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CH A P L

The Author diverts the Emperor and
his Nobility of both Sexes in a very
uncommon manner. The Diverfions
of the Court of Lilliput deferibed.
The Author has his Liberty granted
bim upon certain Conditions.

iy Y Gentlenefs and good Beha-
i 16l viourhad gained fo faron the
: 4 Emperor and his Court, and
Mexd indeed upon the Army and
People ingeneral, that I began to conceive
Hopes of getting my Liberty in a fhort
time. ltook all poflible Methods to cul-
tivate this favourable Difpofition. The
Natives came by degreesto be lefs appre-
henfive of any Danger from me. I
would fometimes lie down, and let five or
fix
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48 AN ovags

fix of them dance on my Hand. And$
il L laft the Boys and Girls would venture to
A ¢ome and'play at Hide and Seck in my
| Hair. I had now made a good Progrefs
in underftanding and {peaking their Lan.
guage. The Emperor had a mind one
day to cntertain me with feveral of the
i Country. Shows;. ‘wherein they exceedall
; Nations I have known, both for Dexte.
| i rity and Magnificence. I.was diverted
| with none fo mauch asthat of the Rope
i Dancers, performed upon a {lender wihite
Thread, cxtended about two: Foot, and
twelve Inches from the Ground.' Upon
which I'fhall defire liberty, with the Rea
deér’s Patienice, fo enlarge a little.

“"FHr's Diverfion is only practifed by
thofe "Perfons who “are “Candidates for
great Employments; and high Favour,
Court. They arc trained in “this At
from thet Yotith," and 4r¢ not always of
noble Birth, ‘or liberal Education.” When
& great Office is Vacant cither by Death
or Difgrace (which often happens) fivé
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0 LILLIPUT. 49

or ;{ix of thofe Candidates petition the
Emperor to.entertain his Majefty and the
Coust with a Dance on-the Rope,. and
whoever jumps the higheft: witheut fal:
ling, fucceeds in the Office., Very often
the 'Chief Minifters them{elves are come
manded te.fhew their Skill,;and to cons
vince the Emperor that theyhave not loft
their Faculty. Flimmap, the Treafurer; is
allowed to cut a Caper.on theiftrait Rope;
atleaft an Inch higher than any other Lord
in the whele Empire. - I have feen him
do the Summerfet feveral times together
upon a Treneher fixed ~on the, Rope,
which is no thicker than a common Pack-
thread in England. . My Friend Reldre-
ﬁu’ principal Secretary. for private Affairs,
18, in. my opinion, if I am. not partial,

the fccond after the Treafurer ;. the reft of
the¢ nfcat Officers are much upon Ak Ak

THESE Diyerfions-are, often attended
with fatal Accidents; whereof great Num-
bersare-on Reeord, I my felf- have feen
two or three Candidates break a Limb.
But
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But thie Daniger is much greater when thie
Minifters themfelves are commanded to
fhew  their Dexteritys for by contend.
ing to excelthemfelvesand their Fellows,
they ftrain fo far, that thereis hardly one
of them who" Hath ‘not received a-Fall
and foime 'of them twe or three.” I was
affired that a Year or two before my Afrit
valy Flimmapwould have infallibly broke
his Neck; if oneof the King’s Cufhiony
that ‘accidentally lay on the Ground, had
not weakened' the Force of his Fall.

T 1 E R E islikewife 4notlier: Diverfiot
which ‘is only fhéwn before the Emperof
and Emprefs, and firft - Minifter, upot
particular Occafions.  The Empéror lays
oi ‘4 Tablé three fine filken Threads of
fix Inches: long. ' One is Purple, tht
other Yellow, @nd the -thied '~ White
Thefe Threads are propofed as Prizes fo!
thofe Perfons whom the Emperot hathi
mind to diftinguifh' by a peculiar Markol
his Favour. The Ceremony is performel
in his Majefty’s great Chamber of State:

4 whernt®
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o BYLELIPUT. 51

where the Candidates are to undergo a
Tryal of Dexterity very different from
the former, and fiich as1 have not obferved
the leaft Refemblance of in any other
Country of the old or the new World.
The Emperor holds a Stickin his Hands
both ends patallel to the Horizon, while
the ‘Candidates advancing one by one,
fometimes leap over the Stick, fometimeés
creep under it backwards and forwards fe.
veral times, according as the Stick is ad-
vanced ordeprefled. Sometimes the Em-
peror holds one end of the Stick, and his
firft. Minifter the other : fometimes the

