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To the Honourable

HAMILTON BOYLE,

Student of szy}-cbmé College
in:0XxX FORD,

My dear HavmirTon,

AY Want no motive to graufy your requeft
NS z!)j of hearing often from me, efpecially as
W8\ your letters always give me 2 particular
Ny ) pleafure. I read them over not only
2 with the fondnefs of a father, but with
the affe&:on of a friend. They revive in my mind, the
agreeable hours which attend a ftudious life, in that ele-
gant feat of the mufes, from whence they are dated. In
fuch a fituation, amidft the beft authors, #and in a free
converfation with men of letters, you will be able to
adorn your mind, and give it a ferene and 2 juftway of
thinking : And I fhall have the happinefs not only of
{eeing you forming yourfelf every day for public life,
but rendered more capable of exerting your faculties,
B with




s REMARKS ON THE LIFE
with dignity and advantage to your éountry, and with
a rifing reputation to'yourfelf,

For my own part, early difappointments, the perplexed
ftate of my affairs, indifferent health, and many other
untoward incidents, all contribited to make me, even in
my carlieft part of life, too fond of retirement. Years
have encreafed the inclination, and time rather com-
firms, than corre&®s the erfor ; however, T have not fuf-
fered ‘my mind to be totally ina&ive : but by holding as
little connedtion as pofflible with the Living, I Have em-
ployed myfelf in converfing, and forming an acquaintance
with the dead : and have from thence received more real
{atisfaction and improvement, than probably might have
attended me, had I been diretted in the purfuit of fime,
fortune, or ambition.

Lam much pleafed that you approve of my obferva-
tions on Priny’s letters. I engaged in that work, with
a defign of pointing out, to your brother Lord BovLg,
the ‘amiable qualities of ‘that elegant ' Roman. But |
cannot reft {atisfied unlefs I offer to you alfo, fome pub-
ic token of my paternal affetion: and therefore, T have
lately been examining the works of Dt. SwirT, with
an intention of gathering materials for my future corre-
fpondence with you': and here, my dear ‘Hamizron, I
dedicate to you, ‘thofe criticifims which have occurred to
nie ; and fhall mix'with them fuch particulars of ‘hislife
and charalter, asT flatter myfelf, may tenid at ‘lealt to
your et?tcrt:zi-nment, if not to' your improvement.

Let me begin by giving you a thert but general view
of Swirr’s charater.

: He
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AND WRITINGS QF Dr. SWIFT.

He was in the decline of life when . I knew him. H';
friendfhip was an honour to me, and to fay the tru

.::';\3

J'

I have even drawn advantage from his errors, I havr-:
beheld him in all humours and difpofitions, and I have
formed various fpeculations from the feveral weaknefies,
to which I obferved him liable. His capacity and
ftrength of mind were undoubtedly equal to any tafk
whatever. His pride, his fpirit, or his ambition, call it
by what name you pleafe, was boundlefs : but, his
views were checked in his younger years, and the anxiety
of that difappointment had a vifible effet upon all his
altions. He was four and fevere, but not ablolutely
ill-natured. He was fociable only to particular friends,
and to them only at particular hours. He knew polite-
nefs more than he pratifed it. He was a mixtare of
avarice, and generofity : the former, was freqg

|

uently pre-

valent, the latter, feldom appeared, unlefs

excited by
compaflion. He was open to adulation, and could not,
or would not diftinguifh between low flattery, and jult
applaufe. His abilities rendered him {uperiour to envy.
He was undifguifed and perfe@ly fincere. I am induced
to think, that he entered into orders, more from fome
private and fixed refolution, than from abfolute choice:
be thatas it may, he performed the duties of the church
with great punctuality, and a decent degree of devotion.
He read prayers rather in a firong nervous voice, than
in & graceful manner : and altho’ he has been often ac-
cufed of irreligion, nothing of that kind appeared in" his
converfation or behaviour. His caft- of mind induced .
him to think, and fpeak more of politics than'of religion.

)

E 2 His




4 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

His perpetnal views were direfted towards power : and
his chief aim was to be removed into England : but when
he found himfelf entirely difappointed, he turned his
thoughts to oppofition, and became the patron of Jre-
{axd, in which country he was born. Here it may . not
be improper to obferve to you, that many of his friends
imagined him a native of England, and many others, I
know notwhether to call them friends or enemies, were
willing to fuppofe him the natural fon of Sir WiLLiam

Tevrre. Neither of thefe fa®s are true. He was born

in Dublin, November the thirtieth, in the year fixteen
hundred and fixty feven, and was carried into England
foon after his birth, by his nurfe, who being obliged to
crofs the fea, and having a nurfe’s fondnefs for the child
at her breaft, conveyed him on fhip-board, without the
knowledge of his mother or relations, and kept him with
her at Whitehaven in Cumberland, during her refidence
three years at that place. This extraordinary event
made his return feem as if he had been tranfplanted to
freland, rather than that he had owed his original ex-
iftence to that foil. - But perhaps, he tacitly hoped to in.
fpire different nations with a contention for his birth - at
lealt in his angry moods, when he was peevifh, and
provoked at the ingratitude of Zreland, he was frequently
heard to fay, ““ I am not of this vile country, T am an
¢ Englifiman.” Such an aflertion, although meant fi-
guratively, was often received literally : and the report
was ftill farther aflifted by Mr. Pore, who in one of his
letters has this expreflion, “ Tho' one or two of Ous
o frignds afe gone, fince you faw your zative country,

¢ there
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‘¢ there remain a2 few. *” But Dr. Swirr, in his
cooler hours, never denied his country : on the con-
trary, he frequently mentioned, and pointed out the
houfe where he was born. ~ The other fuggeftion con-
cerning the illegitimacy of his birth, is equally falfe.
Sir Wirrram Tempre was employed as a minifter
abroad from the year fixteen hundred and fixty five, to
the year fixteen hundred and feventy: firft at Brufes,
and afterwards at the Hzgue, as you will find by his
correfpondence with the Earl of d4r/ington, and other
minifters of ftate : fo that Dr. Swirr’s mother, who
never crofled the fez, except from Ewngland to Ireland,
was out of all poffibility of a perfonal correfpondence
with Sir Wirriam Temevs, till fome years after her
fon’s birth.

I have already mentioned to you the exaét place,
and date of Doftor SwirT’s nativity, but the rules of
biography make it neceflary to give you fome account
of his family. It (hall be as fhort as poflible, fince,
although his anceftors were perfons of very decent, and
reputable charaflters, he himfelfhas been the herald to
blazon. the dignity of their coat. His grandfather was
the Reverend Mr. Tromas Swirr, Viear of Goodridge
near Rofs in Herefordfbire. He enjoyed a paternal eftate
in that county, which is ill in poffefiion of his great
grandfon Dzane Swiarr, Bfy; He died in the year fix-’
teen hundred and fifty eight, leaving fix {ons, Gopwin,
THomas, Drypen, WirLLiam, JonaTsax and Apam.

* Letter LXXX, Mr. Pors to Dr. Swirr, Murch
23 1730-7.
Rz Two
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6 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

Two of them only, Gopwix and JonaTuax, left fons,
The defcendants of Gopwin are mentioned in Gui-
LimM’s heraldry, JonaTeaNn married Mrs, ApicaiL
Erick of Leicefler/bire, by whom he had one daughter
and a fon. The daughter was born in the firft year of
Mr. Swirt’s marriage ; but he lived not to fee the
birth of his fon %, who was called JoNATHAN, in me-
mory of his Father, and became afterwards the fa-
mous Dean of St. Patrick’s,

"The greateft part of Mr. JonaTHAN SwirFt’s income
had depended upon agencies, and other employments
of that kind : {o that moft of his fortune perifthed with
him : and the remainder being the only fupport that his
widow could enjoy, the care, tuition, and expence of
her two children devolved upon her hufband’s elder
brother,-Mr. Gopwin Swirz, who voluntarily became
their guardian, and fupplied the lofs which they had
fuftained in a father.. Mrs. Swirt, about two yeats
after her hufband’s death, quitted freland, and retired to
Leicefler, the place of her nativity.

The faculties of themind, appear and fhine forth at
different ages in different men. The infancy of Doétor
Swirr pafied on without any marks of diftin&tion, At fix
years old, he was fent to {chool at Ki/kenny, and about
eightyears afterwards, he wasentered a ftudent of Trinity
College in Dublin.  He lived there in perfe& regula-
rity, and under an entire obedience to the ftatutes : but
the morofenefs of his temper, often rendered him very

a Doé&or SwirT was born two months after his fa-
ther’s death.

3 unacceptable
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unacceptable to his companions ; _fo that he was little
regarded, and lefs beloved. Nor were the academi-
cal exercifes agreeable to his genius. He held logic
and metaphyfics in the utmoft contempt, and he fcarce
confidered mathematics and natural philofophy, unlefs
to turn them info ridicule, 'The ftudies which he fol-
lowed were hiftory and poetry. 1In thefe he made a
great progrefs; but to all other branches of {cience he
had given fo very little application, that when he ap-
peared as a candidate for the degree of Batchelor of
Arts, he was fet afide on account of infufficiency.

You will be furprifed at fuch an incident in his life:
but the fa&t was undoubtedly true : and even at laft he
obtained his admiflion fpeciali gratic: a phrafe which
in that Univerfity carries with it the utmoft marks of
reproach. Itis a kind of difhonourabledegree, and the
record of it, notwithftanding Dr. Swrrr’s prefent efta-
blithed charater throughout the learned world, muft
for ever remain againft him in the academical regifter
at Dublin.
~ Ambition, you will agree with me, could fcarce
have met with a feverer blow. Hercures found him-
felf fet afide for want of ftrength ; or, if admitted
among the wreftlers, admittéd only by favour and in-
dulgence ; yet ftill he muft be confcious, that he was
Hercures. Difappointments,  the earlier they happen
in_life, the deeper impreflionthey make upon the heart.
SwiFT was full of indignation at the treatment which
he had received in Jreland, and therefore refolved to
purfue his ftudies at Oxford. However, that he might

B 4 be
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be admitted ad eundens, he was obliged to carry with
him the Teffimonium of his Degree.

The expreffion fpeciali gratid is fo peculiar to the
Univerfity of Dublin, that when Mr. Swirr exhibited
his Teftimonial at Oxford, the members of the Englifp
Univerfity concluded, that the words feciak gratid
muft fignify a degree conferred in reward of extraor-
dinary diligence, or learning, You may imagine, he
did not'try to undeceive them. He was immediately
admitted ad eandem, and chofe to enter” himfelf of Hars

« Hall, now Hartford College; where he conftantly refided
(fome  vifits to his mother at Leicefter, and to Sir Wii-
Liam TempLe at Mosre Park excepted) till he took
his degree as Mafter of Arts, which, if I remember
rightly, was in the year ninety one. o

Having attended my friend Swier thus far.in his
road of life, let me reft a little before I proceed far-
ther with'him in the journey, and let me defire you
to keep this letter, as I intend that it fhall be followed
hereafter by others of the famefort, and relating to. the
fame perfon.

Lam, my deareff Hamavron,
Jour affelfionate Fatber,

ORRERY,

’ 'h*-\-'“

TR e I
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LETTER IL

Am happy, my dear Haminrox, to find that the
I tafk, which I have undertaken of placing together
fome memoirs of Dr. Swirr’s life, will be an accepta-
ble prefenttoyou. In my laft letter, you may. remem-
ber, that I condu@ed Dr. SwirT from his birth, in the
year fixteen hundred and fixty feven, to his taking has
degree of Mafter of Arts at Oxford, in the year fixteen
hundred and ninety one, Curiofity may induce you
to know, in what manner he could f{ubfif, or by what
channel the fprings of his revenue were {fupplied, at a
time when both kingdoms, but particularly #reland,
were in great confufion. Youwill almoft tremble for
him, when I tell you, that in the year of the Revo-
lution, his uncle Gopwin Swirr had fallen into 2
kind of lethargy, or dotage, which deprived him by
degrees of his {fpeech and memory; and rendered him
totally incapable of being of the leaft fervice to his fa-
mily and friends, Bat, in the midft of this diftre(sful
fituation, as if it was ordained, that no incident fhould
bereave mankind of fuch a genius, Sir Wirn1am TEM-
rLE (whofe Lady was related to Dr. Swirt’s mother)
moft generoufly ftept in to his afliftance, and avowedly

{upported




10 REMARKS ON. THE. LIEE

fupported his education at the Univerfity of Ouxford,
Adts of generofity feldom meet with their juft applaufe :
Sir Witrram TemrLe's friendfhip was immediately
conftrued to proceed from a confcionfnefs, that he was
the real father of M. SwiFT, otherwife it was thought
impoflible, that he could be o uncommonly munificent
t0 a young mapg, ‘no ways rélated to him, ‘and bat dif-
tantly‘related to his wife, I am not quite certain, that
Swirr himfelf did not acquiefce in the calumny, Per-
haps, like Arexanveg, he thought the natural fon of
JurrTER would appear greater than the legitimate fon
of PHiLsp.

- But I muft not omit to tell you, that another of
his father’s brothers, Wirr1am Swirr, aflited him
when at Oxford, by repeated a@s of friendfhip and af-
fe€tion. ' I have a letter now before me, which, tho’
torn, and imperfe in feveral places, thews his gratitude
and devotion to the uncle, whom I have juft now men-
tioned, and whom he calls 5, beft of bis relations. T will
tranfcribe this epiftolary fragment, fince at leaft it is {o
far curious, as it gives us a {pecimen of SwIFT's man-
ner of writing and thinking, at that period of his
life,

Moore

ey
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Moore Park; New, 29, 1692,

S 1R,

MI" fifter told me, you was pleafed (when fboe was
bere) to wonder, I did fo Jeldom awrite to you. I

been fo kind; to impute it neither
to 1ll mann refpedt. I always
thought that fufficient from one, who
bas always been but too troublefome o you: befides I knew
your averfion to impertinence, and God knows fo wery pri-
wate a life as mine can furnifb a letter with little elfe :
for I often am two or three months aithout feeing any body
befides the family 5 and now my fiffer is gone, I am likely
10 be more folitary than before. I am fill to thank you for
your care in my Teftimonium, and it was to wvery good
purpofe, for I never awas more Jatisfied than in the beba-
wiour of the Univerfity of Oxford to me. 1 had all the
cicvilities I could wifp for, and fo many ;
favours, that Lam afbamed to bave been more obliged in a
Sfew aveeks to flrangers, than ever I was in feven years o
Dublin College.. I am not #o take orders till the King
giwes me @ Prebendary : and Sir WILL1AM TEMPLE, #hs’
he promifes me the certainty of it; yet is lefs foravard than
I could awifb ; becaufe, I fuppofe, be believes 1/ball leave
bim, and upon fome accounts, be thinks me a little nece/-
Jary to him If I were
entertainment, or deing you any fatisfaciion by my
letters, I [bould be wery glad to perform it that way, as ¥ §
gm bound to do it by oll athers. I am Jorry my fartune

ﬁ@ﬁ({;{




12 - REMARKS'ON THE LIFF
Joould fling me fo far from 2he beft of my relations, buz hape.
that I fkall bawve the bappine/s to fee you fome time or other.
Pray my bumble fervice to my good aunt, and the reft of
#y-relations, if you pleafe,

You do not fee in thele few hines, the lealt {ymptoms
of that peculiar turn of phrafe, which afterwards ap-
peared in all his writings; even in his moft trifling let~
ters. - Neither his learning, nor his genius were yet
arrived to any degree of ripenefs. Or perhaps the let,
ter was rather the effect of duty than inclination, and in
that cafe, the ftyle of it muft be illaborate, and void
ef all freedom and vivacity.. It is dated from Moore
Parks near. Farnbam in Surry, where Sir WiLriam
FEMPLE then refided.

Swirr, as{oon as he had quitted the Univerfity of
Oxford, lived with Sir WirLram Temers as his friend,
and domeftic companian. When he had been abous
two years at Moore Park, he contrafted a very long
and dangerous illnefs, by eating an immoderate quan-
tity-of froit. To this furfeit I have often heard him:
afcribe that giddinefs in his head, which with intermif.
fions fometimes of a longer, and fometines of a fhorter
eontmuance, purfued him till it feemed to compleat its
eonqueft, by rendering him the exaét image of one of
Bis own Struldbruges, a miferable {pettacle, devoid of
€very appearance of human nature, except the outward
forn. _

In compliance to the advice of his phyficians, when
be was fufficiently recovered teo travel, he went into
dreland, to try the effe@s of his native air: and ke

3 found
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found fo much benefit by the journey, that in ¢ompli-
ance to his.own inclinations, he foon returned into
England, and was again moft affeitionately received by
Sir Wirriam TempLE, who had now left Moore Park,
and was fettled at Sheere, where he was often vifited by
King Wirriam. Here Swirr had frequent opportu-
nities of converfing with that Prince; in-{ome of which
converfations, the King offered to make him a captain
of horfe: an offer, which, in fplenetic difpofitions, -he
always feemed forry to have refufed ; but at that time,
he had refolved, within his own mind, to take orders;
and during his whole life, his refolutions, like the de-
crees of fate, were immoveable, 'Thus determined, he
again went over into freland, and immediately enlifted
himfelf under the banner of the Church.. He was re-
commended by Sir Wirriam TempLE to Lord Carrr,
then Lord Deputy, who gave him the firft vacancy, 2
prebend, of which the income was- about an hundred
pounds a year.  Swirr foon grew weary of this pre~
ferment : it was not. {ufficiently confiderable, and was
at fo great a diftance from the metropolis, that:it abfo-
lutely deprived him from that kind of converfation and
{ociety, in which he delighted. He had been wufed to
very different {cenes in Esgland, and had naturally an
averfion to folitude and retirement. He was glad therg-
fore, to refign his prebend in favonr of -a friend, and
to return 10 Shegne, where he lived domeftically as ufual,
till the death of Sir Wirriam TempLE, who, befides 2
legacy in. money, left to him -the care, and truft of
publifhing his pofthumous works: BGET
As




14 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

As during my friend Swirr’s refidence with Sir Wir-
r1am TeMPLE, he became intimately acquainted with
a Lady, whom he has diftinguithed, and often cele-
brated in his works, under the name of STELIA 1
cannot think, my Hawm, that it will be improper, to
give you at once her hiftory, although, according to the
rules of biography, I ought perhaps to have delayed
the account, till we arrived at that period of his life,
when he married her: but as I may have occafion to
fpeak of her in various parts of Swirr’s works, and
as his manner of living with her will fhew you, how
much he deviated from the ‘common order of men, I
fhall fill up the reft of my letter with her extraordinar ¥y
ftory.

STELLA’S real name was Jounson. She was the
daughter of Sir Wirrram Temere’s fteward, and the
concealed, but undoubted wife of Dr. Swirr. Sir
Wirrtam Tempre bequeathed her in his will one
thoufand pounds, asan acknowledgment of her father's
faithful fervices. I cannot tell, how long fhe remained
in England, or whether fhe made more journeys than
one to Jfrelond after Sir Wirriam TEMPLES death ;
but if my informations are right, fhe was married to
Dr. Swirt in the year feventeen hundred and fixteen,
by Dr. Asug then bithop of Clgher.

STELLA was a2 moft amiable womén, in mind, and
perfon. She had an elevated underﬁanding, with all
the delicacy dnd foftnefs of herown fex. Hervoice, how-
ever fweet in itfelf, was ftill rendered more harmoniows
by what fhe faid, Xer wit was poignant without feve-

rty.




i al,.\_u._-‘“,'.'..-.ﬁw-- «—u...&_.ﬂ'" e A T -~

. AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 1j;

rity. Her manners were humane, polite, eafy, and
unreferved. Wherever fhe came fhe attralted atten-
tion and efteem. As virtue was her guide in mora-
lity, fincerity was her guide in religion. She was con-
ftant, but not oftentatious in her devotions. She was
remarkably . prudent in her. converfation, She had
great fkill-in mufic, and was - perfeétly well verfed in
all the leffer arts that employ a lady’s leifure. Her
wit allowed her a fund of perpetual chearfulnefs : her
prudence kept that chearfulnefs within proper limits,
She exaltly anfwered the -defeription of Pengrorr in
HomER,

A woman loveliefl of the lovely kind,
In bady. perfelt, and compleat in mind.

Such was Stenra : yet with 2all thefe accomplifh.
ments fhe never could prevail upon Dr. Swirt to . ac.
knowledge her openly as his wife, A great genius muft
tread in unbeaten paths, and deviate from the common
road of life: otherwife, furely a diamond of fo much
luftre might have been publicly produced, although it
had been fixed within the collet of matrimony.: but,
the flaw, which inDr. Swirt’s eye reduced the wvalue
of fuch a jewel, was the fervile flate of her father,
who, as has been faid before, was a menial fervant to
Sir Witriam Tempre, . Ambition and pride will, at
any time, conquer reafon and juftice, and each-larger
degre¢ of pride, likethe larger filhes of prey, wall de-
vour all the lefs : thus the vanity of boalting fuch a

wife
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wife was {uppreffed by the greater Vanity of keéping
free from a low alliance.

Dr. Swirr and Mrs. Jornson continued the famé
eeconomy of life after marriage, which they had pur-
fued before it. They lived in feparate houfes ; he re-
maining at the deanery, fhe, ih lodgings at a diftance
from him, and on the other fide of the river Liffy.
Nothing appeared in their behaviour inconfiftent with
decorumy, or beyond the limits of platonic love. They
converfed like friends, but they induftrioufly took care,
to fommon witnefles of their converfation : a rule to
which they adhered fo firiétly, thatit would be difficult,
if not impofiible, to prove they had ever been together
without {fome third perfon. '

A conduét fo extraordinary in itfelf always gives
room for various comments and refletions : but, how-
ever unaccountable this renunciation of marriage rites
might appear to the world, it certainly arofe not from
any confcioufnefs of too near a confanguinity between
him and Mrs. Jounsox, although the general voice of
fame was willing to make them both, the natural cliil-
dren of Sir WirLriam Tempie. I am perfuaded, that
Dr. Swirt was not of that opinion ; becaufe, the fame
falfe pride that induced him to deny the legitimate
daughter of an obfcure fervant, might have prompted
him to own the natural daughter of {0 eminent a man
as Sir Wirriam TemprLe. There are a&ions of which
the true fources will never be difcovered. 'This per-
haps isone. I have told you the fa&t, in the manner
§ have received it from feveral of Swier’s friends and

relations,
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relations, and I muft leave you to make your own ob-
{ervations upon it.

““Youmay imagine, that 2 woman of STeLLA’s delicacy
muft repine at {uch an ‘extraordinary fituation. The
outward honours, which fhe received, are as frequently
beftowed upon’ a miftrefs, as a wife. She was' abfo-
lutely virtuous, and yet was obliged to fubmit to all
the appearances of vice, except in" the prefence of
thofe few people, who were witnefles of the cautious
manner in which fhe lived with ‘her hufband, who
fcorned, my HamivrTon, even to be married like any
other man.

Inward anxicty affeted by deprees the calmnefs of
her mind, and the ftrength of her body. She began to
decline in her ‘health in the year {eventeen hundred
and twenty four, and from the firft fymptoms of decay,
fhe rather haftened, than fhrunk back in the defcent :
tacitly pleafed, to find her footfteps tending. to that
place, where #hey neither marry, nor are given in marriage.
She died towards the end of Fanuary, feventeen hun-
dred and twenty feven, or eight, abfolutely deftroyed
by the peculiarity of her fate : a fate, which perhaps
fie could not have incurred by an alliance with any
other perfon in the world.

My paper, my time, and every circumftance, put
me in mind of afluring you, my dear Hamivrown, that
I am,

Your mofl affeiionate Father,

ORRERY.
6 L35 b
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Join with you entirely in thinking STELLA One of

the moft unfortunate of her fex. *Her cataftrbphe
was fuch as might have drawn pity from a breaft lefs
{ufceptible of that paffion than yours. Injurious treat-
ment, difappointed®love, along lingering illnefs, were
all circumftances of the melancholy kind. Be not fur-
prized, my Hamivrron, when I tell you, that he never
fpoke of her without a figh : for fuchis the perverfene(s
of human nature, that we bewail thofe perfons dead,
whom we treated cruelly when living. But, I am
making refleCtions, when I intended to write memoirs.
Let us return to Swirr.

