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£ H. A B1l]

The Author fludions to learn the Lan.
gtage, the Houyhnhnm bis Mafler of-
[t 2n teaching him.  The Language
defcribed. Several Houyhnhnms of Qua-
lity come out of Curivfity to fee the Au-
thor. . He gives bis Mafter a [bort Ae-
count of his Voyage.

Y principal Endeavour was to
l A learn the Language, which ‘my
Mafter (for fo I fhall henceforth cail
him) and his Children, and every -Ser-
vant-of his Houfe were defirous to
teach me. For they looked upon it as
a Prodigy, that a brute Animal fhould
difcover fuch Marks of a rational Crea-
ture. I pointed to every thing§ and en-
quired the name of it, which I wrote
down
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down in my Fournal-Book when Twas |
alone, and correCted my bad Accent, by
defiring thofe of the Family to pronounce

it often. In this Employment, a forrel
Nag, one of the under Scrvants, was
very ready to affift me.

I~ fpeaking, they pronounce through
the Nofe 'md Throat, and_their an.
guage approaches neareft to the High-
f?)zzrr:& or German, of any 1 know in
Europe ; but 1s muah more graceful and
fignificant. The Emperor “Charles V. |
made almoft the fame Obfervation, when
he faid, That if he were to fpeak to his
Horfe, it fhould be in High- Ditch.

'Tae Curiofity and Impqtience of my
Mafter were o oreat, that he fpent
many” houts of hIS 1e1(mc to m{‘trut
me. e Xvas convinced ‘(as he after
watds told me) that T muft be Tzzﬁﬂf":
but “my “Teachablenefs; "Civility,
Cléanlinefs ' aftonifhed "him ; \‘rhldl

were Qualities alcogether fo oppof ite 10
thoif:
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thofe Animals. He was moft perplex-
edabout:my : Clodthsy reafoning fome-
times with thimfelf, ‘whether they were
a part of my Body ; for I'never pulled
them off till -the Family'cwere afleep,
and got them: on 'before: they waked
in the Morning. ~ My Maftet: was ea-
ger to leatn from whence I came, how

acquired thofe .appearances. of Rea~
fon, which I c'nit:m*u'cd in all; my A&-
Ons, and. to know -my. Story from my

wn Mouth; which he hoped he Thould
foon dobyt 11<, great Profic zcmy 1 made
in: learning r.and p]onouncmg thesr
Words 'md Sentent To: help . my
Memory, I formed all I earned into-the
Englifb. Alph abet, and writ the, Words
dowa witinthe Tra Mlations, . This laft,
after fome time, I ventured to do m
my: Maiter's prefence. ., It .coft .me
much: trouble to -explainrito -him what
1 was doing 3 for the Inhabitants have
not the leaft Idea -of Books: and Lite-
fatures I )

In
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IN about ten Weeks time I was
able to ‘underftand moft of his Que.
ftions, and in three Months could give
him fome tolerable Anfwers. He was
extremely curious to know from what
part of the Country I.came, and how
I was taught to imitate a rational Crea-
ture, becaufe the 2zboos, (whom he faw
I exaltly refembled in my Head, Hands,
and Face, that were only vifible,) with
fome appearance of Cunning, and the
ftrongeft difpofition to Mifchief, were
obferved to be the moft unteachable
of all Brutes. 1 anfwered, ThatI came
over the Sea from a far Place, with
many others of my own kind, in 2
great hollow Veflel made of the bodies
of Trees. 'That my Companions forced
me to land on this Coaft, and then
left me to fhift for myfelfl It w&
with fome difficulty, and by the help
of many Signs, that T brought him €©
underftand me. He replied, That ]

muft needs be miftaken, or that lf“jd
the
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the Thing which was not. (For they
have no Word in their Language to
exprefs Lying or Falfehood.) He knew
it was impoflible, that there could be
a Country beyond the Sea, or that a
parcel of Brutes could move a wooden
Vellel whither they pleafed upon Wa-
ter. He'was fure no Houybubnm alive
could make fuch a Veflel,  nor would
truft 22ho0s to manage it.

