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Chap . III.

The Author fent far to Court. The Queen
buys him of his Mafter the Farmer, and
prefents him to the King. He dif.
putes with his Majejifs great Scho¬
lars. An Apartment at Court pro.
vided for the Author. He is in high
favour with the Queen. He fiands
up for the Honour of his own Country,
His Quarrels with the Queen's 'Dwarf

H E frequent Labours I under¬
went every day made in a few
weeks avery confiderable change

in my Health : The more my Mafter got
by me, the more infatiable he grew. I
had quite loft my Stomach, and was al~
molt reduced to a Skeleton. The Farmer
obferved it, and concluding I foon muft
dye, refolved to make as good a Hand
of me as he could. While he was thus

reafoning
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reafoning and refolving with himfelf, a
Slardral , or Gentleman Uftier came from
Court , commanding my Mafter to carry
me immediately thither for the Diverfton
of the Queen and her Ladies. Some of
the latter had already been to fee me, and
reported ftrange things of my Beauty,
Behaviour, and good Senfe. Her Maje-
fty and thofe who attended her were be¬
yond meafure delighted with my De¬
meanor , I fell on my Knees, and begged
the Honour of killing her Imperial Foot;
but this gracious Princefs held out her
little Finger towards me (after I wasfet
on a Tabic ) which I embraced in both
my Arms, and put the tip of it, with the
utmoft refped , to my Lip. She made
me fome general Queftions about my
Country and my Travels , which I anfwefd
as diftin&ly, and in as few words as1
could . She asked whether I would be
content to live at Court . I bowed down
to the board of the Table , and humbly
anfwered that I was my Matter 's Slave,
but if I were at ' my own Difpolal, I
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fhould be proud to devote my Life to
her Majefty's Service. She then asked
my Mafter whether he were willing to
fell me at a good Price . He who ap¬
prehended I could not live a Month
was ready enough to part with me, and
demanded a thoufand pieces of Gold,
which were ordered him on the fpot,
each piece being about the bignefs of
eight hundred Moydores 5 but, allowing
for the proportion of all things between
that Country and Europe, and the high
price of Gold among them , was hardly
fo great a fum as a thoufand Guineas
would be in England . I then faid to
the Queen , fince I was now her Majefty's
moft humble Creature and Vaffal, I muft
beg the favour, that Glumdalctiich , who
had always tended me with fo much care
and kindnefs , and underftood to do it fo
well, might be admitted into her Ser¬
vice, and continue to be my Nurfe and
Inftructor. Her Majefty agreed to my
Petition, and eafily got the Farmer's con-
fent, who was glad enough to have his

Daughter
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Daughter preferred at Court : And the
poor Girl her felf was not able to hide
her Joy : My late Mafter withdrew, bid¬
ing me farewell , and faying he had left
me in a good Service to which I re.
plyed not a word , only making hima
flight bow.

The Queen obferved my coldnefs,
and when the Farmer was gone out of
the Apartment , asked me the reafon. I
made bold to tell her Majefty thatI
owed no other Obligation to my late
Mafter , than his not darning out the
Brains of a poor harmlefs Creature found
by chance in his Field ; which Obligati¬
on was amply recompenfed by the gain
he had made in (hewing me through half
the Kingdom , and the price he had now|
fold me for. That the Life I had lince

led, was laborious enough to kill an Ani¬
mal of ten times my Strength . That my
Health was much impaired by the con¬
tinual drudgery of cntettaining the Rab¬
ble every hour of the day, and that if my

" Matter
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Matter had not thought my Life in danger,
her Majefty would not have got fo cheap a
Bargain. But I was out of all fear ofC?

being ill treated under the Protection of
fo great and good an Emprefs, the Orna¬
ment of Nature , the Darling of the
World , the Delight of her Subjects, the
Phoenix of the Creation ; fo, I hoped my
late Matter's Apprehenfions would appear
to be groundlefs , for I already found my
Spirits to revive by the Influence of her
moft auguft Prefence.

This was the fum of my Speech,'
delivered with great Improprieties and
Hefitation ; the latter part was altoge¬
ther framed in the Style peculiar to that
People, whereof I learned fome Phrafes
from Glumdalclitch , while fhe was car¬
rying me to Court.

The Queen giving great Allowance
for my Defedtivenefs in fpeaking , was,
however furprifed at fo much Wit and
good Senfe in fo diminutive an Animal.

