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The Lnggnaggians commended. A par-
ticularsDefcription of the Struldbruggs;
with o many  Converfations between
the Author and fome eminent: Perfous
upon that Subject.

H,E Liuggnaggians arc_a po-
T &8 lite and generous People, -and
€ although - they are not: with-

out fome {hage of that Pride
which is pe¢uliar 1o all, Eaffern Coun-
trics, yet they thew themfelves courtequs
to Strangers, efpegially {uch who are
countenanced by the Court. I had
many--Acquaintance among Perfons of
the beft Fathion, and being always - at-
tended by my Interpreter, the Converfa-
tion we had wag not difagreeable.
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O ~ne Day in much good Company
I was asked by a Perfon of Quality,
whether I had feen any of their Struld
bruggs or Immortals. 1 faid Ihad not,
and defired he would explain to me what
he meant by fuch an Appellation ap-
plyed to a mortal Creature. He told
me, that fometimes, though very rare
ly, a Child happened to be born ind
Family with a red circular Spot in the
Forchead, dire&tly over the left Eye
brow, which was an infallible Mak
that it fhould never dic. = The Spot, #
he defcribed it, was about the compafs
of a Silyer Three-pence, but in the courfe
of Time grew larger, and changed it
Colour; for at twelve Years old it ber
came Green, fo continued till fiveand
twenty,  then turn'd to a decp Blucs
at five and forty it grew coal Black
and as large as an Eng/lifh Shilling, but
never admitted any farther Alteration:
He faid thefe Births were fo rare, thit
he did not believe there could be above

Eleven Hundred Struldoruggs of both |
' Sexcs
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Sexes in“the whole Kingdom, of ‘which
he computed about fifty in the Metro-
polis, and among the reft a young /Girl
born about three Yearsago.  That thefe
Produdtions were not pecnliar: to" any
Family, but ameer Effe& of Chancesand
the  Children of the Struldbruprs them.
felves, “were equally mortal with the reft
of the People.

I freely own my felf to have bech
fruck with* inexpreflible - Delight upon
hearing this Account™: “And the Perfon
who ' gave it ' 'me happening  toh e
derftand ' the Balnibarbion Langnage;
which T fpoke very ‘well, ' I could ‘a6t
forbear. breaking ‘out “into” Expreflicns
perhaps alittle” too extravagant. °I Cry-
e¢d outasin a Rapture ; Happy Nation,
whereevery Child hath at leaft a chance
for being immortal ! Happy People, who
enjoy . fo many living Examples of an-
ticnt« Virtue, and have  Maftegs ‘ready

10 .inftru& them' in the! Wifdoni of |l
former - Ages! Bu, happiclt beyond alt

Vour. IL

com-
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compatifon -ate thofc ‘excellent Stralj-
bruggs, who born exempt from that uni-
verfal Calamity of Human Nature, have
their Minds free and difengaged, without
the weight and depreflion of Spirits caufed
by the continual Apprehenfion of Death,
I difcovered my Admiration that T had
not obferved any of thefe ilinftrious Pere
fons at Court: the black Spot-on the
Fore-head, being fo remarkable a Di
tin&ion, that I could; not have eafily
overlooked it: And it was impoflible
that his Majefty, a moft judicious Princg
fhould not provide himdelf with a: good
number of fuch wife and able Counfel
lours. - Yet perhaps the- Virtue of thofe
Revercnd Sages was. too, ftrick! for the
Corzupt and Libertine  Manners:ofii
Court.. And we often. find by Expers
cnce, that young Men are too opiniond
tive and volatile- to be -guided - by dthei
fober:Dictates of their: Seniors. ¢ How=
cvek,-fince the King' was; pleafed to al~)
low - me-accefs” to- his: Roydl Perfon, &
was refolved upon the very firft occalion:
) V10
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to deliver my Opinion to him on this
Matter freely, and at large by the help
of “my 'h’*tcrprcrf-r s and whether he
would" plcafe to take my Advice or no
yet in"c‘m’c thing I was dctcrl‘m'lcu,
that “his Majefty having frequently o“i-.;—
cd e an Eftablithimient in this C ountry
IFwould with ‘great tl*’*w'\ﬁlm,..
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the Favour, " and pafs my Life here in

the Converfation of thof¢ fuperiour Be~
ihgs the” Straldbruges, it they would
pleafe to admit me.