Yue Word Howyhnbum, in their
Tongue, fignifies a Horfe, and in its
Etymology, The Perfection of Nature.
I told my Mafter, that T was at 2 lofs
tor Expreflion, but would .improve as
faft as I could;  and hoped .in a {hort
tume I {hould be able to tell him Won-
ders: He was pleafed to diret his own
Mare, his Colt and Fole, and the Ser-
vants of the Family to take all Oppor-
tunities of inftru&ing me, and every
Day for two or three Hours, he was
at the fame Pains himfelf: Several
Horfes and Mares of Quality in the
Neighbourhood
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Neighbourhood came often to our houfe
upon the Report fpread of a wonderful
Lahoo, that ‘could: {peak like a Huy-
bubum, and- feemed in'-his Words and
A&ions to difcover fome glimmerings
of Reafon, . Thefe delighted to converfe
with .me; »they  put’ many: Queftions,
and . received fuch. Anfwers,; as I was
able -to -zeturps By, all thefe Advan-
tages, I made. fo great a. progrefs, that
in five Months ﬁorn my Arrival, I un-
derftood whatever was 1.pohf,, aml could
exprefs myfelf .tolerably: well.

T ae Houybvbyms who came.to yilit
my. Madter, rout of -a defign: of fecing
and tdnxlﬂﬁ swith me, could. hardly be:
lieve me to be,a 110111: Zdbao, becavie
my. Bodyhad: a different Covering fom
others jof my kind.?, , Theywere alto-
nifhed: to.obferve me without the ufudl
Hair or Skin, except on-my; Head, Facg,
and Hands; but I difcovered that 5
cret-to my Mafter; upon . an Accident,
which ]1’1]"}136‘1(_![1 about a Foutaiglit be
fore. T Bave
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I mavE; already told the Reader,
that every Night when the Family were
gone to bed, it was my Cuftem to ftrip,
and cover myfelf with my: €loaths:
It happened. one Morning garly, that
my Mafter, fent for me,. by rthe forrel
Nag,: who: was -his -Valet ; when he
came, I was faft afleep, my Cloaths fal-
len off on one fide, and my, Shirt aboye
my, Wafte. . I awaked at;the.Noife he
made, and obferved him to deliver, his
Meflage. in fome Difordery after.which
he went, to. .my Mafter,; and in; a greac
fiight gave him a: very confufed  Ac-
count of what he. had feen: This I
prefently. difcovered ;: for going as fogn
as 1 was drefled, ito pay, my Attendance
upon ins.Homu;, he asked me the mean-
g of what his, Servant had reported,
that I.was not the {ame:thing when I
flept as I appeared to be at oxhu times;
that his Valet Iaf"uu.d *‘i-n {ome part
ob:me was-whit 9 {fome,yeliosy, at lealt
hot fu white, .and ©me browa.

T Bnap
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i sap hitherto corcealed ‘the Secret
of my Drefs, in order to diftinguifh my-
felf as mudl as T could from the curfed
Race of Zahoos; But now 1 found it in
vain to 'do fo any longer. - Befides, |
confidéred, . that my Cloaths and Shog
would foon wedr out,” which “already
were in a declining- Condition; and
muft be fupplied by fome Contrivance
frorh the Hides of " Zuboos” or other
Brutes; whereby the wholeSectet would
be known: I therefote told my Mafter,
That in the Country from whencel
came, thofe of my Kind always covered
their Bodies with the Haits of certain
Animals prepared’ by Art, s well for
Decency, as to avoid the Inclemencies
of Air both hot and cold; of which, &
to my own Perfon T would give him if-
mediate Convi&ion, if he pleafed tocom-
mand me ; only deﬁ1 ing his Bxcufe; it 1
did not expofe thofe Parts that Nature
taught us to conceal. He faid my Dif-

courfe was all very {’cran ae, but f:fpf:cmll
the
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the laft Part ; for he could not uader-
ftand why. Nature fhould teach; us to
conceal what Nature had given. That
neither himfelf nor. Family were afha-
med of any Patts of their Bodies . but
however I might do as I pleafed. Where-
upon, Ificft unbuttoned my Coaty and
pulled it off. I did the fame with my
Waftecoat; T drew off my Shoes, Stoc-
kings and Breeches. I let my Shirt down
to my wafte, and drew: up the Bottom,
faftning it like a Girdle about my mid-
dle-to hide my nakednes.