2 She
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She took me in her own Hands, and
carried me to the King , who was then
retired to his Cabinet . His Majefty, a
Prince of much Gravity , and auftere
Countenance , not well obferving my
Shape at firft View, asked the Queen
after a cold Manner , how long it was
fince fhe grew fond of a Spiacnuck; for
fuch it feems he took me to be, as I lay
upon my Breaft in her Majefty's right
Hand . But this Princefs , who hath an
infinite deal of Wk and Humour , fetmc
gently on my Feet upon the Scrutore,
and commanded me to give His Majefty
an Account of my felf, which I did in
a very few Wordsj and Glumdalclitch,
who attended at the Cabinet door, and
could not endure I mould be out of her
light , being admitted , confirmed all that
had palTed from my Arrival at her Fa¬
ther 's Houfe.

The King , although he be as learn¬
ed a Perfon as any in his Dominions,
had been educated in the Study of Phi-

4 lofophy,
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lofophy, and particularly Mathematicks 5
yet when he obferved my Shape exadly,
and faw me walk ered , before I began
to fpeak, conceived I might be a piece
of Clock -work , (which is in that Coun¬
try arrived to a very great Perfcdion)
Contrived by fome ingenious Artift . But
when he heard my Voice , and found
what I delivered to be regular and ratio¬
nal, he could not conceal his Aftonifh-
ment. He was by no means fatisfied
with the Relation I gave him of the
manner I came into his Kingdom , but
thought it a Story concerted between
Ghmdalciitch and her Father , who had
taught me a fet of Words to make me
fell at a higher Price . Upon this Imagi¬
nation he put feveral other Queftions to
me, and ftill received rational Anfwcrs,
no otherwife defedive than by a foreign
Accent, and an imperfed Knowledge in
the Language, with fome ruftick Phrafcs
which I had learned at the Farmer 's
Houfe, and did not fuit the polite Stile
of a Court,

Vol , I, P His
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His Majefty fent for three great
Scholars who were then in their weekly
waiting , according to the Cuftom in
that Country . Thefe Gentlemen , after
they had a while examined my Shape
with much Nicety , were of different
opinions concerning me. They all a-
greed that I could not be produced ac¬
cording to the regular Laws of Nature,
becaufe I was not framed with a capa¬
city of preferving my Life, either by
Swiftnefs , or climbing of Trees , or dig¬
ging holes in the Earth . They obfer-
ved by my Teeth , which they viewed
with great exa&nefs, that I was a car¬
nivorous Animal ; yet moft Quadrupeds
being an over -match for me, and Field-
mice , with fome others , too nimble,
they could not imagine how I mould be
able to fupport my felf, unlefs I fed
upon Snails and other Infects, which
they offered, by many learned Argu¬
ments , to evince that I could not pof-
fibiy cto. One of thefe Virtuofi feemed

to
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to think that I might be an Embrio , or
abortive Birth . But this opinion was
rejected by the other two , who obferved
my Limbs to be perfect and finifhed,
and that I had lived feveral Years, as it
was manifeft from my Beard, the Stumps
whereof they plainly difcovered through
a Magnifying glafs. They would not
allow me to be a Dwarf , becaufe my
Littlenefs was beyond all degrees of
Comparifon 5 for the Queen 's favourite
Dwarf, the fmalleft ever known in that
Kingdom, was near thirty foot high.
After much Debate , they concluded
unanimoufly that I was only Relplum
Scalcath, which is interpreted literally,
Lufus Natura •> a Determination exactly
agreeable to the modern Philofophy of
Europe, whole Profeflbrs, difdaining the
old Evafion of occult Caufes, whereby
the Followers of Ariftotle endeavour in
vain to difguile their Ignorance , have in¬
vented this wonderful Solution of all
Difficulties, to the unfpcakable Advance¬
ment of human Knowledge.

