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CHAP "SiL

The Author’s Veracity. His Defign in
publifbing this Work. His Cenfure
of thofe Travellers who flwerve from
the Truth. The Author clears him-
[elf from any finifter Ends in writing.
An Objeétion anfiwered. The Method
of planting Colonies. His Native
Country commended. The Right of the
Crown to thofe Countries defcribed by
the Author is juflified. The Difi-
culty of conquering them. The Author
takes his laft leave of the Reader:
propofeth bis manner of living for the
future, gives good Advice, and con:
¢ludes.

'}: HUS, Gentle Reader, I have gi

ven thee a faithful Hiftory of my
Travels for fixteen Years, and above
{even
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{even  Months, . wherein I have not

been fo: ftudious:of Q@rnament as Fruth-
I could perhaps like others have afto-
nifhed thee with firange improbable

Tales 5 but I rather 'chofe to' relate

plain: Mattér of Falt in the fimpleft
Manner and Style,: becaufe my princi-
pal Defign was to inform, and not to
amufe thee.

IT is eafy for us'who travel info re-
mote Countries; which are feldom vi-
fited by Englifbmen orother Europeans,
to form Defcriptions of wonderful Ani-
mals both at Sea and-Land: ‘Whereas
a Traveller’s chief Aim Thould be to
make Men wifer and better, and to im-
prove their Mindsby the bad as well as
good Example of what they deliver con:
cerning foreign Places.

1 courLp heartily with a Law was
enacted, that every Traveller before he
were permitted to publith his Voyages,
fhould be obliged to make Qath before

Vol.II. Aa ~ the
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the: Liord High: Chancellor that 8l he in-
tehded to. print wds abfolutely: trie to
the beft of hisknowledge ; for; then the
Worldavould no longer be deceived'as
igraifually is, while fome Writers, to
riake their ' Works pafs the better upon
the Publick, impofé the grofleft Falfities
on the unwary Reader. 1 have perifed
feveral Books of Travels with gueat
delight in my younger Days; but ha-
ving,finicé gone-over moft Partszof the
Globes and been able to contradifl mas
ny. fabulous Alccounts ~fiom: my- own
Obfervation, cit hath given me 4 -gﬁ'eat'
Difguft//againft (this part of ‘Reéading,
and-fome Indigndtion to fee the Credu-
lity; of Mankind 16 impudently’ dbufed.
‘Therefore finte my Adquaintance Wwere
pleafed -to ‘think my /poor ‘Endeavours
might not be unacceptable to my Coun-
try, I impofed on myfelf as 2 Maxim,
never-to be{fwerved from, that T'would
Sfivictly adbere o Trarh' neither indeed
can Lbe’ever undor the Yeaft Tempta-
tions 19 wary fiom “it, wh:le § réfain
in
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in" my Mind the ILettures dnd’ Exarne
ple of my noble Mafter; and the other
illufkrious Houayhuhums,of whom I had
{o'long’ the'Honour to: be "an  himble

Hearer.

st Neo fi miferam Fortuna Sinonenm
Finocity ivanum  etiam,  mendacemqgué

improba finget.

I kNow very well how: lictle-Re
putation’ss to be got by 'Writings which
require” neither ‘Genious ndr Learning,
nor indeed any ‘other Talent, except a
good Memory, of an'exalt Jourmal.~1
know likewife, the Wreirers of Travelsy
like Dictionary:Makers, are funk mtd
OBlivion By ' the weight -and bulk of
thofe' who .come ' after; -and therefore
lie uppermoft.’ - And it is highly -pros
bable, that fuch Travellers who: fhail
hereafter vifit the Countries defcribed
in this Work of mine, may by deteting
my Errors, (if there ‘be any) and adg
dmg many new Difcoveries of phei
Aaz2 own
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own, juftle me out/of vogue, ‘and fand
in my place, making the World forget
that T waswever an Author. This id-
deed would be too great a Mortification
if T wrote for Fame: But, as my fole
Intention was the PubrLick Goop,
1 cannot be altogether difappointed. For
who can read of the Virtues I have
mentioned in the glorious Houyhnbnms,
without being afhamed of his own
Vices, when - he confiders  himfelf as
the reafoning, governing Animal of his
Country ? I fhall fay nothing of thofe
remote Nations where Zuhoos prefide,
amongft which, the leaft corrupted are
the Brobdingnagians, whofe wife Max-
ims in Morality and Government, it
would be our Happinefs to obferve. But
I forbear defcanting; farther, and rather
feave the judicious Reader to his own
Remarks and Applications.