M ¥ Mafter obferved the whole Per.
formance with great Signs of Curiofity
and Admiration. He' took up all my
Cloaths in his Paftern, one Piece after
another, and examined them diligent-
ly ;- he then ftroaked. my Body very
gently, and looked round me feveral
times, after which he faid, it was plaip
I muft be a perfe&t Zakoo; but that T
differed very much from the reft of my

Species, in the foftnefs, and whitenefs
Yol. II. P and
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and §mootlines of my Skin, my wint
of Hajr in feveral Parts of my Body, the
Shape and Shortnefs of my Claws behind
and before, and my affe@ation of walk-
ing continually on my two hinder Feet,
He defired to fee no more, and gave
me léave to put on my Cloaths again,
for T was fhuddering with Cold.

i exprESSED my uncafinefs at hi
siving me {0 often the ‘Appellation of
Zaboo, an 0dious Animal, fos which1
had fo utter an Fatred and Contempt
Y begged he would forbear applymg
that Word to me, and take the fame
Order in his® Family, and -among s
tiriends whom he fuffered to fee me
¥ requefted likewife, that the Secret of
having a falfe covering fo My Body
might be known to nonc but himfel
af leaft as long as my prefent Cloath-
ing  {hould Jaft « for, as to what the
gorrel Nao hisValet had obferved, hus
‘Honeur might command him to cor-

s‘.@’:ﬂ it’.
ALL
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Avv this my Mafter very gracioufly
confented "to, and thus the Secret was
kept till' my Cloaths began’ to wear out,
which T was forced' to'fupply by feve.
ral ‘Contrivances, that fhall:-hereafeer ‘be
mentioned. 'In the mean‘time, he'deé:
fired T'would go on with' my utmofk
Diligence to learn their Language, ‘bés
caufe he was more aftoniflied at myCas
pacity for ‘Speech and R eafon, than 4t
the: Figure of my 'Body, whether it
were covered or no'y adding, that le
waited with fome Impatience to’hedy

the Wonders which I promifed to tell
him. '

From thenceforward he doubled’ the
Pains he had been at to infiru€k me’s
he brought me into all Company, and
made them treat me with Civility; be-
caufe, as he told them ‘privartely; ‘this

would put me into good Humour, and
make me more diverting,

P2 EveEry
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| Everx Day when 1 waited of |
DR him, befide the Trouble he: was at i

hﬁ\ | te.afching, he w.ould ask me feveral Que-
e ftions concerning: myfelf, which I an-
Aeh fwered as well.as I could; and by thefe
i i means’ he had, already received fome
}1 L e general Ideas, though wvery imperfect.
g It would be tedious to relate the feve:
|] ral Steps, by iwhich I advanced to 2
il more. regular, Converfation: . But the
firft. Account X gave of myfelf i any
Wi Order :and Length, was: to this pui:
d‘ g pOfC . |

Tuat 1 cime from a very f
Country, as I had already attempted
to. tell him with about fifey more Of
my. own Specics; that we eraveled
upon the Seas, in a great hollow Veﬁffl
madé ‘of 'Wood, and larger than b
Honour’s Houfe. 1 defcribed the Ship
eo him in the beft terms 1 could, and
explained by the hclp .of my Handker-

chief difplayed, how it was driven tur-{
ward

-
P,
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ward by the Wind.*“That upon & Quir-
rel among us, I was'fét-on fhore 6n
this “Coaft; “where'T walked forward
without knowing whither, till he deli-
vered me from the Perfécution of thofe
exeerable Zahoos. He asked me, whe
made the' Ship, 'and how it was poffi-
ble that the Houybubmunis of my Country
would leave it to the Managementiof
Brutes? My Anfwer was, that I durk
proceed no farther in'my Relation; un-
lefs he would give 'me his. Word: and
Honour that he would not be offended,
and then T would "tell him the: Wop-
ders ‘I "had {o often promifed. . He a-
greed; and T went on by-afluring himy,
that the Ship was made: by ‘Creatures
like myfelf, who in all the Countries
I had travelled, as well as in my
own, were the only governing, rational
Animals; and that -upon my Arrival
hither, T was as much aftonifhed to {ee

the Houybnbums agt like rational Be.

ings, as he or his Friends could be jn

finding fome Marks of Reafon in a

P 3 Creature
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Creature he was pleafed to call a Zabw,
to which I.owned my Refemblance in
every. Ratt; ‘but could not account for
their .degenerate 'and brutal Nature 1
{aid firther; that if good Fortune ever
reftored- me _to-my native Country; 10
rélate my Travels hither, as 1 refolved
todog every body waould beli¢ve that 1
faid the Thing which was uot) that I
invented the Story out of my own Head;
and with all'poffible Refpeét to himfel
his Family, ahd Friends, and under his
Promife of ~not  'being offended, our
Countrymen would hardly thinkit po
bable, that a Houybuhnm fhould be- the
prefiding Creature of a Nation, and 2
T abop the Brutes
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