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C H A P. X.

The Luggnaggians commended. A par-
ticular̂ Defcription of the Struldbruggs,
■with many Converfat ions between
the Author andfome eminent Terfons
upon that Subject,

H £ Luggnaggians are a po¬
lite and generous People, and
although tbey are not with¬
out lbnie fhare of that Pride

which is peculiar to all Eaftern Coun¬
tries, yet they mew fhemfelves courteous
to Strangers, especially fuch who are
countenanced by the Court. I had
many Acquaintance among Perfons of
the belt Falhjon., and being always at¬
tended by my Interpreter, the Conven¬
tion we had wa$not difagroeabie.

O N E.
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One Day in much good Company

I was asked by a Perfon of Quality,
whether I had feen any of their Strull
braggs or Immortals. I faidI had not,
and defired he would explain to me what
he meant by fueh an Appellation ap-
plyed to a mortal Creature- He told
me, that fometimes, though very rare¬
ly, a Child happened to be born ina
Pamily with a red circular Spot in the
Forehead, directly over the left Eye¬
brow, which was an infallible Mark
that it mould never die. The Spot, as
he defcribcd it, was about the compafs
of a Silver Three-pence, but in the courfe
of Time grew larger, and changed its
Colour 3 for at twelve Years old it be¬
came Green, fo continued till five and
twenty, then turn'd to a deep Bluej
at five and forty it grew coal Black,
and as large as an English Shilling, but
never admitted any farther Alteration.
He faid thefe Births were fo rare, that
he did not believe there could be above
Eleven Hundred Struldbruggs of both

Sexes
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Sexes in ;the whole Kingdom, of which
he computed about fifty in the Metro¬
polis, and among the reft a young Girl
born about three Years ago. That thefe
Productions were not peculiar to any
Family, but a meer Efre& of Chance ; and
the Children of the Struldbruggs them-
felves, were equally mortal with the reft
of the People.

I freely own my felf to have been
ftruck with inexpreflible Delight upon
hearing this Account : And the Perfon
who gave it me happening to un-
derftand the Balnibarbian Language,
which I fpoke very well, I could not
forbear breaking out into Expreffions
perhaps a little too extravagant. I cry-
ed out as in a Rapture 3 Happy Nation,
where every Child hath at leaft a chance
for being immortal ! Happy People, who
enjoy fo many living Examples of an-
tient Virtue, and have Matters "ready
to inftrud them in the Wifdoni of all
former Ages ! But, happieft beyond allY01" II. K com-
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compafifdn arc thofe excellent SfmU-
bruggs, who born exempt from that uni-
verfal Calamity of Human Nature, have
their Minds free and difengaged, without
the weight and depreffion of Spirits caufed
by the continual Apprehenfion of Death.
I difcovered my Admiration that I had
not obferved any of thefe illuftrious Peu-
fons at Court : the black Spot on the
Fore-head, being fo remarkable a Di-
ftinclion, that I could not have eafily
overlooked it : And it was impoilible
that his Majefty, a moft judicious Prince,
fhould not provide himfelf with a good
number of fuch wife and able Counlel-
lours . Yet perhaps the-Virtue of thofe
Reverend Sages was too ftricl:: for the
Corrupt and Libertine Manners of .a
Court . And we often find by Experk
ence, that young Men arc too opiniona-'
tive and volatile to be guided by ItW
fober Dictates of their Seniors. < How-,
ever, -fmce the King was pieafed to al-.
low me accefs to his Roya 1 Peribn , f
was reioivcd upon the very firft occafion.
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to deliver my Opinion to him on this
Mattel: freely, and at large by the help
of thy "Interpreter j and whether he
Would plcafe to take my Advice or. no,,
yet in one thing I was determined,
that his Majefty having frequently offer¬
ed rne an Eflablifhment in this Country,
I would with great thahkfulncfs accept
the Favour, and pafs my Life here in.
the Converfation of thofe fuperiour Be¬
ings the Struldbruggs -, if they would
pleafe to admit me.