P 2 After
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After this decifive Conclusion, I
entreated to be heard a word or two,

I applied my felf to the King , and affured
His Majefty that I came from a Country
which abounded with feveral Millions of

both ScxeS; and of my own Stature;
where the Animals , Trees and Houfes
were all in Proportion , and where by
confequence I might be as able to de¬
fend my felf, and to find Suftenance,
as any,of his Majefty's Subjects could do
here ; which I took for a full Anfwer to

ihofe Gentlemens Arguments . To this
they only replied with a Smile of Con¬
tempt , faying, That the Farmer had in-
ftrucled me very well in my LelTon,
The King , who had a much better Un-
derftanding , difmiffing his learned Men,
fent for the Farmer , who by good For¬
tune was not yet gone out of Town:
Having therefore firft examined him pri¬
vately , and then confronted him with me
and the young Girl, his Majefty began
to think that what we told him might

poilibly
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pofilbly be true . He defired the Queen
to order that a particular Care fhould
be taken of me, and was of Opinion,
that Ghmdalclitch Ihould {till continue
in her Office of tending me, becaufe he
obferved we had a great Affection for
each other . A convenient Apartment
was provided for her at Court ; fhe had
a fort of Governefs appointed to take
care of her Education , a Maid to drefs
her, and two other Servants for menial
Offices; but the Care of me was wholly
appropriated to her felf. The Queen
commanded her own Cabinet -maker to
contrive a Box that might ferve me for
a Bed-chamber, after the Model that
Ghmdalclitch and I fhould agree upon.
This Man was a moft ingenious Artift,
and according to my Directions , in three
Weeks finifhed for me a wooden Cham¬
ber of fixteen Foot fquare, and twelve
high, with Safh-windows , a Door , and
two Clofets , like a London Bed-chamber.
The Board that made the Cieling was to
be lifted up and down by two Hinges,

P 3 tO
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to put in a bed ready furnifhed by her
Majefty's Upholfterer , which Glumdal-
ditch took out every day to air, made
it with her own hands, and letting it
down at night locked up the Roof over
me . A nice Workman , who was fa¬
mous for little curiofities , undertook to
make me two Chairs , with backs and
frames, of a fubftance not unlike Ivory,
and two Tables , with a Cabinet to pilt•
my things in . The Room was quilted
on all fides, as well as the Floor and
the Cieling , to prevent any Accident
from the carelefsnefs of thofe who car¬
ried me, and to break the force of a
Jolt when 1 went in a Coach . I de-
ftred a Lock for my Door , to prevent
Rats and Mice from comine; in : TheC

Smith , after feveral Attempts , made
the fmalleft that ever was feen among
them , for I have known a larger at the
Gate of a Gentleman 's Houfe in Eng¬
land - I made a fhift to keep the Key
in a Pocket of my own , fearing Glum-
dalclitch might loft it. The Queen like-

4 wife
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wife ordered the thinneft Silks that could
be gotten , to make me Cloaths , not
much thicker than an Engtifh Blanket,
very cumberfome till I was accuftomed
to them . They were after the Fafhion
of the Kingdom, partly refembling the
'Perjian, and partly the Chinefe, and are
a very grave and decent Habit.

The Queen became fo fond of my
Company, that fhe could not dine with¬
out me. I had a Table placed upon the
fame at which her Majefty eat, juft at
her left Elbow , and a Chair to fit on.
Glumdalclitch flood upon a Stool on the
Floor, near my Table , to affift and take
care of me. I had an entire Set of fil-
ver Difhes and Plates, and other Necef-
faries, which , in proportion to thofe of
the Queen , were not much bigger, than
what I have feen of the fame kind in a
London Toy -fhop, for the furniture ' of
a Baby-houfe : Thefe my little Nurfe
kept in her Pocket , in a filver Box, and
gave me at meals as I wanted them , al-

P 4 ways
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ways cleaning them her felf. No Per-
fon dined with the Queen but the two
Princeffes Royal , the elder fixteen Years
old , and the younger at that time thirteen
and a Month . Her Majefty ufed to put
a bit of Meat upon one of my Dimes,
out of which I carved for my felf ; and
her Diverfion was to fee me eat in Mi¬
niature . For the Queen (who had indeed
but a weak Stomach ) took up at one
Mouthful , as much as a dozen Englifi
Farmers could eat at a Meal, which to
me was for fome time a very naufeous
Sight . She would craunch the Wing of
a Lark , Bones and all, between her
Teeth , although it were nine times as
large as that of a full grown Turkey;
and put a bit of Bread in her Mouth,
as big as two twelvepenny Loaves. She
drank , out of a golden Cup , abovea
Hogfhead at a Draught . Her Knives
were twice as long as a Scythe, fet ftrait
upon the Handle . The Spoons, Forks,
and other Inftruments were all in the fame
Proportion . 1 remember when Gkm-

dalditch
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dalclitch carried me out of Curiofity to
fee fome of the Tables at Court , where
ten or a dozen of thcfe enormous Knives
and Forks were lifted up together , I
thought I had never, till fhen , beheld fo
terrible a Sight.

