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T R A V E L S
PART IV.

A Voyage to the Country of
the Houy HNH nm s.

CHAP . I.
The Author fets out as Captain of a

Ship. His Men confpire againft him,
confine him a long time to his Cahbin,Jet him on Jhore in an unknown Land.
He travels up in the Country. 'The
Yahoos a Jirange fort of Animaldefcribed. The Author meets two
Houyhnhnms.

Continued at home with my
Wife and Children about five
Months in a very happy Condi¬tion, if I could have learned the Leflbn

of
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of knowing when I was well. I left if
poor Wife big with Child, and accept¬
ed an advantagious Offer made me to
be Captain of the Adventure , a ftout
Merchant -man of 35"o Tuns : For I un-
derftood Navigation well , and being
grown weary of a Surgeon's Employ¬
ment at Sea, which however I could
exercife upon occafion, I took a skil¬
ful young Man of that Calling, one
Robert Turefoy, into my Ship. We
fet fail from Portfmouth upon the fe-
cond Day oiAttguft , J710 ; on the four¬
teenth we met with Captain Tocockof
Briftol, at Tenariff , who was going to
the Bay of Campechy, to cut Log¬
wood . On the fixteenth he was part¬
ed from us by a Storm ; I heard fince
my Return , that his Ship foundered,
and none efcaped, but one Cabbin-Boy<
He was an honeft Man , and a good
Sailor, but a little too pofitive in his
own Opinions, which was the Caufe
of his Deftruftion , as it hath been of
feveral others . For if he had followed

my
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my Advice, he might have been fafe at
home with his Family at this Time as
well as myfelf.

I had feveral Men died in my Ship
of Calentures, fo that I was forced to
get Recruits out of Barbadoes, and the
Leeward IJlands, where I touched by
the Direction of the Merchants who em¬
ployed me, which I had foon too much
caufe to repent; for I found afterwardsthat moft of them had been Bucaneers.
I had fifty Hands on board, and my
Orders were, that I fhould trade with
the Indians in the South-Sea, and make
what DifcoveriesI could. Thefe Rogues
whom I had picked up debauched my
other Men, and they all formed a Con-
fpiracy to feize the Ship and fecure
me; which they did one Morning , rulh-
ing into my Cabbin, and binding me
Hand and Foot, threatning to throw me
over-board, if I offered to ftir. I told
them, I was their Prifoner, and would
fubmit. This they made me fwear to

1 do,
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do, and then they unbound me, only
fattening one of my Legs with aChain
near my Bed, and placed a Centry at
my Door with his Piece charged, who
was commanded to fhoot me dead, if |
I attempted my Liberty . They fent
me down Victuals and Drink, and took
the Government of the Ship to them- j
felves. Their Defign was to turn Py-
rates, and plunder the Spaniards, which
they could not do, till they got more
Men . But firft they refolved to fell the
Goods in the Ship, and then go toMa¬
laga/car for Recruits , feveral among
them having died fince my Confinement.
They failed many Weeks, and traded
with the Indians , but I knew not what
Courfe they took, being kept a clofe
Prifoner in my Cabbin, and expecting
nothing lefs than to be murdered, as
they often threatned me.

Upon the ninth Day of May ifih
one James Welch came down to my
Cabbin ; and faid he had Orders fromthe
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the Captain, to fet me a-fhore. I ex-
pod dated with him, but. in vain ; nei¬
ther would he fo much as tell me who
their new Captain was. They forced
me into the Long-boat, letting me put
on my beft Suit of Cloaths, which were
as good as new, and a fmall bundle
of Linen , but no Arms except my
Hanger ; and they were fo civil as not
to fearch my Pockets, into which I con¬
veyed what Money I had, with fome
other little Neceffaries. They rowed
about a League ; and then fet me down
on a Strand. I defired them to tell me,
what Country it was. They all fwore,
they knew no more than myfelf, but
faid, that the Captain ( as they called
him) was refolved, after they had fold
the Lading, to get rid of me in the fir ft
place, where they could difcover Land.
They pufhed off immediately, advifing
me to make hafte, for fear of being
overtaken by the Tide, and fo bad me
farewell.
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In this defolate Condition I ad-
vanced forward, and foon got upon
firm Ground, where I fate down on
a Bank to reft myfelf, and confidcr
what I had beft to do. WhenI was
a little refrefhed, I went up into the
Country , refolving to deliver myfelf to
the firft Savages I fliould meet, and
purchafe my Life from them by fome
Bracelets, Glafs-rings, and other Toys,
which Sailors ufually provide themfelves
with in thofe Voyages, and whereof1
had fome about me : The Land was
divided by long rows of Trees, not
regularly planted, but naturally grow¬
ing ; there was great plenty of Grafs,
and feveral Fields of Oats. I walked
very circumfpe&ly for fear of being
fur prized, or iuddenly fhot with an Ar¬
row from behind or on either fide. I