I am not a little pleafed that this
Work of mine can poffibly meet with

no Cenfurers: Fot what Objections c;;.)n
e

3-*.
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be made againft a Writer who relates
only plain Fa&s that happened in fuch
diftant Countries, where'we have not
the leaft Intereft with refpe@ either to
Trade or Negotiations ? I have care-
fully avoided every Fault with whieh
common Writers of Travels are often
too juftly charged. Befides, I meddle
not with any Parry, but write without
Paffion, Prejudice, or Ill-will againft
any Man or number of Men whatfoever.
I write for the nobleft End, to-inform
and inftru& Mankind, “over whom [
may, without Breach of Modefty, pre-
tend to fome Superiority from the Ad-
vantages I received by ;converfing fo
long among the moft accomplifhed
Howybnhnms. 1write without any view
towards Profit or Praife. I never {uf
fer a Word to pafs that may look like
Refle&ion, or poflibly give the leaft OF
fence even to thofe who are moft ready
to take it. So that I'hope T may with
Juftice pronounce myfelf an Authop
perfeCtly blamelefs, againft whopthe
‘ Aa 3 Tribes
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Tribes: of Anfiwerers, Confiderers, Ob-
fervers, Reflecters, Detefters, Remark-
ers will gever be able to find Matter for
ﬁxerc&ﬁﬁ/g sheir Talents.

I 'cONFESS, it ' was, whilpered to me,
that I was bound in Duty as a/Subjett of
Englaud; to have given in a Memorial
to a Secretary of State at my firft coming
over; becaufe whatever: Lands are dik
covered: by a Subjet; belong to the
Crown. But T doubt whetherjourCons
quefts in the Countries I treat of, would
be as eafy as' thofe of Ferdinando Cor-
ez over. the naked dmericaps. ; The
Litliputians, I think, are hardly wotth
the Charge of a Fleet and Army to reduce
them, and I queftion whether 1t might
be prudent’ or fafe to-attempt the Brob-
dinguagians. Or whether an Eugéi/h Ar-
my wouid be much at their Bafe with
the Flying I{land:Over their Heads, - 'The
Houybnbnms, indeed, appear 1OL 10 be
{oswell prepared for War, 2 8¢lence to
xhith they aie: pectedt: Grrapgers, and
: & elpe-
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efpecially * againft *'mifive - Weapons.
However, fuppoﬁrig myfelt to' be & Mi-
nifter ‘of State, 1'couldwnever give ‘my
Adviece for mNdm z them. "Fheir Pru-
dence ; Un:—mrmry, Unacquaintednefs
with Fear, and their Love -of “eheir
Country w ouid amply fupply all De-
te€tsin' the ' Military Are. Imagine
twenty thoufand of them breaking in-
to'the midlt of an Eurepean Aliﬂ},
confounding the Ranksy overturning the
Carriages, battumg the Warriors Faces
1nto’ Mummy, by terrible Yerks from
their »hinder Hoofs. - For they would
well deferve the Chara@er given to -
guflus, Recalcitvat ;Uid.h?!m tutns.  But
inftead of Propofals for conquering-that
magnanimous - Nation, * T° rather wifh
they were in a Capacity ‘or Difpofition
to fend a fufficient Number of " their In:
habitanits for civilizing Europe, by 'teach-
ang us ‘the” firft Principles of Honout,
Julticej Pruth, Temperance, Publick
Spirit) Portitude, - Chaftity, TFriedd
fhip; Benevolence, and’ Fidelity, #The