I t is the Cuftom that every Wednef-
day (which, as I have before obferved,

I was their Sabbath) the King and Queen,
with the Royal Mue of both Sexes,
dine together in the Apartment of his
Majefty, to whom I was now become a
great Favourite ; and at thefe times my
little Chair and Table were placed at
his left Hand, before one of the Salt-
fellers. This Prince took a Pleafure in
converting with me, enquiring into the
Manners, Religion , Laws, Government,
and Learning of Europe ; wherein I
gave him the beft Account I was able.
His Apprehenfion . was fo clear, and his
Judgment fo exaft, that he made very

' wife Reflexions and Obfervations upon
all I faid. But, I confefs, that after I

2 had
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had been a little too copious in talking
of my own beloved Country , of our
Trade , and Wars by Sea and Land, of
our Schifms in Religion , and Parties in
the State ; the*Prejudices of his Educa¬
tion prevailed fo far, that he could not
forbear taking me up in his Right Hand,
and ftroaking me gently with the other,
after an hearty fit of laughing , asked me
whether I were a Whig or a Tory. Then
turning to his firft Minifter , who waited
behind him with a white Staff near as
tall as the Main-maft of the Royal So-
veraign , he obferved how contemptible
a thing was human Grandeur , which
could be mimicked by fuch diminutive
InfecTs as I : And yet, faid he, I dare en¬
gage, thefe Creatures have their Titles
and Diftin&ions of Honour , they con¬
trive little Nefts and Burrows , that they
call Houfes and Cities ; they makea
Figure in Drefs and Equipage ; they
love , they fight , they difpute , they
cheat , they betray . And thus he con¬
tinued on , while my Colour came and

went
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went feveral times , with Indignation to
hear our noble Country , the Miftrefs of
Arts and Arms , the Scourge of France,
the Arbitrefs of Europe, the Seat of Vir¬
tue, Piety , Honour and Truth , the Pride
and Envy of the World , fo contemptu-
oufly treated.

But as I was not in a Condition to
rcfent Injuries, fo, upon mature thoughts,
I began to doubt whether I was injured
or no. For, after having been accuftom-
ed feveral months to the Sight and Con-
verfe of this People , and obferved every
Objeft upon which I caft mine Eyes, to
be of proportionable magnitude , the
Horror I had firft conceived from
their Bulk and Afpe£t , was fo far worn
off, that if I had then beheld a Company
of Englijh Lords and Ladies in their
Finery and Birth-day Cloaths , afting
their feveral Parts in the moft courtly
manner, of ftrutting , and bowing , and
prating to fay the truth , I mould have
been ftrongly tempted to laugh as much

at
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at them as the King and his Grandees
did at me. Neither indeed could ]
forbear fmiling at my felf, when the
Queen ufed to place me upon her Hand
towards a Looking -glafs, by which,both
our Perfons appeared before me in full
View together ; and there could nothing
be more ridiculous than the Comparifon:
So that I really began to imagine my
felf dwindled many degrees below my
ufual Size.

Nothing angrcd and mortified me
fo much as the Queen 's Dwarf , who be*
ing of the Jo weft Stature that was ever
in that Country (for I verily think he
was not full thirty Foot high) became
infolent at feeing a Creature fo much
beneath him, that he would always affeft
to fwagger and look big as he paffed by
me in the Queen 's Anti -chamber , while
I was Handing on fome Table talking
with the Lords or Ladies of the Court,
and he feldom failed of a fmall Word
or two upon my Littlenefs 5 againft

which
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which I could only revenge my felf by
calling him Brother , challenging him to
wreftle) and Fuch Repartees as are ufual
in the Mouths of Court Tages . On e Day
at Dinner this malicious little Cubb was
fo nettled with fomething I had faid to
him, that railing himfelf upon the frame
of her Majeftys Chair , he took "me up
by the middle, as I was fitting down , not
thinking any harm, ' and let me drop in¬
to a large filver Bowl of Cream , and then
ran away as faft as he could . I fell over
Head and Ears, and if I had not been a
good Swimmer , it might have gone very
hard with me p for Glumdalcltich in
that inftant happened to be at the other-
end of the Room , and the Queen was
in fuch a Fright that fhe wanted Prefence
of Mind to affift me. But my little
Nurfe ran to my Relief , and took me out,
after I had fw alio wed above a Quart of
Cream. I was put to Bed ; however I
received no other Damage than the lofs
of a Suit of Cloaths , which was utterly
fpoiled. The Dwarf was foiindly whip¬