Upon the death of Sir WirLr1am TemrreE he came
t0 London, and took the earlieft opportunity of deliver-
ing a petition to King Wirri1am, under the claim of a
promife made by his Majetty to Sir Wirriam Tem-
pLE, “ That Mr. Swirr fhould have the firft vacancy,
¢ which might happen among the prebends of Weft-
““ minfler or Canterbury.” 'The promifes of kings are
often a kind of chaff, which the breath of a minifter
bloweth, and fcattereth away from the face of a court.
The petition had no effe®. It was either totally for.
gotten, or drowned amidft the clamours of more urgent
claims, From this firft difappointment, may probably

be
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be dated. that bitternefs towards kings, and cour-
tiers, which is to be found fo univerfally difperfed
throughout his works.

After a long and fruitlefs attendance at' Whitehall,
Swirr relu€tantly gave up all thoughts of a fcttlement
in England. He had dedicated - Sir Wirriam Tim

PLE's works to the King. The dedication was neglec-
ted, nor did his Majefty take the leaft notice of him
after Sir Wirniam TeEMPLE’s death.. What then was

to be done ? honour, or to ufe a properer word, pride
hindered him from faying long in a ftate of fervility
and contempt. He complied therefore with an invita-
tion from the Earl of Bergkrey (appointed one of the
Lords Juftices in freland) to attend him as his chaplain
and private fecretary.  Lord Berkrey landed near I7z-
terford, and Mr. Swirr alted as fecretary during the
whole journey to Dublin.  But another of Lord Berx-
LEY's attendants, whofe name was Buss, had, by this
time, infinuated himfelf into the Farl’s favour, and
had avbzfpered to his Lordfip, that the poft of {ecre-
tary was not proper for a clergyman, to whom only
church preferments could be fuitable or advantageous.
Lord Berkrey liftened perhaps too attentively to thefe
infinuations,

and making fome flight apology to Mr.
Swirt, divefted him of that office, andbeflowed itupon

Mr. Busa, Here again wasanother difappointment, ard

L
a frefth obje&t of indignation. The treatment wae
thought injurious, and SwirT exprefled his fenfibility

of it mna fhort, but fatyrica

-
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Difcovery.
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However, during the government of the Earls of

Berkrey and Garway, who were jointly Lords Jufti-

ces of Irelind, two livings, Laracor and. Rathbeggan,

F

were beftowed upon Mr. Swirr.  The firft of thefe
re@ories was worth about two hundred, and the latter
about fixty pounds a year, and they were the ol
church preferments that he enjoyed ’till he was ap-
pointed Dean of St. Pairick’s, in the year {eventeen
hundred and thirteen.

As foon as he had taken pofleflion of his two liv-
ings, he went to refide at Laracor, and gave public
notice to his parifhioners, that he would read prayers
on every Wednefday and Friday, Upon the fubfe-
quent Wednefday the bell was rung, and the Re&or
attended in his defk, when after having fat fome time,
and finding the congregation to confift only of himfelf,
and his clerk Rocer, he began with great compofure
and gravity, but with a turn peculiar to himfelf,
¢ Dearly beloved ROGER, the fcripture moveth you and me
€ in fundry places.” And then proceeded 1]‘6glﬂar1y
through the whole fervice., 1 mention this trifling cir-
cumftance only to fhew you, that he could not refift a
vein of humour whenever he had an opportunity of ex-
erting it,

As T'have given you a particular example of his hu-

mour, let me give you a particular inftance of his pride:
efpecially as it comes in properly enough in point of
time.

Whilit Swirr was™ chaplain to Lord BerkLEY, his

enly fifter, by the confent and approbation of her un-
cles
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cles and relations, was married to a man in trade,
whofe fortune, charaéter, and fitnation, were efteemed,
by all her friends, fuitable for her in every refpect.
But, the marriage was entirely difagreeable to her bro-
ther, It feemed to interrupt thofe ambitious views,
which he had long fince formed : He grew outragious
at the thonghts of being brother-in-law to a tradefman.
He utterly refufed all reconciliation with his fifter, nor
would he even liften to the entreaties of his mother,
who came over to Ire/and, under the firongeft hopes of
pacifying his anger, having, in every other inftance
found him a dutiful, and an obedient fon': but his
pride was not to be conquered, and Mrs. SwirT finding
her {on inflexible, haftened back to Leiceffer, where fhe
continued till her death.

During his mother’s life time, he {carce ever failed
to pay her an annual vifit. But his manner of travel-
ling was as fingular as any other of his a&ions. He
often went in a waggon, but more frequently walked
from Holybead to Leicefler, London, or any other part of
England. ~ He generally chofe to dine with waggoners,
hoftlers, and perfons of that rank ; and he ufed to lye
at night in houfes where he found written over the
door Lodgings for a penny. He delighted in  {cenes of
low life. The vulgar diale® was not only a fund of
humour for him, but I verily believe was acceptable
to his nature ; otherwife I know not how to account
for the many filthy ideas, and indecent expreflions (I
mean indecent in point of cleanlinefs and delicacy) that
will be found throughout his works.

C 3 I need
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I need not tell you, that a frié refidence at Laracor,
was not in the leaft {uitable to his difpofition., He was
perpetually making excurfions not only to Dublin, and
other parts of Jreland, but into England, efpecially to
London. .~ So rambling a difpofition, occafioned to him
a confiderable lofs. 'The rich deanery of Derry be-

came vacant at this timc, and was intended for him by
Lord Berkiey, if Dr. King, then Bifhop of Derry,
and. afterwards Archbifhop of Dublin, had not inter-
pofed : entreating with great earneftniefs, that the
deanery might be given to fome gra.ve and elderly Di-
vine, rather than to fo young a man ; “ becaufe (add-
““ ed the Bifhop) the fituation of Dé’?:‘:}? isin the midft
“ of prefbyterians, and I fhould be glad of a clergy-
“ man, who could be of affiftance to me. I have no
¢ objeftion to- Mr. Swirr. I know him to be a
¢ {prightly ingenions young man; but inftead of refid-
“ ing, I darefay, he will be eternally flying back-
“ wards and forwards to London, and therefore I en.-
treat, that he may be provided for in fome other
¢ place.”

SWIFT was accordingly fet afide on account of
youth, but, as if his ftars had deftined to him a parallel
revenge, he lived to fee the Bithop of Derry afterwards
fet afide on account of age. That Prelate had been
Archbithop of Dublin many years, and had been long
celebrated for his wit and learning, when Dr. Lnu-
seY, the Primate of Jreland, died. Upon his death,
Archbifhop Kinc immediately made claim to the Pri-
macy, as a preferment to which he had a right from

his

(11
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his ftation in the fee of Dubln, and from his- acknow-
ledged charaéter in the church. . Neither of thefe ‘pre-
tenfions were prevalent. He was looked upon as 700
far advanced in years to be removed. The reafon al-
ledged was as mortifying as the refufal itfelf: but the
Archbifhop had no opportunity of fhewing his refent-
ment, except to the new Primate Dr. BorTer, whom
he received at his own houfe, and in his dining parlour,
without rifing from his chair, and to whom he made
an apology, by faying, in his ufual ftrain of wit, and
with his ufual {neering countenance, ¢ My Lord, I am
¢ certain. your Grace will forgive me, becaufe, ¥ox
€ know, I am too old to rife.”’

In the year 1701, SwirT took his: Door’s degree,
and towards the latter end of that year; or accordingto
our abfurd way of reckoning; in the year 172+ King
WiiLiam died. Queen Ann’s reign will open a new
{cene, and will probably afford me materials for more
Ietters than one  The more the better, when in each of
them I can affure you, that your behaviour, as well as
my own inclinations, oblige me to be,

Your affeitionate Fatber,

OR R ER¥.

O
o
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PO N the death of King WrLriam, and the
acceflion of Queen Anwe Dr.Swirr came in-

to England, 1t cannot be denied, that the chief mini-
frers of that Queen, whether diftinguifhed under the
titles of Whigs or Tories, of High Church or of Low
Church, were, from the beginning to the end of her
reign, encouragers of learning, and patrons of learned
men. The wits and poets of that =ra, were numerous
and eminent. Amidift the croud, yet fhining above the

reft, appeared Dr. SwirT,

Ipfe ante alios pulcherrimus omnes,
Infert fe focium Eneas, atque agmina jungif.

will be impoffible, in mentioning the reign of
this Princets, or in writing memoirs of Dr. Swirr, to

«q T r K7L
avoid the frequent ufe of thofe cant words Whig and
Tory,  tawo creatures, fays a modern author, * wha

are born with « _J.-'?f.f'f'g?i' m.?f';‘pm'f{;) to each w.’,-'."(:‘.v.,, and en-

‘“ voge as naturaily when they meet, as the elepbant and

‘¢« »hinpceres.””  In a mixture of thefe two jr_ll_'ring ani-

o Ao . :*_. :H T =
See the Speltator, No. o,
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mals confifted the firft minifiry of Queen Axw, but the
greater fhare of the adminiftration was committed to the
Whigs, who, with indefatigable induftry, foon engrofled
the whole; enclofing their Sovereign within their own
fortifications, and keeping her captive within their own
walls. The Queen, whofe heart was naturally inclined
towards the Tories, remained an unwilling prifoner fe-
veral years to the Whigs, till Mr. Harrey, with a
tory army, undermined all the whiggifh fortrefles, le=
velled their works to the ground, feized the Princefs,
and during the remainder of her life, {urrounded, and
defended her with a new fet of troops under the com-
mand of the Duke of OrmonD.

- Dr. Swirr was known to the great men of each
denomination : and although he foon attached himfelf
openly to the Tories, it is certain he had been bred up,
and educated with Whigs ; at leaft with fuch, who, in
the Lexicon of Party, may be found ranged under that
title. His motives for quitting the lower vallies of
Whiggifm for the higher regions of Torifm, appear
throughout his works. The perfons who had now fig-
nalized themfelves as Whigs, had renounced thofe
principles by which the old Whigs were denoted, and
had embraced feveral of thofe tenets of which their
forefathers had either a real, or a pretended, abhor-
rence. 'The effe@s of power and ambition are extra-
ordinary and boundlefs. They blind our faculties,
they ftagger our refolution, and they {ubvert our’ na-
ture. Not all the metamorphofes of Ovip can produce
g parallel equal to the change that appears in the

{ame
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fame man, when from a Patriot he becomes = Courtier:
yet it may be afferted, and will redound to the honour
of Dr. Swirr, that when he rofe into the confidence
and efteem of thofe great men, who fat at the helm of
affairs during the laft years of Queen Axw’s reign; he
fcarce ever loft himfelf, ‘or grew giddy by the plenitude
of power, and the exalted ftation of frequently appear-
ing in the confidence, and favour of the reigning mi-
nifter, © He may have been carried away by inconfi-
derate paffion, but he was not to be fwayed by delibe-
rate evil. He may have erred in judgement, but he
was upright in intention. The welfare and profperity
of thefe kingdoms were the conftant aim of his politics,
and the immediate fubje& of his thoughts and writings.
But, as Hamier fays, “ Something too much of this.”
Let us continue therefore to trace the footfteps of his
life; in which, fcarce any circumftance can be found
material from the year feventeen hundred and two, till
the change of the miniftry in the year feventeen hun-
dred ‘and ten. During this interval, he had worked
hard within thofe fubterraneous paflages, where, as has
been hinted before, the mine was formed that blew up
the whiggifh ramparts, and opened ‘a way for the To-
vies to the Queen. Swirr was to the Tlories; what
CzEsar was to the Romans, at once a leader of their
armies, and an hiftoriographer of their triumphs. - He
refided very much in Ewngland: his inclinations were al.

ways there. His intimacy with Lord Oxrorp coi-
menced, as far as may be deduced from his works, in
O&ober

|5 ]
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Oéober v709. In a poem written in the year 1713, he
{ays,

'Tis (et me fee) three years and more
(O&ober mext it awill be four)
Since HarRLEY bid me firfl attend,
And chofe me _for an bumble fricnd.

And again in another poem written in the {fame year,

My Lord weuld carry on the jeft,

And dowwn to Windfor #ake bis guefi.
SwiET much admires the place and air,
Ard langs io be a Canon there.

A Canon ! that's a place too mean,

No, Doctor, you fball be a Dean.

By this laft quotation, and by numberlefs other in.
fances in his works, it feems undeniable that a fettle-
ment in Eugland was the unvaried obje&t of Dr. Swirr’s
ambition: fo thathis promotion to a deanery in freland,
was rather a difappointment than a reward. In a let-
ter to Mr. Gay, he f{ays, < The beft, and greatefl part
. of my life, until thefe laft eight years, I [pent in Eng-
¢« land, There I made my friend/bips, and there I left my
< defires. I am condemned for ever to another country: *7
and in anfwer to a letter from Mr. Porr, who had
offered incenfe to him, as to a tutelar faint in a ftate of

& Tetter c. Vol. 2.

{
feparation,
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feparation, he writes thus. *“ You are an il catholic,
S or alavorfe geographer, for I can affure you, Ireland is
“ ot paradife, and I appeal even fo a Spanifl divine,
¢ avbetbher addrefles were ever made to a friend in bell or
¢ purgatory ??’" 1 fhall cite no other quotations; but
you will find in his letters, many expreffions to the:{fame
purport.

Among the various branches, into which Swirr’s
expanfive genius {pread itfelf, thofe peculiar talents of
levelling his writings to the loweft, and fuftaining their
dignity, to the higheft capacity; were probably the ori-
ginal motives that attracted the Earl of Oxrorp?s friend-
fhip to him. In the year-17cg, the charaéter of Dr,
SwirT, as an author, was perfetly eftablifhed: he
had fhewn abilities equal to thofe attributed by Fo-
MER to Urysses: he could appear a beggar among
beggars, and a king among kings.

From the year 1710, to the lateft period of Queen
Axn, we find him fighting on the fide of the minifters,
and maintaining their caufe in pamplets, poems, and
weekly papers. In one of his letters to Mr: Porg, he
has this expreflion, ¢ I bave converfed in fome freedom
<< auith more miniflers of flate, of ali parties; than-ufually

<< happens to menof my lewvel; and 1 confefs; in their capacity

<< as miniflers, 1 look upon them as a race of people awbofe

- 7 T ' . 7
¢ acquaintance no man awonld court etherawife thamn on the

<6 feore of  Uanity, or ambition.”’” Lord Oxrorp, as

1

a gentleman, and a -{cholar, might be open: and  un-

£

referved to Dr. Swirrr, as far as his Lordfhip’s
a Letter 4. Vol 2 “ Letter 4. Vol. 7.

e - [
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nature would permit; but as a minifter of ftate he
ever appeared myterious and a:nmm'ltxcal delivering
his oracles, like the Delphian Deity, in occult terms
and ambiguous expreflions.

A man always appears of more confequence to him-
felf, than he is in reality to any other perfon. Such
perhaps was the cafe of Dr. Swirr. He found him-
felf much indulged by the fmiles, and converfation of
the Farl of Oxrorp. He knew how ufeful he was to
the adminiftration in general: and in one of his ; letters
(I think the fame which I have laft quoted) he men-
tlom, that the place of hiftoriographer was intended for

him; but I am apt to {ufpeét that he flattered him{elf
too highly : at leaft it is very evident, that ke remained
without any preferment till the year 1713, when he
was made Dean of St. Patrick’s. In point of power and
revenue, fuch a deanery might be efteemed no inconfi-
derable promotion; but to an ambitious mind, whofe
perpetual aim was a {ettlement in England, a dignity in
any other kingdom muft ap puz (as perhaps it was de-
figned) only an honourable, and profitable banifhment,

But, my Hamivrroxn, I will never hide the freedom
of my fentiments from you. I am much inclined to be-
lieve that the temper of my i-"r'w.ud SwiFrt, might oe-
cafion his Englifh friends, to wilh iim happily and pro-
perly promoted, at a diftance. 1-i.:5 {pirit, for I would
give it the fofteft name, was ever untractable. The
motions of his genius were often irregular. He afium-
ed more the air of a patron, than of a friend. He
affeCled rather to difate than advife.  He was elated

\\'1“1
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with the appearance of enjoying minifterial confidence.
He enjoyed the fhadow: the fubftance was detained
from him. He was employed, not trufted; and at the
fame time that he imagined himfelf a fubtil diver, who
dextroufly fhot down into the profoundeft regions of
politics, he was fuffered only to found the {hallows
neareft the fhore, and was fcarce admitted to defcend
below the froth at the top. Perhaps the deeper bottoms
were too muddy for his infpection.

By reflexions of this fort, we may account for his
difappointment in’' an Englif% bithoprick. A difappoint-
ment which, he imagined, he owed to a joint applica-
tion made againft Kim to the Queen by Dr. Suarpe,
Archbifhop of 7574, and by a Lady of the higheft rank
and chara&ter. Archbithop SuarrE, according to Dr.
Swirt’s account, had reprefented him to the Queen,
as a perfon who was not a Chriftian; the great Lady
had fupported the afperfion; and the Queen, upon fuch
affurances, had given away the bithoprick, contrary to
her Majefty’s firft intentions. SwirT kept himfelf in-
deed within fome tolerable bounds, when he fpoke of
the Queen: but his indignation knew no limits, when
he mentioned the Archbifhop, or the Lady.

Bufinefs and ceremony, (two commanders, that I
hope you will lift under, much more willingly than I
can) call me away from my letter, although nothing
can ever call away my thoughts from you, or interrupt
the tendernefs with which I am, dear Hamivrox,

Your: affeitionate Father,

ORRERY.

L ET-
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OST people, my dear Hawm, are fond of a
fettlement in their native country : but Dr.

Swirr had little reafon to rejoice in the land where his
lot had fallen : for, upon his arrival in Zreand to take
pofiefiion of the deanery, he found the violence of
party raging inthat kingdom to the higheft degree.
The common people were taught to look upon him. as
a Jacobite, and they proceeded fo far in their detefta-
tion, as to throw ftones and dirt at him as he paffed
through the ftrects. ~ The chapter of St. Patrick’s, like
the reft of the kingdom, received him with great re-
luftance. They thwarted him in e rery point that he
propofed. He was avoided as a peflilence. He was
oppofed as an invader.. He was matked out as an ene-
my to his country. Such was his firft reception as
Dean of St. Patrick’s. Fewer talents, and lefs firm-
mefs, muft have yielded to fo outragious an oppofition,
Jed contra audentior ibat. He had {een enough of hu-
man nature, to be convinced, that the paflions of low,
{elf-interefted minds, ebb and flow continually. They
love they know not whom, they hate they know not
why : they are captivated by words : guided by names:
and governed by accidents. SacHEVERELL  and the

Church
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Church had been of as great fervice to one 'party in
the year 1710, as Popery and Slavery were to the other
in the year 1713. But, to fhew you the ftrange revo-
Iutions in this world, Dr. Swirt, who was now the
deteftation of the I-ifb rabble, lived to be afterwards
the moft abfolute monarch over them that ever go-
verned men.

His firlt ftep, was to reduce to reafon and obedience
his reverend brethren the chapter of St. Patrick’s o in
which, he fucceeded {o perfedtly, and fo fpeedily, that
in a fhort time after his arrival, not one member of
that body offered to contraditt him, even in trifles. On
the contrary, they held him in' the higheft refpe& and
veneration ; fo that he fat in the Chapter-houfe, like
JuriTer in the Synod of the Gods. Whether fear or
conviftion were the motives of {o immediate a change,
I leave you to confider; but certain it is

Viro Phabi chorus affurrexerit omnis.

Swirt made no longer a ftay in Ireland, in the year

13, than was requifite to eftablifh himfelf as Dean,
and to pafs through certain cuftoms and formalities, or
te ufe his own words,

17

!

Through all wexations,
“Patents, Inflalments, Abjurations,
Firft Fraits, and Tenths, and Chapter-Treats,

Pucs, Paymeuts, Fees, Demands, and — Cheats.

During
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During the time of thefe ceremonies, he kepta con-
flant correfpondence with his friends in England : all
of whom were eminent, either in birth, ftation, or abi-
lities. Among thefe, let- me begin with the name of
Mr. Pore.- The world has already feen a long {eries
of their correfpondence: but a remarkable letter of Mr.
PorE’s having been lately communicated to me, and
bearing date at the latter end of the year 1713, as I
cannot part with the original, I will fend you a very
faithful copy ofit, I fhould firft fay, that it isin an-
{wer to one from Swirt, wherein he had jocofely
made an offer to his friend of a fum of money, ex cas/a
religionis, or, in plain englifh, to induce Mr. PorE to
change his religion. The wit of the letter itfelf will
excufe all farther commentaries. :

Binfield, December 8, 1713
S IR,

O T to trouble you at prefent with a recital of all

my obligations to you, I fball only mention tawo things,
abich I take particularly kind of you : your defire that 1
Joould awrite to you, and your propofal of giving me twenty
guineas to change my veligion, «which laff you muft give me
leave to make the fubjest of this letter.

Sure mo clergyman ever offered fo much out of bis own
purfe for the fake of any religion. ’Tis almofl as many
preces of gold, as an Apoftle could get of filver fiom the
priefls of old, on a much more walueble confideration. 1
believe it aill be better avorth my awhile to propife a

D change




— e T

e

34 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
change of my faith by [ubfcription, than a tranflation of

Homer. And to convince you, how avell difpofed I am to

the reformation, I fball be content, ifyou can prevail with
my Lord Treafurer, and the minifiry, to rife to the fame
Jum, each of them, on this pious account, as my Lord HaL-
LI1FAX bas done on the prophane one. I am afraid there's
#0 being at once a poet and a good Chriftian, and I am
wery much flraitned between two, while the Whigs feem
awilling to contribute as much, to'continue me the one, as
you avould, to make me the other. But,if you can move every
man in the government, who “has above ten thoufond
pounds a year, to fubfiribe as muck as yourfelfy T fall be-
come a convert, as moft men do, when the LORD turns it
20 my intereft. 1 knoww they hawe the truth of religion fo
much at beart, that they'd certainly give more to have one
good fubjet tranflated from popery tathe church of England,
than taventy beathenifs autbors out of any unknown tongie
into ours. I therefore commiffion you, Mr, DEAN, with full

authority, to tranfalt this affair in my name, and to pro-

pofe as follows. Firft, that asto the head of our charch,
the Pope, I may engage to renounce his powver, whenfoever
7 ff:m’! receive any particular indulgences from the ﬁe.m’ of
your churchy the Queen.

ds to communion in ene kind, I fball allo promife to change
it for communion in both, as foon as the miniftry awill al-
loav me. -

For invacations to faiuts, mine fball be turned to dedicati-
ons to finners, when Ifall find the great ones of this aworld as
willing to dome any good, as I believe thofe of the other are.

You fee I fball not be obflinate in the main points 3 but
there is one article I muft referve, and avbich you feemed

ok
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not unwilling to allow me, prayer for the dead. Thereare
people to whofe fouls T aiff as aell, as to my own; and I
mifl crave leave, bumbly to lay before them, that though the
Jubfcriptions abovementioned woill fuffice for myfelf; there are
neceflary perquifites and additions, awbich I muft demand on
the feore of this charitable article. It is alfo to be confi-
dered, that the greater part of thofe, awhofe fouls. I am
moft concerned for, avere unfortunntely beretics, fbhifmaticks,
poets, painters, or perfons of fuch Lves and manners, as
Jeaw or no churches ave willing to fave.  The expence will
therefore be the greater, to make an effeltual provifion for
the faid fouls,

Q/d Dryory; though a Roman Cathilic, was a poety
and ’tisvevealed in the vifions of fome ancient faiuts, that
#o poet wasever faved under fome hundred of maffes. I
cannot fet bis delivery from “purgatory ot lefs than Sty
pounds flerling.

WALsH avas not only a Socinian, but (what youll owon
is barder to be faved) a Whig. He cannot modeftly be rak-
ed at lefs than an hundred.

L’ESTRANGE, being a Tory, we compute him but at
twenty pounds, awbich I hope no friend of the party can deny
to give, to keep him from damning in the next life, confis
dering they never gave him fixpence tokeep him from flarw-
ingin this.

All this together amounts to one hundred and Jeventy
pounds.

In the next place, T muft defire you #o reprefent, that
there are Jeveral of my [friends yet z’z'*ving, avbaem I defign,
Gop willing, to outlive, in confideration of. legacies 5 out
of ahich it is a doGrine in the reformed church, that not

D 2 a j?-zrrbing
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a farthing fball be. allowed to fave their fouls awho gave

then.

There is one ® ¥ * * avby avill dye avithin thefe. few
months, avith % * * ¥ * F ¥ opp Mr. JErvas, wbho bath
grievoufly offended in making the likenels of almoff -all
things in hbeaven above and earth below. And one Mr.
Gay, an unbappy youth, awho awrites paflorals during the
time of divine ferwice, «whofe cafe is the more deplorable, as
be hath miferably lavifbed away all that filver be fhould
have referved for bis foul's health, in buttons and loops for
bis_coat.

