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33^ A Voyage to

CHAP . XII.

The Author 's Veracity. His Defgn hi
publijhing this Work. His Cenfure
of thofe Travellers who fwerve from
the Truth . The Author clears him-
felffrom any jinifter Ends in writing.
An Objeflimt anfwered. The Method
of planting Colonies. His Native
Country commended. The Right of the
Crown to thofe Countries deferibed by
the Author is juftified . The Diffi¬
culty of conquering them. The Author
takes his laft leave of the Reader \
■propofeth his manner of living for the
future , gives good Advice, and con'
eludes.

npHUS , Gentle Reader , I have gi-
JL ven thee a faithful Hiftory of my

Travels for fixteen Years, and above
feveii
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feven Months , wherein I have not'
been fo ftudious of Ornament as Truth-
I could perhaps like others have afto-
nifhed thee with Arrange improbable
Tales ; but I rather chofe to relate
plain Matter Of Fa£t in the fimpleft
Manner and Style, becaufe my princi¬
pal Defign was to inform, and not to
amufe thee.

It is eafy for us who travel into re¬
mote Countries , which are feldom vi-
fited by Englijbmen or other Europeans\
to form Defcriptions of wonderful Ani¬
mals both at Sea and Land. Whereas
a Traveller 's chief Aim fhould be to
make Men wifer and better, and to im¬
prove their Minds by the bad as well as
good Example of what they deliver con*
cerning foreign Places.

I could heartily wifli a Law was
ena&ed, that every Traveller before he
were permitted to publifh his Voyages,
fhould be ob'liged to make Oath before

VoUl . A a the
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the Lord High Chancellor that all he in¬
tended to print was abfolutely true to
thebeft of his knowledge ; for then the
World would no longer be deceived as
it ■ufually is, while fome Writers , to
make their Works pafs the better upon
the Publick , impofe the grofleft Falfities
on the unwary Reader* I have perufed
feveral Books of Travels with great
delight in my younger Days ; but ha¬
ving fince gone over moft Parts of the
Globe, and been able to contradict ma¬
ny fabulous Accounts from my own
Obfervation, it hath given me a great
Difguft againft this part of Reading,
and fome Indignation to fee*the Credu¬
lity of 'Mankind fo impudently abufed.
Therefore fince my Acquaintance were
pleafcd to think my poor Endeavours
might not be unacceptable to my Coun¬
try , I impofed on myfelf as a Maxim,
never to be fwerved from, that I would
ftriBly adhe/e to Truth -, neither indeed
can I be ever under the leaft Tempta¬
tions to vary from it, while t retain
ads s .' . ' ' " in
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in ray Mind the Lectures and Exam¬
ple of my noble Mafter , and the other
illuftrious Houyhnhnms, xit' whom I had
To long the Honour to be an humble
Hearer . '

-- Nec fi miferum Fort una Sinonem
Finxit , vanum etiam^ mendacemqiie

imfroba fingct.

I know very well how little Re-;
putation is to be got by Writings which
require neither Genious nor Learning,
nor indeed any other Talent , except a
good Memory , or an exaft: Journal . 1
know likewife, the ■■Writers ' of Travels^
like TticlionaryiMakevs , are funk into
Oblivion by the weight and bulk of
thofe who come after, and therefore
lie uppermoft . And it is highly pro¬
bable, that fuch Travellers who fhall
hereafter vifit the Countries defcribed
in this Work of mine, may by detecting
fny Errors , ( if there be any.) and ad*
ding many new Difcoveries of their

A a a owfl
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own , juftle me out of vogue, and ftand
in my place, making the World forget
that I was ever an Author . This iri-
deedj (*t5uld be too great aMortification
if I wrote for Fame : But , as my fole
Intention was the Pub lick Good,
I cannot be altogether difappointed. For
who can read of the Virtues I have
mentioned in the glorious Houyhnhnms,
without being afhamed of his own
Vices, when he confiders himfelf as
the reafoning, governing Animal of his
Country ? I fhall fay nothing of thofe
remote Nations where Taboos prefide,
amongft which , the leaft corrupted are
the BrobdingnagianS) whofe wife Max¬
ims in Morality and Government, it
would be our Happinefs to obferve. But
I forbear defcanting farther, and rather
leave the judicious Reader to his own
Remarks and Applications.