Aa g4 Names
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Names of all which Virtues are ftill
retained among. us 1n moft Languages,
and are to besmet with in fome modern
as well#9s ancient Authors; which I
am-able to aflert from my own fmall
Reading,

Bur 1 had another Reafon which
made me lefs, forward to enlarge his
Majefty’s Dominions by my Difcovery.
To fay the Truth, I had conceived a
few Scruples:with Relation to the Di-
{tributive Juftice of Princes upon thofe
Occafions. . For inftance, -a Crew of
Pyrates are driven by a Storm. they
know .not whither, at length a Boy
difeovers Land . from' the Top-maft,
they go on Shore to rob and plunder;
they fec.an harmlefs People, are enter-
tained . with Kindnefs, they give the
Country a.new Name, they take for-
mal Pofleflion: of it for their King,
they fet up a rotten Plank .or a Stone
for a Memorial,, they murder two or
three Dogzen;of . the Natives,; bring
away
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away a Couple more by Force for a
Sample, return home;.and get their Par-
don. Here commences ancw Dominion
acquired with a Title by Divine Righs.
Ships are fent with the firft Opportuni-
ty, the Natives driven out or deftroyed,
their Princes tortured to difcover theke
Gold; a free Licence given to all Afts
of Inhumanity and Luft, the Earth reek-
ing with. the Blood of its Inhabitants:
And this execrable Crew of Butchers
employed in fo pious an Expedition, is
a modern Colony fent to convert and
civilize an idolatrous and barbarous
People,

But this Defcription, I confefs, doth
by no means eftet the Brizifb Nation,
who may be an Example to the whole
World for their: Wifdom, Care, and
Juftice in planting Colonies; their libe-
tal Endowments for thie Advancement of
Religion and Learning; their Choice of
devout and 'able Paftors to propagate
Chriflianity, their Caution in {tocking
their




348 A Vovaer 1

their: Provinces with: Peoplé of {ober
Lives and Converfations from: this the
Mother.Kmgdom; their ftric Regard
to'the.Piftribution of Juftice in f; upply-
ing the Civil Adminiftration through all
their Colonieswith Officers of the greats
eft Abilities, utter Strangers to Cor'ruip-
tion; "andito crown all; by fending the
moft vigilane' apd vittuous Governors,
who 'have ‘no! othéroViews  than the
Happinefs ‘of - the People over whom
they ‘prefide,* and the Honour of the
King 'their Mafter.

Bur, as thofe Countries which 1
have defcribed, do not appear to have a
Defireof being conquered; and enflaved,
murdered. or driven out’ by Colonies,
nor abound either in Gold, Silver, ‘Suz
gar: or "Tobacco; ' T'did” Humbly’ don
ceive “they were by no’‘means proper
Objelts of :our Zeal, " oiit* Valour, ‘61
our Intereft.>: ' However, if thofe whom
it'smay "concern, think fitto bEveF
another: Qpinion; I -am’ redgdy s o’ e

(5] pOiﬁ,
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pofe, when T fhall be lawfully called,
that no FEuropean did ever vifit thefe
Gountries -before me.»J mean, if the
Inhabitants ought to be belicved ;. un-
lefs 2 Difpute may arife.about the two
T ahoos, {aid to have been feen :many
Ages ago on g Mountain in Houylay-
humland, from whence, the QOpinion 15,
that the Race of thofe Brutes hath de-
{cended ; and thefe, for. any thing 1
know, .may have been Englifb, fwhich
indeed. I was: apt to fufpett from. the
Lineaments of their Pofterities. Coun-
tenances, although very much defaced,
But, how far that will go to make, out
a Title, I leaveto the learned 1n Colony