I can't pretend to have thefe people boneftly faved wunder
fome bandred pounds, «whether you confider the difficulty of
Sfuch a work, or the extreme love ~and tendernefs I bear
them, awhich will infallibly make me puflo this charity as
far as Tam able.  There is but one more awhof¢ falv ation I
infift upon, and then I have done : but indeed it may prove
of fo much greater charge than all the veft, that I will only
lay the cafe before you and the miniftry, and leave to their
prudence and generofity, what fum they fball think fit to
beflow upon it.

The perfon I mean, is Dr, SWIFT ; a dignified clergy-
nan, but one, awho, by his own confeffion, has compofed
wore libels than fermons. If it be true, awbat I hawve heard
ofter affirmed by innocent people, That tos much it is dan-
gerous _to falvation, this unfaortusate gentleman muft cer-

tainly be damned to all eternity. But, I hope his long ex-

perience in the aworld, and frequent converfation avith great
men, will caufe bim (as it bas fome others) to hawve lefs
and lefs wwit every day, Beit as it avill, T fbould not

think
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think my own foul deferved to be favved, if I did not endea-
vour to fave his 5 for I have all the obligations in nature
to bim. He has brought me into better company than I
cared for, made me merrier ahen I awas Sfick than I had a
mind to be, and put me upon making poems on purpefe, that
be might alter them €3¢,

Lonce thought I could never hawe difcharged my debt to
his kindnefs, but bawve lately been informed, to my unfpeak-
able comfort, that I have more than paid it all. - For,
Mows1eur DE MoNTAGNE bas affured me,  that the
“ perfon awho receives a benefit obliges the giver I for
Since the chicf endeazvour of one friend is to da good to the
ather, he aho adminiflers both the matter and occafion, is
the man who is Liberal, At this rate it is ampoffible Dr.
SWIFT fbould be ever out of my debt, as matters fland al-
ready : and, for the future, he may expels daily more ob-

L gations ﬁ ‘072

bis moft faithful, affeltionate
bumble fervant

A. Porx,

I have finifbed the Rape of the Lock, but I believe T
may flay bere till Chriftmas, avithout bindrance of bufinefs,

In the beginning of the year 1714, SWIFT returned
to England, He found his great friends, who fat in
the feat of power, much difunited among themfelves.
He faw the Queen declining in'her health, and dif-
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treffed in her fituation : while fa&tion was exerting it-
{elf, and gathering new ftrength every day. The part
which he had to a& upon this occafion, was not {o
difficult, as it was difagreeable. He exerted the utmoft
of his {kill to reunite the minifters, and to cement the
apertures of the ftate. I could defcend into very mi-
nute particulars, were I to teli you what I have heard
him fay upon this occafion : but, my deareft- Ham, Jet
me fpeak to you with my ufual fincerity. We "are at
prefent too near that zra, and have had too many un-
expefted confequences from it, either to judge impar-
tially, or to write undauntedly, of thofe tempeftuous
times. Be contented if I tell you, that as foon as
Swirr found his pains fruitlefs, his arguments unavail-
ino, and his endeavours, like the ftone of Sisyruus,

rolling back - upon -himfelf, he retired to a friend’s
houfe in Berk/bire, where he remained till the Queen
died. So fatal a cataftrophe put a final period to all
his views in FEungland, and made him return, as faft as
poflible, %6 his deanery in Jre/and, loaded with thofe
agonizing paflions, grief and difcontent.. I am forry to

<

leave him in fo uneafy a fituation, but l muft haften tQ

{ubfcribe myfelf,
Your affeétionate Father,

Q@ RRERY,
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E are now, dear Ham1vrox, nolengertobehold
W Dr. Swirr of any importance in England : his
hopes there are cruthed for ever: his minifterial friends
are degraded, banithed, or imprifoned.  Indecent rage,
fanguinary zml and ill-temper’d loyalty revelled at
large throughout the three kingdoms, efpecially in Jre-
land, where “duels ' were fought almoft every week,
and where the peft 'was o univerfal, that the ladies
were as violent as the gentlemen.  Even children at
fchool quarrelled for Kings, inftead of fighting for ape
ples.

As Swirr was known to have been attached to the
Queen’s 1& miniftry, to have written againft the
Whigs, and ““ # bave oiled many @ [fpring awhich Har-
LEY mowed,” he met with frequent indignities from
the pomuau, and indeed was equally abufed by perfons
of all ranks and denominations. Such a treatment
foured his temper, confined his acquaintance, and - ad-
ded bitternefs to his ftyle: and, fince the future part of
hislife and vuxtmr-a s to differ, in all circumftances, fo
widely from the I:{Lﬂ, fince his ftudies and companions,
his politics rmd his cuftoms, are now to be altered and
exchanged for new habits, new friends, new ambition,

D 4 and
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and a new world, fuffer me, my Ham, to take a gene-
ral review of him as an author.

If we confider his profe works, we fhall find acer-
tain mafterly concifenefs in their ftyle, that has mever
been equalled by any other writer. 'Thetruth of this
affertion will more evidently appear, by comparing
him with fome of the authors of his own time. Of
thefe Dr. Tirrorson, and Mr. Appison, are to be
numbeted among the moft eminent. Appisoxn has all
thie powers that can captivate and improve :  his dition
is eafy, his periods are well turned, his expreflions are
flowing, and his humour is delicate. TirLrorson 18
nervous, grave, majeftic, and perfpicuous. We muft
join both thefe charatters together to form a true idea
of Dr. Swirr ¢ yet as he outdoes Appison in humour,
he excels Tirrorson in perfpicuity. The- Archbifhop
indeed confined himfelf to {fubjeéts relative to his pro-
fofion :  but Appisoxn and Swirt are more diffufive
writers, They continually vary in their manner; and

treat different topics in a different ftyle. 'When the
writings of Appisox terminate in party, he lofes him-
felf extremely, and from a delicate, and juft'comedian,
deviates into - one of the loweft kind ®. ~ Not{o:Dr.
Swirr; he appears like a mafterly gpladiator. He
wields the fword of party with eafe, juftnefs and dex-
ertains the ignorant and the
]

attention from the learned

terity ; and while he ent
vulgar, he draws an equa
and the great. When he is ferious, his gravity be-

comes him. - When he laughs, his readers muft laugh

See the papers ir.t?tlt’d t‘l'i{.‘ .E"':'{-_‘{.‘hf:r]nh‘.t'.
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with him. - But, what fhall be {aid for his love of tii-
fles, and his want of delicacy and decorum ? Errors,
that if he did not contrat, at leaft he encreafed in Zre-
land. They are without a parallel. I hope they will
ever remain fo. The firft of them, arofe meerly from
his love of flattery, with which he was daily fed in
that kingdom : the fecond, proceeded from the mifan-
thropy of his difpofition, which induced him peevithly
to debafe mankind, and even to ridicule human nature
itfelf.  Politics were his favourite topic, as they gave

: him an opportunity of gratifying his ambition, and
thirft of power: yet even in this road, he has feldom
continued long in one particular path. He has written
mifcellaneoufly, and has chofen rather to appear a wan-
dering comet, than a fixed ftar. - Had he ap;lied the
faculties of his mind to one great, and ufeful work, he
muft have fhined more glorioufly, and might have en-
lightened a whole planetary fyftem in the political
world.

The poetical performances of Dr. SwirT ought to
be confidered as occafional poems written either to
pleafe, or vex fome particular perfons. We muft not
fuppofe them defigned for pofterity : if he had cultivat-
ed his genius in that way, he muft certainly have ex
celled, efpecially in fatyr. We fee fine fketches, in {c-
veral of his pieces : but he feems more defirous to in-

form, and firengthen his mind, than to indulge the

luxuriancy of his imagination. He choofes to difcover,

and corret errors in the works of others, rather than
ta illuftrate, and add beauties to his own. Like a

fkilful artift, he is fond of probing wounds to their
depth,
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depth, and of enlarging them to open view. He pre=
fers cauftics, which 'erode proud flefh, to fofter balfa-
mics, which give more immediate eafe. He 'aims to
be feverely ufeful, rather than politely engaging:
and as he was either not formed, or would not take
pains to excel in poetry, he became, in fome meafure,
fuperior to it ; and affumed more the air and manners
of a critic, than of a poet. Had he lived in the fame
age with Horace he would have approached nearer to
him,  than any other poet: and if we may make an
allowance for the different courfe of ftudy, and diffe-
rent form of government, to which each of thefe areat
men were fubjet, we may obferve, in feveral inftinces,
a ftrong refemblance between them. Both poets are
equally diftingnifhed for wit and humour. Each dif-
plays a peculiar felicity in diftion : but of the two, Ho-
racE is the more elegant and delicate: while he con-
demns, he pleafes. Swirr takes pleafure in giving
pain : The diffimilitude of their tempers might be ‘ow-
ing to the different turns in their fortune, SwirT eat-
ly formed large views of ambition, and was difappoint-
ed. Horace, from an exiled low ftate, rofe into aflu-
ence, and enjoyed the favour and friendfhip of Aw-
custys. Fach poet was the delight of the principal
perfons of his age. Cum magnis wixiffe was mot more
applicable to Horace, than to Swirr. They both
were temperate: both were frugal ; and both were of
the fame Epicurean tafte. Horace had his L¥pra,
Swirt had his Vanessa. Horace had his Meecmnas,

and
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and -his Acrippa. SwiFr had his Oxrorp, and his
Bovrinceroke. Horace had his Virelr, SwirT had
his PorE.

After the great names, which I have juf’c now men-
tioned, it is matter of aftonifhment to find the fame
perfon, who had enjoyed the higheft, and the beft con-
verfation, eqmlly delighted w1th the loweft and the
worft: and yet it is certain, from Swirr's {ettlement
in Dze&!m as Dean of St. Patrick’s, his choice of com-
panions in gener al fhewed him of a very depraved
tafte.

From the year feventeen hundred and fourteen, till
he appeared in the year twenty, achampion for freland
againft Woon’s halfpence, his {pirit of politics, and of
patriotifm, was kept almoft clofely confined within his
own breaft. Idlenefs and trifles engroffed too many of
his hours : fools and {ycophants too much of his con-
verfation. - However, let me obferve to you, that the
treatment which he received, after the death of Queen
ANy, was almoit a fufficient reafon to juftify a contempt,
if not an abhorrence of the human race. He had brave-
ly withftood all hoftile indignities, during the life time
of that Princefs; but when the whole army of his
friends were not only routed, but -taken prifoners, he
dropt his fword, and retired into his fortification at
Dublin, from whence he {feldom ftirred beyond the limits
of his own garden, unlefs in great indulgence to fome
particular favourites,

His attendance upon the publice fervice of the church was
regular and uninterrupted : and indeed regularity was
peculiar
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peculiar to him in all his aions, evenin the greateft
trifles, His hours of walking, and reading, never va-
ried: His motions were guided by his watch, which was
fo conftantly held in his hand, or placed before him up-
on his table, that he feldom deviated many minutes, in
the daily revolution of his exercifes and employments.
His works, from the year 1714, to'the year 1720,
are few in number, and of f{mall importance. Poems
to STELLA, and trifles to Dr. Suerrpax, fill up a
great part of that period.

In the year 1720, he began to re-aflume, in fome
degree, the charafter of a political writer. A {mall
vamphlet 7z defence of the Irifb manufafures, was, 1
believe, his firft eflay (in Freland) in that kind of writ-
ing: and to that pamphlet, he owed the turn of the
popular tide in his favour®. His {ayings of wit and
humour had been handed about, and repeated from
time to time among the people. They had the effe&
of an artful preface, and had pre-engaged all readers in
his favour. They were adapted to the underftanding,
and pleafed the imagination of the vulgar: and he was
now looked upon in a new light, and diftingnifhed by
the title of THE DE AN.

The flux and reflux of popular love and hatred are
equally violent. They are often owing to-accidents,
but fometimes to the return of reafon, which, unaflifted
by education, may not be able to guide the lower clafs

2 See Letter 16th.
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of people, into the right traét at the beginning, but will

be fufficient to keep them in it, when experience has

pointed out the road. 'The pamphlet, propofing the
univerfal ufe of 7ri/p manufaCtures awithin the kingdont,

had captivated all hearts. Some Zittle pieces of poetry to

the [ame purpofe, were no lefs acceptable and engaging.

The attachment which the Dean bore to the true in-

tereft of Jreland, was no longer doubted. His patriot-

; ifm was as manifeft as his wit, He was looked upon
with pleafure and refpe&t, as he pafled through the
{treets : and he had attained {o high a degree of popu-
larity, as to become an arbitrator in the difputes of
property among his neighbours : nor did any man dare
to appeal from his opinion, or to murmur at his decrees.
But the popular affeétion, which the Dean had hither-
to acquired, may be f{aid not to have been univerfal, till
the publication of the Draprier’s Jeffers, which made
all ranks, and all profeffions unanimous in his applaufe.
'The occafion of thofe letters was a {carcity of copper
coin in. freland, to fo great a degree, that for {ome
time paft the chief manufaturers throughout the king-
dom, were obliged to pay their woikmen in pieces of
tin, or in other tokens of fuppofititious value. Such a
method was very difadvantageous to the lower paits of
traffic, and was in general an impediment to the com-
merce of the ftate. To remedy this evil, the late King
granted a patent to WiLnram Woop, to coin, during
the term of fourteen years, farthings and halfpence in
England for the ufe of lreland, to the valne of a ce:
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fum fpecified. Thefe halfpence and farthings were to
be received by thofe perfons, who would voluntarily ac-
cept them. But the patent was thought to be of fuch:
dangerous confequence to the public, and of {uch exor-
bitant advantage to the patentee, that the Drax, under
the charalter of M. B. Drari1er, wrote a letter to the
people, warning them not to accept Woon’s halfpence
and farthings as carrent coin. This firft letter was fuc-
ceeded by feveral others to the fame purpofe, all which
are inferted in his works. '

At the found of the Drarrer’s trumpet, a fpirit
arofe among the people, that, in the eaftern phrafe,
was like unto a tempeft in the day of the abhirlwind, Eve-
ry perfon of every rank, party, and denomination,
was convinced, that the admiffion of Woon’s copper
muft prove fatal to the commonwealth. The Papifi,
the Fanatic, the Tory, the Whig, all lifted themfelves
voluntecers under the banner of M. B. DrariEr, and were
all equally zealous to ferve the common caunfe.  Much
heat, and many fiery fpeeches againit the adminiftra-
tion, were the confequence of this union: nor had the
flames been allayed, notwithftanding threats and pro-
clamations, had not the coin been totally fupprefled,
and had not Woop withdrawn his patent.

This is the moft fuccinét account that can be given of

an affair, which alarmed the whole Iri/%4 nation fto
a- degree that in a lefs loyal kingdom muft have
fomented a rebellion: but the ftedfaft loyalty of the
Irifb, and their true devotion to the prefent royal
family is immoveable : “and although this unfortunate na-

tion
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; tion may not hitherto have found many diftinguithing
marks of favour and indulgence from the throne, yet it
is to be hoped, in time they may meet with their re-
ward.

The name of Aucustus was not beffowed pon
Ocravivs Casar with moré univerfal approbation,
than the name of Tue Drarier was beftowed upon
Tue Dean. He had no {ooner affumed his new cogno-
wmen, than he became the idol of the people of Frelund
to a degree of devotion, that in the moit fuperftitious
country fcarce any idol ever obtained. Libations to his
health, or, in plain englith, bumpers were poured forth
to the DrariEr as Jarge and as fieguent as to the Llorious
and immortal memory of K. Wirviam be third, - FHis
effigies was painted in every ftreet in Dublin. Accla-
mations and vows for his profperity attended his foot-
fteps wherever he pafled. He was confulted in all points
relating to domeftic policy in general, and to the trade
of freland in payticular: but he was more immediately
looked upon as the legiflator of the weavers, who fre-
quently came in a body, confifting: of fifty or fixty
chieftains of their trade, to receive his advice, in fet-
tling the rates of their manufatures, and the wages of
their journeymen. He received their addrefles with
lefs majefty than fternnefs, and ranging his {ubje@s in a
crcleround his parlour, fpoke as copioufly, and withas
hittle difficulty and hefitation, to the feveral points in
which they fupplicated his afiftance, as if trade had
been the only ftudy and employment of his life, When
eleCtions were depending for the city of Dublin, many

corporations
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corporations refufed to declare themfelves, till they
had confulted his fentiments and inclinations, which
were pun&ually followed with equal chearfulnefs and
fubmiflion. ~ In this ftate of power, and popular love
and admiration, he remained till he loft his fenfes : a
Iofs which he feemed to forefee, and prophetically la-
mented to many of his friends®.

I have now conduéted the Dean through the moft in-
terefting circumftances of his life, to the fatal period
wherein he was utterly deprived of reafon. If your
curiofity leads you to enquire into the particulars of
that misfortune, it muft be the fubje& of fome future |
letter : for, at prefent, I think it is time to indulge mya-
{elf in affuring you, that I am with an inexpreflible
warmth of heart, my dear HamILTON,

Your moft affeltionate Father,

ORRERY !

2 See Letter XXI.
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LET rYp i

My dear Hamirtox,

OU feem not only defirous, but impatient, thae
Y I fhould pafs critically thorough all the works
of my friend Swirr. Your requeft is unreafonable if
you imagine, that I muft fay fomething upon every in-
dividual performance. There are many pieces that I
defpife, others that I loath, and others that delight and
improve me again. Thefe laft fhall be difeafled parti-
cularly, 'The former are not worthy of your notice.
‘They are of no farther ufe than to fhew us, in general,
the errors of human nature ; and to convince us, that
neither the height of wit, nor genius, can bring a man
to fuch a degree of perfedtion, as vanity would often
prompt him to believe,

In a difquifition of the fort which you require, I
thall avoid as much as poflible any annotations upon
that kind of fatyr, in which the Dean indulged himfelf
againft particular perfons : moft of whom it is proba-

E ble
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ble provoked his rage by their own mifconduét, and
confequently owed to their own rafhnefs the = wounds
which they received from his pen : but I have no de=
Jight in thofe kind of writings, except for the fake ‘of
the wit, which, either in general, or in particular fa.
tyr, is equally to be admired. The edge of wit will al-
ways remain keen, and its blade will be brightand fhaning,
when the flone, upon which it has been whetted, is
worn ott, ‘or thrown afide and forgotten. Perfonal fatyr
againft evil:magiftrates, corrupt minifters, and thofe
giants of power, who gorge themfelves with the en-
trails of  their country, is different from that perfonal
fatyr, which too often proceeds merely from felf-loves
orill-nature : the one, is written in defence of the pub-
lic, the other, in defence of ourfelves.  The ong, i
armed by the fword of juftice, and encouraged not-only:
by the voice of the people, but by the principles: of
morality : the other, is dictated by paffion, fupported
by pride, and applauded by fattery. At the fame
time that I fay this, I think every man of wit has a
right to laugh at fools, who give offence, or at cox-'
combs, who are public nufances, Swirr indeed has
left no_ weapon of farcafm untried, no branch of fatyr
ancultivated :  but while he has maintained a perpetual
war againft the mighty men in power, he has remained
invulnerable, if not victorious.

Upon a review of the Dean’s writings, it cannot be
fufficiently lamented, that there is no juft, or perfedt

edition of his works. Faurknex’s edition, at leaft the
= four




AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 5t
four firfk volumes of it (for there are now eight) were
poblifhed, by the permiffion and connivance, if not by
the: particular appointmént .of thé’ Dean himfelf. ' Rut
the feveral pieces are thrown | together without ‘any or-
der or regularity whatever . fo that like ‘the ancient
chaos which contained an immenfe colleétion of various
treafures, they remain in théir ftate of confifion: rudis
indigeflague males : and yet the incoherency of “fitnation
is perhaps one of the moft excufable faults in the cola:
leétion : - for the materials are of fo differént, and fo
Jcongruous a nature, that it {eems as if ‘the author,
(who was in reality the editor,) imagined - the public
under an abfolute neceflity of accépting the bafeft coin
from the fame hand, that had. exhibited the pureft:
Surely. theidle amufements of a man’s private and dos:
meftic life; are noé to be fent forth as fufficient enter<
tainments for the witty or the :learned, Pofthumoys:
works: indeed are often. worthle(s and improper, from:
the ill judged zeal of ignorant executors, or imprudent
friends : ‘but, a living-author remains without excufe,

who- cither wilfully, or wantonly impofes upon the
woild, | , ' :
gLhe Englifh edition of Swirr’s works I have fcarce
feenyoand I have  had little inclination to examine it,
becaule: I was acquainted with the Dean, at the time
when Favnkner’s edition came out, and  therefore

muft always look upon that copy as moft authentic 3
well knowing that Mr. Favikner had the advantage:
of printing his edition, by the confent and approbation:

E: of
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of the aithor himfelf. The four firfk volumes: were
publifhed by fubfcription, and every fhect of them was
brought to thé Dean for his revifal and correftion. The
two next were publifhed in the fame manner. The
feventh volume was printed from a number of fur-
reptitious letters publifhed in England : and the eighth
volume did not come out till after the Dean’s death,
In the publication of the fix fitft volumes, the fituation
and arrangement of each particular piece, in verfe and
profe, was left entirely to the editor. In that point,
the Dean either could not, or would not give him the
leaft aflitance. The dates were often guefled at, and
every fcrap was thruft into the parcel that might aug-
ment the colle@ion.  Such a condu& has been pro-
duttive of a confufion that offends the eye, and mif-
leads the underftanding. We have lefs pleafure in look-
ing at a palace built at different times, and put toge-
ther by ignorant workmen, than in viewing a plain re-
gular building compofed by a mafterly hand in all the
beauty of fymmetry and order. The materials of the
former may be more valuable, but the fimplicity of the
latter is more acceptable. For health and exercife who
would not chufe rather to walk upon a platform thanin
a labyrinth ? or, who does not wifh to fee an edition of
Swirr’s works becoming the genius, and dignity of
the author ? When fuch an edition is undertaken, 1
fhould hope that all the minntiz of his idle hours might
be entirely excluded : or at leaft placed, like ouf
buildings, at a diftance from the chief edifices of
ftate.

SwWiFT
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Swirr was naturally fond of feeing his works in
print, and he was encouraged in this fondnefs by his
friend Dr, Sueripan, who had the cacoethes feribend:
to the greateft degree, and was continually letting off
fquibs, rockets, and all forts of little fireworks from the
prefs, by which means he offended many particular
perfons, who, although they ftood in awe of Swirr,
held Sueripan at defiance.  'The truth is, the poor
Do&or, by nature the moft peaceable, inoffenfive man
alive, wasin a continual ftate of warfare with the mi-
nor Poets, and they revenged themfelves, or, in the
ftyle of Mr. Bavs, often gave him faf for flaf, and
Jinged bis feathers.  'The affe@tion between THEsEUS and
PEr1THOUS was not greater than the affe@tion between
SwirT and SHERIDAN: but the friendfhip that cement-
ed the two ancient heroes probably commenced upon
motives very different from thofe which united the two
modern divines.  As in.a former letter, I drew a pic-
ture of Swirr’s wife ®, let me here give yon fome
fketches of Swirt’s friend.

Dr. Sueripan was a {choolmafter, and, in many in-
ftances, perfe&tly well adapted for that ftation. He
was deeply verfed inthe Greek and Roman langnages;
and in their cuftoms and antiquities, He had that kind
of good-nature, which abfence of mind, indolence of
body, and carelefnefs of fortune produce ; and although

3 Letter II. page 14.

£3 not
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not over ftrict in his own condut, yet he took care f
the morality of his {cholars, whom he fent to the Uni-
verfity remarkably well founded in all claffical learn-
ing, and not ill inftruéted in the focial duties of life.
He was flovenly, indigent, and chearful. He knew

books much better than men : and he knew the value
of money leaft of all.  In this fitnation, and with this
difpofition, SwisT faftened upon him, as upon 2 prey
with which he intended to regale himfelf, whenever
his appetite fhould prompt him. SHERIDAN therefore
was kept conftantly within his reach : and the only
time he was permitted to go beyond the limits of his
chain, was to take poffeflion of a living 1n the county
of Corke, which had been beftowed upon iim by the
then Lord Lieutenant of freland, the prefent Tarl. of
Granville.  SHER1DAN, in one fatal moment, or by oneé
fatal text, effected his own ruin.  You will find the
ftory told by Swrrr himfelf, in the fourth volume of
his works®: fo that here I need only tell you, that this
31l ftarred, good-natured, improvident man returned to
Dubliz, unhinged from all favour at court, and even
banithed from the caftle. But fiill he remained a pun-
fter, a quibbler, a fiddler, and a wit. Not a day paffed
without a rebus, an anagram, or a madrigal, His pen
and his fiddle-flick were in continual motion ; and yet

» Page 289. In a pamphlet entitled, A Vindication of his
B xcellency Jouw Lord CarTERET from the charge of fa-
vouring none but Tories, High Churchmen, and Jacobites.

