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6i oA Voyage

CHAP . V.

The Author permitted to fee the Grand
Academy of Lagado. The Academy
largely defcribed. The Arts wherein^
the Trofejf ors employ themfelves.

f§§i| HH HIS Academy is not an en-.
|if T~Wl tire -fingle Building, but a

Continuation of fcveral Hou-,

fcs on both Sides of a Street, which

growing wafte, was purchafed and appli¬
ed to that Ufe.

I was received very kindly by the
Warden , and went for many days to
the Academy. Every Room hath in it
one or more Proje&ors, and I believeI
could not be in fewer than five hundred
Rooms.

The
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The firft Man I faw was of a mea¬
ger Afpeft, with footy Hands and Face,
his Hair and Beard long, ragged and
finged in feveral Places : His Clothes,
Shirt, and Skin, were all of the fame
Colour . He had been eight Years upon
a Project for extracting Sun-Beams out
of Cucumbers, which were to be put
into Vials hermetically fealed, and let
out to warm the Air in raw inclement
Summers. He told me, he did not
doubt in eight Years more, he mould
be able to fupply the Governor's Gardens
#with Sun-mine at a reafonable Rate;
but he complained that his Stock was
low, and intreated me to give him
fome'thing as an Encouragement to In¬
genuity, efpecially fmce this had been
a very dear Seafon for Cucumbers. I
made him a fmall Prefcnt, for my Lord
had furnifhed me with Money on pur-
pofe, becaufe he knew their Practice
of begging from all who go to feethem,

T
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I went into another Chamber, but

was ready to haftcn back, being alnaoft
overcome with a horrible Stink. My
Conductor -preffcd me forward , conju¬
ring me, in a Whifpcr , to give no Offence,
which would be highly, refentcd , and
therefore I durft not fo much as flop
my Nofe . The Projector of this Cell
was the mod ancient Student of the

Academy : His Pace and Beard were ot
a pale yellow ; his Hands and Clothes
•dawbed over with Filth. When I was

prefented to him, he cave me a very
clofc Embrace, (a Compliment I could
well have excufed.) His Employment
from his firft coming into the Academy,
was an Operation to reduce human Ex¬
crement to its original Pood, by fepa-
rating the fevcral Parts, removing the

CJ c \

Tincture which it receives from the

Gail, making the Odour exhale, and
fcumming off the Saliva. He had a
weekly Allowance from the Society, of
a Veffel filled with Human Ordure , about
the biiinefs of a Brijiol Barrel.
> / i!
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I faw another at work to calcine Ice

into Gun-Powder, who likewife fhewed
me a Treatife he had written concern¬
ing the Malleability of" Fire, which he
intended to publifh.

There was a moft ingenious Archi¬
tect, who had contrived a new Method
for building Houfes, by beginning at the
Roof and working downwards to the
Foundation, which he jullified to me by
the like Practice of thofe two prudent
Infe&s the Bee and the Spider.

There was a Man born blind, who
had feveral Apprentices in his- own Con¬
dition : Their Employment was to mix
Colours for Painters, which their Mafter
taught them to diftinguifh by feeling and
fmeliing. It was indeed my misfortune
to find them at that time not very per^
feci; in their Leffons, and the Profeffor
himfclf happened to be generally mifta-
ken : This Artift is much encouraged and
cfteemed by the whole Fraternity. .

Vol . II. F In
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I n another Apartment I was highly

pleafed with a Projector, who had
found a Device of plowing the Ground
with Hogs, to lave the Charges of
Plows, Cattle and Labour . The Me¬
thod is this : In an Acre of Ground you
bury at fix Inches diftance, and eight
deep, a quantity of Acorns , Dates,
Chefnuts , and other Mafte or Vegetables,
whereof thefe Animals are fondeft : then

you drive fix hundred or more of them
into the Field, where in a few days they
will root up the whole Ground in fearch
of their Food, and make it fit for low¬
ing, at the fame time manuring it with
their Dung .: It is true , upon Experiment
they found the Charge and Trouble
very great, and they had little or no
Cjop : However, it is not doubted that
this Invention may be capable of great
Improvement.

' ' !i ' : 'j . .*•/ . >. '. ' ■

I went into another Room , where the
Walls and Ceiling were all hung round
with Cobwebs , except a narrow Paffage

. for
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for the Artift to go in and out . At
my Entrance he called aloud to me not
to difturb his Webs . He lamented the fa¬
tal Miftake the World had been fo long in,
of ufing Silk-Worms , while we had fuch
plenty of domcftick Infecfs, who infi¬
nitely excelled the former, becaufc they
underftood how to weave as well as
fpin. And he propofed farther, that by
employing Spiders, the Charge of dying
Silks fhould be wholly faved, whereof I
was fully convinced when he fhewed me
a vaft number of Flies moft beautifully
coloured, wherewith he fed his Spiders,
alluring us, that the Webs would take a
Tincfurefrom them ; and as he had them
of all hues, he hoped to fit every body's
Fancy, as foon as he could find proper
Food for the Flies of certain Gums, Oils,
and other glutinous Matter to give
a Strength and Confidence to the
Threads.

