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5>z ^ Voyage

CHAP . VI.

Of the Inhabitants of Lilliput ; then
Learning, Laws , and Cuftoms, the
Manner of Educating their Children.
The Author's- way of living in that
Country. His Vindication of a gru\
Lady.

Lthoughl intend to leave the
Defcription of this Empire toa
particular Treatife, yet in the
mean time I am content to gra¬

tify the curious Reader with fome gene¬
ral Ideas. As the common fize of the
Natives is fomewhat under fix Inches
high, fo there is an exad Proportion in
all other Animals, as well as Plants and
Trees : For inftance , the talleft Horfes
and Oxen are between four and five In¬

ches

•
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ttLILUPUT . 93
dies in height , the Sheep an Inch and a
half, more or lefs ; their Geefe about the
bignefs of a Sparrow, and fo the feveral
gradations downwards , till you come to
the fmallcft, which, to my light were
almoft invifible ; but Nature hath adap¬
ted the Eyes of the Lilliputians to all
Obje&s proper for their view : They fee
with great exa&nefs but at no great dif-
tance . And to fhew the fharpnefs of their
fight toward Obje&s that are near, I have
been much pleafed obferving a Cook pul*
ling a Lark, which was not fo large as a
common Fly; and a young Girl thread¬
ing an invifible Needle with invifible Silk.
Their talleft Trees are about feven foot
high : I mean fome of thofe in the great
Royal Park , the tops whereof I could but
juft reach with my Fift clinched . The
other Vegetables are in the fame propor -r
t\ on •, but this I leave to the Reader 's ima¬
gination.

I mall fay but little at prefenr-of their.
Learning , which for many Ages hath

i flourifhed



94 A Voyage
flourifhed in all its Branches among theft;
But their manner of writing is very pecu.
liar , being neither from the left to the
right , like the Europeans ; nor from the
right to the left , like the Arabians ;nor
from up to down , like the Chinefe ; not
from down to up, like the Cafcagiami
but aflant from one Corner of the Pa¬
per to the Other, like Ladies in England.

They bury their Dead with theii
Heads dire&ly downwards , becaufe they
hold an Opinion , that in eleven thou>
fand Moons they are all to rife again,
in which Period the Earth (which they
conceive to be flat ) will turn upfide
down , and by this means they fhall, at
their Refurredion , beTound ready ftand-

*-r » * - i - ' -fs » ■

ing on their Feet. The Learned anion?
them confefs the Abfurdity of this Doc-
trine , but the Pra&ice ftill continues, in
compliance to the Vulgar,

There are fome Laws and Cuftoms
in this Empire very peculiar j and if"they

\vc«.



to LKMPtJT . 9f
were not fo direftly contrary to thofe
of my own dear Country , I mould be
tempted to fay a little in their juftification.
It is only to be wilhed, that they were as
well executed. The firftI lhall mention,
relates to Informers . AH Crimes againft;
the State are punifhed here with the ut-
moft Severity ; but if the Pcrfon accufed
maketh his Innocence plainly to appear
upon his Trial , the Accufer is immediate¬
ly put to an ignominious Death ; and out
of his Goods or Lands, the innocent Per-
fon is quadruply recompenfed for the lofs
of his Time , for the Danger he under¬
went , for the hardfhip of his Imprifon-
ment , and for all the Charges he hath
been at in making his Defence. Or , if
that Fund be deficient, it is largely fup-
plied by the Crown . The Emperor does
alfo confer on him fome publick Mark of
his Favour, and Proclamation is made of
his Innocence through the whole City.

They look upon Fraud as a greater
Crime and Theft , and therefore feldom

Fail,
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fail to punifh it with Death j for they
allcdge , that care and vigilance, with ave¬
ry common Underftanding , may preferve
a Man's Goods from Theives , but Honefty
has no fence again ft fuperior Cunning;
and fince it is necelfary that there fhould
be a perpetual Intercourfe of buying and
felling , and dealing upon Credit , where
Fraud is permitted or connived at, or hath
no Law to punifh it, the honeft Dealer is
always undone , and the Knave gets thead«
vantage , I remember when I was once in¬
terceding with the King for a Criminal
who had wronged his Mauxr of a great
fumof Money , which he had received
by order," and ran away with ; and hap¬
pening to tell his Majefty, by way of ex¬
tenuation , that it was only a Breach of
Trait the Emperor thought it monftrous
in me to offer, as a Defence , the greateff
Aggravation of the Crime : And truly1
had little to fay in return , farther than the
common anfwer , that different Nations
had different Cuftoms 5 for, I confefs, I
was.heartily afhamcd.