¥\
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to little or no purpofe, if we may give credit to the
following verfes, which fhall ferve as the conclufion of
his poetical charalter,

With mufic and poetry equally blefs'd,
A bard thus Aporro moft humbly addrefs'd,
Great author of poetry, mufic, and light,
Inftra&ted by thee I both fiddle and write :
Yet unheeded I fcrape, or I {cribble all day,
My tunes are negletted, my verfe flung away.
Thy fubftitute here VicE-AP(}LL() ¢ difdains,
To vouch for my numbers, or 1ift tomy ftrains,
Thy manual fign he refufes to put
To the airs I produce from the pen, or the gut.
Be thou then propitious, great PHorpus, and grant
Relief ; or reward to my merit, or want.
Tho’ the Deay and Derany ¢ tranfcendently fhine,
O! brighten one folo, or fonnet of mine.
Make one work immortal ; *tis all T requeft ;
Arorro look’d pleas’d, and refolving to jeft,
Replied, honeft friend, I've confider'd your cafe,
Nor diflike your unmeaning and innocent face.
Your petition I grant, the boen is not great,
Your works fhall continue, and here’s the receipt,
On® Roundos hereafter your fiddle-ftrings {pend,
Write verfes in circles, they never fhall end.

¢ Dr.Swirr, ¢ Now Dean of Doz,
¢ A fong, ar peculiarkind of poetry, which returns to
the beginning of the firft verfe, and fo continues in a per-
petual rotation.,

Eyq In
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In the.courfe of my correfpondence, my dear Ham,
you. may poflibly obferve fome {feeming* contradictions,
as I am purfuing the Dean through the .mazy turnings
of his charafter.  But, they will eafily be reconciled,
when you confider, that, of all mankind, SwiFr per-
haps had the greateft contrafts in his temper. He often
put me in mind of that wild opinion, which PLurarcs
fays was entertained by the fages of old, ¢ That we
“. are fubjet to the influence of two . principles, or
* deities, who are in conftant oppofitionto each other:
the one direfting us to the right hand, and through
“ the right road, the -other driving us aftray, and op-
pofing us from purfuing the track pointed out by his

tre

L 1

(11

¢ adverfary.” 'The Manichean herefy, wyou know,

has been built upon this hypothefis: .and it is not.im-
poflible (as the dofirine idelf was propagated before
the time of Maxgs) that fome antient {peculative phi-
lofophier may have invented fuch a kind of mythology,
merely to folve the various - contradiétions which he
found fluétuating within his own breaft,

You will pofiibly -expe& from me a colleftion of
apophthegms, which the Dean may have uttered upon
various occafions.  But, the witty records of table-talk
in my mind {feem too minute and over curious; at Jeaft
I muft with to treat with you upon fubjeéts of mere im-
portance. I mean-fuch fubjets as ‘will teach you
to follow fome moral virtue, or to fhun fome moral
evil,

Forgive me too, if I am now and then guilty of re-
petitions.. In réviewing the fame perfon - fo  often; the
fame
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e
{ame thoughts, if not the fame  exprefiions will inevi-
tably occur. But, excules for thefe kind of errors,
are, 'T hope, unneceflary. Candour and truth are the
chief points that T have had in-wiew, knowing them to
be coincident with your own manner.of thinking.

You are now fufficiently prepared for that particular
edition ‘of Swirr’s -works, which Lintend to pur{ue:
and I ifhall undertake - the performance with great plea-
{urewand alacrity, ‘becaufe I flatteranyfelf it may .be ac-
ceptable to you, 1as it comes from

syourmofl .affeFivieate Fatier,

O RRERY,
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Was very glad to .be .interrupted, by your unex-
petted vifit. The fight of jyou, and the happinels
which. I conftantly receive in your company, are recol-
leCted by me.in your abfence, .with: fuch a-kiad of in-
expreflible pleafure, as :the warmeft affeion .and. the
rueft tendernefs infpire : and as I am-always eameft to
: 3 comply
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comply with your requefts, I take the earlieft oppor-
tunity of going on with a plan, that hitherto has re-
ceived the encouragement of your filial partiality.

The firlt volume of Faurkner’s edition confifts of
various trafts jumbled together, without any regulanty
or order. The firt treatife in this volume is intitled,
A difeonrfe of the contefts and diffentions between the nobles
and commons in . ATHENS and Reme. It was written in
the year 1701, towards the latter end of King WiL-
L1AM’s reign, and at a time, when that Prince was made
extremely uneafy, by the violence with which {ome of
his minifters, and chief favourites were purfued. How-
ever bright the crown'of Ezngland might have glittered
in the eyes of the Prince of Orange, he found it, when
placed npon his head, a crown of thorns. The longer
he wore the diadem, the bandelet ftill became more
tight and irkfome. Complaicts, and enquiries arofe in
the fenate. Feuds, and unchriftian animofities, in
the convocation. Nor._had foreign affairs a more pro-
pitious afpe€t. Lewis the fourteenth was making large
ftrides towards univer{al monarchy. Plots were carry-
ing on at St. GErmaIn’s. 'The Dutch had acknowledg-
ed the Duke of Awjou as King of Spamn : and EvrorE
in general {fcemed pregnant of fire, and ready to burft
into flames. Thus began the year 1701. King Wir-

r1aMm in hopes to difpel this fulphureous body of clouds,
which feemed to threaten fome future thunder of extra-
ordinary violence, had made feveral changes in his mi-
niftry, and had removed fome of his faithfulleft fervants
from places of the higheft troft and dignity. The al-

teration
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teration proved of littfe or no effect.  The animofity of
the houfe of commons could not be appeafed. They
looked uypon the deprivation of lucrative employments;
as an in{ufficient punifhment for high crimes and mil-
demeanours : and they began firft by impeaching the
Farl of PorTranp?; and then proceeded to the im-
peachments of Lord SOMERS b, the Earl of Orrorp S,
and the Earl of Harrirax %

~ Thefe were all oreat men; and the three laft were

of remarkable abilities and experience. Lord Somers
was the general patron of the /iterati, and the particular
friend of Dr. Swarr. The Earl of Orrorp had been
confidered in 2 manner as lord high admiral ; the whole
affairs of the navy having been committed to his'charge.
Lord Harrirax had a fine genius for poetry, and had
employed his more youthful part of life in that {cience.
He was diftinguithed by the name of Mouse MouNTa-
6wE, having ridiculed, jointly with MaT Prior, Mr:
Drypen’s famous poem of the Hind and Panther.
The parody is drawn from Horace’s fable of the City
Moufe and Country Moufe, and begins,

aWirriam Bentrnck, Earl of PorTraxDp, Groom
of the ftole. :

bJoun SomEers, Baron Somers of Ewefbam. Firlt,
Lord Keeper : afterwards, Lord High Chancellor.

¢Epwarp Russer, Earl of Orrorp. Treafurer of
the Navy, and one of the Lords Commiffioners of the
Admiralty.

d Cuarres Mountacus, Earl of Harrirax. Ap-
pointed one of the Commiffioners of the Treafury; and
afterwards made Chancellor of the Exchequer.

e e A milk
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A milk avbite moufe, immortal and anchane'd,
14

Fedon [oft checfe, and o’er the duiry rang d.

But afterwards, upon Mr. MouxTacguE's promotion
to the chancellorfhip ‘of the Exchequer, Prior, with a
good humoured indignation at feeing his friend pre-
ferred, and himfelf negletted, concludes an epiftle writ-
ten in the year 1698, to FLezrwoop SxepHErD, Elg;
with thefe three lines,

My friend Craarvnes MouNTAGUER™s prefed,
Nor wvou'd I have it long obfer<’d,

r - el - Tk SeEgie : - i L
That one Moufe cats, avhile £other's Jlarv d.

You will find the charaders of the four impeached
Tords defcribed under Athenian names. Procion is the
Earl of Porrtrawp. Aristipes is Lord SoMEers.
TremisTocLes is the Earl of Orrorb, PERICLESIS
the-Earl of Harnirax. In parallels of this fort, itis
impoflible that every circumftance fhould tally with the
utmoft exaltnefs : but the whole treatife is full of hiito-
rical ‘knowledge, and excellent refleGtions. ' It is' not
mrixed with any improper fallies of wit, or any light
airs ‘of humour: and in point of ftyle and learning, 1s
equal, if not {uperior, to any of his political works.

Subfequent to the difcourfe concerning Athens and Rouit,
is & paper written in the year 1703, in derifion of the
ftyle and manner of Mr. RoperT BoyrLE. To what a
height mult the fpirit ‘of farcafm arife in an author,

who




AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFTE. 6¢
who could prevail upon himfelf to ridicule fo good a
man as Mr. Boyre?: The {word of wit, liké the
{cythe of time, cuts down friend and foe, and attacks
every obje&t that accidentally lies in its way. But,
fharp and irrefiftible as the edge of it may be, Mr.
Boyre will always remain invualnerable.

The fentiments of a church-of-England-many. avith refpelE
to religion and government, Was written in thi€ year r708.
It is adapted to that particular period. The ftyle of the
whole pamphlet is nervous, and, except in {ome few
places, impartial. The ftate of . Holland is fo juitly,
and, at the fame time, fo concifely delineated, that I
cannot help tranferibing it. Speaking of ‘the Darch,
the author fays,  They are a commonavealth founded on ¢
“ fudden, by a defperate attempt on & defpérate condition,
“ ot formed or digefled into a regular [fiftem by mature
“ thought and veafon, but huddled up under the preffure of
¢ Judden exigencies; calculated for no long duration, and
“ litherta fubfifting by accident in the midft of contending
€ powers, awho cannot yet agreé about fharing it amongft
“ them.” ‘This tra&t is very well worth your réading
and attention: and it confirms an eobfervation which
will perpetually occur, that SwirT excels in whateves
ftyle or manner he afflumes. When he isin earneft, his
firength of reafon carries with it convi@ion. When in
jeft, every competitor in the race of Wit is 1éft behind
him,

The argument againft abolifbing Chriffianityis carried on
with the higheft wit and hufour. Graver divites
threaten the irredders with future punifhments: S¥rrr

ST Fiallem
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artfully exhibits a piGture of prefent fhame. He judged
rightly inimagining that a {mall treatife, written with
{pirit:of ‘mirth and freedom, muft be more eflicacious;
than long fermons, or laborious leffons of ‘morality.
He endeavours to laugh us into religion ; well knowing,
that we are often laughed out of it. - As you have not
read the pamphlet, excufe a quotation, to whichumay,
be prefixed the old proverbex pede Herculent. - 5 Tavould
. fain know (fays the. Dean) how it can be pretendeds
s that the churches are mifapplied. . Where are more ap-
<< pointments and rendezvonfes of gallantny ? W here: mote
¢ care to appear in the foremoft box awith greater advantagt
s of drefs 2 Where more mectings for bufinefs 2 Where
¢ more bargains driven of all forts? And avhere fo many
 conweniencies or incitements ta fleep ?

"The papers which immediately follow are entirely
humorous, and relate to ParTrrpce the almanac maks
er: and although they are not only temporary,:but o
cal, yet by an art peculiar to Sw et himfelf, theyare
rendered immortal, {fo as to be read with pleafure, as
long as the Englith language fubfifts.

To thefe fucceeds A projeét for the advancement of relt=
gion, and the reformation of manners, written in the }rcar.
1709y and dedicated to the Countefls of Bergweys
"The ‘author appears in: earneft throughout the whole
treatife, ~and the dedication, or introduétion, ds ina
~ ftrain of ferious panegyric, which the Lady, to whony

it is addrefled, undoubtedly deferved. But as the pam-
phlet -is -of the {atirical kind, I am apt to imagmnesr
that my friend the Dean put a-violence upon himfelf, i
chufing

Ty
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thifing to appear candidly ferious, rather than to langh
filently under his ufual mafk of gravity. ~Read it, and
tell me your opinion: for methinks, upon thefe occa-
fions, I perceive him writing in fhackles.

The tritical ¢ffay on the faculties of the mind, will make
you {mile. _

The letter to the Earl of OXFORD for correlting, improv-
ing, and afcertaining the Englith fongue might have been
a very. ufeful performance, if it had been longer, and
lefs “eclypfed by compliments to the noble perfon to
whom it is addrefled.” It feems to have been intended
as a preface to fome more enlarged defign: at the head
of which fuch an introduction muft have appeared with
great propriety. - A work of this kind is much wanted,
as our language, inftead of being improved, is every
day growing worfe, and more debafed.. We bewilder
ourfelves  in various orthography; we fpeak, and we
write/at tandom ; and if a man’s common conver{ation
were,to be committed to paper, he would be flartled
for to find himfelf guilty in g _feav fentences, of {o many
folecifms and {fuch falfe Englifh. - I believe we are the
only people in the Chriftian world, who repeat the
Lord’s Prayer, in an ungrammatical manner: and I
remember to have heard, that when a2 motion was made
in ‘the Convocation to alter the word [which] for the
word [who] the propofition was rejefted by the majority.
This inftance may fhew you of what fort of men, the
moft learned, and even the moft reverend aflfemblies,
are fometimes compofed. But let us confider the con-
du@l. of a neighbouring nation, Hew induftrious bave

| the
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the Prénch been to improve their language ¥ and to
what a ftate of perfeftion have they brought it?
Rome, by her conquefts, ‘made her diale€t univerfal :
France, by her policy, has done the fame. By policy,
I mean the encouragement of arts and {fciences; which
will often render a nation more powerful than arms,
Nothing has contributed fo much to the purity and ex-
cellence of the French tongue, as the noble academies
eftablifhed for that purpofe: and, until fome public
work of the fame kind is undertaken in Enpland, we
cannot flatter ourfelves with any hopes of amending the
errors, or afcertaining the limits of our ftyle; I fhall
not prefume even to whifper to you, that I think a de-
fign of this fort is fufficiently momentous to attraét the
confideration of our legiflativeé powers. Their thoughts
are otherways employed, and their faculties otherways
applied: But I will venture to {ay, that if to our hof-
pitals for lunatics, an hofpital was added for the recep-
tiori, and {upport of men of {enfe and learning, itwould
be of the higheft honour to the prefent age, and of no
1éfs advantage to pofterity, I call it an hofpital, be-
edufe T fuppofe it to be erected for the benefit ‘of fuch
perfons; whofe infirm fortunes; or difeafed revenues,
may have rendered the ftrength and abilities of their
iinds weak and ufeléfs to the public: for I entirely
agree with AristoTre, where he fays, in the words of
his {choliat. Eum pretiora e magna Vix poffe exeqnr ¢t

praflare, cui facultates defunt : quoniam per amicos et civi-
lemt potentiamr <eluti per infirumenta neceffe eft pleragne tf-
Jrei. The reflexions; that arife from this theme, I

: ﬁnd;

o .
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find, are driving me beyond the bounds of a letter:
‘therefore I fhall only add, thatI heartily with you
may think an attention to your native language as ufe-
ful, and impraving a ftudy, @as can be purfued, 11t
whatever ftation of life Providence may allot you.

There are two other letters in this volume extremely
worthy of your notice. The one is, To a young gentle-
man lately entered into holy orders. 'The other 1s, 7o @
oung lady on her marriage. 'The former, ought to be
read by all the young clergymen in the three kingdoms,
and the latter, by all the new married women. But,
here again is the peculiar felicity of Swirr’s writings ;
the letters are addrefled enly to a young clérgyman and
a young lady, but they are adapted to every age and
underftanding. They contain obfervations that delight
and improve every mind; and they will be read, with
pleafure and advantage, by the oldeft, and moft exem-
plary divines, and by the moft diftinguithed; and moft

. accomplithed ladies.

The reft of the volume is filled up with fhort trads,
‘and papers of various forts : moftly humorous, and enter-
taining. You will laugh at the ftory in one of the Zx-
telligencers, of Whifk and Sawobbers: and you will with
the Tatler on thofe inferior duties of life, called Les pe-
tites Morales, hung up in every ‘{quire’s hall in England.
Lam, my deareft HamirTox,

¥Your moft affeltionate Father,
ORRERY
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ABODROPDOBGFRHCHOEIOROTHISY,
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| E. are now come, my dear HamivToxN, to the
W fecond volume of Swirr’s works. Itis filled
with poetry : but the poems in general are fhort and
fatirical. The poem of the greateft length, and, I be-
lieve, the longeft ever compofed by Dr. SwiFt, is of
a very extraordinary nature, and upon a very extra-
ordinary {ubje@. Itiscalled Capenus and VANESSA.
As a poem, it is excellent in its kind, perfettly cor-
rect, and admirably conduted. Swirr, who had the
nicelt ear, is remarkably chafte and delicate in his
rhymes. A bad rhyme appeared to him one of the ca-
pital fins in poetry ; and yet it is a fin into which fome
of our greateft poets have fallen. ~DrYDEN frequently:
Pore fometimes. The former, was embarraffed with
a wife.and family, and was often under fuch necefli-
tous circumftances as to be obliged to publifh, or to
want fubfitence. The latter, was in a lefs confined,
and in 2 much more eafy fituation :  he was naturally
judicious, and uncommonly attentive to maintain the
dignity of his charalter. Although his body was
weak, his mind was equal to the weight of his laurel

CIOwWH ;3
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crown ; and he wore it not only with eafe, but majefty,
Take him as a poet, ave fhall not fee his like again.
But why do I keep you in fufpenfe ? you are impati-
eiit, Tdare fay, to know fome particulars of VanEssa.
Her real name was Estuer Vanmomricu ®.  She was
one of the daughters of BArTHOLOMEW VANHOMRIGH,
a Dutch merchant of 4mflerdam, who, upon the revo-
lution, went into Ireland, and was appointed, by King
WiLLiam, a commiffioner of the revenue. Her mo-
ther, whofe name I forget, was born in Ireland, of
very mean extrattion, The Dutch merchant, by par-
fimony and prudence, had colleéted a fortune of about
fixteen thoufand pounds : he bequeathed an equal divi-
fion of it to his wife and his four children, of which
two were fohs, and two were daughters. The fons,
after the death of their father, travelled abroad. The
eldeft died beyond fea, and the youngeft, furviving his
brother only a fhort time, the whole patrimony fell te
his two fifters, EstaEr drid Mary. ;

With this incréafe of wealth, and with heads and
hearts elated by affluence, and unreftrained by forefight
or difcretion, the widow Vanmomrica and her two
4 daughters quitted the illuxutious foil of their native
country, for the more elegant pleafures of the Englifk
court. During their refidence at London, they lived in
a courfe of prodigality that firetched itfelf far beyond
the limits of their income, and reduced them to great

l * The name is pronounced VaNNUMMERY,

F 2 diftrefs i
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diftrefs ; in the midft of which, the mother died, and
the two daughters. haftened in all fecrecy back to Fre-
land, beginning their journey on a Sunday, to avoid
the interruption, and importunities of a certain fierce
kind of animals called bailiffs, who are not only {worn
foes to wit and gaiety, but whofe tyranny, altheugh it
could not have reached the deified Vanessa, might have
been very fatal to Esraer VanunoMricH. Within two
years after their arrival in Jrelond, Mary the youngefk
fifter died, and the {inall remains of the (hipwreckt for-
tune centered in Vangssa,
Vanity makes terrible devaftation in a female breaft.
It batters down all reftraints of modefty, and carries
away every feed of wvirtue. Vanessa was exceflively
vain. The charater given of her by Capenus is fine
painting, but; in general, fictitious. She was fond of
drefs : impatient to be admired : very remantic in her
turn of mind : fuperior, in her own opinion, to all her
fex : full of pertnefs, gaiety, and pride : not without
fome agreeable accomplithments, but far from being
either beautiful or genteel : ambitious, at any rate, t0
be efteemed a wit ; and, with that view, always af-
feCting to keep company with wits : a great reader,
and a violent admirer of poetry v happy in the thoughts
of being reputed SwirT’s concubine : but fill aiming
and intending to be his wife. By nature haughty,
and difdainful, looking with the pity of contempt upon
her inferiors, and with the {miles of felf-ﬁpprobation
upon her equals : but upon Dr, SwirT with the eyes
. : - of
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of love. - Her love was feunded in vanity, or, to ufe a
more fathionable phrafe, izsaffe, His own lings are
the beft proof of my aflertion,

CADENUS miany things had durit;

Vanessa much effeen’d bis avit,

And call'd for bis poetic aorks ;

Mean time the boy * in fecret lurks,

And awhile the book avas in her hand,

The urchin, from bis private fland,

Took aimy, and fhot with all his firength

A dart of fuch prodigious length ;

It pierc'd the feeble volume thro’s

And deep transfix’d ber bofom too.

Some lines; more moving than the refl;

Stuck to the point that piercd ber 5}'&@? 3

And born divedtly ta ber heart,

With pains unknovon encreas’d the fmart,
VANESSA, #0t in years a feore,

Dreams of @ gown of forty four ;

Imaginary charms can find,

In eyes, awith reading, almoft blind ¢

CADENUS ntw no more appears

Declin'd in bealth, advancd in years ;
Ske fancies myfic in his tongue,

Nor further looks; but thinks him young..

- The poem itfelf is dated in the year 1713, when

SWIFT was in his meridian altitude ; favoured by the
*Curip.

F 2 courtiers 3
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courtiers; flattered, feared, and admired by the greats
eft men in the nation. .

By the verfes which I have already recited, it may
be prefumed, that the lady was firft {mitten with the
fame and chara&er of Capenus, and afterwards with his
perfon. Her firft thoughts purfued a phantom. Her
later paflion defired a fubftance. 'The manner in which
{he difcovered her inclinations, is poetically defcribed in
thefe lnes.

She own’d the wand'ring of ber thoughts,
But he muft anfwer for ber faults,

She well remember’d, to ber coft,

That all bis leflons avere not loft,

Tave maxims fbe cow'd fiill produce,

And fad experience taught their ufe :
That wirtue, pleas’d by being fooawn,
Knows nothing awhich it dare not own ;

Can make us, witheut fear, difclofe

Our inmofl fecrets ta our foes:

That common forms avere not defign’'d
Diredtors to a noble mind,

Noaw, faid the nymph, to let you fee,

My altions aith your rules agree; 4
That I can vulgar forms defpife,

And bawe no fecrets to difguife, L
I kneaw, by avbat you faid and awrit,

Hoaw dang’rous things were mey of wit ; f

-

Ton
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You caytion'd me againft their charms,

But never gave me equal arms :
Your leffons found the weakeft part,
Aim’d at the bead, andreach'd the heart.

Suppofing this account to be true, -and I own to
you, my Hawm, I can fcarce think it otherwife, it is evi-
dent, that the fair Vaxgessa had made a furprifing pro-
grefs in the philofophic dodrines, which fhe had re-
ceived from her preceptor. His rules were certainly
of a moft extraordinary kind, He taught her, thatvice,
as foon as itdefied fhame, was immediately changed in-
to virtue. ‘That vulgar forms were not binding upon
certain choice [pirits, to whom either the writings, or
the perfons of men of wit were acceptable. She heard
the leflon with attention, and imbibed the philofophy
with eagernefs. The maxims {fuited her exalted turn
of mind. She imagined that if the theory. appeared {o
charming, the practice muft be much more - delightful,
The clofe conneétion of foul and body feemed to re-
| quire, in the eye of a female philofopher, that each
fhould fucceed the other in all pleafurable enjoyments.
'The former had heen fufficiently regaled, why muft the
latter remain unfatisfied ? ¢ Nature, {aid Vanxgssa,
“ abhors a @wacuum, and nature ought always to be
“ obeyed.” She communicated thefe fentiments to
| her tutor, hut he feemed not to comprehend her mean-
| ing, nor. to canceive the diflinctio rationis that had taken
vife in his own fchool,. He anfwered her in the #os-

F 4 effential
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e ffential modes. . He talked of friendfhip, of the delights
of reafon, . of gratitade, refpec and efteem. .- He ' almoft
preached upon virtue, and he muttered fome indiftin&
phrafes conterning chaftity,

So unaccountable a .condué&t in Careyus may be
thought rather to proceed: from defeds in nature, than
from.the fcrupulous difficultics of a tender confeience:
Such a fuppofition will ftill appear more firong, if we
recolle& the diftant manner in which Swirt cohabited
with SteLLa; colder, if pofiible, after; than before, fhe
was hiswife : ‘and I now recolle&t fome of his own lines
that feem to confirm the furmife; as they contain anins
finuation againft VaAxEssa, not perhaps  {o much: ina
rended to wound her reputation, as to fave his own.

