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CHAP . . VIII.

:A further Account of Glubbdubdrib.
Anfmnt , and Modern Hifiorj ar¬
retted , y

A.VIN -G a dcfire to fa
tliofe Ancients , who were
moft renowned for Wit-and
Learning , I let apart one

Day on purpofe. I propofed that Horn
and Artftotle might appear at the head of
ail their Commentators j but thefc were
io numerous , that fome hundreds were
forced to attend in the Court , and out¬
ward Rooms of the Palace. I knew and
could diftinguifh thofe two Heroes at
fi AH y " ^ ; H frit
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firft fight, not only from the Croud, butfrom each other. Homer was the taller
and comelier Perfon of the two , walked
very ered for one of his Age, and hisEyes were the moft quick and piercingI ever beheld. Ariftotle ftooped much,and made ufe of a Staff. His Vifage
was meager, his Hair lank and thin,and his Voice hollow. I foon difcover-
ed that both of them were perfect
Strangers to the reft of the Company,and had never feen or heard of them

i before. And I had a Whifpcr from aGhoft, who fhall be namelefs, that thefe
Commentators always kept in the moft
diftant Quarters from their Principals inthe lower World , through a Confciouf-
nefsof Shame and Guilt, becaufe theyhad fo horribly mifreprefented the Mean¬
ing of thofe Authors to Pofterity. I
introduced 'Didymus and Euftathius toHomer, and prevailed on him to treat
them better than perhaps they deferved ;for he foon found they wanted a Ge¬
nius to enter into the Spirit of a Poet.

But
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But Ariftotle was out of all patience

with the account I gave huu of Scotus

and Ramus , asI prefentcd them to him;

and he asked them, whether the reft of

the Tribe were as great Dunces as them-

jfclves. ,oc$ .v... . • _ .;. . ;

I then defired the Governor to call up

Defcartes and Gaffendi, with whom

I prevailed to -explain their .Syftems to

Arijlotle . This great Philofopher free¬

ly acknowledged his own Miftakes in

Natural Philofophy . becaufehe proceeded

m many things upon Conjecture , as all
Men muft do ; and he found, that

Gajfendi , who had made the Doftrineof

Epicurus as palatable as he could, and the

Vortices of 'Defcartes were equally ex¬

ploded. He predicted the fame Fate to

Attraction , whereof the prefent Learn¬
ed are fuch zealous Affertors. He faid,

that .new Syftems of Nature were but

new Falhions, which would vary W

every Age ; and even thofe who pretend
to demonftrate them from Mathematical

Prin-
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Principles, would flourifh but a fhort
Period of time, and be out of vogue
when that was determined.

I fpent five days in convciTmg with
many others of the antient Learned.
I faw moft of the firft Roman Emperors.
I prevailed on the Governor to call up
Eliogabahs 's Cooks to drefs us a Dinner,
but they could not mew us much of
their Skill, for want of Materials. A
Helot of Agefilaus made us a Difh of
Spartan Broth, but I was not able to get
down a fecond Spoonful.

The two Gentlemen who conducted
me to the Ifland, were preffed by their
private Affairs to return in three days,
which I employed in feeing fome of the
•modern Dead, who had made the great-
eft Figure for two or three hundred
Years paft in our own and other Coun¬
tries of Europe and having been alwaysa great Admirer of old illuftrious Fami¬
lies, I defired the Governoi would call

up
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up a dozen or two of Kings with their
Ancestors in order for c gl or nine Ge¬
nerations . But my Difiippomtment was
grievous and unexpe&ed. For inttead
of a long train with Royal Diadems, I
law in one Family two Fidlers, three
ipruce Courtiers , and an Italian Prelate,
Jin another a Barber, an Abbot , and two
Cardinals. I have too great a Venera¬
tion for Crowned Heads to dwell any

longer on To nice a Subjeft. But as to
Counts , Marquefies, Dukes, Earls, and
■the like, I was not fo fcrupulous, And
I confefs it was not without Come plea-
fure that I found my felf able to trace
the particular Features, by which certain
Families are diftinguifhed, up to their
Originals. I could plainly difcover from
whence one Family derives a long Chin,
why a fecond hath abounded with
Knaves for two Generations, and Fools