- Ai-
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Although wcufuallycall Reward
and Punifhment the two Hinges upon,
which all Government turns, yet I could
never obferve this Maxim to be put in
practice by any Nation except that of
Lilliput . Whoever' can there bring fuf-
ficient Proof that he hath ftriftly obferved
the Laws of his Country for feventy
three Moons, had a claim to certain Pri¬
vileges, according to his quality and con¬
dition of Life, with a proportionable
Sum of Money out of a Fund appropria¬
ted for that Ufe : He likewifc acquires
the Title of Snilpall, or Legal, which is
added to his Name, but does not dcfcend
to his Poftcrity. And thefe People thought
it a prodigious defeft of Policy amongus, when I told them that our Laws
were enforced only by Penalties without
any mention of Reward. It is upon this
account that the Image of Juftice, in their
Courts of Judicature, is formed with fix
Eyes, two before, as many behind, and
on each fide one, to fignify Circum-

fpettion;
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ipection ? with a Bag of Gold open inhef
right Hand, and a Sword Iheathed in her
left , to fhewfhe is more difpofed to re¬
ward than to punifh.

In chufing Perfons for all Employ,
ments , they have more regard to good
Morals than to great Abilities ; for, fince
Government is neceffary to Mankind,
they believe that the common fize of hu¬
man Underftandings is fitted to fome
Station or other , and that Providence ne¬
ver intended to make the Management of
publick Affairs a Myftery, to becompre-
hended only by a few Perfons of fublime
Genius, of which there feldom are three
born in an Age : but they fuppofe Truth,
Juftice , Temperance ^ and the like, to be
in every Man's power j the Practice of
which Virtues , aflifted by Experience and
a good Intention , would qualify any
Man for the fervice of his Country , ex¬
cept where a courfe of Study is required,
But they thought the want of moral Vir¬
tues was fo far from being fupplicd by fu-

i paid



to LILLIPUT . 99
perior Endowments of the Mind , that
Employments could never be put into
fuch dangerous Hands as thofe of Perfons
fo qualify'd ,* and at leaft, that the Mi-
ftakes committed by Ignorance in a vir¬
tuous Difpofition, would never be of fuch
fatal Confequence to the Publick Weal,

. as the Praftices of a Man whofe Inclina¬
tions led him to be corrupt , and had
great Abilities to manage and multiply,
and defend his Corruptions.

In like manner , the Disbelief of a
Divine Providence renders a Man uncapa-
ble of holding any publick Station ; for
fince Kings avow themfelves to be the De¬
puties of Providence , the Lilliputians
think nothing can be more abfurd than
for a Prince to employ fuch Men as dif-
ownthe Authority under which he a&s.

In relating thefe and the following
Laws, I would only be underftood to
mean the original Institutions , and not
the moll fcandalous Corruptions into

which
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which thefe People are fallen by the dc-
generate Nature of Mail. For as to
that infamous Practice of acquiring great!
Employments by dancing on the Ropes,!
or Badges of Favour and Diftin&ion \
leaping over Sticks, and creeping und«
them , the Reader is to obferve , that they
were firft introduced by the Grand-father
of the Emperor now reigning , and grew
to .the prefent height , by the gradual in
«reafe of Party and Faction.

Ingratitude is among thema
capital Crime , as we read it to have been
in fome other Countries ; for they reafon
thus , that whoever makes ill returns to
his Bcnefa&or, muft needs be a common
Enemy to the reft of Mankind , from

"whom he hath received no Obligation!
and therefore fuch a Man is not fit to live.