ped.,
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ped, and as a further punifhment , forced
to drink up the Bowl of Cream, into
which he had thrown me ; neither was
he ever reftored to favour : Por, foon
after the Queen beftowed him on aLady
of high Quality , fo that I faw him no
more , to my very great Satisfaction;
for I could not tell to what extremity
fuch a malicious Urchin might have car¬
ried his Refentment.

He had before ferved me a fcurvy
trick , which fet the Queen a laughing,
although at the fame time me was hearti¬
ly vexed, and would have immediately
cafhiered him , if I had not been fo ge¬
nerous as to intercede . Her Majeftyhad
taken a Marrow -bone upon her Plate,
and after knocking out the Marrow,
placed the Bone again in the Dim ereft
as it flood before j the Dwarf watching
his opportunity , while Glumdalclitch was
gone to the Side-board , mounted upon
the Stool fhe flood on to take care of me
at Meals , took me up in both hands, and

fqutfez-
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fqueezing my Legs together , wedged them
into the Marrow -bone above my Wafte,
where I ftuck for fome time , and made
a very ridiculous figure. I believe it
was near a minute before any one knew
what was become of me, for I thought
it below me to cry out . But as Princes
feldom get their Meat hot , my Legs
were not fcalded, only my Stockings
and Breeches in a fad Condition . The
Dwarf, at my Entreaty , had no other
Punimment than a found whipping.

I wa s frequently rallied by the Queen
upon account of my fearfulnefs, and me
ufed to ask me whether the People of my
Country were as great Cowards as my
felf ? The occafion was this : The King¬
dom is much peftcred with Flies in Sum¬
mer ; and thefc odious Infe&s, each of
them as big as a T>unfiable Lark , hardly
gave me any Reft while I fat at dinner,
with their continual humming and buz¬
zing about mine Ears. They would
fometimes alight upon my Vittuate , and

leave
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leave their loathfomeE xcrement or Spawn
behind , which to me was very vifible
though not to the Natives of that Coun¬
try , whofe large Op ticks were not lb
acute as mine in viewing fmaller Objects.
Sometimes they would fix upon my
Nofe or Forehead , where they flung me
to the Quick , fmelling very offenfively,
and I could eaftly trace that vifcous Mat¬
ter , which our Naturalifts tell us enables
thofe Creatures to walk with their Feet
upwards upon a Cieling . I had much
ado to defend my felf againft thefe de-
teftable Animals , and could not forbear
flatting when they came on my Face. It
was the common Practice of the Dwarf
to catch a number of thefe Infects in his
Hand , as School -boys do among us, and
let them out fuddenly under my Nofe
on purpofe to frighten me, and divert
the Queen . My Remedy was to cut them
in pieces with my Knife as they flew in
the Air , wherein my Dexterity was much
admired.

I re:



to BROBDINGNAG . uj

I remember one Morning when
Glumdalclitch had fet me in my Box up¬
on a Window , as me ufually did in fair
days to give me Air (for I durft not ven-
tureto let theBox be hung on a Nail out
of the Window , as we do with Cages in
England) after I had lifted up one of
my Salhes, and fat down at my Table to
■eata piece of Sweet Cake for my Break-
fail, above twenty Wafps , allured by the
fmell, came flying into the room , hum¬
ming louder than the Drones of as many
Bagpipes. Some of them feized my Cake,
and carried it piece-meal away, others
flew about my Head and Face, confound¬
ing me with the Noife, and putting me
in the utmoft terror of their Stints.O

However I had the Courage to rife and
draw my Hanger , and attack them in the
Air. I difpatched four of them , but the
teft got away, and I prefently fhut my
Window. Thefe Creatures were as large
as Partridges, I took out theirStings , found
them an Inch and a half long, and as

Vol . I. fhacp
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fharp as needles, I carefully preferved
the.m all, and having ftnce {hewn them
with fome other Curioltties in feveral
parts of Europe ; upon my return to
England I gave three of them to Gref
ham College, and kept the fourth for
my felf.

Chap.
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