for two more ; why a third happened to
be crack-brained, and a fourth to be

Sharpers. Whence it came what ¥ol]-
dore Virgil fays of a certain great Houfc,
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Nec Virfortis , nec Fcemina cafta. How
Cruelty , Faifhood, and Ĉ wardiee'gre^
to be Chara&erifticks by which certain
Families are diftinguifhed as much as
by their Coat of Arms, Who firft
brought the Pox into a noble Houfe,
which hath lineally defcended in fcrophu-
lous Tumours to their Pofterity. Nei¬
ther could I wonder at all this, when I
faw l'uch an Interruption of Lineages
by Pages, Lacqueys, Valets, Coachmen,
Gamefters, Captains, and Pick-pockets.

I was chiefly difgufted with modern
Hifrory. For having ftri&ly examined
all the Perfons of greateft Name in the
Courts of Princes for an hundred Years
paft, I found how the World had been
milled by proftitute Writers , to afcribe.
the greateft Exploits in War to Cowards,
the wifeft Counfel to Fools, Sincerity
to Flatterers, Roman Virtue to Betrayers
of their Country , Piety to Atheifts, Cha-
ftity to Sodomites, Truth to Informers.
How many innocent and excellent Per¬

fons
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fons had been codemned to Death or
Banifhment, by the pra&ifing of great
Minifters upon the Corruption of judged
and the Malice of Faclion. How many
Villains had been exalted to the highcfl
Places of Truft , Power , Dignity, and
Profit : How great a fhare in the Mo¬
tions and Events of Courts , Councils,
and Senates might be challenged by
Bawds, Whores , Pimps, Parafites, and
Buffoons : How low an opinion I had
of human Wifdom and Integrity, when
I was truly informed of the Springs and
Motives of great Enterprizes and Revo¬
lutions in the World , and of the con¬
temptible Accidents to which they owed
their Succefs.

Here I difcovered the Roguery and
Ignorance of thofe who pretend to
write Anecdotes , or fecret Hiftory, who
fend fo many Kings to their Graves
with a Cup of Poifon ; will repeat the
Difcourfe between a Prince and Chief
-Minifter, where no Witncfs was by;

unlock
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unlock the Thoughts and Cabinets of
Embaffadors and Secretaries of State,
and have the perpetual misfortune to
be miftakqn. Here I difcovered the fe-
cret Caufes of many great Events that
have furprizcd the World , how a Whore
can govern the Back-ftairs, the Back'
flairs a Council, and the Council a
Senate. A General confcffcd in my
prefence, that he got a Vi&ory purely
by the force of Cowardice and ill Con¬
duct .; and an Admiral, that for want
<jf proper-1 Intelligence, he beat the Ene¬
my to whom he intended to betray the
Fleet. Three Kings protefted to me,
that in their whole Reign? they did never
once prefer any Perfon of Merit , unlefs by
Miftake, or Treachery of fome Minifter
in whom they confided : Neither would
they do it, if they were to live again 5
and they (hewed with great ftrength of
Reafon, that the Royal Throne could not
be fupported without Corruption , becaufc
that pofitive, confident, refiivc Temper,

which
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which Virtue infufed into Man, was a
perpetual Clog to Publick Bufinefs.

I had the Guriofity to enquire in a
particular manner , by what method
great numbers had procured to them-
felves high Titles of Honour , and pro¬
digious Eflates ; and I confined my En¬
quiry to a very modern Period ; However,
without grating upon prefent Times, be-
caufel would be luxe to give.no Offence
even to Foreigners, ( for I hope the
Reader need not be told , that -1 do not
in the leaft intend my own Country in
what I fay upon this occafion ) a great
number of Perfons concerned were called
up, and upon a very flight Examination,
difcover'd fuch a Scene of Infamy, that
I cannot reflect upon it without fome
Serioufnefs. Perjury, Opprefiion ,Subor¬
nation , Fraud, Pandarii 'm, and the like
Infirmities were amongft the moft excu-
fable Arts they had to mention , and fa
thefc I gave, as it was reafonable, great
allowance . But when fome confeffed

they

\
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they owed their Greatnefs and Wealth to
Sodomy or Inceft, others to the profti-
tuting of their own Wives and Daugh¬
ters ; others to the betraying their
Country or their Prince i fome to Pot-
foning, more to the perverting of Jufticc
in order to deftroy the innocent : I hope
I may be pardoned if thefe Difcoveries "
inclined me a little to abate of that pro¬
found Veneration which I am naturally
apt to pay to Perfons of high Rank,
who ought to be treated with the ut-
moft RefpeQ: due to their fublime Dig¬
nity, by us their Inferiors.

