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TR A V E L S.
PART III.

%/L Vo TAG E tO LAPUTA , BaL-

NIBARBI , LUGGNAGG , GlUBB-
dubdribb , and Japan.

CHAP . I.

The Author feis out on his Third Voyage;
is taken by Tjrates . The Mahre of a
Dutchman . .•His Arrival at an Ijland.
He is received into Lgputp.

1HA D not been at home a-
bove ten days, when Cap¬
tain William Robinfon , a
Cornifh Man , Commander

of the Hopewell, a ftout Ship of three
Vol . II. B hun-
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% Voiage
hundred Tuns , came to my Houfe. I had
formerly been Sufgeon of another Ship
where he was Mafter, and a fourth
Part Owner , in a Voyage to the Levant:
He had always treated me more like a
Brother than an inferior Officer, and
hearing of my Arrival, made me a Vifit,
as I apprehended only out of Friend-
fhip, for nothing palfed more than what
is ufual after long Abfences. But repeat¬
ing his Vifits often , expreffing his Joy
to find me in good Health, asking
whether I were now fettled for Life,
adding that he intended a Voyage to
the E aft-Indies , in two Months : At Iaft
he plainly invited me, though with fome
Apologies, to be Surgeon of the Ship ;
that I fhould have another Surgeon un¬
der me befides our two Mates s that my
Sallary fhould be double to the ufual
Pay ; and that having experienced my
Knowledge in Sea-Affairs to be at ieaft
equal to his, he would enter into any
Engagement to follow my Advice, as
much as if I had mare in the Command.

He
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H E faid ib many other obliging

Things , and I knew him to be fo honeft
a Man, that I could not reject his Pro-
pofal : the Thirft I had of feeing the
World , notwithstanding my paft Mif-
fortunes, continuing as violent as ever.
The only Difficulty that remained, was
to perfuade my Wife , whofe Confent,
however, I at laft obtained , by the Pro-
fpe£t of advantage fhe propofed to her
Children.

W e fet out the 5th Day of Augufl,
1706. and arrived at Fort St . Georgeo
the 11 th of April , 1707. flayed there
three Weeks to rcfrefh our Crew , many
of whom were fick. From thence we
went to Tonquin, where the Captain re-
folved to continue fome time, becaufe
many of the Goods he intended to buy
were not ready, nor Could he expect to
be difpatched in fome Months . There¬
fore in hopes to defray fome of the
Charges he muft be at, he bought a
Sloop, loaded it with feverai forts of

B a Goods,
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Goods, wherewith the Tonquinefeufually
trade to the neighbouring Iflands, and
putting fourteen Men onboard , where¬
of three were of the Country , he ap¬
pointed me Matter of the Sloop, and
gave me power to tramck for two
Months , while he tranlatted his Affairs
at Tonquin.

W e had not failed above three Days,
when a great Storm arifing, we were
driven five Days to the North -North -Eaft,
and then to the Eaft ; after which we
had fair Weather , hue Hil! with a pretty
ftrong Gale from the Weft , Upon the
tenth Day we were chafed by two
Pyrates , who foon overtook us ; for my
Sloop was fo deep load en, that fhe
failed very flow , neither were we in a
Condition to defend our feives.

We were boarded about the fame
time by both the Pyrates, who enter 'd
futioufly at the head of their Men, but
finding us all proftrate upon our Faces,

(for
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(for fo I gave order,) they pinioned us
with throng Lopes , and fetting a Guard
upon us, went to fearchthe Sloop.

IObserved among them aDutch¬
man, who feemed to be of fome Autho¬
rity, though he was not Commander of
either Ship. He knew us by our Coun¬
tenances to be Englishmen, and jabber¬
ing to us in his own Language, fwore
we mould be tied Back to Back, and
thrown into the Sea. I fpoke Dutch
tolerably well j I told him who we were,
and begged him, in consideration of our
being Chriftians and Proteftants , of
neighbouring Countries , in ftrid Alli¬
ance, that- he would move the Captain
to take fome pity on us. This inflamed
his Rage j he repeated his Threatnings,
and turning to his Companions , fpokc
with great Vehemence, in the Japanefe
Language, as I fuppofe, often ufing the
Word Chrifiianos.