THE Gentleman to whom 1 ad-
drefled my Difcourfe, becaufe (as I
lave altcady obleived) he fpoke. the
Language of Baluibarbi, faid to me
with a fort of a Smile, which ufually
arifes from Pity to the Ignorant, that
he “was glad of any occafion to keep
me among them, and defired my per-
miflion to explain to the Company what
I'had fpoke. 'He did fo, and they talk-
ed together for fome time in their own
Languagc:, whereef I underltood not a

K 2 Syllable,
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Syllable, ncither could I obferve by
their Countenances what impreflion my
Difcourfe had made on them. After
a fhort Silence, the {fame Perfon told me
that his Fricnds and mine (fo he thought
fit to exprefs himfelf) were very much
pleafed with the judicious Remarks I
had made on the great Happine(s and
Advantages of immortal Life; and they
were defirous to know in a particulat
manner, what Scheme of - Living 1
fhould have formed to my felf, if it
had fallen to my Lot to have been boin
a Struldbrugg.

2

I"anfwered, it was cafy to be. elo-
quent” on* {o copious. and delightful 2
Subjedt, efpecially to ‘me who have
been often apt to amufe my felf with
Vifions of what I thould do if I were
a"King, "a ‘General, or a
And upon this very Cafe I had frequent-
ly run over “the “Whole Syftema how. d

1
ad  pals.tie
-t I.- L e

¥

rreat Lord:
]

g W e o
1cit, an

fhould" employ niy

timc if " Twere {ire to live for ever
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THAT, if it had *been niy good
fortune ' to come into‘the World a
Straldbrugg, as foon as 1 could difcoyet
my own Happinefs by underftanding:
the difference between Life and Death,
I would " firft' refolve "by -all 'Arts’and

Methods whatfoever to procure my felf’

Riches: 5T the purfuit - of which," by
Thrife ‘and* Management; 1 might “rea-
fonably - exped in about!‘two hundred
Years, to  be the 'wedlthieft Man in
the Kingdom. 1In the fecond place} 1
would from my earlieft: Youth apply
my {elf to the fludy of Arts’and Sciences;
by which I fhould arrive in time to’ excél’

all others in Learning. -Lagtly, I would’

carefully record every “Aétion: and:

Event of confequence  that 'lm'ppcm::d’
in the Publick ; impartially draw tiye:
Chara&ers of the feveral Succeflions of
Princes, and great Minifters of State,
with my own Obfervations .
Point. I would exaltly fer
feveral Changes in Cuftoms,

on eyery
down:the

. Languages;
Fafhions, Drefs, Dyet and Diverfions,
- K ;3 By
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By.,all -which, Acquitcments, - :fhould
bt be adiviig Teeafury of : Knovledge :and
IR B Wifdom, and-certainly become the Ora:
cle of the Nation.

o

; 1. weuld never marry after thréélcore,
but:liyein an lmlpm ble manner, et fill

i oni the faving, fide. . I would! engertaid
| myfelf 1 in  forming: -and. diréding ‘the
ol Minds of hopeful-yeung Men, by con-

vincigg / themi: from smy own Rement:
brapee, « Expsricnce and . Obfervation,
fortified by, namictous Examples, of the
i ufefulnefs 'of :Veietaédn | publick and- pi
vate Life. - iBut,» my: Choice ‘and con:
{tant. Compatiions fhould bea ':':i:;tt of my