There was an Aftronomcr who had
undertaken to place a Sun-Dial upon

F 2 the
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the great Weather -cock on the Town-
Houfe by adjufting the annual and di¬
urnal Motions of the Earth and Sun, fo
as to anfwer and coincide with all acci¬

dental Turnings by the Wind.

I was complaining of a fmall Fit of
the Cholick , upon which my Conductor
led me into a Room , where a great Phy-
fician refided, who was famous for cu¬
ring that Difeafe by contrary Operations
from the fame Iriftrumcnr. He had a

large pair of Bellows, with a long {lender
Muzzle of Ivory . This he conveyed
eight Inches up the Anus, and drawing
in the Wind , he affirmed he could make
the Guts as lank as a dried Bladder. But
when the Difeafe was more ftubborn and
violent , he let in the Muzzle while the
Bellows were full of Wind , which he
difcharged into the Body of the Patient,
then withdrew the Inftrument to j$
plenifh it, clapping his Thumb ftrongty
againft the Orifice of the Fundament;
and this being repeated three or four

times,
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times, the adventitious Wind would rum
out , bringing the noxious a'ong with it
(like Water put into a Pump) and the
Patient recover. 1 faw him try both
Experiments upon a Dog, but could not
difcem any ErFecf from the former . Af¬
ter the latter, the Animal was ready to
burft, and made fo violent a Difcharge,
as was very orfenfive to me and my
Companions . The Dog died on the
fpot, and we left the Doftor endea¬
vouring to recover him by the fame Ope¬
ration.

I vifited many other Apartments , but
{hall not trouble my Reader with all the
Curiofities I obferved, being ftudious of
Brevity.

I had hitherto feen only one fide of
the Academy, the other being appropri¬
ated to the Advancers of fpeculative
Learning, of whom I mall fay fome-
thing when I have mentioned one illu-
ftrious Perfon more , who îs called among

F 3 them
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them the uni-verfal Artift . He told us,
he had been thirty Years employing his

Thoughts for the Improvement of hu¬
man Life. He had two large Rooms
full of wonderful Curiofities , and fifty
Men at work. Some were condenfrns;
*v . . -,• . .- *• „2; ; '■ 1 0"

Air into a dry tangible Subftance, by ex-
trading the Nitre , and letting the aque¬
ous or fluid Particles percolate ; others
foftcnins; Marble for Pillows and Pin-
* • C? . . . .

cufhions ; others petrifying the Hoofs of
a living Hprfe to prcferve them from
foundring . The Artift himfelf was at
that time bufy upon two great Defigns;
the firft to fow Land with Chaff, where¬
in he affirmed the true feminal Virtue to

be contained , as he demonftratcd by fe-

veral Experiments, which I was not
skilful enough to comprehend . Theo-
ther was, by a certain Compofition of
Gums, Minerals, and Vegetables out¬
wardly applied, to prevent the Growth
of Wool upon two young Lambs ; and
he hoped in a rcafonable time to pt°'
pagate the Breed of naked Sheep all over
the Kingdom . We



to LAPUTA , ©V. 71
We croffcd a Walk to the other part

'of the Academy, where, as I have F-
ready faid, the Projector in fpecuiatlfe
Learning relided.

The felt ProfcfTor I faw,. was in a
very large Room , with forty Pupils a-
bout him. After Salutation, obferving
me to look earneftly upon a Frame, which
took up the greateft part of both the
Length and Breadth of the Room , he
faid perhaps I might wonder to fee him
employed in a Project for improving
fpeculative Knowledge by practical and
mechanical Operations. But the World
would foon be fenfible of its Ufefulncfs,
and:he flattered himfelf that a more no¬
ble exalted Thought never fprung in
any other Man's head. Every one
knew how laborious the ufual Method is
of attaining to Arts and Sciences where,
as by his Contrivance, the moft ignorant
Perfon at a rcafonable Charge, and with
a little bodily Labour, may write both
in Phiiofophy, Poetry, Politicks, Law,

F 4 Ma-
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Mathcmathicks and Theology , without
the leaft Afiiftance from - Genius or
Study. He then led me to the Frame,
about the fides whereof all his Pupils
flood in Ranks . It was twenty Foot
fquare, placed in the middle of the
Room . The Superficies was compofed
of feveral bits of Wood , about the big-
nefs of a Dye, but fome larger than o-
thers. They were all linked together
by {lender Wires . Thefe bits of Wood
were covered on every Square with
Papers pafted on them, and on thefe
Papers were written all the Words of
their Language in their feveral Moods,
Tcnfes , and Declenfions, but without
any Order . The Profeflor then defired
■ J . . . . *-rfV-lj!

me to obferve, for he was going to fet
his Engine at work . The Pupils at his
command took each of them hold of
an Iron Handle, whereof there were
forty fixed round the Edges of the
Frame ; and giving them a fudden turn,
the whole Difpofttion of the Words was
entirely changed. He then commanded

fix
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fix and thirty of the Lads to read the ieve-
ral Lines foftly as they appeared upon the
Frame ; and where they found three or
four Words together that might make
part of a Sentence, they dictated to the
four remaining Boys who were Scribes.
This Work was repeated three or four
times, and at every turn the Engine was
fo contrived, that the Words fhifted in¬
to new Places, or the fquare bits of
Wood moved upfide down.