The Gentleman to whom I ad-
dreffed my Difcourfe, becaufe (as I
have already obferved) he fpoke the
Language of Balnibarbi , faid to me
with a fort of a Smile, which ufually
arifes from Pity to the Ignorant , that
he was glad of any occafton to keep
me among them, and defired my per-
miffion to explain to the Company what
I had fpoke. He did fo, and they talk¬
ed together for fome time in their own
Language, whereof I undcrftcod not a

K 2 Syllable,
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Syllable, neither could I obferve by
their Countenances what impreflion my
Difcourfc had made on them. After
a fhort Silence, the fame Pcrfon told me,
that his Friends and mine ( fo he thought
fit to exprefs himfelf ) were very much
pleafcd with the judicious Remarks 1
had made on the great Happinefs and
Advantages of immortal Life ; and they
were delirous to know in a particular
manner , what Scheme of Living I
mould have formed to my felf, if it
had fallen to my Lot to have been bom
a Struldbrugg.

I anfwercd, it was eafy to be elo.
quent on fo copious and delightful a
SubjecT, efpec'ialiy to mc who have
been often apt to amufe my felf with
Virions of what I mould do if I were
a King, a General , or a great Lord:
And upon this very Cafe I had frequent¬
ly run over the whole Syftem how I
fhould employ my felf, siid pals the
time if I were furc to live for ever.
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That , if it had been my good

fortune to come into the World a
Struldbrugg , as foon as I could difcovet
my own Happinefs by underftandingthe difference between Life and Death,
I would firft refolve by all Arts and
Methods whatfoever to procure my fclf
Riches. Jn the purfuit of which, by
Thrift and Management, I might rea-
fonably exped in about two hundredYears, to be the wcalthieft Man in
the Kingdom. In the fecond place, I
would from my earlieft Youth apply
my felf to the ftudy of Arts 'and Sciences,
by which I mould arrive.in time tor excel
all others in Learning. Lately, I would
carefully record every AdiOn arid1
Event of confequence that happened"in the Publick j impartially draw the
Charaders of the feveral.Succeffions of
Princes, and great Minifters of State,'
with my own Obfervations on everyPoint . I would exadly fet down the
ftveral Changes in Cuftoms, Languages,.Falhions, Drefs, Dyet and Diverfions.

K ? By
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By all which .Acquirement 's, I . fhould
be a living Treafury of Knowledge and
Wifdom , and certainly become the Ora¬
cle of the Nation.

I would never marry after threefcorc,
but live in an hofpitablc manner , yet Hill
on ; the faving fide. I would , entertain
Tnyfeif in forming and directing the
Minds of hopeful young Men, . by con-
\4ncing : thcm ^ fro,m my own Remem¬
brance, ■Experience and Observation,
fortified by numerous Examples, of the
ufefulncfs of Virtue : in pubiick and pri¬
vate Life. But, my . Choice and ccn-
ftant Companions flioiiid be a Sett of my
own immortal .Broth ..i - ood, among
\vhonvE,ivould ; elect a doz.cn from the
moft ancient down to my own Con¬
temporaries. : Where any of thefc want¬
ed Fortunes, . I wouid provide - them
with convenient Lodges round n*v <f $"
Eftate, .and have' fomc of them always
at ,mp Tables 'only mingling ' a f-̂w of
the otooft. valuableamong you Ividttals,

whom
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whom length of Time would harden me
to lofe with little,or no reluctance, and
treat your Pofierity after the fame man¬
ner, juft as a Man diverts himielf with
the annual Succcflion of Pinks:and Tu¬
lips in his Garden, without regretting the
lois of thofe which withered the pre¬
ceding Year.

These Struldbruggs and I would
mutually communicate our Obfcrvations
and Memorials through the Courfe of
Time , remark the feveral Gradations by
which Corruption ftcals into the World,
and oppofe it in every ftep, by giving
perpetual Warning and Inftru&'ion to
Mankind j which, added to the ftrong
Influence of our own Example, would
probably prevent that continual Degene¬
racy of Human Nature fo juftly com¬
plained of in all Ages.

Add to all this, the pleafure of fee¬
ing the various Revolutions of States
and Empires, the Changes in the lower

K 4 and
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and upper World , ancient Cities in Ruins,
and obfeure Villages become the Seats
of Kings. Famous Rivers leffening into
mallow Brooks, the Ocean leaving one
Coaft dry, and overwhelming another:
The Difcovery of many Countries yet
unknown . Barbarity over-running the
politeft Nations , and the mofl barba¬
rous become civilized. I (hould then
fee the Difcovery of the Longitude, the
^Perpetual Motion, the Univerfd Medi¬
cine, and many other great Inventions
brought to the utmoft Perfection.

What wonderful Difcoveries fhould
wc make in Aftronomy , by outliving
and confirming our own Predictions, by
obierving the Progrefs and Returns of
Comets , with the Changes of Motion in
the Sun, Moon , and Stars.