T

owa igamortal . Brother-hood, among

T whemd: would: clect a dozen fron itk
moft anchent! down: to: MY IOWD Cone

|
'i . I | J' temporaries. Where any ofatliéle \'-.'1111‘15'
e e o ed -~ Eortunes; » 111 would1opfovide: - #hel
" flE [ with convenient Lodges rownd ¢4y own
[l i Eftate;wand have! fome of lern alivays
at my Table,2ronly ‘1invlinar'-i o of

the iyt  valuableiamong you Niortals,

whom
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whom I¢ngth of:Time would harden .me
to lofe with little or no reludtance, ‘and
treat your Pofterity after. the {ame: man-
ner, jult as a Man diverts himielf. with
the anaual Succeflion of Pinksand Tu-
lips inhis Garden, without regretting the
lofs _of . thofe.. which withercd :h(. pre-
ceding Ycat,

THESE Struldbryrgs and 4 would
mutually communicate our Obfcrvations
and Memorials through the Courfe of
Time, remark the feveral Gradations by
which Corruption f{tcals into the World,
and oppofe it in every ftep, by giving
perpetual Warning and  Inftrution” to
Mankind ; \t-hﬂ..;, added to the ftrohg
Inflience of  our own Example, would
probably prevent that continual Degencs
racy of Human Nature fo juftly ﬁom-
plained of in all"Ages.

ADD to all this, the pleafure of fee-
ing “taoc vartous” Revolutions of Srates
and Empires, the Changes in the fower

K- 4 and
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and upper World, ancient Cities in Raitg,
and .obfcure Villages become the Seats
of Kings. Famous Rivers leflening into
fhallow Brooks, the Ocean leaving one
Coalt dry, and overwhelming another!
The Difcovery of many Countties yet
unknown. - Barbarity - over-running the
politeft Nations, and the moft barba-
rous become civilized. D' fhould then
fee the Difcovery of the Longitude, the
Perpetital Motion, the Unrver[al Medr
¢ine, and many other ‘great Inventions
brought to the utmoft Perfe&ion.

Waat wonderful Difcoyeries fhould
wc make in Aftronomy, by outliviig
and confirming our own Predictions, by
oblerving the Progrels and Returns of
Comets,, with the Changes of Motion I
the Sun, Moon, and Stars.

I enlarged upon many other Topicks
which the natural defire of endlefs Life:
and _fublunary Happinefs . could eafily
furni'b me with. When Ihad'cndci,
an
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and the Sum of my Difcourfe had been
interpreted as before, to the reft of the
Company, there was a good deal of Talk
among them in the Language of the
Country, not without fome Laaghter at
my expence. At laft the fame Gentle-
man who had been my Interpreter,
faid,” he was defired by the reft to
fet me right in a few Miftakes, which
I had fallen into through the common
Imbecility of human Nature, and upon
that allowance was lefs anfwerable for
them. That this Breed of Struldbruggs
was peculiar to their Country, for there
were 1o {uch People cither in Balnibarbs
or fapan, where he had the honour to
be Embaflador from = his Majefty, and
found the Nativesin both thefe Kingdoms
very hatd  to believe that the Fa@ was
poflible 5 and it appeared from my Afto-
nifhment when he firt mentioned the
matter to me, thatIreceived ir asa thing
wholly new, and fcarcely to be crcditcd“,
That in the two Kingdoms above mens
tioned, where during his Refidence he had
' con-

R e
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convérfe very much, he:obferved:long
Life to;be the univerfal Defire and Wi
of Mankind. . That. whoever had o
Foor in the Grave, was {are to hold bk
the other as-firongly as he could. Tix
the -¢ldeft -had ftill haopes of  living oig
day -longer, -and Jooked ; on Death &
the gﬁ&i‘pﬂ Evil, from pwhich Nature gl
ways prompted him to refreat 3 oplyis
this Ifland of Laggnagz, theAppetiteior
living iwas not {o eager; fiom the contt
nual Example of the Struldbruggs beiok
theii- €ves.

