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Chap . VII.

The Author 's Love of his Country. He
makes a Propofal of much Advantage
to the King , which is rejected. The
King 's great Ignorance in Politicks.
The Learning of that Country very
imperfect and confined. Their Laws,
and military Affairs , and 'Parties in
the State.

~ O thing but an extreme Love
of Truth could have hinder 'd
me from concealing this part

of my Story , It was in vain to difcover
my Refentments , which were always
turned into Ridicule ; and I was forced
to reft with Patience while my noble
and moft beloved Country was fo in-
jurioufly treated . I am heartily forry as
any of my Readers can poffibly be, that
fuch an Occafion was given : But this
Prince happened to be fo curious and in-

quifitivc
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quifttive upon every Particular , that it
could noteonfift either with Gratitude or

good Manners to rcfufc giving him what
Satisfaction I was able. Yet thus much
I may be allowed to fay in my own Vin¬
dication , that I artfully eluded many of
his Queftions, and gave to every Point
a more favourable Turn by many De¬
grees than the ftri&nefs of Truth would
allow . For I have always borne that
laudable Partiality to my own Country,
which Dimyjius HalicarnaJJenJts with
fo much Juftice recommends to an Hifto.
rian : I would hide the Frailties and

Deformities of my political Mother , and
place her Virtues and Beauties in the
moft advantageous Light . This was my
flncere Endeavour in thofe many Difcpur-
fes I had with that Monarch , although
it unfortunately failed of Succefs.

But great Allowances mould be gi¬
ven to a King who lives wholly fecluded
from the reft of the World , and muft
therefore be altogether unacquainted with

the



to BROBDINGNAG . 271
the Manners and Cuftoms that moft pre¬
vail in other Nations : The want of
which Knowledge will ever produce ma¬
ny 'Prejudices , and a certain narrownefs
of Thinking, from which we and the po¬
liter Countries of Europe are wholly ex¬
empted. And it would be hard, indeed,if fo remote a Prince 's notions of Vir¬
tue and Vice were to be offered as a
Standard for all Mankind.

T o confirm what I have now faid,
and further , tofhew the miferable effe&s
of a confined Education , I fhall here in-
fert a pafifage which will hardly obtain
Belief. In hopes to ingratiate my felf
farther into his Majefty's Favour, I told
him of an Invention difcovered between
three and four hundred Years ago, to
make a certain Powder , into an heap of
which the fmalleft Spark of Fire falling,
would kindle the whole in a moment,
although it were as big as a Mountain,
and make it all fly up in the Air to¬
gether , with a Noife and Agitation

greater
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greater than Thunder . That a proper
quantity of this Powder rammed into
an hollow Tube of Brafs or Iron , accor¬
ding to its Bignefs, would drive a Ball of
Iron or Lead with fuch Violence and

Speed, as nothing was able tofiiftain its
Force . That the largeft Balls thus dis¬
charged, would not only deftroy whole
Ranks of an Army at once ^but batter the
ftrongeft Walls to the Ground , fink down
Ships, with a thoufand Men in each, to
the bottom of the Sea,-, and, when link¬
ed together by a Chain , would cut
through Mafts and Rigging , divide hun¬
dreds of Bodies in the middle , and lay
all wafte before them . That we often

put this Powder into large hollow Balls

of Iron , and difcharged them by an En¬
gine into fome City we were beficging,
which would rip up the Pavements , tear
the Houfes to pieces, burft and throw
Splinters on every fide, dafhing out the
Brains of all who came near . That I
knew the Ingredients very well , which
were cheap, and common j I underftood

the
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the manner of compounding them , and
could direcT: his Workmen how to make
fhofe Tubes of a fee proportionable ro
all other things in his Majefty's King¬
dom , and the larger!: need not be above
an hundred foot long ; twenty or thirty
of which Tubes , charged with the proper
quantity of Powder and Balls, would bat¬
ter down the Walls of the ftrongeft Town
in his Dominions in a few Hours , or de-
ftroy thcwhole .Mctropol is, if ever it mould
pretend to dispute his abfolutc Com¬
mands. This I humbly offered to his Ma-
jefty as a fmall Tribute of Acknowledg¬
ment in Return of fo many Marks that I
had received of his Royal Favour and
Prote &ion.

The King was {truck with Horror
at the Defcription I had given of thofe
terrible Engines , and the Propdfal I had
made. He was amazed how fo impo¬
tent and groveling an In feci as I (thefe
were his Expreffions) could entertain
fuch inhuman Ideas, and in fo familiar

4 a man-
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a manner as to appear wholly unmoved
at all the Scenes of Blood and Defla¬
tion , which I had painted as the com¬
mon effects of thofe deftructive Ma¬
chines, whereof he faid, fome evil Ge¬
nius, Enemy to Mankind, mufthavc been
the firft Contriver. As for himfelf, he
protefted, that although few things de¬
lighted him fo much as new Difcoveries
in Art or in Nature, yet he would ra¬
ther lofe half his Kingdom than be pri¬
vy to fuch a Secret, which he command¬
ed me, as I valued my Life, never to
mention any more.