I enlarged upon many other Topicks
which the natural defire of endleis Life
and fublunary Happinefs could eafily
furmfh mc with . When I had ended,

and.
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and the Sum of my Difcourfe had been
interpreted as before, to the reft of the
Company, there was a good deal of Talk
among them in the Language of the
Country , not without fome Laughter at
my expence. At laft the fame Gentle¬
man who had been my Interpreter,
faid, he was defired by the reft to
fet me right in a few Miftakes, which
I had fallen into through the common
Imbecility of human Nature , and upon
that allowance was lefs anfwerable for
them. That this Breed of Struldbruggs
was peculiar to their Country , for there
were no mch People either in Balnibarbi
or Japan , where he had the honour to
be Embaffador from his Majefty, and
found the Natives in both thefe Kingdoms
very hard to believe that the Fad was
pofllble ; and it appeared from my Afto-
nifhment when he firft mentioned the
matter to me, that I received it as a thing
wholly new, and fcarcely to be credited.
That in the two Kingdoms above men¬
tioned, where during his Refidcncc he had

eon-
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eonverfe very much, he obfcrvcd.long
Life to be the univerfal Defire and With
of Mankind . That whoever had one
Foot in the Grave, was fare to hold back
the other as ftrongly as he could. That
the -deleft.-had ftill hopes of living one
day longer , and looked on Death as
the grcatcft Evil, from which Nature al¬
ways prompted him to retreat ; only in
this Ifiandof Luggnagg , the Appetite for
living was not fo eager, from the conti¬
nual Example of the Str.uldhruggs beiore
their eyes.

That the Syftem of Living contrived
by me was unrcafonable and unjuft, be-
caufe it fuppofed a Perpetuity of Youth,
Health, and Vigour , which no Man
could be fo foolifh to hope, however
extravagant he may be in his Wifh.cs.
That the Queftion therefore was not
whether a Man would chufe to be al¬
ways in the Prime of Youth, attended
with Proipcnty and Health, but how
he would pais a perpetual Life under all
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the vtfual Disadvantages which old Age
brings along with it. For although few
Men will avow their Defires of being
immortal upon fuch hard Conditions,
yet in the two Kingdoms before-mention¬
ed of Balnibarbi and Japan , -he obferved
that every Man d̂ ftred to put off Death
for fome time longer, let it approach ever
fo late 5 and he rarely heard of any Man
who died willingly, except he were in¬
cited by .the Extremity of Grief or Tor¬
ture. And he appealed to me, whether
in thofe Countries I had travelled as well
as my own, I had not obferved the fame
general Difpo/ttion.

After this Preface, he gave me a
particular Account of the Struldbruggs
among them. He faid they commonly
aded like- Mortals, till about thirty
Years old, after which by degrees they
grew melancholy and dejected, increafing
in both till they came to four-fcore. This
M learn'd from their own Confellion ;
for otherwife there not being above two

or
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or three of that Species born in an Age,
were too few to form a general Ob-
fervation by. When they came to four-
fcore Years, which is reckoned the Ex¬
tremity of living in this Country, they
had not only . all the Follies and Infir¬
mities of other old Men, but many
more , which arofe from the dreadful Pro-
fpe&s of never dying. , They were not
only Opinionative , Peevilh, Covetous,
Morofe , Vain, Talkative , but uncapable
of Friendfhip, and dead to all natural
Affection , which never defcended be¬
low their Grand-Children . Envy and
impotent Defires are their prevailing
PalTions. But thofe Obje&s againft
which their Envy feems principally di¬
rected, are the Vices of the younger fort
and the Deaths of the old. By reflect¬
ing on the former , they find themfelves
cut off from ail poflibility of Pleafure,
and whenever they fee a Funeral, they
lament and repine that others are gone
to an Harbour of Reft, to which they
themfelves never can hope to arrive,

They
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They have no Remembrance of any¬
thing but what they learned and obferved
in their Youth and middle Age, and
even that is very imperfecL And for the
Truth or Particulars [of any Fa&, it is
fafer to depend on common Traditions
than upon their belt Recolle&ions. The
leaft miferablc among them appear
to be thofc who turn to . Dotage, and
entirely lofe their Memories ; thefe meet
with more Pity and Affiftance, becaufe
they want many bad Qualities whichabound in others.