fell into a beaten Road , where I few
many Tracks of human Feet, and fome
of Cows, but moft of Horfes. At laft
I beheld feveral Animals in a Field, and

one
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©ne or two of the fame kind fitting in
Trees. The Shape was very Angular,
and deformed, which a little difcom-
pofed me, fo that I lay down behind aThicket to obferve them better. Some
of them coming forward near the place
where I lay, gave me an opportunity
of diftin&ly marking their Form. TheirHeads and Breafts were covered with a
thick Hair, fome frizled and others
lank, they had Beards like Goats, and
a long ridge of Hair down their Backs
and the fore-parts of their Legs and Feet,
but the reft of their Bodies were bare
fo that I might fee their Skins, which
were of a brown buff Colour. They
had no Tails, nor any Hair at all on
their Buttocks, except about the Anus,
which, I prefume, Nature had placed
there to defend them as they fate on
the Ground ; for that Pofture they ufed
as well as lying down, and often flood
on their hind Feet. They climbed high
Trees as nimbly • as a Squirrel, for
they had ftrong extended Claws before

and
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and behind, terminating in fharp pointy
hooked. They would often fpring, and
bound, and leap with prodigious Agi¬
lity . The Females were not fo large as
the Males, they had long lank Hair on
their Faces, nor any thing more than
a fort of Down on the reft of their
Bodies, except about the Anus, and
'Pudenda. Their Dugs hung between
their Fore-feet, and often reached almoft
to the Ground as they walked. ■The
Hair of both Sexes was of feveral Co¬
lours, brown , red, black, and yellow.
Upon the whole , I never beheld in all
my Travels fo difagreeable an Animal,
nor one againft which I naturally con¬
ceived fo ftrong an Antipathy. So that
thinking I had feen enough, full of
Contempt and Averfion, I got up and
purfued the beaten Road, hoping it
might direct me to the Cabbin of fome
Indian . I had not gone far when I met
one of thefe Creatures full in my way,
and coming up directly to me. The
ugly Monfter , when he faw me, dif-

8 , torted
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tOrted feveral ways every Feature of hisVifase, and flarted as at an Objeft he•had never feen before; then approaching
nearer, lifted up his fore-paw, whethertmt of Curiofity or Mifchief, I could
not tell. But I drew my Hanger, and
gave him a good Blow With the flat
fide of it, for I durft not ftrike him with
the Edge, fearing the Inhabitants might
be provoked againft me, if they fliOuldcome to know, that I had killed Of
maimed any of their Cattle. When
the Beaft felt the fmart, he drew back,and roared fo loud, that a Herd of at
leaft forty came flocking about me
from the next Field, houling' and 'ma¬king Odious Faces; but I ran to the
Body of a Tree, and leaning my Back
againft it-, kept them 'off by waving
my Hanger. Several of this curfed
Brood getting hold of the Branches
behind, leapt ufj in the Tree , from
whence they began to difcharge their
Excrements on my Head: However, I
efcaped pretty well, by flicking clofe..Vol.11. N to
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to the Stem of the Tree , but was i{-
moft ftifled with the Filth , which fell
about me on every fide.
C : "V ' Jt ^ •* — '

j In the midft of this Diftrefs, I ob-
ferved them all to run away on a Hid¬
den as faft as they could, at whichI
ventured to leave the Tree , and purfue
the Road, wondring what it was that
could put them into this Fright. But
looking on my left hand, I faw aHorfe
walking foftly in the Field : which my
Perfecutors having fooner difcovered,
was the caufe of their Flight . The Horfe
flatted a little when he came near me,

but foon recovering himfelf, look'dfull
in my Face with manifeft Tokens of
Wonder : He viewed my Hands and
Feet, walking round me feveral times.
I would have purfued my Journey, but
he placed himfelf dire&ly in the way,
yet looking with a very mild Afpe&>
never offering the leaft Violence. We
flood gazing at each other for fometime;
at laft I took the Boldnefs to reach my
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Hand towards his Neck, with a Defigrito ftroak it ufing the common Style and
Whittle of jockies when they are goingto handle a ftrange:Horfe. But this Ani¬
mal Teeming to receive my Civilities with
Difdain, fhook his Head, and bent his
Brows, foftly railing up his right fore¬foot to remove my Hand, Then heneighed three or four times^ but in fd
differenta Cadence, that I almoft beganto think he was fpeaking to himfelf hi
fome Language of his own.