Their Notions relating to the Dit
ties of Parents and Children differ*

tremely from ours. For, flnce the Coi>
jun &ion of Male and Female is founded

upon
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upon the great Law of Nature , in order
to propagate and continue the Species, the
Lilliputians will needs have ir> that Men
and Women are joined together like
other Animals, by the motives of Con -,
cupifcence ; and that their Tendernefs to¬
wards their Young proceeds from the like
natural Principle : for which reafon they
will never allow, that a Child is under
any obligation to his Father for begetting
him , or his Mother for bringing him into
the World , which , confidering the mife-
ries of human Life, was neither a Benefk
in it felf, or intended fo by his Parents,
whofe thoughts in their LoVe-Encoun-
ters were otherwife employ 'd. Upon
thefe, and the like Reafonings , their
Opinion is, that Parents are the laft of
all others to be trufted with the Educa¬
tion of their own Children : and there¬
fore they have in every Town publick
Nurferies , where all Parents , except Cot¬
tagers and Labourers, are obliged to fend
their Infants of both Sexes to be reared
and educated when they come to theAge of

Vol . I. H twenty
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twenty Moons , at which time they are
fuppofed to have fome rudiments ofDo-
cility . Thefe Schools are of feveral
kinds , fuited to different qualities, and
to both Sexes. They have certain Pro-
feffors well skilled in preparing Children
for fuch a condition of Life as befits the
rank of their Parents , and their own
Capacities as well as Inclinations . I
mall flrft fay fomething of the male Nun
feries, and then of the Female.

The Nurferies for Males of noble or

eminent Birth, are provided with grave
and learned Profeffors , and their feveral
Deputies . The clothes and food of the
Children are plain and fimple. They art
bred up in the Principles of Honour,
Juftice, Courage , Modefty , 'Clemency,
Religion , and Love of their Country:
they are always employed in fome bui
xiefs, except in the times of eating ami
fleeping , which are very fhort , and two
hours for Diverfions, confifting of bodi¬
ly Exercifes . They are drelfed by Mm

till
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till four Years of Age, and then are
obliged to drefs thcmfelvcs , although
their Quality be ever io great j and the
Women Attendants , who are aged pro-
portionably to ours at fifty, perform on¬
ly the moft menial Offices. They are
never fuffered to convcrfe with Servants,
but go together in fmall or greater num¬
bers to take their Diverfions, and always
in the prefence of a Profcffor, or one of
his Deputies s whereby they avoid thofe
early bad impreflions of Folly and Vice
to which our Children are fubjec"t.Their Parents are fuffered to fee them
only twice a Year ; the Vifit is tolaft but
an hour . They are allowed to kifs the
Child at meeting and parting j but a Pro-
feffor, who always ftands by on thofe oc-
cafions, will not naffer them to whifper,
or ufe any fondling Expreffions, or bring
any prefents of Toys , Sweet -meats, andthe like.

The Penfion from each Family forthe Education and Entertainment of a
H 2 Child
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Child , upon failure of due payment, is
levyed by the Emperor 's Officers.

The Nurferies for Children of ordi¬
nary Gentlemen , Merchants , Traders,
and Handicrafts , are managed proportions
ably after the fame manner ; only thoi:
defigned for Trades , are put out Am
prentices at eleven Years old , whera
thofe of Perfons of Quality continue;!
their Nurferies till fifteen, which anfweii
to one and twenty with us : but tb
Confinement is gradually lcflened fortt(|
laft three Years.

In the female Nurferies , the your.;
Girls of Quality are educated much lit!
the Males, only they are dretfed by or¬
derly Servants of their own Sex ; buta!|
ways in the prefence of a ProfeiTort:
Deputy , till they come to drefs then
felvcs, which is at five Years old . Anl
It be found that thefe Nurfes ever pre]
fume to entertain the Girls with frightfr
cr foolifli Stories, or the common Foils

pratlin
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praftifcd by Chamber -Maids among us,
they are publickly whipped thrice .about
the City , imprifoned for a Year , and
banimed for Life to the moft defolate
part of the Country . Thus the young
Ladies there are as much afhamed of
beino; Cowards and Fools, as the Men,ZD

and defpife all perfonal Ornaments be¬
yond Decency and Cleanlinefs : Neither
did I perceive any Difference in their Edu¬
cation, made by their difference of Sex,
only that the Exercifes of the Females
Were not altogether fo robuft ; and that
fome Rules were given them relating to
domeftick Life, and a fmaller compafs
of Learning was enjoined them : For the
Maxim is, that among People of Qua¬
lity, a Wife fhould be always a reafona-
ble and agreeable Companion , becaufe
fhe cannot always be young . When the
Girls are twelve Years old, which among
them is the marriageable Age, their Pa¬
rents or Guardians take them home,with.
great Expreffions of Gratitude to the
'Profeflors, and feldom without Tears

H 3 of
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of the young Lady and her Compa-
nions.