Bur aobat fuccefs VARESSA met

Is to the avorld a fecret yet.

Whethér the nymph, to pleafe ber jwaiz,
Talks in a bigh vomantic flrain,

Or avhether be at laff defcends,

Fo all avith lefs feraphic ends ;

Or. to compound the bufinefs, whether
They temper love and books together,
Muft newver to mankind be told,

Nor fball the confcious mufe unfold,

It is impoffible to read this cruel hint without - great
indignation againft the conftious mafe, efpecially as it is

the finithing firoke of a pi€ure, which was already
' drawn
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drawn in top loofea garment, and too wnguarded 2 pof-
tare. In this inftance, I am afraid the Dean muft yés
main mexcufable.

Vanessa, in fome time after the death of her fifter,
retired to Selbridge, a fmall houfe and eftate that had
been purchafed by her father, within ten or twelve
miles of Dublin. Spleen and difappointiment were the
companions of her folitude. 'The narrownefs of herin-
come, the coldnefs of her lover, the Iofs of 'her repu-
tation, all contributed to make her miferable, and to
encreafe the frenzical difpofition of her mind. ‘In this
melancholy fituation fhe remained feveral years, during
which "time Capgxus vifited her frequently. Their
particular converfation, asit paffed without witnefles,
muft for ever remain unknown : but, in general, itis
certaih, that fhe often prefled him to marry her.  His
anfwers were rather turns of wit than pofitive denials;
till at laft, being unable to-fuftain her weight of mifery
any longer, fhe writ a very tender epiftle to Capenvus,
infiting peremptorily upon as ferious an anfwer, and an
immediate acéeptance, or abfolute refufal of her, as his
wife. His reply was delivered by his own hand. He
brought it with him when he made his final vifit at S/-
bridge: and throwing down the letter upon het table,

; with great paffion haftened back to his horfe, carrying
l in his countenance the frowns of aﬁger and indigna
pion.

Dr, Swirr had 2 natural feverity of face, which
aven his {miles could fcarce foften, or his utmoft gaiety
render
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render:placid and ferene : - but when that fternnefs of
vifage was encreafed by rage; 1t 1is {carce poflible to
imagine looks, or features, that. carried in them more
terror and gufterity: Vaxessa had feen him in all tem-
pers, and from his outward appearance fhe guefled at
the inward contents of his leiter. She read it with as
much refolution-as the: prefent cruelty of her fate, and
the raging pride of her heart, would permit, She found
herfelf entirely difcarded from his friendfhip and con-
ver{fation, Her offers were treated with infolence and
difdain, She met.with reproaches inftead of .love, and
with tyranny inftead of affection, . She had long thrown
away the gentle lenitives of. virtue ; which, upon. this
oecafion, might have proved healing ingredients to {o
deep, and f{o dangerous a wound. She had preferred
wit to religion, fhe had utterly deftroyed her charadter,
and her confcience : and fhe was now fallen a prey tQ
the horror of her own thoughts. '

Tum wero infelix fatis exterrita Dido
Mortem orat » tedet ceeli convexa tueri,

She did not {urvive many days the letter delivered te
her by.Capexnus, but, during that fhort interval, fhe
was  fufficiently compofed to cancel a will made in
SwirT’s favour, and to make another, wherein fhe left
her fortune (which, by long retirement, was in fomg
meafure retrieved) to her two executors, Dr. BERKLEY,

the prefent Bifthop of Cloyze, and Mr, MarsHav, one
' of
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of the King's Serjeants at law. She had chofen Mr.
Marsiars, not only as he had an excellent charaéter,
‘but 'as hé was her relation, She had little perfonal ac-
quaintance with Dr. Berkiey : his virtues, and his
“genius, were univerfally known : yet other motives per-
haps induced her to appoint him a joint executor: in
fuch an appointment, fhe probably defigned to mortify
the pride of Dr. Swirr, by letting him {ee, that,
in her laft thoughts, fhe preferred a ftranger before
him. '

Thus perithed, at Selbridge, under all the agonies of
defpair, Mrs. EsTuEr VANHOMRIGH ; 2 miferable ex-
ample of an ill-fpent life, fantaftic wit, vifionary
{chemes, and female weaknefs.

My paper fearce:allows room for the affeClionate
name of

ORRERY,

.F_: ET"

: L e i i S B =R
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My dear HamivLTON,

Have received yours of the z4th inftant. You feem

{fo much pleafed with the commentaries relating to
Vanessa, and you have expreflfed fo much fatisfation
in my account of Sterra, that probably you wifh
SwiFT to have had as many wives and miftreffes as So-
£.oMoN, in order to furnifh me with perpetual materials
for the hiftory of a Lady. It is true, my friend the
Dean kept company with many of the fair fex, but they
were rather his amufement than his admiration. He
trifled away many hours in their converfation, he filled
many pages in their praife, and by the power of his
head, he gained the charatter of a lover, without the
leaft affiftance from his heart. 'To this particular kind
of pride, fupported by the bent of his genius, and joined
by the exceflive coldnefs of his nature, Vangessa owed
the ruin of her reputation, and from the fame caufes,
Sterra remained an unacknowledged wife. If we
confider Swirr’s behaviour, fo far only as it relates ta
women, we fhall find, that he looked upon them rather
as bufts, than as whole figures. In his panegyrical
defcriptions,
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defcriptions, he has feldom defeended lower than the
center of their hearts: or if ever he has defigned a
compleat ftatue, it has been generally caft in a dirty,
ot in a difagreecable mould : as if the ftatuary had not
conceived, or had not experienced, that juftnefs of
proportion, that delicacy of limb, and thofe pleafing,
and graceful attitudes which have conftituted the fex to
be the moft beautiful part of the creation. If you review
his feveral poems to Sterra, you will find them fuller
of affeftion than defire, and more expreflive of friend-
fhip, than of love. For example,

Thou, STELLA, avert no longer young,
When firft for thee my barp I firung ;
Without one word of CUPID’s darts,

OF killing eyes, or bleeding bearts:
With friendibip and efteem poffoft
1 ue'er admitted Love a gusft,

Moft of the poems, which are abfolutely addrefled
%0 StErLLa, or which defcribe her in a- variety of
attitudes, turn upon her age: alkind of excufe perhaps
for Swarr’s want of love.

I began one of my former letters, my dear Hamrr-
TON, by a declaration that it was impoffible for me ta
pafs a very minute comment upon the various pieces
that he has written ; and I muft renew the fame declar-
ation in regard to his poems. They are not only
mingled impropeily, in points of dates, and fubjes,
but many, very many of them, are temporary, trifling,
' ' and
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atid [ had almoft {aid puerile. Several of them aré
perfonal, and confequently fcarce amufing ; or at leaft
they leave a very fmall impreffion upon our minds.
Such indeed as are likely to draw your attention, are

exquifite, and fo peculiarly his own, that whoever has*

dared to imitate him in thefe, or in-any of his works,
has conftantly failed in the attempt. Upon a general view
of his poetry, we fhall find him, as in his other perform-
anices, ‘an uncommon, furprizing, heteroclite genius:
lirxurious-in his faney, lively in his ideas, humorous m’
his defcriptions, and bitter, exceeding bitter in his fatyr.
The reftleflnefs of his imagination, and the difappoint-
ment of his ambition, have both contributed to hinder
him from undertaking any poetical work of length or
importance. His wit was fufficient to every labour :
no flight could have wearied the ftrength of his pinions:
perhaps if the extenfive views of his nature had been
fully fatisfied, his airy motions had been more regular;
and lefs fudden. But, he now appears, like an eagle
that is fometimes chained, and at that particular time;
for want of nobler, and more proper food, diverts his.
confinement, and appeafes his hunger, by deftroying
the gnats, butterflies, and . other wretched infeéts;
that unluckily happen to buzz, or flutter within his
reach. .
While T have been reading over this volume of his
poetry, I have confidered him as an Zgyptian hiero-
alyphic, which;, though it had an unnatural, and fres
guently an indecent appearance, yet it always contamn-
ed fome fecret. marks of wifdom, and fometimes ©f

e 3 deep

- |
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deep morality. The fubjeéts of his poems are often
naufeous, and the performances beautifully difagree-
able.

The Lady's Dreffing Room has been univerfally condemn.
ed, as deficient in point. of delicacy, even to.the high-
elt degree. The beft apology that can be made in its
favour, is to fuppofe, that the author exhibited.his Ce-
LiA in the moft hideous celours he could find, left (he
might be miftaken as a goddefs, when {he was only a
mortal. - External beauty is very alluring to youth and
nexperience ; and SwiFr, by pulling off the -borrowed:
plumes of his harpy, difcovers at once a frightful bird
of prey, and by making her offenfive, renders her lefs
dangerous and inviting. Such, I hope; was his defign ;-
but let his views and motives have been ever fo benefi-
cial; his  general want of delicacy and decorum, muft
not hope even to find the fhadow of an excufe; for it is
impoffible not to- own, that he too frequently forgets
that politenefs and tendernefs of manners, which are un-
doubtedly due to human kind. From his early, and
repeated difappointments, he became a mifanthrope. If
his mind had been more eqnal and content, I am wil-
ling to believe; that he would have viewed the works
of ‘nature: with a more ‘benign afpeé. And pethaps,
under a lefs conftant rotation of anxiety, he might have
preferved his fenfes to the laft fcene of life, and might
haveenjoyed that calm exit from the ftage, for which his
friend Horace fo earneftly fupplicates AroLro,

A
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Frui paratis et walido mihi
Latoe: donesy- et precor, integra
Cum menté : nec turpem fenellam
Degere, nec cithard carentent.

I have already told you, that his pride was fo grea
as fcarce to admit any body to the leaft thare of his
friendfhip, except fuch who could amufe him, or fuch
who could do him honour. To thefe two different
clafles, we owe many of his poems. His companions
and humble followers find themfelves immortalized by
the infertion of their names in addrefies to Strria,
or in other mifcellaneous pieces written in an eafy, al-
though not in a carelefs manner. His more exalted
friends, whofe ftations and charaéters did him honour, i
are treated in a different ftyle :-and you will perceive a
real dignity, and a moft delicate kind of wit in all his
poems to Lord Oxrorp, Lord Perersoroven, Lord
CarTERET *, Mr. Purtney , and I think I may pars
ticularly add, in a poem to the Countefs of Wincutn=
sEa , and another to Mrs. Biony Frovpe, Thefe
names abetted him in his putfuit of fame, They rez |
fleed back the glory which he gave.  But, ftill Tean- |
wot recollett one poem, nay, fcarce a couplet, to his |

® Now Earl of GranviLE.
b Now Earl of BaTH.
¢ Under the name of ARDELIA.

noble f

s
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noble patron Lord Bovinceroke. In that inftance he
lias been as filent, as Vircrir has been to Horace,
and yet he certainly had mnot-a grain. of envy in his
Compofition,

I think T can difcern a third kind of ftyle in his
poeiss addrefled to Mr, Pore, Mr. Gay, Dr. DeLany,
and Dr. Yousc. When he writes to them, there is &
mixture of eafe, dignity, familiarify, and affe&tion.
They were his intimate friends, whom he loved fincere-
ly, and whom he wifhed to accompany into the poetical
regions of eternity. 3

I have juft now caft my eye over a poem called Death
and Daphne, which makes ine recollet an-odd incident
relating to that nymph. Swirr, foon after our ac-
quaintance, introduced me to her, as to one of his fe-

| male favourites. I had fearce been half an hour in hér
company, before fhe afked me, i1f I had feen the Dean’s

poem upon Death and Daphre. As 1 told her I had not,

fhe immediately unlocked a cabinet, and bringing out

the manufcript, read it to me with a feeming fatisfa&ion,

of which, at that fime, I doubted the fincerity. While

fhe was reading, the Dean was perpetually corredting

her for bad pronunciation, and for placing a wrong em-

\ Phafis upon particular words.  As foon as fhe had gone
| thorough the compofition, fhe affured me fmilingly, that
: the portrait of Daruse was drawn for heifelf; I begged
l to be excufed from believing it, and protefted that I
'- could not fee one feature that had the leaft refemblance,
but the Dean immediately. burft into a fit of laughter.

_{ ©* Youfancy, fayshe, that youare very polite, but youdre
G * much
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¢ much miftaken.  That Lady had ratherbea Darung

¢ drawn by me, than a Sacaarissa by any other pen-

¢¢-¢il.” * She confirmed what he had faid, with great
earneftnefs, {o that I had no eother method of retrieving
my error, than by whifpering in her ear, as I was con-
ducting her down ftairs to dimner, that indeed I found

¢ Ker hand as dry and cold as lead.”

You fee the command which SwirFr had over all his |
females; and you would have fmiled to have found his '

boufe, a conftant feraglio of very virtuous women, who
attended him from morning till night, with an obedi-

ence, an awe, and an affiduity, that are {eldom paid to
the richeft, or the moft powerful lovers; no, noteven '
to the Grand Signor himfelf.

To thefe Ladies, Swirt owed the publication of
many pieces, which ought never to have been delivered
to the prefs. He communicated every compofition as

foon as finithed, to his female fenate, who, not only
pafled their judgement on the performance, but cons

ftantly afked, and almoft as conftantly obtained, a copy
of it. = You cannot be {urprized that it was immediately

afterwards feen in print: and when printed, became

a part of his works. He lived much at home, and
P -

was contingally writing, when alone. Not any of his

Senators prefumed to approach him when he fignified
his pleafure to-remain in private, and without interrup- I
tion, Elis nightoown and {lippers were not eafier put

on or off, than his attendants. No Prince ever met F
with more flattery to his own perfon, or more devotion
2 4]
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to his own mandates. This defpotic pewer rot only
blinded him, ‘but gave a loofe to paflions that ought'to
have been kept under a proper reftraint, I am
forry to fay, that whole nations are fometimes facrificed
to his refentment. Refle&tions of that' fort appear to.
me the leaft juftifiable of any kind of fatyr. You will
read his Aeerrima with indignation; and his Minutiz
with regret. Yet I muft add, that fince he'has defcended
| fo low as to write, and, ftill fo much lower, as to print

riddles, he is excellent even in that kind of verfification.
The lines are fmoother, the expreflions are neater, and
the thought is clofer purfued than in any other 7iddle-
weiter whatever., But, SwirFT compofing riddles, is
Trriax painting draught-boards, which muft have been
inexcufable, while there remained a fign-poft painfcr in
the world.

At the latter end of the volume, you will find two
Latin poems. The firft, 4z Epiftle to Dr. SneripAx ;
thelat, 4 defcription of the rocks at Carbery in Ireland.
The Dean was extremely folicitous; that they houldibe
printed among his works: ‘and what is ho lefs tfue
than amazing, he affumed to himfelf mote vanity upomn

| thefe two Latin poems; than upon many of his beft
- Englifh performdances. It is faid; that Mizron i his
: own judgement preferred the Poradife regained to the
Paradife -Ipft. There poffibly might be found fonie ex
l cufe: for fuch a preference, but in Swirt’s cafe there
. tanbe none:  He underftood the Latin language perfeétly
r} well, and ke read it conftantly, but he wasno Latin potte
And if the Cardérize rupes, and the Epiftola ad THOUAM

| 1
G 2 SHERI~
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Swrripan, had been the produce of any other author,
they muft have undergone a fevere cenfure from Dr.
SwiIFT.

Here I thall difmifs this volume of his poems, which
has drdwn me into a greater length of letter than I in-
tended. Adieu, my Hawm, believe me ever,

Your affeltionate Father,

ORRERY,

N
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My dear Hamirrox,

HE third volume of Swirr’s works contains

l The travels of LEmuEL GULLIVER inte feveral
semote nations of the world. 'T'hey are divided into four
parts ; the firfk, a voyage to Lillipur; the fecond, 2
voyage t0 Brobdingnag ; the third, to Laputa and other
iflands ; the fourth, and moft extraordinary, to the
country of the Houybnbnms. Thefe voyages are intended
as'a‘moral political romance, in which Swirr feems
to have exerted the firongeft efforts of a fine irregular
genins, But while his imagination and his wit delight,
the venomous firokes of his fatyr, although in {fome
places
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places juft, arecarried into {o univerfala {everity, that
not only all human aéions, but human pature itfelf,
15 placed in the worft light. Perfeftion in every at-
tribute is not indeed allotted to particalar men: bug,
among the whole fpacies, we difcover fuch an af-
femblage of all the great, and amiable virtues, as may
convince us, that the original order of nature eontains
E in it the greateft beauty. It is diretted in a right line,
f but it deviates into curves and wrregular motions, by
various attrattions, and difturbing caufes. Different
qualifications fhine out in different men. Bacox and
. Newron (not to mention Boyre) thew the divine ¢x-
tent of the human mind : of which power SwirT could
not be infenfible; but as I have often told you, his dif-
appointments rendered him {plenetic, and angry with
the whole world, ' ' :

Education, habit, and conftitution, give a furpriz-
ing variety of chara&ters ; and, while they produce
fome particular qualities, are apt to check others. For-
titude of mind feldom attends a fedentary life: mnor is
the man, whofe ambitious views are crofled, {carce ever

| afterwards indued with benevolence of heart. ‘The
i {ame mind, that is capable of exerting the greateft vir-
| tue, by fome defe&t in the firft fteps of education, often
| degenerates into the greatelt’ vice., Thefe effets take
their fource from caufes almoft mechanical. 'The foul,
n our prefent fituation, is blended and enclofed with
corporeal fubftance, and the matter of which our bod
G 3 is
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is compofed, produces ftrange impulfes upon the mind
but. the inftances that might illuftrate, and explain the
different effe@s arifing from this formation, are too di-
grefiively extenfive for my prefent plan,

To corred vice, by fhewing her deformity in oppo-
fition to the beauty of virtue, and to amend the falfe
{yftems of philofophy, by pointing out the errors, and |
applying falutary .means to avoid them, is a noble des |
fign, 'This was the general intent, I would fain flatter |
myfelf, of my hieroglyphic friend, '

GurrLiver’s travels are chiefly to be looked upon s
an irr¢gular effay of Swirr's peculiar wit and humout.
Let us take 2 view of the two firft parts together, The
inhabitants of Liliput are reprefented, as if reflected from
a convex mirrour, by which every objectis reduced to
3 defpicable minytenefs, "The inhabitants of Birobding-
nag, by a contrary mirrour, are- enlarged to a {hock- ,
ing deformity. In Lilliput we behold a fet of puny

infeds, or animaleules in human fhape, ridiculoufly en-
gaged in affairs of importance. In Brobdingnay the |
monfters of enormaus fize are employed in trifles. l
:
|

Levurr Guipiver has obferved oreat exalnefs in
the juft proportion, and appearances of the feveral ob-
jedts thus leflened and 111agniﬁcd.: but he dwells too
much upon thefe optical deceptions. The mind is tired |

-

with a repetition of them, efpecially as he points outno

1
beauty, nor ufe in fuch amaazing difcoveries, which
might




T

e ————r

AND WRITINGS OF Dzr. SWIFT. 87

might have been fo continued as to have afforded im-
provement, at the fame time that they gave aftonifh-
ment. Upon the whole, he too often fhews an indeli-
cacy that is not agreeable, and exerts his vein of hu-
mour moft improperly in fome places, where (I am
afraid} he glances at religion.

In his defcription of Lilljput, he feems to have had-
England more immediately in view. In his defcription
of Blefufcu he feems to intend the people and kingdom
of France : yet the allegory between thefe nations is.
frequently interrupted, and fcarce any where compleat.
Several juft firokes of fatyr are {cattered here and there
upon errors in the condu& of our government: and, in
the fixth chapter of his voyage to Brobdingnag, he gives
an account of the political ftate of Ewrope : his obfer-
vations. are delivered with his ufual fpirit of humour
and feverity. He appears moft particularly affected
with the proceedings of the courts of judicature, and
complains of being almoft ruined by a Chancery f{uit,
which was determined in bis fawour with coffs. It muft
be confeffed, that inftances of this kind are too frequent
in our courts of juftice, and they leave us no room to
boaft of the execution of our prefent laws, however ex-
cellent the laws, in their own original foundation, may
have been. Fudgement, when turned into auormopd, 75
bitter, but delays, as Lord Bacon obferves, turn it into
vinegar : it becomes fharp, and corroding: and cer-
tainly it is more eligible to die immediately by the

G wound
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wound of an enemy, than to decay lingering by poifen,
adminiftered from a feeming friend.

'The feventh chapter of the voyage of" Brobdingnag
contains fuch farcafms on the ftruture of the human
body, astoo plainly fhew us, that the author was un-
willing to lofe any opportunity of debafing and ridicu-
ling his own fpecies. r

Here a reflettion naturally oceurs, which, without
any fuperftition, leads me tacitly to admire, and con-
fefs the ways of Providence : for this great genius, this
mighty wit, who feemed to {coff, and fcorn at all man-
kind, lived not only to be an example to punifh his own
pride, and to terrify ours, but underwent fome of the }
greateft miferies to which human nature is liable. 'T'he
particulars of this affertion will appear, by copying 2
Jetter which one of his relations fent to me, in anfwet
to my enquiries after his fituation. I

1
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Dublin, Nowember 225 1742
My LORD,

H E cafy manner, in avbich you veproach me. for nof

acquainting you with. the peor Dean’s fituation, lays
a frefh a&/{gszri&ﬁ upon me 5 yet mean as an excufe is for. @
Jault, I flall attempt one to your Lord/bip, and only for this
reafon,  that you may not think me capable of negleding any
thing you conld command me. - I told you in my laft letter,
the Dean’s. underfianding was quite gone, and 1 feared the
Sfarther particulars wonld only fhock the tendernefs. of your
nature, and the melanchaly fcene make your beart achy as it
has often. done mine. I avas the laft  perjon wwbom be kneo,
and wwhen that part of bis memory  failed, he was. fo outra-
Yious at - feeing any bodyy that I was forced to leawve hin,
n0r could be reft for a night or tavo after [eeing any perjon s
Jo that all the attendance avhich I could pay bim was call-
ing twice a aveek to enguire after his bealth, and to obferve
that proper care was taken of hims and durft only look at
bim «wbile bis back avas towards me, fearing to difcompofe
bim. Heavalked ten bours a day, awould not ear or drink
if bis fervant Jlayed in the room. His meat was ferved up
ready cut, and fometimes it would lie an hour on the table
before be nvould touch it, and then eat it wwalking. About
Jix aweeks ago, in one night's time, bis left eye fwedded as
large as an egg, and the lid Mr. Nicuovs (‘his furgeon)
thought avould mortify, and many large boils appeared upor
bis arms and body, The terture be was iny is not to be de-

Jeribed,
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Seribed, . Five perfons conld fearce hbold him for a wetk

JFom tearing . out his owen eyes : and, for near & month, he

did not Jfleep tawo bours in tawenty four : yet a moderate ap-,

petite continued ; and what is more to be wondered at, the
Zaft day of his illnefs, be knew me perfeldly avell, took me
by the hand, called me by my name, and [fbewed the fame
pleafure as ufual in feeing me. I afked. bim, if be would
giveme a dinner 2 He [aid, to be fure, my old fricud. Thus
ke continued that day, and knew the Doélor and Surgeon,
and all his family fo avell, that Mr, N1cHoLs thought it
Polfible be might return to a fhare of underflanding, fo asto
be able to call for what he wanted, and to bear fome of bis
old friends to amufe bim. But alas] this pleafure to me
avas but of fhort durationy jfor the next day ortavoit was
all ever, and proved to be only pain that had rouzed bim.
He is mow . free from toriure: bis eye almoft well ; wery
quiet, and begins to fleep, but cannct, «without great diffi-
enlty, be prevailed on to walk a turn about bis room ; and
yet-in this away the Phyficians think be may hold out for
Jome time; I am, my Lord, '

Your Lordfhip’s moit obedient

humble fervant,

M. WHITEWAY,

YT

What a fhocking, what a
this ; of how {mall eftimation muft the greateft genius

| B

melancholy account 1s

Appear in the fight of Gop'!
i l&

About
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About a year and a halfafterwards, 1 received a
{etter from another 'of his relations, Deane SwiIrT,
Efq; in anfwer to a report, which I had mentioned to’
him; of Dr. Swirr’s having viewed himfelf (as he was
led acrofs the room) in g glafs, and crying out, O
“ soor old man!” The letter is written long after the
Dean had been totally deprived of reafon.