I had often read of fome great Services
done to Princes and States, and deftred
to fee the Pt*rfons by whom thofe Services
were performed. Upon enquiry I was
told that their Names were to be found
on no Record, except a few of them
whom Hiftory hath reprefented as the vi-
left Rogues and Traitors . As to the reft,
lhad never once heard of them. They
all appeared with dejeaed Looks, and

Vol . II, I in
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in the meaneft Habit, moft of them tel¬

ling me they died in Poverty and Dif-
grace, and the reft on a Scaffold ora
Gibbet.

Among the reft, there was one Per-
ion whofe Cafe appeared a little ilngu
lar. He had a Youth about eighteen
Years old {landing by his fide. He told
me he had for many Years been Com¬

mander of a Ship, and in the Sea-Fight
at Attium , had the good fortune to
break through the Enemy's great Line
of Battle, fink three of their Capital
Ships, and take a fourth, which was
the fole Caufe of Anthony's Flight, ad
of the Victory that enfued ; that the
Youth ftanding by him, his only Son,
was killed in the Action. He added,that

upon the Confidence of fome Merit,
this War being at an end, he went to
Rome, and folicited at the Court otA*

guftus to be preferred to a greater Ship,
whofe Commander had been killed; w
without any regard to his PreteriXtoMJ
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it was-given to a Youth ,who had never
feentheSea , the Son of Libert ina , who
waited on one of the Emperor's Mif-
treffes. Returning back to his own Vef-
fcls, he was charged with negleft of Du¬
ty, and the Ship given to a Favourite
Page of cPublicola the Vice-Admiral ;
whereupon he retired to a poor Farm at
a great diftance from; Rome, and thereended his Life. I was fo curious to know
the truth of this Story, that I defired
Agrippa might be called, who was Admi¬
ral in that Fight. He appeared, and con¬
firmed the whole Account , but with
much more advantage to the Captain,
whole Modefty had extenuated or con¬
cealeda great part of his Merit.

I was furprized to find Corruption
grown fo high and fo quick in that Em¬
pire, by the force of Luxury fo lately in¬
troduced, which made me lefs wonder at
many parallel Cafes in other Countries,
where Vices of all kinds have reignedfo much longer, and where the whole

I 3 Praife
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Praife as well as Pillage hath been i| I
groffed by the chief Commander, who
perhaps had the leaft Title to either.

A s every Perfon called up made ex¬
actly the fame appearance he had done
ki the World, it gave me melancholy
Refk&ions to obferve how much the
Race of human kind was degenerated
among us> within thefe hundred Years
paft. How the Pox under all its Con-
fequences and Denominations had altered
every Lineament of an Englifh Counte¬
nance, fhortned the Size of Bodies, un¬
braced the Nerves, relaxed the Sinews
and Mufcles, introduced a fallow Com¬
plexion, and rendered the Flefh loofe and
Rancid.

I defcended fo low, as to define that
fpme Englifh Yeomen of the old ftamp,
might be fummoned to appear, once fo
famous for the Simplicity of their Man¬
ners, Dyet and Drcfs, for Juftice in their
Dealings* for their true Spirit of Liberty,

for
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for their Valour and Love of their Coun¬
try. Neither couldI be wholly unmov'd
after comparing the Living with the
Dead, when I confidercd how all thefe
pure native Virtues were proftituted for
a piece of Money by their Grand-chil¬
dren, who in felling their Votes, and
managing at Elections, have acquired
every Vice and Corruption that can
poflibly be learned in a Court.

C H A P
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