While he and I were thus em¬
ployed, another Horfe came up ; who
applying himfelf to the fir ft in a very
formal manner, they gently ftruck each,others right Hoof before, neighing fe-
veral times by Turns , and varying theSound, which feemed to be alrrioft arti¬
culate. They went fome Paces off, "as ifit were to confer together , walking fideby fide, backward and forward, like
Perfons deliberating upon fome Affair
bf Weight , but often turning their

N z Eyes -
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Eyes towards me, as it were to watch
that I might not efcape. I was amazed
to fee fuch Actions and Behaviours in
brute Beafts, and concluded with ray-
felf, that if the Inhabitants of this Coun¬
try were endued with a proportionable
Degree of Reafon, they muft needs be
the wifeft People upon Earth. This
Thought gave me fO much Comfort,
that I refolved to go forwafd untilI
could difcover fome Houfe or Village,
or meet with arty of the Natives, leav¬
ing the two Horfes to difcourfe together
as they pleafed. But the firfr, who was
a Dapple Gray, obferving me to Ileal
off, neighed after me in fo exprelfivea
Tone , that I fanfied myfelf to undei-
ftand what he meant ; whereupon1
turned back, and came near him, to exj
pe£t his farther Commands. But con¬
cealing my Fear as much as I could,
for I began to be in fome Pain, how
this Adventure might terminate ; and
the Reader will eafily believe I did not
much like my prefent Situation.

6
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The two Horfes came up clofe to
me, looking with great Earneftnefs up¬
on my Face and Hands. The grey Steed
rubbed my Hat all round with his
right fore-hoof, and difcompofed it fo
much, that I was forced to adjuft it bet¬
ter, by taking it off, and fettling it a-
gain \ whereat both he and his Compa¬
nion (who was a brown Bay) appeared
to be much furprized; the latter felt the
Lappet of my Coat, and finding it to
hang loofe about me, they both looked
with new Signs of Wonder. He ftroked
my right hand, feeming to admire the
Softnefs and Colour ; but he fqueezedit fo hard between his Hoof and his
Pattern, that I was forced to roar ; after
which they both touched me with all
poflible Tendernefs. They were under
great Perplexity about my Shoes and
Stockings, which they felt very often,
neighing to each other, and ufing va¬
rious Geftures, not unlike thofe of a
Philofopher, when he would attempt to

N 3 folve
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folve fome new and difficult Phsn(>
menon.

Upon the whole , the Behaviour of
thefe Animals was fo orderly and ratio¬
nal, fo acute and judicious, that I at laft
concluded, they muft needs be Magi¬
cians, who had thus metamorphofed
themfelves upon fome defign, and fee¬
ing a ftranger in the way, were re-,
folved to divert themfelves with him;
pr perhaps were really amazed at the
fight of a Man fo very different in Ha¬
bit , Feature and Complexion from thofe
who might probably live in fo remotea
Climate. Upon the firength of this
Reafoning , I ventured to addrefs them
in the following manner : Gentlemen,
jf you be Conjurers , as I have good
Caufe to believe, you can underlland
$ny Language ; therefore I make bold
to let your Worfhips know , that I am
a poor diftreffed Englifli Man, driven
by his misfortunes upon your Coaft, and
I entreat one of you, to.let me ride up¬on
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on his Back, as if he were a real Horfc,
to fome Houfe or Village, where I can
be relieved. In return of which Fa¬
vour , I will make you a Prefent of this
Knife and Bracelet, (taking them out
of my Pocket.) The two Creatures
flood filent while I fpoke, feeming to
Men with great Attention • and when
I had ended, they neighed frequently
towards each other, as if they were en¬
gaged in ferious Converfation. I plain¬
ly obferved, that their Language ex-
preffed the Paffions very well, and their
Words might with little -Pains be re-
folved into an Alphabet more eafily
than the Chinefe.

I could frequently diftinguifh the
Word Tahoo, which was repeated by
each of them feveral times-, and altho'
ft was impoflible for me to conjecture
what it meant ; yet while the two
Horfes were bufy in Converfation, I
endeavoured to pra&ife this Word upon
my Tongue ; and as foon as they "were

N 4 filent,
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filent, I boldly pronounced -Td̂ o in%
loud Voice, imitating at the fame time,
as near as I could, the Neighing of a
Horfe ; at which they were both vifibly
{urprized, and the Gray repeated the
fame Word twice, as if he meant to
teach me the right Accent, whereinI
fpoke after him as well as I could, and
found myfelf perceivably to improve
every time, though very far from any
degree of Perfection. Then the Bay
tried me with a fecond Word, much
harder to be pronounced ; but reducing
it to the Englijh Orthography^ may be
fpelt thus, Houyhnhnms. I did not fuc-:
ceed in this fo well as in the former,
but after two or three farther Trials, I
had better fortune ; and they both ap¬
peared amazed at my Capacity.

After fome farther Difcourfe,
which I then conjectured might relate

- to me , the two Friends took their
Leaves with the fame Compliment of
linking each other'sHoof ; and the Gray



the Houyhnhnms . 171
made me figns that I fhould walk be¬
fore them, wherein I thought it pru¬
dent to comply, till I could find a better
Director. When I offered to flacken my
pace, he would cry Hhuun, Hhuun ; I
gueffed his meaning, and gave him to
underftand, as well as I could, that I
was weary, and not able to walk fafter;
upon which, he would ftand a while tolet me reft.

CHAP.
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