A strange effedt of narrow Prin¬
ciplesandfhort Views! that a Prince pof-
fefled of every Quality which procures
Veneration, Love, and Efteem; of ftrong
Parts, great Wifdom, and profound Learn¬
ing, endued with admirable Talents for
Government, and almoft adored by his
Subje&s, mould from a nice unneceffarj
Scruple, whereof in Europe we can have
no Conception, let flip an Opportunity

put
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put into his hands, that would have made
him abfolute Matter of the Lives, the Li¬
berties, and the Fortunes of his People.
Neither do I fay this with the leaft in¬
tention to detrad from the many Vir¬
tues of that excellent King, whofe Cha¬
racter I am fenfible, will , on this account,
be very much leffened in the Opinion of
an Englifh Reader : But I take this De-
fed among them to have rifen from their
Ignorance , they not having hitherto re¬
duced Politicks into a Science, as the
more acute Wits of Europe have done.
For I remember very well, in a Dif-
courfe one day with the King, when I
happened to fay there were feveral thou-
fand Books among us written upon the
Art of Government, it gave him (direct¬
ly contrary to my Intention ) a very
mean Opinion of our Underflandings.
He profefled both to abominate and de-
fpife all Myflery, Refinement, and In¬
trigue , either in a Prince or a Miniftcr.
He could not tell what I meant by Se¬
crets of State , where an Enemy or fome

Rival
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rival Nation were not in the Cafe. He
confined the Knowledge of Governing
within very narrow Bounds, to com¬
mon Senfe and Reafon , to Juftice and
Lenity , to the fpeedy Determination
of civil and criminal Caufes ; with
fome other obvious Topicks which are
not worth confidering . And , he gave it
for his Opinion , that whoever could make
two Ears of Corn , or two Blades of Grafs,
to grow upon a Spot of Ground where
only one grew before, would deferve
better of Mankind , and do more effen-
tial Service to his Country than the whole
race of Politicians put together.

The Learning of this People is very
defective, confiftingonly in Morality , Hif-
tory , Poetry , and Mathematicks , where¬
in they muft be allowed to excel. But,
the laft of thefe is wholly applied to what
may be ufeful in Life , to the Improve¬
ment of Agriculture and all mechanical
Arts j fo that among us it would be little
efteemed . And as to Ideas, Entities , Ab-

ftradfions
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ftraftion and Tranfcendentals, I could n'e*
ver drive the leaft Conception into thek
Heads.

K o Law of that Country muft exceed
in words the number of Letters in thek
Alphabet, which confifts orily in twd
and twenty. But, indeed, few of thenl
extend even to that Length. They are
exprefled in the moft plain and fimple
Terms,wherein thofe People are not mer¬
curial enough to difcover above one
Interpretation : And to write a Comment,
upon any Law is a capital Crime. As to
the Decifion of civil Caufes, or Proceed¬
ings againft Criminals, thek Precedents
are fo few, that they have little Reafon to
boaft of any extraordinary Skill in either.

They have had the Art of Printing,
as well as the Chinefe, time out of
mind : But their Libraries are not very
large ; for that of the King's, which is
reckoned the biggeft, doth not amount to
above a thoufand Volumes, placed in a
Gallery of twelve hundeed Foot long

Yot, . I. U from
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from whence I had Liberty to borrow
what Books I pleafed. The Queen's

Joiner had contrived in one of Glum-
dalclitch '%Rooms a kind of wooden
Machine five and twenty foot high, form¬
ed like a (landing Ladder, the Steps were
each fifty foot long : It was indeed a
moveable pair of Stairs, the loweft end
placed at ten foot diftance from the
Wall of the Chamber . The Book I had

a mind to read was put up leaning a-
gainft the Wall : 1 firft mounted to the
upper Step of the Ladder , and turning
my Face towards the Book, began at
the top of the Page, and fo walking to
the right and left about eight-or ten Paces,
according to the length of t,he Lines, till
I had gotten a little below the Level of
mine Eyes, and then defcending gradu¬
ally till I came to the bottom : After
Which I mounted again, and began the
other Page in the fame manner , and
fo turned over the Leaf, which I could
eaitly do with both my Hands, for it was
as thick and fliff as a Pafte-board, and in

4. the
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the la'irgeft Folio 's not above eighteen or
twenty foot long.

