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Chap . IV.

The Country deferibed. A Tropofal for
correcting modern Maps . The King 's
'Palace , and fofne Account of the Me¬
tropolis. The Author s way of tra¬
vellings The chief Temple defcribed.

NOW intend to give the Reader
a fhort Defcription of this Coun¬
try, as far as I travelled in it,

which was hot above two thoufand Miles
round Lorbrulgrud the Metropolis . For,
the Queen, whom I always attended , ne¬
ver went further when (he accompanied
the King in his ProgreiTes, and there ftaid
till his Majefty returned from viewing
his Frontiers . The whole Extent of this
Prince's Dominions rcacheth about fix
thoufand Miles in length , and from three
to five in breadth. From whence I can¬
not but conclude that our Geographers of
Europeare in a great Error , by fuppofing
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nothing but Sea between Japan and
California --, for it was ever my Opinion,
that there muft be a Balance of Earth to
counterpoife the great Continent of Tar-
tary , and therefore they Ought to cot-
red their Maps and Charts , by joining
this' vaft tract of Land to the North-weft
Parts of America , wherein I fhall he rea¬
dy to lend them my Affiftance,

The Kingdom is a Peninfula , termi*
nated to the North -eaft by a ridge of
Mountains thirty Miles high, which are
altogether impaffable by reafon of the Vol¬
canoes upon the tops . Neither do the
moil Learned know what fort of Mor¬
tals inhabit beyond thofe Mountains,or
whether they be inhabited at all. On
the three other fides it is bounded by
the Ocean . There is not one Sea¬
port in the whole Kingdom , and thofe
Parts of the'Coafts into which the Rivers
iflue are fo full •of pointed Rocks, and
the Sea generally fo rough , that there is
1*0 venturing with the fmalleft of theic

Boats,
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Boats, fo that thefe People are wholly
.excluded from any Commerce with the
reft of the World . But the large Rivers
are full of Veffels, and abound with ex*
cellent Fifh, for they feldom get any
from the Sea, becaufe theSea -fifh are of
the fame fize with thofe in Europe, and
confequently not worth catching : where¬
by it is ma'nifeft, that Nature in the Pro¬
duction of Plants and Animals of fo ex¬
traordinary a Bulk is wholly confined to
this Continent , Of which I leave the
Reafons to be determined by Phiiofo-
phers. However , now and then they
take a Whale that happens to be dafh-
ed againft the Rocks,, which the common.
People feed on heartily . Thefe Whales
I have known fo large that a Man could
hardly carry one upon his Shoulders } and
fometimes for Curiofity they are brought
in hampers to Lorbrulgrud ': I law one of
them in a Difh at the King's Table,
which palled for a Rarity , but I did not
obferve he was fond of it ; for I think
indeed the Bignefs difgufted him, al-

3 though
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though I have feen one fomewhat lar¬
ger in Greenland.

The Country is well inhabited, for
it contains fifty one Cities , near an hun¬
dred walled Towns , and a great num¬
ber of Villages. To fatisfy my curious
Reader , it may be fufficient to defcribc
Lorbrulgrud . This City frauds upon al-
moft two equal Parts on each fide the
River that paffes through . It contains
above eighty thoufand Houfes, and about
fix hundred thoufand Inhabitants . It is
in length thxtcGlonglungs (which make
about fifty four Englifh Miles) and two
and a half in breadth , as I meafured it
my felf in the Royal Map made by the
King 's Order , which was laid on the
ground on purpofe for me, and extend¬
ed an hundred feet ; I paced the Dia¬
meter and Circumference feveral times
barefoot , and computing by the Scale,
meafured it pretty exactly.

The King's Palace is no regular Edi¬
fice,
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fice, but an heap of Buildings about i'c-
ven Miles round : The chief Rooms are
generally two hundred and. forty foot
high, and broad and long in proporti¬
on. A Coach was allowed to Glumdal-
clitch and me, wherein her Governefs
frequently took her out to fee the Town,
or go among the Shops and was al¬
ways of the Party , carried in my Box s
although the Girl at my ownDefire would
often take me out , and hold me in her
Hand, that I might more conveniently
view the Houfes and the People , as we
paffed along the Streets. I reckoned our
Coach to be about a Square of Wefi-
minfter-HaU, but not altogether fo high ;
however, I cannot be very exaft . One
day the Governefs ordered our (ioach-
man toftop at feveral Shops, where the
Beggars, watching their Opportunity,
croudedtothe (ides of the Coach, and gave
me the moft horrible Spectacles that ever
an Englijh Eye' beheld . There was a
Woman with a Cancer in her Breaft,
iwcllcd to a monftrous fize, full of Holes,

0 . 4 in
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in two or three of which I could fravG
eafdy crept , and covered my whole Body,
There was a Fellow with a Wen in his
Neck , larger than five Woorpacks, and
another with a couple of wooden Legs*
each about twenty foot high . But, the
Bioft hateful Sight of all was the Lice
crawling on their Cloaths . I could fee dif-
tinclly the Limbs of thefe Vermin with
my naked Eye, much better than thofeof
an European 'LouCcthrough a Microfcope,
and their Snouts with which they root¬
ed like Swine. They were the firftI had
ever beheld, and I fiiould have been curi¬
ous enough todiffec"toneofthem,ifIhad
proper Inftruments (which I unluckily left
behind me in the Ship) although indeed
the Sight was Conaufeous, that it perfect¬
ly turned my Stomach.