T.a a1 the Syftem of Living contzived
by me was -unrcafonable and unjuft, be
caule it {uppoled a Perpetuity of Youth,
Health, :and Vigour, which no - Man
could: be fo foolifh to hope, howeyd
cxtravagant -he may be in his . Wilhes
That;. the, Queftion thereforc was 50
whether a Man -would chufe to bedb
ways: in the Prime of Youth, atte 1ded
with, Profperity and Health, but hov
he would pafs a perpetual Life under all

the
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the ufual Difadvantages which“old' Age’
brings along with it ‘Por although fc'w".'
Men ‘will “avow their Defires ‘'of being
immortal upon - fuch * hard Conditions,
yet in the two Kingdoms before-mention-
¢d of Balnibarbi and Yapan,- he' obldrved
that cvery Man defired to put off Death
for fome time longer, letit approach ever
fo late’s and he rarely heard of any Man
who died willingly, execpt ‘he were in-
cited by the Extremity of Grief or Tor-
ture.  And lic appealed to me, whethet’
in thofe Countrics I had travelled as well
as my own, I'had not obferved the fame
general Difpofition.

A¥TER this Preface, he gave me ‘3
particular Account of ‘the Struldbrugys
among' them.- He faid ‘they commonly’
acted  like' Mortals, till “about thirey
Years old, ‘after which by decgrees they
grew melanchely and dejeéted, mcrca{‘nw
1 both till ehiey came to four-feore. ThlS
tic'learn’d “from ‘their own Confeflion ;
for otherwife therc not being above two

or
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or three of that Species born in an Age,
were too few to form a. genetal Ob:
fervation by. - When they came to fou
fcore Years, which is reckoned the Ex.
tremity of living in  this Country, they
had not only. all the Follies and Infir-
mities of other old Men, but many
more, w hich arofe from the dreadfvl Pro:
fpecks of never dying. . They werc not
only Opinionative, Peevith, Covetons,
Morofe, Vain, -Talkative, but uncapable
of Friendfhip, and dead to: all natuml
Afte&tion, - which never defcended be
low their Grand-Children. Envy and
impotent Defires are . their prevailing
Paffions.  But thofc Objelts agink
which their Envy f{eems pringipally di
rected, are the Vices of the younger fott
and the Deaths of the old. . By teflet:
ing on the former, they, find themfelvs
cut off from all poflibility of Pleafure
and wheng¢ver they fcc a Funeral, thef
lament and repine that others are gont
to an Harbenr of Reft, to which thef
themfclves pever can hope to arfive

They
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They have no Remembrance of any
thing but what they learned and obferved
in_their Youth and middle: Age, and
even that is very imperfe&. - And for the
Truth or Particulars ‘of any Fa&, it is
fafer to depend on common Traditions
than upon their beft Recolle®ions. The
leaft - miferable . among ‘them appear
to be thofe,who turn to, Dotage, - and
catirely lofe their Memories s thefe meet
with more Pity and Afliftance, becaufe

they: want . many  bad Qualities: which
abound in others.

Lr aStruldbrugg happen to marry one
of .his .own :kind, the Marriage “is dif-
folved of .courfe by the Courtefly of the
Kingdom, .as foon-as the younger of the
tWO'come; to; be- four-{core; For the

Law thinks it~ 4 reafonable:
that thofe:wi

any Fault o
Continuance in . the Worl

Indulgence,
10 are condemaed without

d;*thould not
have their Mifery doubled by the Load of
a Wife,

As

t their 6wn to a2 perpetual

e ——
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A s 'foon a8 ‘they ‘have compleated
tie terfrt’ of ‘eighty Years; ‘titey are lookd
on “as“dead Gin Law 5 their Heirs” imme
diately (uccecd -to - their' Eftdtes, only
{mall Pittahce'is referved - for ‘their Sup-
port; atrd - tH& ‘poor ones are’ maintained
at'the publick Charge. “ After that Pe
riod” they“are'’ held incapable of any
Employment of Truft or Profit, they
cannot putchafe’ Lands “or take Leals,
either are they allowed to be Witnefles
in-any Caufe, either Civil or Crimind,
not even for the Decifion of Meers dnd
Bounds.