I n the Nurferies of Females of the
meaner fort the Children are inftrufted
in all kinds of Works proper for their
Sex, and their feveral degrees : Thofehv
tended for Apprentices , are difmiffedai
nine Years old, the reft are kept to thirteen.

The meaner Families, who have Chil¬
dren at thefe Nurferies , are obliged, be.
fides their annual Penfion , which is as
low as poflible , to return to the Stew¬
ard of the Nurfery a fmall monthly:
fhare of their gettings , to be a Portion
for the Child ; and therefore all Pa¬
rents are limited in their Expences by
the Law . For the Lilliputians think
nothing can be more unjuft , than for
People , in fubfervience to their own Ap¬
petites , to bring Children into the World,
and leave the Burthen of fupporting them
on the Publick . As- to Perfons of Qua¬
lity , they give Security to appropriate a

certain
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certain Sum for each Child , fuitable to
their Condition 5 andthefe Funds are al¬
ways managed with good Husbandry and
the moft exaft Juftice.

The Cottagers and Labourers keep
their Children at home , their Bufinefs be¬
ing only to till and cultivate the Earth,
and therefore their Education is of little
confequence to the Publick ; but the
Old and Difeafed among them are fup-
ported by Hofpitals : for Begging is a
Trade unknown in this Kingdom.

And here it may perhaps divert the
curious Reader , to give fome account of
my domeftick, and my manner of living
in this Country , during a Reftdence of
nine Months and thirteen Days. Hav¬
ing a Head mechanically turned , and be¬
ing likewife forced by neceffity , I had
made for myfelf a Tableland Chair con¬
venient enough, out of the largeft Trees
in the Royal Park . Two hundred Semp-
ftreffes were employed to make me Shirts,

H 4. and
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and Linen for Bed and Table , all of
the ftrongeft and coarfeft kind they could1
get ; which , however , they were forced
to quilt together in feveral Folds, for the!
thickefl: was fome degrees finer than
Lawn . Their Linen is ufually three In¬
ches wide , and three Foot make a Piece,
The SempftrefTes took my Meafure as1
lay on the ground , one ftanding at my
Neck , and another at my Mid-leg, with
a ftrong Cord extended , that each held
by the end, while the third meafuredth?
length of the Cord with a Rule of an
Inch long . Then they meafured my right
Thumb , and defired no more j fpr bya
mathematical Computation , that twice
round the Thumb is once round the
Wrift , and fo on to the Neck and the
Wafte , and by the help of my old Shirt,
which I difplayed on the Ground before
them for a Pattern , they fitted me ex¬
actly. Three hundred Taylors were em¬
ployed in the fame manner to make me
Clothes ; but they had another Contd:
yance for taking my Meafure . I kneelei

down?
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down, and they raifed a Ladder from the
Ground to my Neck ; upon this Ladder
one of them mounted , and let fall a Plum-
Line from my Collar to the Floor , which
juft anfwered the length of my Coat;
but my Wafte and Arms I meafured my^
felf. When my Clothes were finifhed,
which was done in my Houfe, (for the
largeft of theirs would not be able to
hold them) they looked like the Patch-
Work made by the Ladies in England,
only that mine were all of a Colour.

I |had three hundred Cooks to drefs
my Victuals, in little convenient Huts
built about my Houfe, where they and
their Families lived, and prepared me two
Difhes a-piece. I took up twenty Waiters
in my Hand , and placed them on the
Table , an hundred more attended below
on the Ground , fome with Difhes of
Meat , and fome with Barrels of Wine,
and other Liquors , flung on their Shoul¬
ders ; ail which the Waiters above drew
up as I wanted , in a very ingenious man¬

ner,
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ner, by certain Cords, as we draw the
Bucket up a Well in Europe. A Dilh
of their Meat was a good Mouthful, and
a Barrel of their Liquor a reafonable
Draught. Their Mutton yields to ours,
but their Beef is excellent. I have had
a Sirloin fo large, that I have been for¬
ced to make three Bits of it ; but this isf
rare. My Servants were aftonifhed to
fee me eat it Bones and all, as in our
Country we do the Leg of a Lark. Their
Geefe and Turkeys I uiually eat at a
Mouthful , and I muft confefs they far
exceed ours. Of their fmaller FowlI
could take up twenty or thirty at the
end of my Knife.