Dublin, April 4, 1744~
My LORD,

| A S to the flory of O poor old man! 1 enguir ed inth
it The Deandid fay fomething upon his. fecing bive-
Jelf in the glafss but wmeither Mrs. RiDGEWAY, nor  the
lower [fervants could tell me avhat it awas be faid. T de-
fired them to recolledt it, by the time awhen I fbould come
again to the deanery. I have been there - fince, they canuat
recolleit it. A thoufand flories have been invented of bim
aithin thefe tao years, and impofed upon the aworld. 1
thought this might have been one of them : and yet 1 am
now inclined to think, there may be fome truth in it : for ox
Sunday the 17th of March, as be fat in bis chair, upon the
boufekeeper’s. moving & kuife from bim as he avas going to
catch at it, be fbrugged bis fhoulders, and, racking bhimfelf;
Jaidy, T am what I am, I am whatlam : and, about fix
minutes afterwards, repeated the fame avords tavo ar Lhree
times ouer. : _
His fervant [basves bis cheeks, and all bis face as lw as
the tip of his chin, ouce a queeh : but under the chin, and
. abosit-
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about the throat, avkhen the bair grows long, it is cat with
Setflars,

Sometimes ke awill not utter a Sllable = at other times Fe
Will fpeak incoberent awords : but he newer yety as farast
eonid bear, talked nonfenfe, -or faid a foolifb thing.

About  four months age he gave me great trouble: ke
Seemed to have a mind to talb  to me. In order to fry
abat be awwouli Jays I told him, I came to dine with bim,
and imniediately  his houfekeeper, Mrs. RipcEwWAY, faid,
Won't you give Mr. Swirr a glafs of wine, Sir ? e
Sorugged his fhoulders, jaft as he ufpd to do avben be bad a
mund that g friend fhould fpend the evening  awith bim.
Shrageing bis Sooulders, your Lordjbip may remember, avas
as much as to fay, “ Yowll ruin me in wine.” Toawn, T
was fearce able to bear the JSight.  Soon after, ke again en-
deavoured, avith a good deal of pain, o find avords to Jpeat
to me : at laft, not being able, after many ¢fforts, be gave
a beavy fich, and, 1 think, avas afteravards Sfilent.  This
puts me in yind of what he faid about Jive days ago. He
endeavonred Jeveral times 1o Jpear to bis fervant (noww and
then ke calls bim by bis name ) at laft, not JSinding awords to
exprefs avhat he avonld be aty after fome uncafinefs, be

faid, < I am a fool.” Nz long ago, the Jervant took up
bis avatch that lay upon the table t Jee awhat o" clock it
awas, be faid, < Bri ng ithere :” and when it wwas brought,
be looked very attentively at it : fome time ago, the fer-
want was breaking a large Srubborn coal, ke Jfaid, That's
¢ a ftone, you blockhead.”

In a fews days, or fome wery fhort time, after guardians
Ead been- appointed for him, Fuvent into bis dining” roots
X awhere

ey
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awhere be was walking, I faid fomething to him wvery infig-
sificant, I knowv not avhat ; but inflead of making any kind
of anfwer to it, be Jaid, © Go, go,” pointing with bis
hand to the door, and immediately afteravards, raifing his

band to bis bead, be faid, “ My beft underffanding,” and

Jo broke off abruptly, and avalked away, I am, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient,
and moft humble fervant,

Draxe Swirr.

Thefe two letters will not probably eecafion in you
very chearful fpeculations. - Let us return back there-
fore to the Lilliputians, and the Brobdingnaggians ; where
you will find many ridiculous adventures, even fuch as
mult have excited mirth from HeracriTus. Where in-
delicacies do not intervene, the narrative is very enter-
taining and humorous. Several juft firokes of fatyr are
feattered up and down upon political errors in govern-
ment. In fome parts, Gurriver feems to have had
pfﬂ‘ticula incidents, if not particular perfons, in his
view. His obfervations on education are ufeful : and
fo are his improvements on the inftitutions of Lycure
6Us. Upon reading over the two firft parts of thefe tra-
vels, T think that I can difcover a very great refems-
blance between certain paflages in GurLiver’s voyage
0 Lilliput, and the voyage of CyraNo pE BERGERAC to
the fun and moon.

Cyrano pe Bercrrac is a French author of a fingu-
lar charadter, who had a very peculiar turn of wit and
humour, in many refpects refembling that of “Swirrt,

5 He
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He wanted the advantages of learning, and a regulat
education : his imagination was lefs guarded, and cor-
rect, but more agreeably extravagant, He has introa
duced into his philofophical romance, the {yftem of
DescarTes (which was then much admired) intermixt
with {everal fine ftrokes of juft fatyr on the wild, and
immechanical enquiries of the philofophers, and aftro-
nomers of that age : and in many parts he has evident-
ly direted the plan, which the Dean of St. PaTrick’
has purfued.

I am forry, and yet, in candour, I ought to obferve,
that GurLriveRr, in his voyage to Liliput, dares even
to exert his vemn of humour {o liberally, as to place the
refurretion (one of the moft encouraging principles of
the Chriftian religion) in a ridiculous, and contempti-
ble light 2. ' Why fhould that appointment be denied
to man, or appear {o very extraordinary in the human
kind, which the Author of nature has illuftrated in the
vegetable {pecies, where the feed dies and corrupts, be-
fore it can rife again to new beauty and glory ? Butl
am writing out of my province ; and that I may be
tempted no farther, here let me end the criticifm upon
the two firft parts of Gurriver’s travels, the conclu
{fion of which, I mean GuLrLivER'S efcape from Bros-
DINGNAG, is humorous, fatyrical, and decent. I amy
nty dearclt Ham, by duty and inclination,

Your beft Friend,
ani f;:f.r_,’? z@fl‘ﬂfﬂmﬂ Fapher,

ORRILTRY.

2 Page

Wy
iy
-

—————
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SRR T R R R R e R Y

Li- B Lol o BB n bl

r My dear HamivTon,

H E third part of GuLL1ver's travels isin genca
ral written againft chymifts, mathematicians,
mechanics, and projeétors of all kinds,

Swirr was little acquainted with mathematical
knowledge, and was prejudiced againft it, by obferving
the firange effects it produced in thofe, who applied
themfelves entirely to that fcience. No part of hu-
man literature has giv'cn greater ftrength to the mind,
or has produced greater benefits to mankind, than the
feveral branches of learning that may pafs under the -
general denomination of mathematics. But the abufes
\ of this ftudy, the idle, thin, immechanical refinements

of it, are juft fubjes of fatyr. 'The teal ufe of know-
ledge is to invigorate, not to enervate the faculties of
reafon, Learning degenerates int6 a {pecies of mad-
nefs, when it is not {uperior to what it pofiefleth, The
{cientific powers are moft evident, when, they are ca-

pable
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pable of exerting themf{elves in the focial duties of life:
when, they wear no chains, but can freely difengage
themfelves, and like a found conftitution of body, rife
chearful, and more vigorous by the food they hive
acquired, being neither opprefled, nor rendered ftupid
by the labours of digeftion.

Lord Bacox has juftly expofed the vain purfuits of
oftentatious pedants in the different parts of learning;
and their unaccountable temerity in deducing general
rules from arbitrary maxims, or few experiments : he
has likewife fixed upon a {ure and certain bafis, the pro-
cedure and limits of the human underftanding. Swier
bas purfued the {ame plan in a different manner, and

has placed the imaginary fchemes of all pretenders,
in a more ludicrous, and therefore in a more proper

light.

Ridiculur: acvi

. T e
Fortius ac melius magnas pleruinque fecar ves,

He cannot be fuppofed to condemn ufeful expeti
ments, or the right application of them : but he ridi-
cules the vain attempts, and irregular produétions of ]
thofe rafh men, WhO, like IKION, cmbracing a cloud .
inftead of a goddefs, plagued- the world with centaurs,
whilft JuriTEer, from the embraces of a Juxo, and an
ArcMmENa, blefled the earth with an Heng, and an:
HEercuLEs,

However |




AND WRITINGS OF Dr, SWIFT. 07

However wild the defcription of the fying ifland, and
the manners, and various projecis of the philofophers
of Lagado may appear, yetitis a re  piétare embellith-
ed with much latent wit and ] humour. It isa fatyr up-
on thofe aftronomers and mathematicians, who have {o
entirely dedicated their time to the planets, that they
have been carelefs of their family and country, and
have been chiefly anxious, about the ‘ceconomy and
welfare of: the upper worlds. But if we confider
SWIFT’s romance in a ferious light, we fhall find him
of opinion, that thofe determinations in philofophy,
which at prefent feem to_the moft knowing men to be
perfettly well founded and underftood, are in reality
unfettled, or uncertain, and may perhaps fome ages
hence be as much decried, as the axioms of Aris-
TOTLE are at this day., SirIsaac NewTon and his
notions may hereafter be out of fafhion. . There is a
kind of mode in philofophy, as well as in other things:
and fuch modes often change more from the humour
and caprice of men, than either from the unre eafonable,
or the ill-founded conclufions of the philofophy itfelf.
The reafoni ings of {ome philofophers have undoubtedly
better foundﬂumm than thofe of others: but I am of
opinion (and Swirr {eems to be in the fame way of

thinking) that the moft applauded philofophy hitherto
extant has not fully, clearly,” and certainly explained
many difliculties in the phznomena of nature. I am
induced to believe, that God may have abfolutely de-

nied us the perfec knowledge of many points in phi-

H lofophy,
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lofophy, fo that we fhall never arrive at that perfec-
tion, however certain we may fuppofe ourfelves of
having attained to it already. Upon the whole, we
may {ay with TuorLy, Omuibus _ﬁ:’ré in rebas, et maximg

in phyficis quid non fit citius, quam quid fit, dixerim.
The projeét for a more eafy and expeditious method

of writing a treatife in any {cience, by a woeden en-
gine ®, is entertainingly fatyrical, and is aimed at thofe
authors, who, inftead of receiving materials from their
own thoughts and obfervations, colleét from dictiona-
ries and common place-books, an irregular variety,
without order, ufe, or defign,

Ut nec pes nec caput unii
[ 2

Reddatur forme.

The proje&t of fhortning a difcourfe, by cutting po- |
lyfyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and paiti- '
ciples ?, is pointed at the pernicious cuftom of con-

trafting the Englith language, the dialett of which
is naturally harfh, and that harfhnefs is ftill encreafed
by improper contra&tions. As SwirT was fcrupulouﬂy
exact in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not the
leaft improper expreflion ever efcaped his cenfure : and \

I remember to have feen in manufcript a dictionary of :
hard words, compofed by him for the ufe of his female |
fenate.

» Page 218.
> Page 220.

The
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a

The fixth chapter * is full of feverity and fnt}fr.
Sometimes it is exerted againft. the legiflative power

fometimes againft particular politicians : ir)L.LL.:m-:.;
againft women : and fometimes it degenerates into filth.
True humour ought to be kept up with decency, and
dignity, or it lofes every tinGture of entertainment.
Defcriptions that fhock our delicacy cannof have the
leaft good effect upen our minds. 'The y oftend us, and
we fly precipitately from the fight. . We cannot ftay
long enough to examine, whether wit, fenfe, or mo-
mh”, may be couched under {uch odious ap pCﬁ.L...ll"L,
L am forry to {fay, that thefe fort of de {criptions, which

are too often inter{perfed throughout all Swirr’s works,

_“

are feldom written with any other view, or from any
r'rhc,'-.- motive, than a wild unbridled indulgence of his
own humour and difpofition.

He feems to have finifhed his voyage to Larura in
a carelefs hurrying manner, which makes mie almoft
think, that fometimes he was tired with his work, and
attempted to run through it as faft as he could ; other-
wile why was the curtain dropped {o foon? or why
were. we deprived of fo noble a feene as might
have been difcovered in the ifland of Glubdul nu?b

g

where the governor, by his il in necromancy, had the

>

}'ﬂ.}:;.;'r;-- E_Z'_,""‘ calli g avbom ke ffc(?fm’{ f.-' o the dead ? 1 h Ve
not time by this poft to write to you my thoughts upon
a fubje®, which I confefs awakened, but by no means

fatishied my curiofity. I lamented to find fo many il-
& Page 221, ® Chap. 7. Page 252.
H 2 luftrions
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luftrious ghofts vanifh fo-quickly, and fo abruptly from
my fight, many of whom were of the brighteit cha-
racters in hiftory. In my next letter I {hall endeavour
to detain them a little longer in Leiceffer-fields, than
Swirr fuffered them to ftay in the ifland of Sor-

Cerers.
I am,

*My dear HamiLToON, .

Your affeclionate Father,

ORRERY.

My deareft HamiLTOR, : ‘

Believe it would be impoffible to find out the defign
I of Dr. SwirT; in fummoning up a parcel of ap-
_paritions, that from their behaviour, orfrom any thing \
they fay, are almoft of as little confequence, as the :

ghofts in Gax’s farce of the What dye call it. Pee. |
he |

haps, Swirr’s general defign might be, to arraign t
condué& of eminent perfons after their death, and to
convey their names, and images to .pofterity, deprivcd J'

of thofe falfe colours, in which they fo¥merly appoat {
ed.
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ed. « If thele were his intentions, he has miffed his aim;
orat leaft, has been fo farcarried away by his difpofition
toraillery, that the moral, which ought to arife from fuch

a fable, is buried in obfcurity.

The firft airy fubftance introduced’is ALEXANDER the
Great®,  After a hint from GuLriver, that we have

loft the true Greek idiom, the conqueror of the uni-
verfe is made to declare upon his honour,  That be

|  died by exceffive drinking, not by poifon.” A trifling
} and an improper obfervation, becaufe the apparition
Is called up as he appeared at the head of his army,
jult after the battle of 4rbella. T own my expeétations
were great, when I found his appearance was to be at
fuch a remarkable junéture :- and I particularly wifhed
to fee him properly introduced after that battle, as the
compaflion and generofity which he thewed, to the fa-
mily of Darivs, was highly worthy of imitation.
There are other circumftances in the hiftorical records
of him, that redound to his honour. His tender re-
gard to Pinpar, by {paring the houfe of that poet
{when he rafed the city of Thebes) feems to demand per-
petual gratitude from all fucceeding bards. “The man-
| ner in which he vifited the tomb of AcurriLes: the af-
Fedtion and refpet paid to him by ArisToTLE; the
undaunted confidence placed in his phyfician PHILTP,
i are inftances fufficient to fhew, that ALexanper did
notwant {ome virtués of humanity : and when we con-
fider {feveral of his rath a&ions of inebriety, they comn-
vince us, how far the native excellencies of the mind
8 Chap..7. Page 234.
: 3 may




=z —
e e e e

102 REMARKS ON THE 1LIFE
may be debafed and changed by paflions which too
often attend {uccefs and luxury,

Utrungue defecere mores
- d

j_".'..a'.m... S o ey A
JEAECOVARL Dene ndid CHLPEE

Fai.

t is evident, my Hawm, that Swirt had conceived
an abfolute difguft to ALEXANDER, whoic charatter he
aims to defltroy, by touching it in.fo flight a mammer,
that he puts me in.mind of the vifit paid by Avgustus
Czsar, to. Avpxanper’s fepulchre at Alexandria.
Upon the 1..-.119{-,“); s arrival, the body of the Macedo-
niah hero was found in its full dimenfions, but {o.ten-
der, notwithftanding all the former embalmi ng, that
Cmsar, by touching only the nofe of it, defaced the
whole figure 1114;“::_‘:'L1.L ly,

Haxnisatr * {eems to have been fummaened with no

-otherview than to cenfure Livy the hiftorian. It

not cnl improbable, -but impofiible, that Hanwyizal

fhould have carried a fufficient quantity of vinegar for

the purpofe relate i Ly Livy : but as vinegar will cer-

tainly foften, and diffolve flones, the experiment might

have been improved; or {o contrived by Hanyipais 2s

~
-

to appear to make an eafy, and expeditious opening
through f{ome particular paflfage, already fitted for the
purpofe. Such a trial, pradtifed in that age of daik-
nefs, and properly 1:1&1*ﬁ0'ftd migh

t have been univer-
{ally received as a kind of miracle: fo that Livy could
fcarce have avoided 1ui--tm" the report as an acknow-
ledged truth: efpecially whcn the faét itlelf feems to
infer

2 Pas 2
rage 235,

-
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infer that the Remans were invincible, unlefs from fome
{upernatural caufe. Swirr (nofriend to military men)
thinks the Carthaginian general unworthy of any far-
ther notice : and haftens to call up the fenate of Rome.
This gives him an opportunity of being very fevere
apon a certain modern aflembly, which he treats in 2
manner more refembling the Cynic in his cell, than the
free-humoured Rabelais in his eafy chair.

ﬂ Pompey and C&sar only appear to grace the entry
f of Brurus, who is Swirr’s favourite patriot: but as
Crsar generoudly confefled to Gurriver,  That the
|  greatefl altions of his life, avere not, by many degrees,
“ equal tothe glory of taking it away,” it would have been
aproper alleviation ‘of the difator’s crimes, to have ac-
knowledged him the greateft flatefmen, orator, and
| {oldier of the age, in which he lived : an age, fertile of
eminent men: an age, when ambition was fcarce looked
Upon as a crime: and when the Roman virtue (once -
the fapport and prefervation of the commonwealth)
was long fince loft in vice and luxury: at fuch a time 2
fingle mafter was become neceflary, and Pomrey would
have feized the reins of government had fiot Czsar
interpofed. * If the confpirators had reftored liberty to
their country, their

act had been completely glorious,
and would have fhewed, that Cesar, not Rome, was

| degenerated - But if we may judge from the confe-

quences, Heaven difapproved of the deed : aparticular
fate attended the conipirators, not one of whom died
2 naturaldeath s and even Brurus, perhaps recolle&t-
ing in his-laft moments the benefits, which he had re-

H 4 ceived
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ceived from CEsar, -was ftaggered “in ‘his thoughtsiof
virtue; ‘andimagining himfelf deceived by a fhadow,
broke ~out -into a: pat mtlml exprefiion, - fignifying,
** 2bat he bad worfipped wirtne os a fubfiance, and’ bad
 found it only a fPadow :** {o that he feems to have

d that fortitude of mind, which conftantly attends
true virtue to the grave. ].‘hu defet in the character
of BruTus, is not improperly expreffed in the famous
gallery of the great duke of Zwufeany., where there isa
very fine head of BRuTus begun by MicuakL AncgeLo,
but left unfinifhed : under it is-engraven upon a copper

plate, this diftic,

wante

Dum BRUTI effigiem feulptor de marmare ducit,

In mentem fieleris wenit, et abffiinuit,

- If Brurus erred, it was from a wrong notion of
virtue. The chara@ter of Casar is perhaps more
amiable, but lefs perfect: his faults were great ; how-
ever, many of them were foils to his virtues. A modern
eminent writer, has reprefented him as a glutton: he

tells us, that when C&sar went to the public feafts, he
conftantly took a vomit in the mor: ning, with a defign
to indulge himfelf with more keennefs, an d to. increafe

his appetite for the enfuing feaft. The fa& is true, but
I would willingly belicve. the inference unjuft. Itis

more than probable, that he pt ﬂf' d this cuftom by
the advice of his phyficians, who m ight direét {fuch a re-

gimen, as the moft certain, and nnmcd;..u p;biurrmon
againft epileptic fits, to which the DiGtator was often

whet A0 L

liable.
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hiable: < Your grandfather, my honoured father, (who
was excelled by few P;‘L}'ﬁ':iél‘;lﬁ in the theoryof phyfic)
has often told me, that thofe kind of convulfions were
of {uch a nature.as generally to come on after eating,
and more violently if the ftomach was overloaded.
Cmsar was fo careful in obferving a decent dignity in
his' behaviour, that he dreaded the fhame of  expofing
publickly this weaknefs in his conflitution, and there:
fore guarded againft it in 4 prudent manner, which has
fince been conftrued into a reproach.  This {urmife,
my Hawm, refts upon the ftronger foundation, as all an-
thors agree, that he was 31@1 ftri¢tly, and remarkably
abftemious,

In his public charalter, Cmsar appears a ftrong ex-
ample, how far the greatelt natural, and acquired ac-
complifhments may lofe their luftre, "'1’301" made {ubfer-
vient to falle glory, and an immoderate thirft of power;
as on the "th hand, the hiftory of Brurus may in-
ftruét us, what unhappy effe@s the rigid exercife of fu-
periour virtue, when mifapplied and carried too far,
may produce in the moft fledfaft mind, or the foundeft
judgement.

Gurriver has given to BruTus five companions,
Jux. Brurvus, Socrates, Epaminospas, Cato the
cenfor, ' and Sir THomas Moork.+* Such a fextum-
virate is not eafily to be encreafed : yet, let me hope,
tlm the reflexion is too feverely critical, when he adds

“that all the ages qj‘ the world Cannot._ ;‘-'.-'?';f' /b out ::fjs-vezzt -
Evcry age has produced men of virtue, and abilities'in

ths
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the higheft degree. -~ The race of mankind, fince their
firlk creation; have been always the fame. Theg greateft
chara&ers have been Ultndvd with the greateft faults,

Poets and hiftorians have f fingled out particular perfons

for Tame ﬂ.i:d 4_11lnﬁut.nt“: they have adorned them
i

with' acco mplithments, which pcrht;;m they mnever

pm’i'—:iu,,‘a, while other men equally meritorious, have

beenfilently buried inoblivion, with only the felf con-
féioufnels of uuuvum a rank among the companions |
of Brutus in the Elyfian fields. f
In-this illoftrious fextumvirate, Socratrs and Sir
Tromas Moorr undoubted] y deferve the pre-eminence.

The extravagant virtue of Junivs Brutus is fhock-
v

Ing to ‘every _[";t_l'{']lf'., and e

rery good-natured mind. \
The important fervices of ‘the father, might juftly
have c:!:m‘:ud from the public, the pardon of his fons: J
and when his paternal piety had i;wc,d their lives, his
preccyts and example might fo effettuaily have reclaimed }

their “errors, as to have made them bBecome ufeful
members of the com*ncnweq‘t. I am fully perfuaded,

thatif Dr. Swirt had been 2 father, we fhould not have
found the name of Jurius Brutus where it is now -

1 = "
placed- q
: T I~ = ] j

in APAMINONDAS the Theban glory firft appeared : and |
died. Hisown merit, in overcomi ng the greateft diffi-
culties, entirely fixed his putation. A happy con-

cwrence of circumitances has often given fame to
others; but Epamivonpaswas cebted for his fuperior

charadter, only to himfelf,
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[ am infome doubt, whether Cato the Cenfor can
fairly claim arank among fo choicea groope of ghofts.
He juftly indeed condemned the luxury of the Romans,

and he punifhed their vices with an impartial feverity : but
herein he feems to have indulged his own natural temper
rather than to have a&ted abfolutely from a love of vir-
tue: he was a declared enemy topoetry, painting, and
all the politer arts : he was proud, vain, and morofe:
but above, all, he was {o extremely avaritious, that
Ruapamantaus in the Archbifhop of CamBrAY's
dialogues of the dead, after exprefling fome regard to
his merits, tells him, as he was an ufurer he could no
be adiitted into the Elyfian fields : and therefore 9:‘&6—:1‘3
him to keep.the gate as porter : in which fituation, he
might gratify the cenforioufnefls of his dlﬁaoﬁtlon by
examining every gheft that attempted to come into
Elyfium, and by fhutting the door againit all thofe, who
were-not qualified for admittance. RHADAMANTHUS
then gives him money to pay Cuarox for fuch pafiengers,
who were not able to pay for themfelves, and at the
{ame time declares, that he will punifh him as arobber,
| if he offers to lend out that money upon ufury. How
very different, you will fay, are the fentiments of
Archbifhop Frnerow, and of Dr. SwirFt in their
judgement of CaTo. The one, thinks him unworthy
| of a place among millions in Eyfum, while the other,
diftinguithes him among the greateft men of antiquity.
Fl‘omthis- diffention of opinions may be traced, perhaps,
the particular temper both of the Archbifhop and of the

Dean,
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Dean, and from thence may be deduced the reafon,
ny the Cenfer was efteemed by the latter, and. con-
nned by thie former.