- At Ninety they lofe their Teeth and
Hair, they ‘have at that age no Dif
tindion of Tafte, bat: cat ‘and diik

whatever they can' get, without Relil

ar Appetit¢:> The Difeafcs they Wt
(ubje& to, fill continuing without in-
cicafing < or diminifhing. = In tatking
they forgot the common Appdlanoi. of
Things, .md thic Names of - Perfons, evel

of thofe who are the ncareft Fricnds
and
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and Relations.  For the fame reafon,
they  never can amufe themfelves with
reading, becaufe their Memory will not
ferve to carry them from the beginning
of a .Sentence to the end ; and by this
Defcct they are deprived of -the only
Entertainment svliereof they might other-
wile be capable.

18 E Language: of this Country be-
ing. always upon the Flux, the Struld-
bruggs of one Age do not underftand
thofe of another, necither are they able
after two hundred Years to hold any
Converfation (farther than by afew
general Werds) - with their: Neighbouts
the Mottals 3 2ad thus they lié under the
difadvantage of" living like Fofeignersin
their'own Cotintry,

T nxs was thedA cootnt 'given ‘me of
the Seruldirases
:

yasnear as lean! réemem-

Oerd L5 afterwds faw five o fix ‘of
different AGEs; YtHE youneeft: not abowve”

twio: hundred'” Yéars ‘old, “'Wwhor Were

brought
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brought meat feveral times by fome of
my Friends; but although they wee
told that I was a great Traveller, and had
feen all the World, they had not the leaft
Curiofity ‘to ask me a Queftion ; only
defired I would give them S/umskudash
or a Token of Remembrance, which i
a modeft way of begging, to avoid the
Law that firitly forbids 1t; becanfe
they arc provided for by the Publick
although indeed with a ‘very fcanty Al
lowance.

THEY are ' deprived and hated by
all fort of People: when one of them
is born, it is reckoned ominous, and thei
Birth- is recorded very particularly s fo
that you may know their Age by com
{ulting the Regiftry, which however hath
not becn kept above a thoufand Yeas
paft, or at leaft hath ‘been deftroyed by
Time or, publick Difturbances. But the
ufual way of computing how old thef
are, is. by asking them what Kings O
great Perfons they can remember, 408
then
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from what I had heard and feen,
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then “‘confulting Hiftory, for infallibly
the laft Puna,, in their mind, did not

begin-his ‘Reign after “they were  four-
fcore Years old,

T'HE ¥ 'were “the' moft mortifying
Sight " 1iever beheld, ‘and’ the 'Womien
mores-horrible than the Men. | Befidés
the ufual. Deformities in  extreme old
Age, they-acquired -an -additional |Ghafte
line(s in proportion to their Number of
Years, which is not to be de (cribed; and
among half -a dozeny I:{oon dli‘mw*n{h
cd; which 'was the eldeft; a Ithough -there
was netabove a Century ortwa between

them.

T HE Reader will eafily believe, that

my
keen Appcmu tor. Perpetuity of Life
was muach abated, . I grew  heartily

alhamed - 'of the pl(.aﬁncr Vifions I
had  formed, and tuouvllt no Tyrant

could invent a2 Death into which [

would not run with pJ cafure fr

om fuch
Vor. I

4
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a Life. The King heard of all that had
pafied between me and my Friends up.
on this Occafion, .and rallied me very
pleafantly, wifhing I would fend a Cou-
ple of Struldbruggs to my own Countty,
to arm our People againft the Fear of
Death 5 but this it {cems is forbidden by
the fundamental ‘Laws of the Kingdom,
or cife I (hould have been well content
with the Trouble and Expence of tranl
porting them,

I could not but agrec that the
Laws of this Kingdom, relating to tht
Struldbruggs, were founded upon the
{trongeft Reafons, and fuch as any othet
Country would be under the Neceffity
of enadting in the like Circumftances
Otherwife, as Avarice is the neceflary
Confequent of old Age, thofe Immorti
would in time become Proprietors o
the whole Nation, and engrofs the Cr
vil Power, which for want of Abilities
to manage, mult end in the Ruin of
the Publick.

CHAD
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