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48 Voyage

CHAP . IV.

The Author leaves Laputa, ,is convejii
to Balnibarbi, arrives at the Metro¬

polis . A Defcription of the Metn-
polis , and the Country adjoining , ft

Author hofpitably received by agreti

Lord . His Converfation voith^ thi
Lord.

„ •• • ■

WjMX L T H O U G H I cannot fay that
fl | i ^ I was ill-treated in this IflanJ,

yet I rauft confcfs I thought mf

feif too much neglected , not withoil

fome degree of Contempt . For neithe

Prince nor People appeared to be curioii

in any Part of Knowledge , except Mathf
maticks and Mufick, wherein I was

their Inferior, and upon that accouit

very little regarded.
OS



to L A P U T A, &c. 49
O n the other fvde, after having fcen

all the Curiofnies of the Ifland, I was
very deftrous to leave it , being heartily
weary of thofe People. They were in¬
deed excellent for two Sciences for which
I have great efteem, and wherein I am
not unverfed ; but at the fame time, fo
abftracted and involved in Speculation,
that I never met with fuch difagreeabk
Companions. I convers'd only with
Women , Tradefmen , Flafpers r and
Court-Pages, during two Months of my
Abode.here, by which, at laft, I render'd
my felf extremely contemptible ; yet thefe
were the only People from whom I could
ever receive a reafonablc Aniwcr.

I had obtained, by hard Study, a good
degree of Knowledge in their Lan¬
guage I was weary of being confined
to an Ifland where I received fo little
Countenance , and rcfolvcd to leave it
with the firft Opportunity.

There was a great Lord at Court,
nearly related to the King, and for that

VoL - » • E , -; reafoa
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reafon alone ufed with RefpecL He
was univerfally reckoned the moft ig¬
norant and ftupid Perfon among them.
He had performed many eminent Ser¬
vices for the Crown , had great natural
and acquired Parts, adorned with In¬
tegrity and Honour , but fo ill an Ear
for Mufick, that his Detractors reported
he had been often known to beat Time

in the wrong Place ; neither could his
Tutors , without extreme difficulty, teach
him to demonstrate the moft eafy Pro¬
portion in the Mathematicks . He was
pleafed to fhew . me many Marks of
Favour, often did me the honour of a
Vifir, defired to be informed in the
Affairs of Ettrope, the Laws and CuftomV
the Manners and Learning, of the feveral
Countries where I had travelled . He

Jiftncd to me with great Attention , and
made very wife Obfervations on all I
fpoke. He had two Flappers attending
him for State, but never made ufe of
them except at -Court , and in Vifits of
Ceremony , and would always command

them
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them to withdraw when we were alone
together.

I intreated this illuftrious Perfon to
intercede in my behalf with his Majefty
for Leave to depart } which he accor¬
dingly did, as he was pkafed to tell me,
with Regret : For, indeed he had made
me feveral Offers very advantageous,
which however I rcfufed with Exprcffions
of thehigheft Acknowledgment .'

O n the 16th Day of February I took
Leave of his Majefty and the Court . The
King made me a Prefent to the value of
about two hundred Pounds English, and
*ny Protector his Kinfman as much more,
together with a Letter of Recommen¬
dation to a Freind of his in Lagado , the
Metropolis : The Iftand being; then ho-4 c

vering over a Mountain about two
Miles from it, I was let down from
the loweft Gallery, in the fame man¬
ner asI had been taken up.

The
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The Continent , as far as it is fub-

yc€t to the Monarch of the Flying IJland,
pafl.es under the general Name of Bal-
nibarbu and the Metropolis , as I faid
before, is called Lagado . I felt fomc
little Satisfaction in finding my felf on
linn Ground . I walked to the City
without any Concern , being clad like
one of the Natives, and fufficiently k-
ftructed to converfe with them . I foon
found out the Perfon 's Houfe to whom
I was recommended , prefented my Let¬
ter from his Friend the Grandee in the
Illand , and was received with much
Kindnefs. This great Lord , whofe Name
was Munodi , ordered me an Apartment
in his own Houfe, where I continued
during my Stay, and was entertained
in a moft hofpitable manner.

The next Morning after my arri¬
val, he took me in his Chariot to fee the
Town , which is about half the bignefs
of London, but the Houfes very ftrangely
built , and moft of them out of Repair.