' ving taken a tranfient view of
us 1 ;11:,.@_5, whom he does not name,

o1, and olves me an oppc}rtui‘:in’ of

=
cr.. Late, very late, may you become
‘acnOne, may youeq nal any of Swirr’s
ivirate, and may his ghoft (grown lefs cynical

[tructed) rejoice to admit you into the com-

hieh ha he JEgAs Far ol i o allfatnm
vhicane nasio ar[}ltl ;.f_-", cexciunacd dll Tuturg

g

>0 wilhes, fo prays,

v—--‘-r-ﬂf-'-"\-w\—- - NI e, g,
AR s S S P T A S A CACIHTNCHCOICY
L E LIRS IR e Lv'\.n-'\-“-‘-r [ L\.uJ LL\.L:,_,L.,-L__,,_,‘___,._WL\,J“\;WJ

TET 1T E R <Xie

r X ULLIVER, tired of hero "; changes the {cene
G in the cighth chapter of his s voyage to Laputa,
and becomes curious to I;now the fituation of poets and
philofophers, who, in their turn, have as eagerly con-
tended {czr faa 1e, as Cmesar for power, or BRuTus for
iil}*‘}";‘v‘ {e de 111LF, that-HomEer and AR1sTOTLE may

make their appearance at the head of their commenta-

L0135,
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tors,  ‘HomEes

“and comelier ¢

1 c y
, days our traveller, ° ‘avas the taller,
o
e ty L a7 £ i\ - g S £
erfon’ of thetawo: «waiked very erefl for

‘e R Ry e - ’{_-‘— eves aquere the ol o7l 29
ORE OF RIS (':"‘_-’i, ara P n‘;.‘,,\ STVENE e Mmofl quick 4id

“ pievcing 1 ever bebeld.” 1Itis certain, that HomEer

oained, than loft vigour by his years. Twenty

1 !
s TE T e
s ratney

fix centuries have not unbraced his nerves, or given one
wrinkle to his brow: and although Guirriver has
beftowed upon hin t}*._-: ad uzto‘,ul ornament of fine

eyes; yet I am aptto think they e figure of this
1 13 L, . -1 byt
aivine 0id man ieis awrul n giad that ne
. g2 o favs R T | 1F 1e
wanted his eye fight while 1t is impofiible,
yeug
14 f e ¥ o Hoas 3
not to conclude from the | ons of HomEr and

=
— - mEoard
more 1., J.’".;L-»

MiLTon, that the Miad's e
diicerning, when it is notinterrupted by external objeéts.
It is an old obfervation, that Homer has nounfhed

more perfons than Syirra, ‘CEsar, and AvucusTus;

- %51 o Bty g R et =EITY Yot =
and while their piftures have decayed, not a letter of

the Tliad has been loft. The Grecian poet not f}f;-‘
preferves his original form, but breathes freely, and
looksbeautiful in other languages : - a happier metempfy

chofis than PyTuacoras ever dreamt of. However,
if Homer was abfolutely obliged to wear the different
dreffes, which have be
times, I believe
and confined: and would prefer his own fimple attire
even to the birth day {uit, which our Englifh bard has
given him. The commentators have done lefs honour
to Homexr than the tranflators.  Some of thefe learned
pedants have entirely walted their obfervations upon

en given to him, he would fome-

e, find the motion of his limbs uneafy

particles and words ; others have run into 2 minute ex-

altpnels
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actnefs, in comparing the propriety of his images : while

others again, have endeavoured to trace out from the
Iliad and Odyfley, all the rudiments of arts and fcien-
ces, Some there are, who dwell on fucl I NArTOW CIrcum-
ftances, aswere negleted by HomEer, and can only be
fuitableto their own confined genins. They arenot able

to purfue him in his {ublime flights, and attempt therefore,
to bring him upen a level with themfelves. Their low
mechanical notions remind me of an abfurd problem
propofed by the famous Monfieur Hugr, whether the
Tliad might not be written upon vellum in fo fmall a
hand, that the whole minﬂt be contained within a nut-
fhell ? This important queftion is.faid to have engaged

the thoughts aud attention of the French court, and

oives us a true picture of 2 Igborious, taftelels critic upen

HomEr. The Dauphin, and his train, are for putting

the Ihad into a nutfbell, when ALexanper, and his

courtiers, chofe the richeft, and moft curious cabiret of
Darivs, as the only proper repofitory for HoMmEgR's
works. ;

o

a 1 A oY TV Ap 1
}—’ MER anG ARISTOTLE WEre as ,.l_,d L(‘ as PC-{G[.)I
in their charadiers: but Dr. SwirT has placed them j

together, c:hicﬂj: with a view of thewing their commen- \
that juft and ridiculous light, in which thole
ought to appear. W Lc—h an_age i3 blefled
with the produdtions of an uncommon genius, fuch as
refembles Homer, itmufl, in fome meafure, be punifh-

R o e L T o S s Tl A e B - -
r i):‘.u‘ ITHations and conunents ; 1n thc {ame man-

‘ou may have obferved the fun by its heat

ana 1nnucnce J-'.n]".'___{ Vapolll's, and animatng infed
1
I
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that infect and perhaps corrupt. the- air, in which he
fhines with fo much luftre. Bat, when an original ad-

(5]

mired author, as ArisToTLE, is really erroneous, and
deceives with falfe {pecious principles, what a train of
eirors muit arife from commentators on fuch fubjeds,
who, while they endeavour to purfue and extend a plea-
ing enchanted profpe, that has no real foundation,
deviate into a dark, difagreeable road of briers and
thorns ?

It is on this account that the Dean has wtroduced
ARISTOTLE in company with Homer, The defcrip-
tion of that philofopher is fine, and in a few words re-
prelents the true nature of his works,  FHe Slooped

C much, and made nfe of a Bafr.  His wifuze wvas mearre
3 " g »
(41

bis hair lank and thin, and bis woice hollsw.” By not

' .

having the immortal fpirit of Homzer, he was

1.1
LR % I fe 3
5 unanie

0 keep his body eret: and the faff which weakly
' ‘fupported him, like his commentators, made this defeét
more confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufeful quali-
! A e s
| ties, but thefe real ornaments, like his hair, were thin
' and unpraceful.  His ftyle was harfh, and, like his
; voice, had neither force nor harmony. He was with-
'1 out doubt a man of great genius and penetration, but
he did infinitely more prejudice than {ervice to real
literature.  He ftudied words more than fadts, and de-

livered his philofophy perplexed with fuch intricate
| P P i - .
0gical terms, as have laid a foundation for the endlefs

*¢ the progrefs of learning. He waged war with all
s predecefiors. He never

icholaftic difputations, which have corrupted and retard-

quotes an author, except

WLl
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with a view to refute his opinion. Like the ‘Ottoman
Emperor, he could not reign in fafety, till he had firlt
deftroyed his brethren. He was as ambnious in {cience,
as his pupil ALExanNDER was in arms. He aimed to be
a deflpotic original : and not only to be the Prince, but
the Tyrant of philofophy. What then can be expeét-
ed from the commentators of his works, who were
devoid of  his ingenuity, and poflefled of zll his intri-
cate follies? Ramus with his covert ignorance, and
Scotus and AQuinas with their fubdivifions, and ima-
ginary nothings, muft make a contemptible figure
the Elyfian fields, which are the fuppofed manfions of
chearfulnefs, truth, and candour, and confequently
muft be a very improper fituation for that tribe of phi-

lofophers.
““ I then defired, {ays GuLLIVER, that DEsSCARTES

¢« and (GASSENDI1 might be called up:  awith awhom 1

** prevailed to explain their [iflems fo ARISTOTLE. This

L™

great philofopher freely am;-;aqc,fggoed bis gwwn miflakes

& tnnatur bez’pésm,ma 5zu.zﬁ we proceea ed in many ,f};mg,

“ apon conjediure, as all men muft do ; and be found that
*“ GasseENDL, wha had made the do&rine of EPICURUS
““ as palatable as be could, and the wortices of DEsCAR-
““ TEs, aere equally to be exploded.” 1 believe you will

find, my dear HamirTon, that Aristorre is ftill to
be preferred to Eprcurvus. The former made fome
ufeful experiments and dncovcries, and was engaged in
a real purfuit of knowledge, although his mannet is
much perplexed. * The latter was full of vanity and
ambition.  He was an impoftor, and only aimed at

de-

N ———
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deceiving. He feemed not to believe the principles
which he has ﬂﬂertt:d. He commutte Ll he government

=

of all thi ings to chance. His natural _-t:],".'.-.,.;.,g:ljf 15 ab-

furd. Hismoral 1.:-.11;010131}}-' wants its proper bafis, the fear

of God. Monfieur BayL e, oneof hiswarmeft advocates,
is of this laft opinion, where he fays, * On ze fcaurait pas
‘* dire affez de bien de P bonnetett de fes meeurs, ni affex de

- : | Tre .
 mal de fes op: intons fur la religion.” His "-*enerﬂ MAXIN,

'8 |

that happinefs confifted 1n }.lu.l{urc was too much un-
| suarded, and muft Jay a foundation of a molt deftructive

11t

praice : although from his temper and conftitation,
he made his actions {fufficiently ‘pmmunmw to himielf;

and agreeable to the mjc of true philofophy: His
fortune exempted him from care and follicitude. His
l valetudinarian habit of body from intemperance. He
| pafled the greateft part of his time.in his garden, where
l he enjoyed all the elegant amufements of life. There
: he ftudied. There he taught his philofophy. This

! particular happy fituation greatly contributed to that

tranquility of mind, :,mri indolence of body which he
i made his chief ends. ¢ had not however refolution
{fufficient to meet the E'l;.dll'l. ml;ro yches of death, and
wanted that conflancy which Sir Wirriam TEMPLE
-' aferibes to him - for in hislaft moments, when he found

that his condition was defperate, he took fuch large

draughts of wine, that he was abfolutely intoxicated
llt.. deprived of his { {enfes ; fo that he died ‘more like

a bacchanal, than a philofopher: to which the epigram
alludes,

! § Hint




14 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
Hine Stygias ebrius haufit aguas,

I fhould not have ventured into this criticifm and
cenfure upon thefe antient philofophers, not even to
you, my deareft Ham, if my opinion was not in 2
great meafure fupported by Lord Bacow, who, as he
was certainly the moft accurate judge of this fubje,
might be perhaps, from that pre-eminence, . too fevere
a critic. . It moft be owned, that Ericurus in patti-
cular has many followers and admirers among the an-
tients, and among the moderns. Circero commends
him for cultivating his friendthips in the moft exquifite
manner. The book Iyes open before me, and I will
tran(cribe the words, De gud [amicitid] Errcurus giti-
dem ita dicit ommium rerum. guas ad beatd wivendun Ja
tientia comparaverity nihil effe majus - amicitid, nibil ubk-
riusy, mibil jucundius, - ‘neque wers hoc oratione Solum, Jed
multo magis vita et Jallisy et moribus comprobawvit. Dio-
GENES LAERTIUs praifes his virtue and learning.  In
the Auguftan age the greateft names are inferted among
his followers. Czmsar, Arricus, Mgcznas, Lu-
CRETIUS, VirciL, and Horack embraced his phile-
fophy, and gave a luftre :0 his fe&, and do&rines.
Sir Wirriam TeEmpLE {ays, “ that he wonders, awhy
¢ fuch jbarp invefives avere Jo generally made againf
“ Ericurus, by the ages that folloxved him: efpecially
 as bis admirable avit, Selicity of expreffion, excellence
“ of nature, fueetnefs of converjation, temperance of life,
Y and conflancy of death, made him Jo much beloved by

¢ Lis
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“ )his friends, admired by bis fibolars, and hbonoured by

“ phe Athenians.”’' Sir WiLLIaM TEMPLE imputta this

injultice “ zo the envy, and malignity of the Stvics, and
i ito fome orofs pretenders, avho affumed the denomination
. 3k ’ 14

 of ‘that Jelt : avbo m&-‘?amf' bis Javourite principle”

(THAT ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE) “ &y
““ confining it to fenfual pleafure only. To thefe fucceeded
“ the Chrifiians, awhbo effcemed bis principles of natural
“ philofaphy more oppofite to thafe of our religion than either

“the Platonifls, the Peripatetics, or even the Stoics them-
“ felves,” 'This is the opinion, and thefe are almoft
the exa& words of the great Sir Wirr1Am TEMPLE.
Swirr .equally explodes Ericurus, and the more
modern philofophers DescarTEes and Gassenpi.
DescarTEs was a knight errant in philofophy, per-
petually - miftaking windmills for giants ; yet by the
ftrength of a warm imagination he ftarted fome opini-

ons; which probably put Sir Isaac Newron, and
others, ‘on making many experiments that produced
moft ufeful difcoveries.

Gassewpr was efteemed one of the greateft orna-
ments of France. He wasa doftor of divinity, and

i royal profeflor of mathematics.  He was born in Pro-

wence in' 1592, and died in 1655. With great induftry
he colleéted whatever related to the perfon, and to the
philofophy of Errcurus, thelatter of which, he has
Teduced into a compleat {yftem

I have now, my Hawmivrtow, curforily gone tho-

| mough the charaflers of fuch ghofts, as-are nominally

) §% fpecified
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fpecified by Gurriver. I may be wrong either in my

[

account, or in my obfervations : and I ”1'11-1 rejoice
to be confuted by you inany point of learn iing what-
EVeET.

The defcription of the STrRULDBRUGGS, in the tenth
chapter, is an inftrulive piece of morality : for, if we
confider it in a ferious light, it tends to reconcile us to
our final diffolution. Death, when fet in contraft to
the im*‘no;'m}itv of the STrRuLDERUGGS, Is no longer
the King of Terrors : he lofes his fting : he appedrs to
us ds a fi'itndz and we che arfully obey his fummons,
becaufe it brings certain relief to the oreateft miferiés.
It is in this defeription, that Swirrt fhines in a parti

cular manner. He probably felt in himfelf the effects

of approaching age, and tacitly dreaded that period
of life, inwhich he micht beeo ] SR e
of life, i which he might become a Jeprc:ﬂ;; tative of
= . I - ~
thole wiferable immortals. His apprehenfions were un-
fi}‘.".‘tiﬂ.’".f::]}” fulfilled. He lived to be the > moit melan-
=1 A By ) ..1
holy iight that was ever beheld : yet, even in thatcon-
aition, he continued to infln b

; uct, by appearing- a pro-
1 1.5 :e. i -"..' YAl e wy ....__"\. e - o= by q = » -
!-'JI-:L.!}E_.L] l.-‘lj__c...'-l'\...'\., Lk) ]_I_,':-_‘].L.i-'r LhL: V ;.LE.}'L_':,.'rn ‘\\HJL‘I}_ 15 tG:’

apt to arile in the human breaft,

Our life cannot hf’

pronounced happy, till the laft {cene is clofed with ez

and refignation : the mind ;Lil continuine to p}'r.:,{u'\’c
fo] J
1-"“ p : o 31 o . 1
its ufual dignity, and fallin ng into the arms of death,
as a wearled traveller ﬁu?;n into reft.  This 1s that Eu-

which Anto-

e ' 2 T e g o2 R i, Py . s
“INUs Prus enjoyed, and for which every wife man will

1}1‘:‘.':'.
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prefentation which of human nature,

I the mind of the reader

muft terrify, and ev

who views it. His {allies of wit and humonr lofe all

their forcz, nothing remaining but a
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We are compofed of a mind, and of.a body, in-
timately united; and mutually affeting each other,
Their operations indeed are entirely different,  Whe-
ther the immortal {pirit, that enlivens this fine ma-

1perior nature in various bo-

clune, is originally of a
dies (which, I own, feems moft confiftent and agree-
able to the fcale and order of beings) or, whether the
difference depends on a {fymmetry, or peculiar ftructure
of the organs combined with it, is beyond my reach
to determine. It is evidently certain, that the body
is curioufly formed with proper organs to delight, and
fuch as are adapted to all the neceflary ufes of life,
The {pirit animates the whole ; it guides the natura
appetites, and confines them within juft Limits. Buf,
the natural force of this {pirit is often. immerfed in
matter; and the mind becomes fubfervient to paffions,
which it ought to governand dire&. Your friend Ho-
rAcE, although of the Epicurean do&trine, acknow-

Jedges this truth, where he fays,

_/i'fg;:ré'_.e:zﬁ:g':'f hburio divine particulam anre,

It 15 no lefs evidenty that this immortal fpirit has an

independent power of adting, and, when cultivated in

2 proper manner, feemingly quits the corporeal frame
within which it is imprifoned, and foars inte higher,

and more fpacious regions ; where, with an energy,
which I had almoft faid was divine, it ranges among
thofe heavenly bodies, that, in this lower world, are
fcarce vifible to our eyes; and we can at once explain
the diftance, magnitude, and velocity of the pL?;ruat:;f

and
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and -can foretel, even to a degree of minutenefs, the
patticular time ‘when a comet will return, and when

the' fta will'be eclipfed in’ the next century. - ‘Thefe
powers certainly evince the dignity of human natare

and the furprifing effetts of the immaterial’ {pirit w 1t11-
in ‘us, which, in-fo confined a flate, can thys d#f-
engage itlelf from the fetters of matter. It 3 from
this pPe—eminence of the foul over the body, that we
are enabled to view the exat order, and curious va-
riety of different beings; to confider, and cultivate
the natural PIOdL"&‘lOH% of the earth; and to admire;
and imitate the wife benevolence which reigns through-
out the whole {yftem of the univerfe. It is from hence,
that we form moral laws for eur conduét., From

hence, we dehght in copvnm that great original, “who,
in his'effence, is utterly incomp: enr;vﬁulc but, in his
influence, 1s powerfully a
his creation. From hence too, we perceive a real

pparent to every degree of

4

beal’t‘\. in virtue, and a diftinQion between good and
2 o

evil. Virtue alts with the utmoft generofity, and with

no view to her own advantage: while vice, like a
glutton, feeds herfelf enormoufly, and then is willing
o difgorge the naufeous offals of her feaft. But I
fhall wander too far, efpecially as I flatter myfelf, that
your mind is fo good, and fo vr!?ﬁ‘--"m.aulcf,u, that you
will more eafily feel, than I can illuftrate, the truth
of thefe aflertions.

Swier deduces his obfervations from wrong prin-

ciples:; for, in his land of Houyhnbnms, he confiders
the foul and body in their moft degenerate, and un-

I4 culti-
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cultivated fiate s the former as a flave to the appetites
of the latter. - He feems infenfible of the furprifing
mechanifm, and beauty of every part of the human
compofition. - He forgets the fine defcription which
Ovip gives of mankind.

. . T i T r " "
k Os f—'c*;f;‘,-':m ﬁe‘.ﬁ'é me aedil, cgelumigque el

[ o R - - ~ 'y T =
Julfits et ercélos ad V/;.c?r.‘nz tollere wulius.

in Pamtlrn’ Yanoos he becomes one himfelf. Nar
1s the picture, which he draws of the Houpbninms, in-
viting or amufing, It wants both light and fhade to
adorn it. It is cold and infipid. We there view the

e inftin@s of brutes, unaflifted by any knowledge
pt  letters, alting within their own narrow {phere,
merely for their immediate prefervation. They are
h‘-mpt‘-bie of doing wrong, therefore they at right.

it 1s furely a very low charaer given to creatures, i

whom the author would inﬁ;n‘"*u. fome degree of rea-

fon, that they vhen they have nei-

ther the motive nor the power to aét otherwife, Theit

\-'izt:(zr__; qualities are only negative T Tlimiu.
| o [ ]

amidit all his wrony, muft have confefled, that to mo-
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ferate our PrlﬁLCl"“\n to -extend our mauahincence 10

others, to enlarge our underftanding, and to raife our

idea of the .-";hnf-:_.ﬂzt'; by contemplating his works, 15

not only the bufinefs, but often the pradice, and the
« A

ftudy of the human mind. It is too certain, that no
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one mdividual nas ever PCiit'iJ.df.'_ CVEry qua
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and excellence: however fuch an :‘;i_u:.'ﬂ..l)ifls’-*{;‘ of dif-

-
2

ferent virtues, may fall be colleéted ¢
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fons,-as are {ufficient to place the dignity of human
nature in an amiable, and exalted ftation. We f;‘»ﬂﬁ:

lament indeed the many inftances of thofe who dege-
nerate, or go aftray from the end and intention of

their being. The true fource of this depravity is of-

en o‘.l.fin...-ﬁ' to the want of education, to the falfe indul-

- r 1 1 ~ ;

gence of parents, or to fome other bad caufes, which
1 1 o P e A

are conftantly prevalent in every nation. of
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of this romance : but the voyage to the
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§ a real infult upon mankind.
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I am heartily tired of this laft t of GurrLivee’s
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travels, and am glad, that, having exhaufted all my

03 all

obfervations on this difagreeable fubje@, I may finifl
my- letter ; efpecially as '.,-*.-3 conclufion of it naturally
turns -y thoughts from' Yauoos, to one of the deareft

‘-'p.—-".r-.--w.-- T have noon earih. vontielf - +0 vwhooy T oo
]-k- AgC5 L Nave Hpon H,_l.u., youriely : to whiom i am L &
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HAT is to be done, my Hamirtow, with the

fourth volume of Swirt’s works? How canl

amufe you with any remarks from a colle&ion of tradts,
not only upon exceeding grave fubjeds, but entirely
velative to the kingdom of ZFreland ? not only local,
but temporary ? In the beginning of the volume isa
pamphlet entitled 4 Letter from a Member of the Houfe
of Commons in Ireland, to a Member of the Houfe of
Commons in England, concerning the Sacramental Teffy
aoritten in the year 1708: and it is preceded by an ex-
planatory advertifement, that was cither difated, or
firiftly revifed by the Dean himfelf. He held the dif-
fenters in the utmoft degree of ridicule and deteftation,
¥ehad an opennefs in his' difpofition, and a franknefs
m-his condué, that bore an abhorrence to all kind of
referve : even to difcretion. Solemnitics and outward
forms were defpifed by him. His humorous difpofi-
tion tempted him to ations inconfiftent with the dig-
nity of a clergyman: and fuch f ights drew upon him
the general character of an irreligious man, I remem-
ber to have heard a ftory of him that fully fhews how
httle he regarded certain ceremonies,which ought always
to be obferved with refpe@, Soon after he had been
: made




left Dr. Ravmono behind him in the middle of it
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made Dean of St. Parrick’, he was loitering one
Sunday in the afternoon at the houfe of Dr. Ray-
MOND" (with whom -he had:dined) at Trim; a littde
town near Dublin, of which the Doftor was vicar.
The bell had runc: the parithioners were aembled
for evening prayers: and Dr. Ravymonp was prepar-
ing to go to the church, which was fcarce two hundred
yards: from his houfe. “ Ravywmownp, faid the Demmn,
“I'll lay you a crown I will begin prayers before you
“ithis ) afternoon.” . “ I accept thie wager,” replied
Dr.-Raymoxp : and immediately they both ran as
faft as they could towards the church. : Raywmownp,
who was much the nimbler man of the two, arived
firft at the door: and when he entered the church,
walked decently towards the reading detk. Swirr
never {lackened his pace, but, running up the ifle,

)

and ftepping into the reading defk, without putting on
a furplice, or opening the prayer-book, began the li-
turgy in an audible voice, and continued to repeat the
fervice fufficiently Jong to win his wager. ‘T'o fuch a
difpofition it is impoffible that the gravity of noncon-
formifts could be agreeable. The diflike was mutaal
on both fides. Dr. Swirr hated all fanatics: all fa-
natics hated Dr. Swirr. The pamphlet, which now
lies before me, is particularly written againft repealing
the teft aff: and whoever confiders himfelf related to
the kingdom of Ireland, will find in it fome arguments
of weight and confideration, in cafe any fuch repeal
{hould ever be attempted there.

2 L |




w T T T B

34 . REMARKS ON THE LIFE

I cannot he Tp p()d‘ll.lﬂf‘" out to you, one particular
piecé of fatyr, that is entirely in Swirt’s own ftyle

and manner. In the fourth page, he exprefies hims

‘ﬁ,lf thus. “ Oneo

¢ ing him”" The fellow that avas pilloried was Da-
%11 DEeros, whofe name Swirr well knew and re-
membered , but the circu nﬂa“-"‘ of ‘the pillory was to
be introdu cui and the manner of introducing it, fhews
niceft to uches of fatyr, and carriesall
onation, and contempt.  The
T, like the bite of the rattle-
themielves more yvenomouily dan-

v.-'r.)L'.m.:; ('?.:I 4 common 'f—L:]'if'L'i]t.
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anufallure in chothes, and furniture of houfes, S

utterly and renouncing every thing wearable
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In a i"c,-j mer letter ve told vou, that,
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a Letter VI.
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the chafm to be filled up? I imagine, by GULLIVER’S
travels, Such a work muft, in all likelihood, have en-
groffed his leifure, during-five or fix vears.  When that

was finifhed, he found an op\.mi‘f; to luLlLﬂ““ his love

of politics, and to commence a patriot for reland:  and

he made ufe of the opportunity, by cnc"“qﬁmr the na-

toral jealonfy which the lefier ifland LOTlﬂ;lLL‘l y enters
tains of the greater.. His #reatife, or praopefal, imme-
diately raifed a very violent flame. The printer was
| profecuted: ‘and the profecution had the fame effe

e
which g'e?“*‘-‘:ﬂly attends thofe kind of mealures: it

added fuel to the Rame, But his greateft enemies muf
confefs; that the pamphlet is written in the ftyle of a

_ man, who had the cood of his country neareft his heart,
‘ l hr) faw hererrors; and wifhed to correct them ; who
her “oppreflions, and withed to relieve t’]l['lﬂ; and

t o _ PR R e
| wiio had ‘a defire to rounc

1 awaken an indolent na

‘ tion from a lethargic'difpofition, that might prove .‘i‘:ltal_
to her conftitution.