Law. ‘ _

But. as to the Formality of taking .
Poflcflion in my Sovereign’s. Name, it
never came once into my ‘Thoughts;
and if it had, yer as my Affairs then
ftood, I {hould perhaps in Point of
Prudence and Self-Prefervation, have put

it off toa better Opportunity.
HaviNG P =
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Havine thus anfwered the only Ob-
jeCtion that ean ever be raifed againft
me’ as a”Travellor, T heére take a fi-
nal Leave of all my courteous Rea-
ders, and return to enjoy my own Spe-
culations in my little Garden at Red.
driff, to apply thofe excellent Teffons
of Virtue, which I learned among the
Houybnbnms, to inftru& the Yuboos of
my own Family as far'as I fhall' ind
them docible Animals, to behold my Fi-
gure often in a'Glafs, and thus, if poffi-
ble, habituate myfelf by time to tolerate
the Sight of a human Creature: To Ia.
ment the Brutality of Houybubums in
my own Country, but always treat
their Perfons with Refpe®, for the
S¢ke of my noble Mafter, his Family,
his Friends, and the whole Houybnbnm
Race, whom thefe of ours have the
Honour to refemble ‘in all their Linea-
ments, however their IntelleGuals eame
to degenerate.

I BEGAN
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I Becan laft Week to permit my
Wife to fif at Dinner with me, at the
fartheft End' of a long Table, and to
anfwer (but with the utmieft Brevity)
the few Queftions I ask’d her. Yet the
{mell of a 2ahoo continuing very offen-
five, T always keep my Nofe well ftopt
with Rue, Lavender, or Tobacco-leaves:
And although it be hard for a Man
late in Life to remove old Habits, I am
not altogether out of Hopes in fome
time to fuffer a Neighbour 2%zboe in
my Company, without the Apprehen-
fions I am yet under of his Teeth or
his Claws.

My Reconcilement to the 2%hoo-
kind in general might not be {fo diffi-
cult if they would be content with
thofe Vices and Follies only, which Na-
ture hath intitled them to. I am not
in the leaft provoked at the Sight of
a Lawyer, a Pick-pocket, a Colonel, a
Fool, a Lord, a Gamefter, a Politicran,
a. Whore-mafter, a Phyfician, an EVi-

dence,
3
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dence, a Stiborner; an Attorney; a Trais
tor,” or. theilike : A his is'all according
to the dué;Lourfe of “Things: But
when Jthold ‘a Lump of Detormity,
and*Dileafes both in Body-and ‘Mind,;
fmitten with Pride, it immediately
breaks -all the Meafurés ‘of ‘my . pal
tience; neither fhall 1 be ever able
to comprehiend ' how fuch an Animal
and {uch & Vice ‘could tally ‘together:
The wile and virtudus Eoaybnbnms
who ‘abound in all Excellencies thisg
can ‘adora a rational Creatuire, have 16
Name-for -this Vice in their Tanguage,
which hath no Terms to exprefs any
thing that is evil, except thofe whereby
they deleribecthe deteffable Qualities of
theib 2a/mws) among which they were
not able to diftinguifh -t_]lis; of Pride for
want of thoroughly 'underftanding ha-
mane Ndture, as it {heweth itfelf in o=
ther Countries, “where that Animal pre-
fides. But'l,-who had more Experience,
could plainly obferve fome Rudiments
of it among the wild Zuhoos:
Bux
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Bur the Houybnbnms, who live un-
der the Government of Reafon, ate no
more proud of the good Qualitics they
poflefs, than I fhould be for not want-
ing a Leg or an Arm, which no Man
in his Wits would boaft of, although
he muft be miferable without them. 1
dwell the longer upon this Subje&t from
the Defire T have to make the Society
of an Engli/b Taboo by any means not
infupportable, and therefore I here en-
treat thofe who have any Tin&ure of
this abfurd Vice, that they will not pre-
fume to come in my Sight.
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