‘Minifter has it entirely to himfelf Who.-

cver performs his Part with moft Agility,
and holds out the longett in leaping and
creeping, is rewarded with the Purple
colouted Silk'; the Yellow js given to the
next,’ and the White to the third, which
they all ‘wear gitttwice round about the
middles and you fee few great Perfons

about this Court; who are not adorned
with one of thefe Girdles.
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‘T uE Hotfes. of .the; Army; -and; thef
of the royal Stables, having .been dai
led before .me, were 0o longer dhy, b
would come up tomy very Feet witho
ftarting. . The Riders -would leap: thy
over my Hand as 1 held it on the Grou
and onc of the Emperor’s Huntfmen,y
on a large Courler,, took .my  Fou
Shoe and all; whichwas-indeed a-pi
digious Leap. 1 hadithe geod fortunel
divert the Emperor onc Day after v
cxtiamdmar}? mannex.. 1 defired hé wa
order feverak Sticks of twe Foot hi¢
and the thicknefs of an ordinary Cang|
be brought me ; whereupon: his Majd
comumanded the Mafter of his Weodds
give Diretions accordingly, and then
Morning fix Wood:men arrived with
many Carriages, drawn by cight. Hot
to each.: I took: mine of thefc Stié
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fixing them firmly in the Ground P

qqadr:uwul,ar Figure, two footandal
Square. I took four ether. Sticks;'#
tied them parallel at each Corner, abf

1 i

thc
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wo - foot - from ' the :Giound ; then I
thof faftned -my | \Handkerchief ito- the gine
dal  Sticks that-ftood ecrect,’ and extended it
h b enallfides till ic was as tight asthe top of
that 2 Drum ; and the four parallel Stickis ris
the fing about five Inches higher than'the
ount Handkerchief; ferved:as Ledges on cach
ng {ide. . -When I had.finithed my Work, I
Foy defired:the Emperor to let a Troop of
apy his bett-Horfe, twenty: four in number;
el ¢ome. and-excrcife upon this Plainy! His
aug Majelty approved of the Propofal, and 1
wei took themwup onc by one in my hands,
h:Lﬁ ready mousnited and armed, with the pro-
mel Per-Officers to exertife them. As foon as
lajd they: got into: order they dividedi:into
sdst tWo Parties, performed mock Skirmifhess
e difcharged / blunt Arrows,  drew:: theip
sich Swords; fled and purfued, attacked and
Hot fetired; and in thort difcovered the beft
sy Mmilitary: Dilcipline I ever beheld, The
d.ip Parallel Sticks fecured them and: their
bl Horfes from f:ﬂlmcr over the Stage; and

/i the Emperor was io much dclighted, thae:
N peiic ordered this Entertainment to be re-
-“ Yozl I E peated




54 A VoYAGE

peated feveral days, -and once was plea
to be lifted up, and give the word|
Command; and, with  great difficuly
perfuaded even the Emprefs her {elf tol
me hold her in her clofe Chair withinty
yards of the Stage, from whence fhey
able to take a full View of the wh
Performance. It was my geod forti
that no ill Accident happencd in th
Entertainments, only once a fiery Hol
that belonged to one of the Capti
pawing with his: Hoof ftruck a hole
my Handkerchief, and his Foot {lippi
he overthrew his ‘Rider and himdclf;!
I immediately relicved them both; &
covering the hole with one Hand, I
down the Troop with the other; inf
fame manner as I took them up. I
Horfe that fell was ftrained in thel
Shoulder, butthe Rider got no hutt;é
L repaired my Handkerchief as wellé
could 5 however, Iwould not trufttol
Strength of it any more in fuch da
rous Entecrprizes.
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2o LILEPUT. 5§

ABouUT two or three days before I
was fet at liberty, as T ‘was entertaining
the Court with thefe kind of Feats, there
arrived an’ Exprefs to inform his Majefty,
that {fome of his Subjeéts riding near the
Place whereTwas firft taken'up, had feen
4 great black” Subftance lying on the
Ground very-“odly thaped, extended ‘its
Edges round as wide as his Majefty’s Bed-
chambet, and rifing up in the ‘middle as
high as. a ‘Man; that it was no living
Creature, asthey at ficft apprehended, for
it lay on the Grafs withour Motion ; and
fome of them had walked round it feve.

“ral times: That by mounting upon €ach

other’s Shoulders, they had got to the tor,
Which was: flat’ and- even;, and ftamping
upon it they found ir was hollow withe
in ;" that they humbly conceived:it mighe
be f{omething belonging to ‘the M-
Mountains and it his Majefty pleafed,
they would undertake to bring it with
only five Horfes, I prefently knew what
they meant, and was glad at heart to re.