I am not a little pleafed that this
Work of mine can poflibly meet with
no Genfurers : For what Objections can

be
3
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be made againft a Writer who relates
only plain Fafts that happened in fuch
diftant Countries , where we have not
the leaft Intereft with refpe£t either to
Trade or Negotiations ? I have care¬
fully avoided every Fault with whieh
common "Writers of Travels are often
too juftly charged. Befides, I meddle
not with any Tarty , but write without
Paflion, Prejudice, or Ill-will againft
any Man or number of Men whatfoever.
I write for the nobleft End, to inform
and inftruft Mankind , over whom I
may, without Breach of Modefty , pre¬
tend to fdme Superiority from the Ad¬
vantages I received by [converfing fo
long among the mod accompliflied
Houyhnhnms. I write without any view
towards Profit or Praife. I never fufr
fer a Word to pafs that may look like
Refle&ion, or poflibly give the leaft Of¬
fence even to thofe who are moft ready
to take it. So that I hope I may with
Juftice pronounce myfelf an Author
perfectly blamelefs, againft whom the

A a 3 Tribes
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Tribes of A-nfwerers, Confiderers, Ob-,
fervers, Refle&ers, Detetters , Remark-
ers will never be able to find Matter for
exerciftng their Talents.

I confess , it was whifpered to me,
that I was bound in Duty as a Subje£t of
England , to have given in a Memorial
to a Secretary of State at my firft coming
over ; becaufe whatever Lands are dis¬
covered by a Subject, belong to the
Crown . But I doubt whether ourCon-
quefts in the Countries I treat of, would
be as eafy as thofe of Ferdinando Cor-
tez over the naked Americans. The
Lilliputians,- 1 think , are hardly worth
the Charge of aFleet and Army to reduce
them , and I queftion whether it might
be prudent or fafe to attempt the Brob-
dingnagians. Or whether an Engljb Ar¬
my would be much at their Eafe with
the Flying Illand over theirHeads . The
Houyhnhnms, indeed, appear .not to be
fo-well prepared for War, a Science rto
fM/hic% they are perfect Strangers', and

/ & efpt-
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efpecially againft milfive Weapons.
Howeveiy {uppofing myfelf to be a Mi¬
nister of State, I could never give my
Advice for invading them. Their Pru¬
dence , Unanimity , Unacquainted nefs
with Fear , and their Love of their
Country would amply fupply all De¬
fects in the Military Art . Imagine
twenty thoufand of them breaking in¬
to the mid ft of an European Army,
confounding the Ranks, overturning the
Carriages, battering the Warriors Faces
into Mummy , by terrible Yerks from
their hinder Hoofs. For they would
well deferve the Character given to Ati-
guftus ; Recalcitrat iindique tutus . But
inftead of Propofals for conquering that
magnanimous Nation , I rather wifh
they were in a Capacity or Difpofition
to fend a fuffieient Number of their In¬
habitants for civilizing Europe, by teach¬
ing us the firft Principles of Honour,
Juftice, Truth , Temperance , Publick
Spirit , Fortitude , Chaftity , Friend-
ihip . Benevolence, and Fidelity . The

A a 4 Names
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Names of all which Virtues are ftill
retained among us in moft Languages,
and are to be,met with in fome modern
as welKs ancient Authors ; which I
am able to affert from my own fmall
Beading,

But I had another Reafon which
made me lefs forward to enlarge his
Majefly 's Dominions by my Difcovery.
To fay the Truth , I had conceived a
few Scruples with Relation to the Di¬
stributive Juftice of Princes upon thofe
Occafions. For inftance , a Crew of
Pyrates are driven by a Storm they
know not whither , at length a Boy
discovers Land from the Top -maft,
they go on Shore to rob and plunder;
they fee an harmlefs People, are enter¬
tained with Kindnefs, they give the
Country a new Name, they take for¬
mal PofTeffian of it for their King,
they fet up a rotten Plank or a Stone
for a Memorial , they murder two or
three Do^en of the Natives , bring

away
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away a Couple more by Force for a
Sample, return home, and get their Par¬
don. Here commences a new Dominion
acquired with a Title by 'Divine Right.
Ships are fent with the firft Opportuni¬
ty , the Natives driven out or deftroyed,
their Princes tortured to difcover thete.
Gold ; a free Licence given to all Afts
of Inhumanity andLuft , the Earth reek¬
ing with the Blood of its Inhabitants:
And this execrable Crew of Butchers
employed in fo pious an Expedition , is
a modern Colony fent to convert and
civilize an idolatrous and barbarous
People,

But this Defcription, I confefs, doth
by no means effeft the Britijh Nation,
who may be an Example to the whole
World for their Wifdom , Care, and
Juftice in planting Colonies ; their libe¬
ral Endowments for the Advancement of
Religion and Learning ; their Choice of
devout and able Parlors to propagate
Ckrijiianity , their Caution in ftocking

their
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their Provinces, with People of fober
Lives and Conversations from this the
Mother .Kingdom ; their ftricl: Regard
to thê ^ ftributiori of Juftice in fupply-
ing-the Civil Administration through all
their Colonies with Officers of the great-
eft Abilities, utter Strangers to Corrup¬
tion ; and to crown all, by fending the
moft vigilant ' and virtuous Governors,
who have no other Views than the
Happirtefs of the People over whom
they prefide, and the Honour of the
King their Matter.