Beside the large Box in which I was
ufually carried , the Queen ordereda
fmalkr one to be made for me, of about
tweivefoot fqiiare, and ten high, for the
Convenience of Travelling , becaufethe

other
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other was fomewhat too large for Glim-
daklhch 's Lap, and cumberfom in the
Coach ; it was made by the fame Arrifr7
whom I dire&cd in the whole Contri¬
vance. This travelling Clofet was an
exaft Square with a Window in the mid¬
dle of three of the Squares, and each
Window was latticed with Iron Wire on
the outfide, to prevent Accidents in long
Journeys. On the fourth fide, which had

Window , two ftrong Staples were
fixed, through which the Perfon that car¬
ried me, when I had a mind to be on
Horfeback, put in a Leathern Belr, and
buckled it about his Wafte . This was
always the Office of fome grave trufty
Servant in whom I could confide, whe¬
ther I attended the King and Queen in
their Progreffes, or were difpofed to fee
the Gardens, or pay a vifit to fome great
Lady or Minifter of State in the Court,
when Glumdalclitch happened to be out
of Order : For I foon began to be known
and cfteemed among the greateft Officers,
I fuppofe more upon Account of their

Majefty's
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Majefty's Favour than any merit of my
own . In Journies , when I was weary
of the Coach , a Servant on horfeback
would buckle my i >ox, and place it on
a Cufhion before him ; and there I had
a full Profpecf of - the Country on three
fides from my three Windows . I had
in this Clofet a Field-Bed and a Ham¬
mock;hung from the Cieling , two Chairs
and a Table , neatly fcrewed to the Floor,
to prevent being toffed about by the A-
gitation of the Horfe or the Coach . And
having been long ufed to Sea-Voyages,
thofe motions , although fometimes very
violent , did not much difcompofe me.

Whe n e ver .I had a mind to fee the
Town , it was always in my Trayelling-
Clofet , which Glumdalclitch held in her
Lap in a kind of open Sedan, after the Fa-
fhion of the Country , born by four Men,
and attended by two others in the Queen's
Livery . The People who had often
heard of me, were very curious to croud
about the Sedan, and the Girl was com-

4 plaifant
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plaifant enough to make the Bearers ftop,
and to take me in her Hand that I might
be more conveniently feen.

I w a s very defirous to fee the chief
Temple , and particularly the Tower be¬
longing to it , which is reckoned the
higheft in the Kingdom . Accordingly
one day my Nurfc carried mc thither , but
I may truly fay I came baGk difappointed ;
for, the height is not above three thou-
fand foot , and reckoning from the ground
to the higheftPinnacle top 5 which allow¬
ing for the difference between the fize of
thofe People, and us in Europe-, is no
great matter for admiration , nor at all
equal in proportion , (if I rightly remem¬
ber) to Salisbury Steeple. Bur, not to
detract from a Nation to which during
my Life I mail acknowledge my felf ex¬
tremely obliged, it mult be allowed that
what ever this famous Tower wants in
Height is amply made up in Beauty and
Strength. For the Walls are near an hun¬
dred foot thick , built of hewn Stone,

whereof
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whereof each is about forty foot fquare,
and adorned on all fides with Statues of
Gods and Emperors cut in Marble larger
than the Life , placed in their feveral Nich¬
es. I meafured a little Finger which
had fallen down from one of thefe Sta¬
tues, and lay unperceived among fome
Rubbifh , and found it exactly four foot
and -an Inch in length . Glumdalclitch
wrapped it up in a Handkerchief ; and
carried it home in her Pocket to keep
among other Trinkets , of which the
Girl was very fond , as Children at her
Age ufually are.

T He King's Kitchen is indeed a noble
Building, vaulted at top , and about fa
hundred foot high. The great Oven is
not fo wide by ten Paces as the Cupola
at St. Taul 's : For I meafured the latter
on purpofe after my Return . But if I
fiiould defcribe the Kitchen -grate, the
prodigious Pots and Kettles , the joints
of Meat turning on the Spits, with ma¬
ny other Particuhrs ;/ perhapsI uiouldbe

hardly
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hardly believed j at leaft a fevere Critick
would be apt to think I enlarged a little,
as Travellers are often fufpec~kd to do.
To avoid which cenfure, I fear I have run
too much into the other extream ; and that
if this Treatife fhould happen to be trans¬
lated into the Language of Brobdingnag^
(which is the general name of that King¬
dom) and tranfmitted thither , the King
and his People would have reafon to
complain that I had done them an In¬
jury by a falfe and diminutive Repre¬
sentation.

His Majefty feldom keeps above fix hun¬
dred Horfes in his Stables : They are
generally from fifty four to fixty foot
high. But when he goes abroad on fo-
lemn days, he is attended for State by
a Militia Guard of five hundred Horfe,
which indeed I thought was the moft
fplendid Sight that could be ever beheld,
till I faw part of his Army in Battalia,
wherepf I fhall find another occafion to
fpeak.

Chap,
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