Their Stile is clear, mafculine , and
fmooth , but not florid for they avoid
nothing more than multiplying unnecef-
fary Words , or ufing various Exprefllons.
I have pcrufed many of their Books, e-
fpecially thofe in Hiftory and Morali¬
ty . Among the reft I was much divert¬
ed with a little old Treatife , which al¬
ways lay in QlumdmcUich% Bed-Cham¬
ber, and belonged to her Governefs , a
grave elderly Gentlewoman , who dealt
in Writings of Morality and Devotion.
The Book treats of the Weaknefs of
Human Kind , and is in little Efleem, ex¬
cept among the Women and the Vul¬
gar. However , I was curious to fee
what an Author of that Country could
fay upon fuch a Subiecf. This Writer
went through all the ufual Topicks of
European Moralifts, {hewing how dimi¬
nutive , contemptible , and helplefs an
Animal was Man in his own Nature;

U 2 how
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how unable to defend himfelf from In¬
clemencies of the Air, or the Fury of
wild Beafts: How much he was excelled
by one Creature in Strength , by ano¬
ther in Speed, by a third in Forefight,
by a fourth in Induftry . He added, that
Nature was degenerated in thefe latter de¬
clining Ages of the World , and could
nOw produce only fmall abortive Births
in companion of tho (e in ancient Times.
He faid, it was very reafonable to think,
not only that the Species of Man were
originally much larger , but alfo , that
there muft have been Grants in former
Ages, which, as it is afferted by Hiftory
and Tradition , fo it hath been confirm¬
ed by huge Bones and Skulls carnal¬
ly dug up in feveral Parts of the King¬
dom , far exceeding the common dwin¬
dled race of Man in out Days. He ar¬
gued, that the very Laws of Nature ab-
folutely required we fhould have been
made in the beginning , of a lize more
large and robuft , not fo liable to De-
ftru&ion from every little accident of a

Tile
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Tile failing from anHoufe,or a Stone caft \
from the Hand of a Boy, or of being
drowned in a little Brook . From this
way of Reafoning , the Author drew fe-
veral moral Applications ufeful in the
Conduct of Life , but needlcfs here to
repeat. For my own part , I could not
avoid reflecting how univerfally this Ta¬
lent was fpread, of drawing Ledures in
Morality , or, indeed, rather Matter of Dil-
eontent and Repining , from the Quarrels,
we raife with Nature . And , I believe*
upon a ftricl: Enquiry , thofe Quarrels
might be fhewn as ill grounded among
us, as they are among that People-

As to their Military Affairs, they boaft
that the King 's Army confifts of an hun¬
dred and feyenty fix thousand Foot , and
thirty two thoufand Horfe : If that may
be called an Army which is made up
of Tradefmen in the feveral Cities , and
Farmers in the Country , whole Com¬
manders are only the Nobility and Gen-
fry, without Pay or Reward, ;. They aref

U 5 indeed .,
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indeed , perfect enough in their Exercifes,
and under very good Difciplinc , wherein I
faw no great Merit ; for how fhould it
be' othcrwife , where every Farmer is un¬
der the Command of his own Landlord,
and every Citizen under that of the prin¬
cipal Men in his own City ., chofcn after
the manna of Venice by Ballot ?

I have often feen the Militia of Lor-

hrulgrud drawn out to excrcife in a great
Field near the City , of twenty Miles
fquare . They ; were , in ail, not above
twenty five thoufand Foot , and fixthou-
fand Horfe ; but it was impofilble for me
to compute their Number , confidering
the fpaee of Ground they took up. A
Cavalier mounted on a large Steed might
be about an hundred foot high . I have
feen this whole Body of Horfe, upon a
Word of Command , draw their Swords
at once, and brandifh them in the Air.
Imagination can figure nothing fo grand,
fo furprifing, and fo aftoniftiing ! It look¬
ed as if ten thoufand Flafhes of Light.

ning
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ning were darting at the fame Time from
every Quarter of the Sky.

I was curious to know how this Prince,
to whofe Dominions there is no Accefs
from any other Country , came to think
of Armies, or to teach his People the
Practice of military Difcipline . But I was
foon informed , both by Converfation,
and reading their Hiftories : For, in the
Courfe of many Ages they have been
troubled with the fameDiieafe to which
fo many other Governments are fubjed;
the Nobility often contending for Power,
the People for Liberty , and the King for
abfolute Dominion . All which, however
happily tempered by the Laws of the
Kingdom , have been fometimes violated
by each of the three Parties , and have
once or more occafioned Civil Wars , the
laft whereof was happily put an End to
by this Prince 's Grandfather by a general
CompofitiOn j and the Militia , then fet¬
tled with common Confenr , hath been
ever fince kept in the ftri&eft Duty.

kU 4 Chap.
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