But , as thofe Countries which I
have defcribed, do not appear to have a
Defire of being conquered, and enflaved,
murdered or driven out by Colonies,
nor abound either in Gold, Silver, Su¬
gar or Tobacco ; I did humbly con¬
ceive they were by no means proper
Objects of our Zeal, our Valour , or
our Intereft . However , if thofe whom
it may concern , think fit to be of
another Opinion, I am ready to xk-

6 pofe,
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pofe, when I fhall be lawfully called,
that no European did ever vilit thefe
Countries before me. I mean, if the
Inhabitants ought to be believed ; un-
lefs a Difpute may arife about the two
Taboos, laid to have been feen many
Ages ago on a Mountain in Houyhn-
hnmland, from whence the Opinion is>
that the Race of thofe Brutes hath de-

fcended ; and thefe , for any thing I
know , may have been Englijb , (which
indeed I was apt to fufpeft from the
Lineaments of their Pofterities Coun¬
tenances, although very much defaced.
But , how far that will go to make out
a Title , I leave to the learned in Colony
LaW - .,v. ~i« te -tfU -i -. . r r; ' \ -
TT . 1 ■ t> * *j -fv > uU * i *■— — ^ ^

But as to the Formality of taking
Poffeffion in my Sovereign's Name, it
never came once into my Thoughts ;
and if it had, yet as my Affairs then
flood , I fhould perhaps in Point of
Prudence and Self-Prefervation , have put
it off to a better Opportunity.

Having
J
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Having thus aflfwered the only Ob¬
jection that can ever be raifed againft
me as â^ fiavellor , I here take a fi¬
nal Leave of all my courteous Rea¬
ders, and return to enjoy my own Spe¬
culations in my little Garden at Red-
driff , to apply thofe excellent LefTons
of Virtue , which I learned among the
Houyhnhnms, to inftruft the Taboos of
my own Family as far as I fhall find
them docible Animals, to behold my Fi¬
gure often in a Glafs, and thus , if pofli-
ble, habituate myfelf by time to tolerate
the Sight of a human Creature : To la¬
ment the Brutality of Houyhnhnms in
my own Country , but always treat
their Perfons with Refpeft , for the
Sike of my noble Mafter , his Family,
his Friends , and the whole Houyhnhnm
Race, whom thefe of ours have theHonour to referable in all their Linea¬
ments, however their Intellectuals came
to degenerate.

I BEGA^
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I began laft Week to permit my

Wife to fit at Dinner with me, at the
far/theft End of a lon§/Table , and to
anfwer ( but with the utmoft Brevity)
the few Questions I ask'd her. Yet the
fmell of a Taboo continuing very bffen-
five, I always keep my Nofe well ftbpt
with Rue , Lavender, or Tobacco -leaves,
And although it be hard for a Man
late in Life to remove old Habits, I am
not altogether out of Hopes in fome
time to fuffer a Neighbour Taboo in
my Company, without the Apprehen-
fions I am yet under of his Teeth or
his Claws.

My Reconcilement to the Tahoo-
kind in general might not be fo diffi¬
cult if they would be content with
thofe Vices and Follies only, which Na¬
ture hath intitled them to. I am not
in the leaft provoked at the Sight of
a Lawyer , a Pick-pocket, a Colonel, a
Fool , a Lord , a Gamefter, a Politician,
a Whore-mafter, a Phyfician, an Evi¬

dence,
J .
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dence, a Suborner, an Attorney , a Trai*
tor , or the like : This is all according
to the due Courfe of Things : But
when JAj €l\old a Lump of Deformity t
and Difeafes both in Body and Mind,
fmitten with Tride , it immediately
breaks all the Meafures of my pa^
tience ; neither fhall I be ever able
to comprehend how fuch an Animal
and fuch a Vice could tally together.
The wife and virtudus Houyhnhnms\
who abound in all Excellencies that
can adorn a rational Creature , have no
Name for this Vice in their Language,
which hath no Terms to exprefs any
thing that is evil, except thofe whereby
they deferibe the deteftable Qualities of
their Taboos, among which they were
not able to diftingnifh this of Pride for
Want of thoroughly underftanding hu¬
mane Nature , as it fheweth itfeif in o-
ther Countries , where that Animal pre-
fides. But I, who had more Experience,
could plainly Obferve fome Rudiments
of it among the wild 2"ahoosi

But
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But the Houyhnhnms, who live un¬
der the Government of Re^fon, are no
more proud of the good Qualities they
poffefs, than I fhould be for not want¬
ing a Leg or an Arm, which no Ma,n
in his Wits would boaft of, although^
he muft be miferable without them. I
dwell the longer upon this Subject from
the Defire I have to make the Society
of an Englijh Tahoo by any means not
infupportable, and therefore I here en*
treat thofe who have any Tin &ure of
this abfurd Vice, that they will not pre-
fume to come in my Sight.

FINIS.
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