Six hours a-day the young Students
were employed in this Labour, and the
ProfefTor mewed me feveral Volumes
in large Folio already collected, of
broken Sentences, which he intended
to piece together, and out of thofe rich
Materials to give the World a compleat
Body of all Arts and Sciences which
however might be ftill improved, and
much expedited, if the Publick would
raife a Fund for making and employing
five hundred fuch Frames in Laiado,o '
and oblige the Managers to contribute

in
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in common their feveral Colledi.
ons.

He allured me, that this Invention

had employed all his Thoughts from his
Youth, that he had employed the whole
Vocabulary into his Frame, and made
the ftricteft Computation of the general
Proportion there is in the Book between
the Numbers of Particles, Nouns , and

Verbs, and other Parts of Speech.

I made my humbleft Acknowledg¬
ment to this illuftrious Perfon for his

great Communicativenefs , and promi-
fed if ever I had the good fortune

i

to return to my native Country , thatI

would do him Juftice, as the fole h
venter of this wonderful Machine ; the
Form and Contrivance of which I de-

fired leave to delineate upon Papa
as in the Figure here annexed. I told
him, although it were the Cuftom ofour
Learned in Europe to fteal Inventions
from each other , who had thereby $
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leaft this Advantage, that it became a
Controverfy which was the right Owner,
yet I would take fuch Caution, that he
mould have the Honour entire without
a Rival.

W e next went to the School of Lan¬
guage, where three Profeflbrs fate in
Confultation upon improving that of
their own Country.

The firft Projeft was to fhorten
Difcourfe, by cutting Polyfyllables into
one, and leaving out Verbs and Parti
ciples, becaufe in reality all things ima¬
ginable are but Nouns.

The other was a Scheme for en¬
tirely abolifhing all Words whatfoever;
and this was urged as a great Advantage
in point of Health as well as Brevity.
For it is plain, that every Word we
fpeak is in fome degree a Diminution
of our Lungs by Corrofion, and con fe-
quently contributes to the fhortning of

our
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our Lives. An Expedient was there-
fore offered, that fince Words are only
Names for Things , it would be more
convenient for all Men to carry about
them, men Things as were neceffary to
exprefs the particular Bufinefs they arc
to difcourfe on . And this Invention
Would certainly have taken place, to
the great Eafe as well as Health of the
Subjecf, if the Women in conjunction
with the Vulgar and Illiterate had not
threatned to raife a Rebellion , unlefs
they might be allowed the Liberty to
fpeak with their Tongues , after the
manner of their Aneeftors s fuch con-
ftant irreconcilable Enemies to Science
arc the common People . However,
many of the moft Learned and Wife,
adhere to the New Scheme of expreffing
themfelves by Things , which hath only
this Inconvenience attending it, that itO *

a Man's Bulinefs be very great, and of
various kinds, he muft be obliged in
proportion to carry a great Bundle of
Things upon his Back, unlefs he can

afford
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afford one or two ftrong Servants to at¬
tend him. I have often beheld two of
thefc ' Sages almoft finking under the
Weight of their Packs, like Pedlers a-
mong us ; who, when they met in the
Streets, would lay down their Loads, open
their Saddles, and hold Converfation for
an hour together then put up their
Implements, help each other to refume
their Burthens, and take their Leave.

But for fhort Conventions , a Man
may carry Implements in his Pockets
and under his Arms, enough to fupply
him, and in his Houfe he cannot be
at a lofs : Therefore the Room where
Company meet who praftife this Art,
is f ill of all Things ready at hand, re-
quifite to furnifh Matter of this kind of
artificial Converfe,

Another great Advantage pro-
pofed by this Invention , was, that it
would fcrve as an LTniverfal Language
to be underftood in all civilized Na¬

tions,
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tions, whofc Goods and Utcnfils are ge¬
nerally of the fame kind , or nearly re-
fembiing, fo that their Ufes might ca%
b con-prehended. And the Embaffa-
dc ;s would be qualified to treat with
foreign Princes or Minifters of State,to
whole Tongues they were utter Stran¬
gers.o

I was at the Mathematical School,
where the Maftcr taught his Pupils\
after a Method fcarce imaginable to J
us in Europe . The Propofition and
Demonftration were fairly written on
a thin Wafer , with Ink compofed ofa _
Cephalick Tincture . This the Student
was to fwallow upon a falling Stomach,
and for three days following eat no- i
thing but Bread and Water . As the
Wafer digeftcd, the Tincture mounted to
his Brain, bearing the Propofition along
with it. But the Succefs hath not hither¬
to been anfwerable , partly by fome
Error in the Quantum or Compofition,
and partly by the Pervcrfenefs of Lads,

to ■
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to whom this Bolus is fo naufeous, that
they generally fteal afide, and difcharge
it upwards beroire it can operate ; neither
have they been yet perfuaded to ufe fb
long anAbftinence as the Prefcription
requires.

C H A P.
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