fame confe&iinterierunt:alij rurfus patibulis
fuffixi: quorum nonnulli tanquam malefici fuipenf, alij
deteriore mado,capite in terram demiflo, clauis firmari
& vivi vfque co feruati,quoad ipfis patibulis fame con-
tabefcerent.

Deris gue iu Thebaide alta funt, € AP, 1X.
NVHu dicendi genere explicari poreft, quznam ver
L N bera,quas arumnas, martyres m Thebaide exantla

rint,teftis acutis vngularum loco admotis, per to=-
tim corpusad extremi fpiritum dilacerati. Mulieres au
tem viio pedeailigate, fublimes in aeré capite deorfum
dtuto,quibufdi machinamétis atrrale, nudis omnino
& detetis corpo ribusy{peftaculum faedifsimum, crude-
llrs{mﬁ omnid,& ab omni humanitate alienifsima intue
entilioculis exhibuerunt. Homioes rnrfus arboribus &
sartramis aftricti perierunt, N cum duos ramosrobu-
flifsimos 11l o5 quidé machinis quibufdi in vna attraxif-
fent,ad verumgqs illord, martyri crura diftinentes affli-
Eetesgs cosimpetuquodi denuo pro natura fisa diftédi,
ifundig; dumiferit:fic; illorummébra in quosiflaex
f0gltabir, repérino imperu diftrafta fore fufpicari funt.
¢qshec cerre fliere ad paucos dies,autad exigud tera
Pus,ed diy admeodi,ad amorg intefrord fpatid, conti=
' Y3 nuat
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varias illaram etiam incurfiones, enfe obtruncati fuere,
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