One day his Imperial Majefty being
informed of my way of living, defired
that himfelf and his Royal Confort , with
the young Princes of the Blood of both
Sexes, might have the Happinefs (as he
was pleafed to call it) of dining with me.
They came accordingly, and I placed 'era
upon Chairs of State on my Table, jufl

over-
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over-againft me, with their Guards about
them. Flimnap the Lord HighTreafurer
attended there likewife , with his white
Staff ; and I obferved he often looked on
me with a four Countenance , which I
would not feem to regard, but eat more
than ufual, in honour to my dear Coun¬
try , as well as to fill the Court with
Admiration . I have fome private Rea-
fons to believe, that this Vifit from his
Majefty gave Flimnap an opportunity of
doing me ill Offices to his Mafter. That
Minifter had always been my fecret Ene¬
my, though he outwardly careffed me
more than was ufual to the Morofenefs
of his Nature . He reprefented to the
Emperor the low condition of his Trea-
fury; that he was forced to take up Mo¬
ney at great Difcount ; that Exchequer
Bills would not circulate under nine per
Cent, below Par 5 that in fhort I had coft
his Majefty above a million and a half of
Sprugs, (their greateft Gold Coin , about
the bignefsof a Spangle 5) and upon the
whole, that it would be advifeable in the

Emperor
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Emperor to take the firft fair Occafion
pf difmiffing me.

I am here obliged to vindicate the Re¬
putation of an excellent Lady, who was
an innocent Sufferer upon my account,
The Treafurer took a fancy to be jea¬
lous of his Wife , from the Malice of
fome evil Tongues , who informed him
that her Grace had taken a violent Af¬
fection for my Perfon j and the Court-
icandal ran for fome time , that (heonce
came privately to my Lodging . This1
folemnly declare to be a raoft infamous
Falfhood , without any Grounds , farther
than that her Grace was plcafed to treat
me with all innocent marks of Freedom
and liiendfhip . I own fhe came often
to my Houfe, but always publickly , noil
ever without three more in the Coach,
who were ufually her Sifter and young
Daughter , and fome particular Acquain¬
tance ; but this was common to man;
other Ladies of the Court . And I ftiM
appeal to my Servants round , whether

3 they|
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they at any time faw a Coach at my
Door without knowing what Perfons
were in it . On thofe occafions, when
a Servant had given me notice , mycuf-
tom was to go immediately to the Door:
and, after paying my Refpe&s, to take
up the Coach and two Horfes very care¬
fully in my Hands, (for if there were fix
Horfes, thePoftillion always unharnefted
four) and place them on a Table , where
I had fixeda moveable Rim quite round,
of five Inches high, to prevent accidents.
And I have often had four Coaches and
Horfes at once on my Table full of Com¬
pany, while I fate in my Chair , leaning
my Face towards them and when I was
engaged with one Sett, the Coachmen
would gently drive the others round my
Table . I have paffed many an afternoon
very agreeably in thefe Converfations.
But I defy the Treafurcr , or his two In¬
formers , (I will, name them , and let 'em
make their beft of it) Cluftril and Drunk,
to prove that any Perfon ever came to
me incognito, except the Secretary ReL

drefal,
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drefal , who was fent by exprefs Com-
mand of his Imperial Majefty, as I have
before related . I fhould not have dwelt
folong upon this Particular , if it had not
been a point wherein the Reputation of
a great Lady is fo nearly concerned , to
fay nothing of my own ; though I had
then the Honour to be a Nardac , which
the Treafurer himfelf is not 5 for all the
World knows he is only a Glumglum, a
Title inferiour by one Degree , as that of I
a Marquifs is to a Duke in England , al¬
though I allow he preceded me in right
of his Poft . Thefe falfe Informations,
which I afterwards came to the know¬
ledge of, by an accident not proper to
mention , made FUmnap, the Treafurer,
fhew his Lady for fome time an ill Coun¬
tenance , and me a worfe 5 and although
he were at laft undeceived and reconciled
to her, yet I loft all Credit with him, and
found my Intcreft decline very faft with
the Emperor himfelf , who Was indeed too
much governed by that Favourite.

CHAP?
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