The
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The People in the Streets walked faft,
looked wild, their Eyes fixed, and were
generally in Rags. We patted through
one of the Town -Gates, and went about
three Miles into the Country , where I
faw many Labourers working with fe-
veral forts of Tools in the Ground, but
was not able to conjecture what they
were about ; neither did I obferve any
Expectation either of Corn or Grafs, al¬
though the Soil appeared to be excellent.
I could not forbear admiring at thefe
odd Appearances both in Town and
Country , and I made bold to defire my
Conductor , that he would be pleafed
to explain to me what could be meant
by fo many bufy Heads, Hands, and
Faces, both in the Streets and the Fields,
becaufe I did not difepyer any good
EfFe&s they produced ; but on the con¬
trary, I never knew a Soil fo unhappily
cultivated, Houfes fo ill contrived, and
fo ruinous, or a People whofe Counte¬
nances and Habit expreffed fo much
Mifery.and Want . -

This
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llMfft -.fei, J ^>^ >^ ' = *w * * J ■--̂ A---JUX " - -t

This Lord Munodi was a Perfon of

the firftRank , and had been fome Years

Governor of Lagado ; but by a Cabal of
Minifters was difcharged for Infuffici-
ency. However, the King treated him
with Tendernefs , as a well-meaning
Man, but of alow contemptible Under-
ftanding.

When I gave that free Cenfure of
the Country , and its Inhabitants, he made
no further Anfwcr than by telling mc,
that I had not been long enough a-
mdrig them to form a Judgment ; and
that the different Natrons of the World
had .different Cuftoms, with ot'hcr com¬

mon Topicks to the fame purpofe. But
when we returned to his Palace, he

asked me hov̂ I liked the Building,
what Abfurdities I obferved, and what

Quarrel I had with the Drefs and Looks
of his Domcfticks. This he might fafely
do, becaufc every thing about him was
magnificent, regular, and polite. I afl-

fwered,



to LAPUTA , &c. 55
fwered , that his Excellency's Prudence,
Quality, and Fortune, had exempted
him from thofe Defects which Folly and
Beggary had produced in others. He
faid, if I would go with him to his
Country Houfe .about twenty Miles
diftant, where his Eftate lay, there
would be more Leifure for this kind of
Converfation . I told his Excellency, that
I was entirely at his difpofal ; and ac¬
cordingly we fet out next Morning.

During our Journey , he made me
obferve the feveral Methods , ufed by
Farmers in managing their Lands, which
to me were wholly unaccountable ; for,
except in fome very few Places, I could
not difcover one Ear of Corn or Blade
of Grafs. But, in three hours travel¬
ling, the Scene was wholly altered ; we
came into a moft beautiful Country 5
Farmers Houfes atfmall diftanccs, neat¬
ly built ; the Fieldsenclofed, containing
Vineyards, Corn -grounds and Meadows.
Neither do I remember to have feen a

E 4 more
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mo-re delightful Profpcd . His Excellen¬
cy obferved my Countenance to clear
up ; he told mc, with a -Sigh, that there
his Eftatc bcgaiv and would continue
the Tame till we fhould come to his
Houfc ; that his Countrymen ridicuTd
and defpis'd him for managing his Affairs
no better , and for fetting fo ill an Ex¬
ample to the Kingdom , which however
was followed by very few, fuch as were
old, .and wilful, and weak, like himfelf.

• We came at length to the Houfe,-
which was indeed a noble StrutTairc,
built according to the belt' Rules of an¬
cient Architcdure . The Fountains,
Gardens, Walks , Avenues, and -Groves,
were all difpofed with exact judgment
and Tafte. I gave due Praifes to every
thing 1 * faw : whereof his Excellency
took not the leaft notice till after Sup¬
per, when , there being no third Com¬
panion , he told me,- with-a very melan¬
choly Air, that he doubted he - mull
throw down his Houles in Town .and

Country*
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Country , to rebuild them after the prcfent
Mode, deftroy all his Plantations, and
caft others in fuch a Form as modern
Ufagc required, and give the fame Di¬
rections to all his Tenants , unlefs he
would fubmit to incur the Ccnfure of
Pride , Singularity, Affectation, Igno¬
rance, Caprice, and perhaps increafe
his Majefty's Difpleafurc.