The largeft of the two Pyrate Ships
was commanded by a Japanefe Captain,

B 3 who
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who fpoke a little Dutch , but very hn-
perfedly . He came up to rac, and after
feveral Qucftions, which I anfwered in
great humility , he faid we fhould not
die. I made the Captain a very low
Bow, and then turning to the 'Dutch¬
man, faid, I was forry to find more
Mercy in a Heathen, than in a Brother
Chrillian . But I had foon reafon to re¬
pent thofe foolifh Words , for that mali¬
cious Reprobate , having often endea¬
voured in vain to perfuade both the
Captains that I might be thrown into
the Sea, (which they would not yield tq ,̂
after the Promife made me, that I fhould
not die) however prevailed fo far as to
have a Punifhment inflicted on me^
worfe in all human Appearance than
Death it felf. My Men were fent by an
equal Divifion into both the Pirate-
Ships, and my Sloop new manned. As
to my felf, it was determined that I
fhouid be let a-drift in a fmall Canoe,
with Paddles and a Sail, and four Days
Provifions, which laft' the Jafanefe Cap¬

tain
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tain was fo kind to double out of his

own Stores, and would permit no Man
to fearch me. I got down into the
Canoe, while the Dutchman {landing
upon the Deck, loaded me with all the
Curfes and injurious Terms his Lan¬

guage could afford.

About an Hour before we faw the

Pirates, I had taken an Obfervation , and
found we were in the Latitude of 46 N.

and of Longitude 183. When I was
at fome diftance from the Pirates, I difco-

vered by my Pocket -Glafs feveral Iflands
to the South-Eaft. I fet up my Sail,

the Wind being fair, with a defign to
reach the neareft of thofe Iflands, which
I made a fhift to do in about three

hours. It was all rocky ; however, I got

many Birds Eggs, and (hiking fire I
kindled fome Heath and dry Sea-Weed,

by which I roafted my Eggs. I eat no
other Supper, being refolved to fpare my
Provilions as much as I could. I paffed

the Night under the Shelter of a Rock,
B 4 ftrow-



8 (̂ Voyage
firowing fome Heath under .me, and
flcpt pretty well.

The next day I failed to another
Ifland, and thence to a third or fourth,
fometimes ufing my Sail, and fometimes
my Paddles. But not to trouble the
Reader with a particular Account of my
Diftreffcs, let it fuffice, that on the fifth
clay I arrived at the laft Ifland in my
Sight* which lay South-South-Eaft to
the former.

This Ifland was at a greater diftance
than I cxpefted, and I did not reach it
in lefs than five hours. I encompaf-
.jfed it almoft round before I could find
a convenient Place to land in, which
was a fmall Creek , about three Times
the Widenefs of my Canoe . I found
the Ifland to bq all rocky, only a little
intermingled with Tufts of Grafs, and
fweet-fmelling Herbs. I took out my
fmall Proviftons, and after having re-C?

frefhed my felf, I fecured the Remainder
in
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in a Cave, whereof there were great
numbers. I gathered plenty of Eggs
upon the Rocks, and got a quantity of
dry Sea-Weed and parched Grafs, which
I defigned to kindle the next day, and
roaft my Eggs as well as I could. (For
I had about me my Flint , Steel, Match,
and Burning-Glafs.) I lay all night in
the Cave where I had lodged my Pro-
vifions. My Bed was the fame dry
Grafs and Sea-weed which I intended
for Fewel. 1 flept very little , for the
Difquiets of my Mind prevailed over
my Wcarinefs , and kept me awake. I
confidered how impoffible it was topre-
ferve my Life in fo defolate a place, and
how miferable my End muft be. Yet I
found my felf fo liftlefs and defponding,
that I had not the heart to rife ; and be¬
fore ! could get Spirits enough to creep
out of my Cave, the Day was far ad¬
vanced. I walked a while among the
Rocks ; the Sky was perfeftly clear, and
the Sun fo hot, that I was forced to turn
my Face from it : When allonafud-