E 2 ceive
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ceive, this Intelligence. It fcems upy
my. firft reaching the Shore after our Sh
wreck, 1 was.in fuch confufion, thatlf g,
fore I came-to the place wherc Iwentl A,
{lecp, my Hat which I had faftned with pf
String to my Head while I was rowiy ¢,
and had ftuck on all the time Iwas {wit ou
ming, fell off after Icame to Land; ti ;¢
String, asIconjeture, breaking by {08 ]
Accident which I never obferved; I ¢o
thought my Hat had been loft at-Sea ex]
intreated his Imperial Majefty to give ( of
ders it might: be brought to me as foor Ox
poilible, defcribing to him the UfedFo
the Nature of it : And the next Daytthe
Waggoners arrived with it, but not ifihg
verygood condition 5 they had boredttTh
Holes in the Brim, within ‘an Inch#Fo
half of the Edge, and faftned two: Hojefli
in the Holes ; thefc Hooks wer¢ tyed bjtha
long Cord to the Harnefs, and-thusifer
Hat was dragged along for above halffmy
Englifp Mile: but the ‘Groundin #Pre,
Country being extremely {mooth and froy
vel, it receiv'd lefs Damagethan 1 cxpﬁfﬂun Cc

4, T
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L Days' after this" Adventure; the
atl Emperér having ordered that Part 6f his
Mt Army which quarters in and about his
with Mctmpolis to be in ‘4 feadinefs, took a
Wik fancy of divérting himfelf in a very fin®
fWiF gular manner. He defired Twould ftadd
L U dike a Coloffus, with my - Legs'as fara-
7100 funder as I'conveniently could. He then
b & commanded his General, (who 'was an old
€ experienced Leader, and a"steat Patton
i¢ Cof mine) to draw up the Troops in clofe
o0t Order, and march themi under me s the
[c¢Foot by twenty-four in a Breaft, and
layithe Horfe by fixteen, ‘“with Drums beat-
ot iiing, Coloursflying, and Pikes advancéd.
edti This Body confifted of threc thoufind
chiFoot, and“a thoufand Horfe. * His Ma.
Hotjelty gave Orders, upon ‘pain of Death,
d bythat every Soldier in his March (hould 65
wsiferve the firiceet Decency, with regard o
wlfmy Perfons which, however, could not
v #prevent fome of the younser Officers
wdfrom turning up their Eyes as they paffed
pediider me.  And, ‘to confefs the Truth,
To E 3 my
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my Breeches were at that time in foi
Condition, that they afforded fome(
portunities for Laughter and Admizai

I had fent fo many Mcmorials and!
titions for my Liberty, that his Mg
at length mentioned the Matter fif
the Cabinet,- and then in a full Coun
where it was oppofed by -none, e
Skyrefh Bolgolam, who was pleafed, ¥
out any Provocation, to be my n
Encmy.  But it was carricd againft!
by the whole Board, and counfirmel
the Emperor. That Minifter wasGi
or Admiral of the Realm, very mu
his Mafter’s Confidence, and a ¢
well verfed in Affairs, but of a mo
and four Completion. . Howev
was at length perfuaded to comply;
prevailed that - the Articles and G
tions upon which I fhould be. fet!
and to which I muft fwear, fhoul
drawn up by himfelf. Thefe Af
were brought to me by Skyrefb Bal

in Perfon, attended by two: Under-¥
i
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2o £ RLLIRPUT . 59

taries, and feveral Perfons of Diftin&ion.
After they were read; I was demanded to
{wear to the Performance of them 3 firft
in the manner of my own Country, and
afterwards- in the method prefcribed by
their Laws: which was to hold my right
Foot in my left Hand, toplace the mid-
dle Finger#of my right Hand on- the
Crown of my Head, and my Thumb on
the Tip of my right Ear. « But becaufe
the Reader may perhaps:be curious to
haye fome idea of the Style and manner
of Expreflion peculiar to that People, 25
well as to know the Articles upon which
L recovered my Liberty,»1 have made a

~tran{lation.of the whole Inﬁrumcnt word

for word; as nearas I was dble, whichl
here offer to the Publick.