That the Admiration I appeared
to be under , would ceafc or diminifh,
when he had informed me of fomc Par¬
ticulars, which, probably, I never heard
of at Court the People there being too
much taken up in their own Specula¬
tions, to have regard to what pafledhere below.

The Sum of his Difcourfe was to this
Effect : That about forty Years ago,
certain Perfons went up to Laputa , ei¬
ther upon Bufinefs or Divcrfion, and af¬
ter five Months continuance , came back
with a very little Smattering in Mathc-

maticks,
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maticks, but full of volatile Spirits ac¬
quired in that airy Region . That thefe
Perfons upon their Return began to
diflike the Management of every thing
below, and fell into Schemes of putting
all Arts , Sciences, Languages, and' Me-
chanicks upon a new foot . To this
end, they procured a Royal Patent for
creeling an Academy of Projectors
in Lagado and the Humour prevailed
fo ftrongly among the People, that there
is not a Town of any confequencc k
the Kingdom without fuch an Academy;
In thefe colleges, the Profeffors con¬
trive new Rules and Methods of Agri¬
culture and Building, and new Inftru-
ments and Tools for all Trades and

Manufactures ; whereby , as they under¬
take, one Man fhall do the Work of
ten ; a Palace may be built in a Week,
of Materials fo durable, as to laft for
ever, without repairing 5 all the Fruits
of the Earth fhall come to Maturity at
whatever Seafon we think fit to chufe(
and increafe an hundred fold more than

the?I
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they do at prefent, with innumerable
other happy Propofals. The only In¬
convenience is, that none of thefe Pro¬
jects are yet brought to Perfection, and
in the mean time the whole Country
lies miferably wafte, the Houfes in
Ruins, and the People without Food or
Clothes . By all which, inftead of being
difcouraged, they are fifty times more
violently bent upon profecuting their
Schemes, driven equally on by Hope
and Defpair : That as forhimfelf , being
not of an enterprizing Spirit, he was
content to go on in the old Forms, to
live/ in the Houfes his Anccftors had
built, and ad as they did in every part
of Life without Innovation : That , fome
few other Perfons of Quality and Gentry
had done the fame, but were looked
on with an Eye of Contempt and ill
Will , as Enemies to Art , ignorant and
ill Commonwealthfmen , preferring their
own Eafe and Sloth before the general
Improvement of their Country.

His
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His Lordfhip added, that he would
not by any further Particulars prevent the
Pleafure I fhould certainly take in view¬

ing the Grand Academy, whither he
v/as refolved I fhould go. He only de;
fired me to obferve a ruined Building

upon the fide of a Mountain about three
Miles diftant, of which he gave rac
this Account : That he had a very con¬
venient Mill within half a Mile of his

Houfc, turned by a Current from a large
River , and fufficient for his own Family,

as well as a great number of his Tenants:
That , about feven Years ago, a Club
of thofe Projectors came to him with

Propofals to deftroy this Mill, and
build another on the fide of that

Mountain , on the long Ridge whereof
a long Canal muft be cut for a Repoii-
tory of Water , to be conveyed up by

Pipes and Engines to fupply the Mill:
Becaufe -the Wind and Air upon a Height
agitated the Water , and thereby made
it fitter for Motion ; and becaufe the

Water defcending down a Declivity,
would turn the Mill with half the Cur-

ren
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rent of a River whofe Courfe is more
upQa,a Level. He faid, that being then
not very well with the Court , and
preifed by many of his Friends, he com¬
plied with the Propofal 5 and, after em¬
ploying an hundred Men for two Years,
the Work mifcarried, the Projectors
went off, laying the blame entirely upon
him, railing at him everfince , and put¬
ting others upon the fame Experiment,
with equal Aflurance of Succefs, as.well
as equal Difappointment.

In a few days we came back to
Town , and his Excellency, confidering
the bad Character he had in the Aca¬
demy, would not go with me himfelf,
but recommended mc to a Friend of his
to bear me Company thither . My Lord
was plcafed to reprcfent me as a great
Admirer of Projects, and a Perfon of
much Curiofity and eafy Belief ; which,
indeed, was not without Truth , for I
had my felf been a fort of Projector in
my younger days.

C H A P.
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