I f a Struldbrugg happen to marry one
of his own kind, the Marriage is dif-
folved of courfe by the Courtefy of the
Kingdom, as foon as the younger of the
two come to be four-fcore. For the
Law thinks it a reafonable■Indulgence,that thofe who are condemned without
any Fault of their own to a perpetual
Continuance in the World, : fhould not
have their Mifery doubled by the Load ofa Wife.

As
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As foon as they have compleatecr
the term of eighty Years, they are lcok'd
on as dead 1 in Law ; their Heirs imme¬
diately fuccecd to their Eflates, onlya
ffnall Pittance is referved for their Sup¬
port , and -the poor ones are maintained
at the publick Charge. After that Pe¬
riod they are held incapable of any
Employment of Truft or Profit, they
cannot purchafe Lands or take Lcafes,
neither are they allowed to beWirnelles
in any Caufe, either Civil or Criminal,
not even for the Decifion of Meets and
Bounds.

- At Ninety they lofe their Teeth and
Hair, they have at that age no Dif
tindion of Tafte, but cat and drink
whatever they can get, without Rel^
ox Appetite : The Difeafcs they w«e
fubject to, Hill continuing without in-
creating or diminifhing . In talking
they forgot the common Appellation of
Things , and the Names of Pcricns, even
q{ thofe who are the neareft Friends

and
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and Relations. For the fame reafon,
they never can amitfe themfclves with
reading, becaufe their Memory will not
ferve to carry them from the beginning
of a Sentence to the end j and by this
Defect they are deprived of the only
Entertainment whereof they might other-
wife be capable.

The Language of this Country be¬
ing always upon the Flux, the Stmld-
bruggs of one Age do not underftand
thofe of another, neither are they able
after two hundred Years to hold any
Gonverfation (farther than by a few
general Words) with their Neighbours
the Mortals •, and thus they lie under the
difadvantage of living like Foreigners in
their own Country.

T h is was the Account given me of.
the SttuldbruggSi as near asI canIremem¬
ber.. I afenvirds faw five or fix of
different Ago'.?, ••'the youngeft not above'
two- hundred -Years old, who- were

brought
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brought me at feveral times by fome of
my Friends but although they were
told that I was a great Traveller, and had
feen all the World , they had not the lead
Curiofity to ask me a Queftionj only
defired I would give them Slumskudask,
or a Token of Remembrance , which is
a modeft way of begging, to avoid the
Law that ftri&ly forbids it ; becaufe
they are provided for by the Publick,
although indeed with a very fcanty Al¬
lowance.

They are • deprived and hated by
all fort of People : when one of them
is born , it is reckoned ominous, and their
Birth is recorded very particularly; fo
that you may know their Age by con-
fulting the Regiftry, which however hath
not been kept above a thoufand Years
paft, or at leaft hath been deftroyed by
Time or publick Disturbances. But the
ufual way of computing how old they
are, is by asking them what Kings or
great Perfons they can remember, and

then
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then confuking Hiftory, for infalliblythe laft Prince, in their mind, did not
begin- his Reign after they were four-fcore Years old.

They were the moft mortifying
Sight l ever beheld, and the Womenmore horrible than the Men. Befides
the ufual Deformities in extreme oki
Age, they acquired an additional Ghaft-
linefs in proportion to their Number of
Years, which is not to be defcribed5 and
among half a dozen, I Toon diftinguifh-
ed which was the eldeft, although there
was not above a Century or two between■them.

T h e Reader will eafily believe, that
from what I had heard and feen, my
keen Appetite for Perpetuity of Life
was much abated. I grew heartily
afhamcd of the pleafing Vinous I
had formed, and thought no Tyrant
could invent a Death into which I
would not run with pleafure from fuch

Vol . II. L a
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a Life. The King heard of all that had
pafled between me and my Friends up¬
on this Occafion, and rallied me very
pleafantly, wifhing I would fend a Cou¬
ple of Struldbruggs to my own Country,
to arm our People againft the Fear of
Death ; but this it feems is forbidden by
the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom,
or elfe I mould have been well content
with the Trouble and Expence of tranf-
porting them.

I could not but agree that the
Laws of this Kingdom, relating to the
Struldbruggs, were founded upon the
ftrongeft Reafons, and fuch as any other
Country would be under the Neceflity
t >f enacting in the like Circumftances.
Otherwife, as Avarice is the neceflary
Confequent of old Age, thofe Immortals
would in time become Proprietors of
the whole Nation, and engrofs the Ci¬
vil Power, which for want of Abilities
to manage, muft end in the Ruin of

,the Publick.

CHAP.
' 1 '
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