GoLeasTo MOMAREN EVLAME Gunr:
DILO SHEEIN Murry UrLy GUE, mofit
Mighty Emperor of Lilliput, Delight and

¢ Terror of the Univerfe; 'whofe Domic

nions extend five thoufand Bluftrugs, (a~
bout twijve Miles in, Circumference) to
E 4 the
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the Extremities of the Globe; Mo
of iall Monarchs, taller than the Sons|
Men ; whofe Feet prefs down to the Gy
ter, and whofe ‘Head ftrikes againftd
Sun: At whofe Nod the Princes” of
Earth fhaketheirKnees; pleafant ast
Spring, comfortable as the Sumimer, fiy
ful as:Autumn, dreadful as Winter. |
mof {fublime Majefty propofeth ‘to{
Mun-Mountain, lately artived to ourd
leftial Dominions, the following Artid
which by a folemn Oath he fhall be
liged to perform.

F1r s T, The Man-Mount s thalls
depart fromour Dominions, withoutt
Licence uhder out Great Seal.

24, He fhall not prefume to comt
to our’ Metropolis, without our exp
Otrder 5 - at -which time 'the: Inhabitd

- fhall. have two- hours warning to &
within their doors.

38,411
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to LILLIPUT. 61

39, T 1 € (aid Man-Meuntain thall con-
fine his ‘Walks to our principal ‘high
Roads, and not offer to walk or lie down
in‘a Mcadow or Field of Corn.

4", As he walks the' faid Roads, "he
fhall take the utmoft care not to trample
upon the Bodies of any of our loving
Subjecks, their Horfes, or Carriages, nor
take any of our faid Sabjeds into his
hands, without their own Confent.

s, IF an Exprefs requires extraordi-
nary Difpatch, the Man-Mountain thall
be obliged to carry in his Pocket the Mef
fenger and Horfe a Six Days Journey once
in every Moon, and return'the faid Me(.
fenger back (if fo required) fafe to our
Imperial Prefence.

6, HE thall be our Ally againft oug
Enemics in“the Hland of Blefufen, and
do his utmoft to deftroy their Fleet, which
1S NOW prepating to invade us.

7% THAT
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oth Tuarx the {aid Man-Mountan
thall, at his times of leifure, be aidiny
and aflifting to our Workmen, in help
ing to raife certain great Stoncs, towar
covering the Wall of the principal Park
and other our Royal Buildings.

gh Tuart the (aid Man-DMouuta
fhall, in two Moons time, deliver ind
exa&t Survey of the Circumference g
our Dominions by a Computation ofll
own Paces round the Coatt.

LASTL Y, That upon his folemn O
to obferve all the above Articles, i
{aid Man-Mountain thall have a dail
Allowance of Meat and Drink fufficics
for the Support of 1728 of our Subje
with free Accefs to our Royal Perfo
and other Marks of our Favour. Giyt
at our Palace at Belfaborac -the twelf
day of the ninety-fitt Moon of o
Reign, ™

1 {wol
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!ffm I {wore and fubfcribed to thefc Ar-
o ticles'with great Chearfulnefs and Con-
e gent, althoﬁgh fome of them' were not
;MT fo honourable as I could have wifhed ;
W which proceeded wholly from the Ma-
lice of Skyrefh Bolgolam the High-Ad-

. miral: whereupon: my Chains were im-
?-ztar: mediately unlocked,” and I wasat full li-
108 berty ;s the Emperor -him{elf in . Perfon
€8 did me the Honour to be by at the whole
A Ceremony. - I.made my ‘Acknowledg-
ments by proftrating myfelf «at- his Ma-

4 jefty’s Feet: But:he commanded me to

rife ; andafter many graciots Expreflions,
which, to avoid the Cenfiure: of Vanity,
‘d*“'f I fhall not repeat; he ‘added; that he
1% hoped I fhould prove a ufeful Servant,

oje and well deferve all the Favoursshe had
2ot already conferred upon me, or might do
Gi¢  for the future.

velfl

T ol T HE Reader may pleafe to obferve,

that in the laft Article for the RLcovrtw
fwor of my Liberty, the Empcmr ftipulates

fo
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to allow me a Quantity of Meat and
Prink {ufficient for the Support of 1724
Lilliputians. . Some time after, askingy
Friend ar Court how they came to fix o
that determinate Number 5 he told me
that his Majefty’s Mathematicians, haviug
taken the height of my Body by th
helpof a Quadrant, and finding it to ¢x
ceed theirs in the Proportion of twelit
to one, they concluded from the Simi
larity of their Bodies, that mine muft con
tain at leaft 1728 of theirs, .and confe
quently would require as much Foodd
was neceflary to fupport that number 0
Lilliputians. By which, the Reader mi
conceive an Idea of theIngenuity of th
People, as well as the prudent and exa
Occonomy of {o great a Prince.

CHAL
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