den



10 oA Voyage

den it became obfcured, as I thought^
in a manner very different from what
happens by the Interpofition of a Cloud.
I turned back, and perceived a vaft opake
Body between me and the Sun, moving
forwards towards the Ifland : It feemed
to be about two Miics high, and hid
the Sun fix or feven Minutes j but I did
not obferve the Air to be much colder,
or the Sky more darkned, than if I had
flood under the Shade of a Mountain.
As it approached nearer over the Place
where I was, it appeared to be a firm
Subftanee, the Bottom flat, fmooth , and
Ihining very bright from the Reflection
of the Sea below. I flood upon a Height
about two hundred Yards from the
Shore, and faw this vaft Body defcend-
inrr almoft to a Parallel with me, atlefs

D

than an Englijh Mile diftance. I took
out my Pocket -Perfpeftive, and could
plainly difcovcr Numbers of People
moving up and down the Sides of it,
which appeared to be floping ; but

what
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what thofe People were doing, I was
not able to diftinguifh.

The natural Love of Life gave me
fome inward Motions of Joy , and I was
ready to entertain a Hope, that this
Adventure might fome way or other
help to deliver me from the defolate
Place and Condition I was in. But at
the fame Time the Reader can hardly
conceive my Aftonifhment , to behold an
Ifland in the Air , inhabited by Men,
who were able, (as it mould feem) to
raife, or fink, or put it into a pro-
greffive Motion , as they pleafed. But
not being at that time in a Difpofition
to philofophize upon this Phenomenon,
I rather chofe to obferve what Courfc
the Ifland would take, becaufe it feemed
for a while to ftand ftill. Yet foon af¬
ter it advanced nearer, and I could fee
the Sides of it encompaffed with feveral
Gradations of Galleries and Stairs, at
certain Intervals, to defcend from one
to the other . In the loweft Gallery I

beheld
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beheld fome People fifliing with long
Angling-Rods, and others looking on.
I waved my Cap, (for my Hat was long
ftnce worn out) and my Handkerchief
towards the Ifland ; and, upon its nearer
approach, I called and {houted with the
utmoft ftrength of my Voice : and then
looking circumfpectly, I beheld a Croud
gathered to that lide which was moft in
my view. I found by their pointing to¬
wards me, and to each other , that they
plainly difcovered me , although they
made no return to my fhouting . But I
could lec four or live Men running in
great hafte up the flairs to the top of the
Ifland, who then difappeared. I hap¬
pened rightly to conjecture, that thefe
were fent for Orders to fome Perfon in
Authority upon this occafion,

The Number of People increafed,
and in lefs than half an hour the Ifland
was moved and raifed in fuch a man¬
ner, that the loweft Gallery appeared in
a Parallel of lefs than an hundred yards

diftance
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diftance from the Height where I flood.
I then put my felf into the moft fuppli-
cating Poftures, and fpoke in the hum-
bleft Accent, but received no Anfwer.
Thofe who flood neareft over-againft
me, feemed to be Peribns of Diftin&ion,
as 1fuppofed by their Habit. They con¬
ferred earneftly with each other , looking
often upon me. At length one of them
called out in a clear, polite , fmooth Dia¬
led , not unlike in Sound to the Italian j
and therefore I returned an Anfwer in
that Language, hoping at leaft that the
Cadence might be more agreeable to
his Ears. Although neither or us under-
ftood the other , yet my Meaning was
eafiiy known , for the People law the
Diftrefs 1 was in.

They made Signs for me to come
down from the Rock , and go towards the
Shoar, which I accordingly did ; and the
flying Ifland being raifed to a conveni¬
ent Height, the Verge directly over me,

a
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a Chain was let down from the loweft
Gallery, with a Seat faften'd to the bot¬
tom, to which I fixed my feif, and was
drawn up by Puliies.

CHAP.
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