To the propofal, in favour of the Ivifh ma nufa&tures

fuccee s Some Argument. fag: z-"f; entarging the Power of

| Bifhops in letting of Leajes; - This is too ferious-a pam-

phletfor your perufal, nor fhall I defain you with any

farther account of it_, '::1 an to fay, that it is intermixt

with thofe mafterly firokes of irony, which fo often ap-

Pear in Swirt’s 1\-‘01'-'::3.

But the general fubject of ‘the pamphlet Teads me tor
an~1la0 : P : r
recollect a circomftance much to the Dean’s honour.

3 .
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be induced to take fines for any of the
He always chofe to raife
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Uppreiive to tae prelent tenant, and
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moft advantageous to all future tenants and landlords.
ije conftantly refufed to give charity out of the chapter
funds, which he alledged were {carce fuflicient to main-
tain the neceffary repairs of the cathedral. I have al-
teady told you #, that, among his prebendaries, the o
Decani was the vaox De:.

We are now come to T'ug Draprier’s Lesters, thofe
brazen mom:muute: of his fame. They were written in
the year 1724 I have 1.,._1d {0 much in one of my for-
mer 1uttm‘5‘~ of the caufle which gave rife to them, and
of the efect which they had upon the nation, thatl
need {ay no more in this place, than to recommend
them to.your perufal, for the ftyle and condutk of their
manner : but, left they may appear too grave 1o fo
young 2 man, and one who is fo little mteieiud in the
prefent, and much lefs in the paft affairs of Ireland, you
will find a paper at the end of them' that will excite
your tifibility, or I am miftaken. = It is entitled, # fult
aud true account of the folemn proceffion to the Galioavs-at

the executionof Wirviast Woon, Efg; and bard-avare--

man®. The author makes the fe ht,ﬂ artificers attend
Wirriam Woob (reprefented by a log of timber) to the
gallows, and each tradefman exprefles his refentmentin
the terms of his proper calling, ¢ ke Coox awill
¢ uasTe bimt. The BOOKSELLER awil/ TURN OVER A
¢ Npw LEAT avith bim. The Tayvor euil fit 1808
¢ sgirts;” and fo on, through a number of people

a See Letter V.
b Tetter VI,
© Page 233,

Qf-
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of different conditions.  Then follows the proceflion,

moft humouroufly defcribed. ‘The whole s 2 piece of

ndicule: too powerful for the ftrongeft gravity to with-

- flands

, The next tra& is; A fBort wieaw of the flate of Ireland,
: Written in the year 17272, Of this I need take little
notice, fince the prefent ftate of Zreland is, ‘in general,
as flourithing as poflible. Agriculture is cultivated : arté
and {ciences are encouraged : and in the fpace of eigh-
teen years, which is almoft the full time that [ have known

it,no kingdom canbe more improved, Ireland, in relation

of England, maybe compared to a younger fiffer lately
come of age, after having fuffered all the miferies of
an injured minor; fuch as law f{uits, encroachments
upon her property, violation of her rights, deftruion
0f her tenants, and every evil that can be named. At
length, time, and her own noble {pirit of induftry, have
entirely - relieved her, and, fome little ls.c;‘.rt-buming-s
. excepted, flie enjoys the quiet pofieflion of a very ample

fortune, - fubje, by way of acknowledgement, to cer-

tain quit rents, payable to the clder branch of her
| houfe :  and let me add by experience, that toke ber off
| in afl; fhe cannot have a greater fortune than fhe
" deferves,

I {hall not make any comments upon Ax Anfer fs
a Paper called A Menorial of tioe poor Inbabitants, Tradef-
‘ meny and Labourers of the Kingdom of Irelund, wwritten

i the year 1728° The pamphlet which comes next in

a
b

Page 240.
Pa;c 251,
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0‘:5_;::' of faccefion, is written with Swira’s ufual pecs

Harity of huniour. The title of itis, A medef Lropofal
or’ preventing the Children . of Poor. Peaple in Ireland,

ji‘:}m being a burden to their Parents or Country; _aud for

making thers beneficial. to the ;.”.'z.f?n;s, auritien in the year

- 1- - 5+ 1 »
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guality.
'1";., windication of bis Excellency Joun Lord CARTE-

RET from ibe nfw:rga ; uring none but Tories, High-

is a:z;t:';cn,»' humorous, and

-
5 : T - - - g
fol think are all the remammng ~amphlets 1 this VO-
[ o R i
B ; = e Sl 3 7
lume. Butthe titled, TheSpeech and aying
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circumftances, that it would almoit deceive, thc 4115-311—
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leted my fions upon tae

ik XL .-E_in..d.\.lt\;;--au
4

four frft volames of f Swrrr’s works ; the laft of which
contains abundance of iromical wit, 1 founded upon the
bafis of reafon and good fenfe. But, 1 had almoft for-

wot. that. at the latter end of the volume, therearc

2 Page 262.
- LA AEAT et 4 o o e o
b Paoe 27c. Written in the year 1730,
A = il_j F, {
¢ Page 303.
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three copies of verfes, two of which are addreffed to
the Dean, and the third is his anfwer: the firft bemg
my property, may ferve to conclude this letter. - It was
occafioned by an annual cuftom, which I found purfued
among his friends, of making him a prefent on his
birth-day. As he had admitted me of that number, I
fent him a paper-book, finely bound, in the firft leaf of
which, I wrote the following lines.

Dublin, Nowember 30, 1732.

O thee, dear SwirT, thefe {potlefs leaves I fend ;
Small 1s the prefent, but fincere the friend,
Think not {o poor a book below thy care,
Who knows the price that thou canft make it bear?
Tho’ tawdry now, and like T'yRILLA’s face,
The fpecious front fhines out with borrow'd grace :
Tho' pafte-boards glittering like a tinfel'd coat,
A rafa tabula within denote ;
Yetif a venal and corrupted age,
And modern vices fhould provoke thy rage;
If warn'd once more by their impending fate,
A finking country and an injur'd ftate,
Thy great affiftance thould again demand,
And call forth reafon to defend the land ;
Then fhall we view thefe fheets with glad furprize,
I‘:‘:i'pir’d with thought, and {peaking to our eyes :
Each vacant fpace fhall then, enrich'd, difpenfe
rrm: force of eloquence, and nervous {fenfe;
Inform the judgement, animate the heart,
And facred rules of policy unpart,

K The
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'T'he {fpangled covering, bright with fplendid ore,
Shalt cheat the fight with empty fhew no more;
But lead us inward to thofe golden mines,
Where all thy foul in native luftre fhines,

So when the eye furveys fome lovely fair,

With bloom of beauty, grac’d with fhape and air; , .
How is the rapture heighten'd, when we find |
Her form excell’d by her eeleftial mind,

ORRERY,
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Have already told you, my dear Hawum, that the

four firlt volames of Swirt’s works wete publifhed
together, aud pafled immediately under his own in-
{pe@tion. Not long afterwards came out two additional
volumes, both which were fupervifed and correted
by the author.

The Condult of the Allies begins the fifth volume. 1
imagine that the Publi/ber’s Preface was compoled by the
Dean himfelf, but affeftedly written in a bad ftyle. .
The laft paragraph makes me fufpedt his hand. « &
% 45 plainly feen, faysthe Publither, that a [pirit of liberty
“ isdiffufed through all thefe writings, and that the autbor
- is an enemy to tyranny and oppreffion in any fhape awbat-
% pwer” 'This is the charafter at which SwiFT
aimed, and this is the chara&ter which indeed he
deferved.

- Throughout the courfe of thefe letters, I have
frecly pointed out to you all his faults, but I beg you
to remembet, that with all thofe faults, he was above
corruption. A virtue in itfelf {ufficient to.cover a mul-
titude of human failings, fince from that virtue alone
can flow profperity to the commonwealth,

The conduc? of the Allies was written in the year 1712,
and it is preparatory to -the peace, which the minifters

K 2 were
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were then concerting, and which was afterwards per-
fected at Utrecht. - It begins by reflexions on war in
general, and then particularly mentions the feveral
civil wars in our kingdom. When I am reading
treatifes of this fort, Icannot help pitying my unhappy
country, torn to pieces by her own fons. A wretched
mother -of vultures,  for whom, like Tiryus, fhe
produces new entrails only to be devoured.

The papers called the Examiners, at leaft thofe of
which Dr. SwirT is the author, fill up the reft of the
volume. They begin in Newember 1710, and they are
carried down to the end of Fu/y 1711.  They are writ-
ten in defenice of the new adminiftration, and the par-
ticular revolutions at court which had introduced the
Earl of Oxrorp, and had difplaced the earl of Gopol-
pHIN and his friends.

. Many of SwirT’s Examiners are perfonally aimed at
the General®*. In a free country, the power of a
general is always to be feared, 'T'he greaterhis military
capacity, or the more {uccefsful his arms, inthe greater
danger are the liberties of thé people. On this maxim
SwiFT proceeded; and while he was writing in defence
of the commonywealth, he had an opportunity of giving
a loofe to his own feverity, of which he houfe of
Pride, and f{everal other allegorical eflays are very
{pirited examples.

But Tam fettered in my animadverfions on thefe pa-
pers.  The prefent times, and the honour which I bear

* The Duke of MARLBOROUGH.

{9
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to many noble families, defcended from perfons mention-

ed in the Examiners, make me willing to take as flight

=

notice as pofiible even of the wittieft paffages in thofe
papers, becaufe many of thofe paflages arife from per-
fonal refleftions, or party farcafms. In. general, the
feveral points relating to the national debt (alas! how
encreafed fince the year feventeen hundred and ten) the
too long continuance of the war, and other public
topics of complaint are melancholy . truths, juftly

becoming the pen of a man who loves his country.
Within thefe laft forty years, the political treatifes
have been {o numerous, fo various, fo local, and fo
temporary, that each new pamphlet has {ucceeded its
predeceflor, like a youthful fon to an antient father

amidft a multiplicity of followers, admirers, and de-
pendants, whilft- the antiquated Sire having frasted

mzr’f _ﬁwfm‘;f bis bour upan the j.-"aga, is beard no more, but

lies filent, and atmoft entirely forgotten, except by a
few -friends and cotemporaries, who accidentally re-
member fome of his juft obfervations, or prophetical
aphorifms, which they have lived to fee accomplifhed.
Thus has it fared even in my time, with the Ex-
AMINERS, the FreenoiLpgrs, and the Crarrsman:
| and the {ame fate will attend moft writings of that
{ort, which being framed to ferve particular views, fulfill
‘ the purport of their creation, and then perith: while
works of a more liberal and diffufive kind are acceptable
to all perfons, and all times; and may affume to

themfelves, a certain profpe&t of furviving to the lateft
pofterity.

K 3 But
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But my deareft HaminTox, when you enter into the
commerce of life, youwill be obliged, in your own de-
fence, to look into every thing that has been written
upon political fubje@ts. In England, a man cannot keep
up a converfation without being well verfed in politics.
In whatever other point of learning he may be deficient,
he certainly muft not appear fuperficial in ftate affairs.
He muft chufe his party; and he” muft ftick to the
choice.  Non rewocare gradum muft be his motto; and
Heaven forgive you, my dear fon, if the gradus now and
_ then enforces you to a&t againftfelf conviction.

If party, and the confequences of it had arifen to that
heighth among the Romans and Grecians, as it has
arifen of late years among the Englifh, their poets
would probably have added Jer to the three furies,
and would have placed her in hell, as a fit companion
for T'ysiprone, MEGARA, and ALECTO, from whence,
according to their defcription, fhe might have made
excurfions upon earth, only with an intention to deftroy,
confound, miflead, and difunite mankind.

Tt is true, that all countries have their parties and
their faflions. But there is a certain contagious dif-
temper of this fort, fo peculiar to the Britifh iflands,
that, I believe, itis unknown to every other part of the
world. It encreafes our natural gloom, and it makes
us {o averfe to each other, that it keeps men of the beft
morals, and moft focial inclinations, in one continued
ftate of warfare and eppofition. Muft not the {ource
-of this malady arife rather from the heart, than from

4 tng
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the head ? from the different operations of our paflions,
than of our reafon ?

Furorne cacus, an rapit vis acrior,

An culpa ?

SwiFT, a man of violent paflions, was, in confe-
quence of thofe paflions, violent in his party : but as
his capacity and genius were {o extraordinary and ex-
tenfive, even his party writings carry with them dignity -
and inftruion : and in that light T wifh youto read #be
Examiners; where you will find a nervous ftyle, a clear

diftion, and great knowledge of the true landed intereft
of Eﬂgfmm’.

i am,

My_dear. HamirTox,
Vour ever affeftionate Father,

ORRERY,

K 4 L E -
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LETILTER SVIEE

U CH a confufion, fuch 2 mixture of yerfe,
profe, politics, - letters, fimiles, wit, trifles, and
polite converfation, are thrown into the fixth volume,
that I know not in what manner to treat it, or what
particular part to recommend t6 yout perufal. The
poetry, the fimiles, and the trifles are not worth ysur
attention. Of the letters, the two from the earl of
PeTErBoROUGH to Mr. Pore are fhort, but excellent
in their kind. The othets, I mean thofe cf the Dean,
and of Mr. Pore, have much lefs merit, or at leaft are
much lefs agreeable. Lord PeTerBorovcH’s wit is
eafy and unaffe@ted.  Atthe time when he wrote thofe
two letters, he had hung up his helmet, and his buck-
ler, and was retired to his plough, and his wheel-
barrow, wearied of courts, and difgufted with ftatef-
men. He had made 2 moft confiderable figure in
his day. His charafter was amiable and uncommon.
His life was a continued {eries of wvariety. In his
public and private conduct he differed from moft men.
He had vifited all climates, but had ftaid in none.
He was a citizen of the world. He conquered and
maintained armies without meney. His aftions and ex-
preflions were peculiar to himfelf, He'was of a vivacity
{uperiour
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| fuperiﬂm' to all fatigue, and his courage was hcyund
i any conception of d;mgcr. He verified, in many in-

it

ftances, whatever has been {aid of romantic heroes.
He feems to have been fixed only in his friendfhips and

| moral principles. He had 2 true regard:-and ;iﬂl‘.‘uien
|_ for SwirTt and Pore. The Dean, in a fhort copy of
| .verfes #*, has deferibed him in a very particular man-
| net; but {fo juftly, that the four lait ftanzas will give a
moft perfe&t, and compleat idea of Lord Psteaso-

RoUGH'S perfon and military virtues,

W A skeleton in outward figure,

“ His meagre corps, though full of vigour,
“ Would halt behind him were it bigger.
“ So wonder m] his expe dition,

'11

When you have not the leaft fulpicion,
3 1 -5 Che
“ He's with you like an apparition.

“ Shines in all climates like a ftar,

“ In {enates bold, and fierce m war,

“ A land commander, and a tar.

“ Heroic¢ ations early bred in,

¢« Ne'er to be match'd in modern reading,
|
| “ But by his name-fake Cuaries of Sawedea.
| mevol kL. -Pact 222

The
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Fhe Publick Spirit of the Whigs is a pamphlet in an« ‘
fiver to the Crifis written by Sir Ricuarp STEELE, but
=contains {fuch acute fatyr againft the nobility of Scotland, |
Jw at in an advertifement printed before it, we are told, |
s 41 the Scotch lords thesn in London awent in a body o ‘

“ son Tuzm againft the author, and the confequence of that
o conplaint wwasa proclamation offering & reward of three
s« bordred pounds to difcover bim.” It was written in the
year 3712, by the confent, if not the encouragement of
the minifters of that =ra. In the ftyle and condué, itis
eme of the boldeft, as well as one of the moft mafterly
¢r2ts that SwieT everwrote. And I cannot help agamn
obhlerving, that on whatever topic he employs ﬁis pen,
she fubject which he treats of, is always fo excellently
managed, as to feem to have been the whole ftudy,
and :lppl-_l(ldt;ml of his life : fo that he appears, the
greateft mafter through a greater variety of materials,

than pcrh’lpﬁ have been difcuffed by any other author.
The Bifio of Salifbury [Dr. BurneT] is the next
gntagonift whom Swirt attacks in fingle combat. I ‘
|

can grve you no better idea of this work, than bj’
quotation from the tra@® itfelf, which is called, .
Prcface ta the Bifbop of Salifbury’s introduétion to the t}ﬂ;rd'
aolime of the Hiflory of the Reformation of the Charch of
England. Towards the latter end of the Pamphlet ¥
Swirt fays,
¢ EHowever he [Tur Bisuov) thanks Gop, hert

are many amor.g uswho fand in the breach » Thelieve thert |

L

* Page 8q,
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““may : it is'a BREACH of their own making, and they
“ defirn to come formward, and florm and plundery if
“they are not driven back. THEY MAKE THEM-
“SELVES A WALL FOR THEIR CHURCH AND
“country. A soutu wall, I fuppofe, for all the
“ Do fruit of the church and country to be nailed on.
“ Lét us examine this metaphore THE WALL OF OUR
CHURCH AND COUNTRY if built of thofe awbo love
the conflitution in both. Our domeflic enemies under-
mine fome parts of the WALL, and place themfelves in
 the BREACH ; andthentheycry, WE ARE THE WALL.
% We do not like Juch pateh-work s they build «with un-
“ tempered mortar ; uwor can they ever cement ailth us,
“Hill they get better matérials 3 and better aorkmen :
“ Gop keep us from having our BREACHES made up
“aith fuch rubbifb: THEY STAND UPON THE
 warcuToweRr ! They are indeed pragmatical enough
“to do fo 3 but who affigned them Yhat pofl, ta give us
“ falfe intelligence, to alarm us awith falfe dangers, and
“ fend us to defend one gate, while their accomplices are
i frrm.{’z}fg in at another ?# Tuey cry To Gop DAY
% AND NIGHT TO AVERT THE JUDGEMENT OF
“ POPERY, WHICH SEEMSTO HASTEN TOWARDS
“ ys, Then I afirm, they are hypocrites by day, and

 elihy dreamers by night. When they cry unto Hinm,
) YA £

“ Hy quill not bear them : for they cry out againft the

“ plainefi diates of their own confeience, reafon and be-

€ lief,

& Bus
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“ Butlaftly, THEY L1E IN THE bpusT, MOURK-
ING BEFORE Him. Hamg me if Ihelieve that, anlefs
it be figuratively [poken. But, fuppofe it to be true, why
“do THEY LIE IN THE pUST? becanfe they love i
raifz it ;5 for awbat do they mourn? awhy for powes,
wealth, and places. Therelet the enemies of the Dueen,
Monarchy, and the Church lie, and mourn, and lick the
“ Dust lite SERPENTS, ¥ill they are truly fenfible of
‘% their ingratitude, falfbood, difobedience, flander, blaf-
S phemy, fedition, and every evil awork.”

Imuft follow the fame method in forming your idea
of the next pamphlet, by a quotation eut of it, which
happens to be the firlt paragraph. “The title is, The

Lo 3

L 1

L 11

L 2=

e

e

'rifbyterians Plea of Merit in order to vake off the Tefl, im:
b osiipliv evamined bz d 1-,) prasm | I‘- e he - true
paritally examined ;! and the author egins 1 the - i

by

-

vein of wit and {pirit, by faying, ¢} haye been doldin
¢ the common newus papers, that all ariempits are te be mane
“ this feffions by the prefbyterians and their abettorsy for

(okiug off the tefl 3 as a kindof treparatery flep to ke
# it go down_finoother in England. For, if once TRER
the papifis, delighted wvith
« ghe blaxes <would all come i, and dance aboutit. . This i
< tqke to be a prudent methed, like that of a difcreet:phys
< ficsan, who firfl gives a neaw medicine foa deg, befor ke
& J@;—.gi‘r:':’;-r; itto A HUMAN CREATURE. 1 have qucted

this: fhort paflage for the fiyle, as well as the matter;

S 1AGHT WOWULD §0 SHINE,

and I dare fay, even from hence, you will be confim-
ed in one general oblervation, that’ Swirr maintains
and conduéts his metaphors and allufions; with a Juits

ncfs particalarly delicate and exa@®, and without theleaft
{tiffnels,

Sy
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ftiffine(s, or affe¢tation. In fome of my former letters,
L have mentioned in what degree of contempt and
hatred he held the diflenters, efpecially the prefby-
terians: and I reed only add, that as this. pamph-
let was written for. the meridian of Jrelaud, it ought
to have been placed with the other tralts on the
fame fubje&.

The fubfequent pamphlet is, Advice offered to the
Members of the Ofober Club. It was written in the

year 1711, and is fo applicable te that particular time,.

that I fhall not make any animadverfions upon it,
From political tralls, the true hiftory of Engload
is to be deduced : -and if foreigners were to enter
into that branch of reading, they might frame a
more diftinét notion of our legiflature, and of our
manners,~thans ftom more labéured, and conne&ed ac-
counts of our conftitution. In fuch a view, I am apt
to think; that, at firft fight, they muft behold us
2 'difunited, difcontented, and feemingly an unfteady
people : but I am certain, that, upon a more
minute difquifition, they muft find in us a fixed,
and, ' I may fay, an innate love of liberty, vari-
egated, and perhaps fometimes erroneous in its
progrefs, but conftant, and unwearied in the pur-
fuit of that glorious end. What people upon earth
¢an defire a more exalted, or a more diitinguifhed
chara@ter } To fpeak in the dialeét of the heathen
world, our errors are the errors of men, our principles
are the principles of gods,

The
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The other pieces in this volume, except The Remarks

on the Barrier Treaty, are not, in my mind, fufficiently”

fhrikifig'to” deferve much notice. Some of them are
the minutiffime of Swirt’s writings, which, I believe,
he would fcarce have publithed, fond as he was of {ee-
ing his works in print, if he had been in the full
vigour of his underftanding, or had confidered, that
thofe kind of trifles, which are weak as feathers, m
fupporting a feputation, are heavy as lead, in de«
Prcfﬁng it.

I am, my deareft Ham,

- g e o
Your maf affelionate Father,

ORRERY.
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HE feventh volume contains Swirt’s epiftolary
correfpondence, from the year 1714 10 the yesr
1737, and, as it is an acknowledged obfervation, tha

no part of an author's writings give a greater 1niigat
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into his natural difpofition than his letters, (efpecially
when written with freedom and fincerity) I {hall en-
deavour to point out to you, fuch circumitances ia
Swirr’s epiftles, and in the anfwers of his friends,
as may afford you materials to form your own conjec-
tures upon the different charadters not only of #be
Dean, but of his correfpondents. . From preceding let-
ters, you are probably become acquainted with Dr.
Swirr, but the manners and opinions of G i
fons with whom he correfponded, are in every zefpedt
fo blended with his own, as not to be eafily {eparated,
and in fuch a kind of united view, they will mutually
refleét light upon each other.

To a young man juft entering into the world as you
are, the fubje@ may prove of particulat importance,
as it may guide him not only in the choice of his cor-
re(pondents, but in his manner of wriung to them.

‘The freedom of the prefs is to be watched and de»
fended with the moft jealous eye. It s one ok
chief articles of that gl'c;ht"C,-_"-;;.r.‘w' of liberty to which

the
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the people of England are entitled : but as no human
inflitution can be perfect, even this branch of liberty
has its ‘excrefcences that might be pruned. I mean
patticularly that licenfe which of late has too much
prevailed of publifhing epiftolary correfpondences.
Such a fathion, for I know not what elfe to call it, is
extremely pernicious. At prefent, it fatisfies the cu-
ricfity of the public; but for the future, it will tend
to reftrain that unfufpicious opennefs, which is the
principal delight of writing to our friends. I am forry
to {ay by experience, that the letters which contain
the moft fincere, and perhaps hafty obfervations upon
perfons, times, and circumftances, are often referved
as treafures, and hoarded up, as mifers hoard gold ;
like which, they lie concealed in cabinets and ftrong
boxes for fome time, till chancing to fall into the
hands of an extravagant heir, or an injudicious exe-
cutor, they are not only brought into light, but dif-
perfed and expofed, fo as to become the property of
the whole world. Let me advife you therefore, my
Hamrinron, when you give your opinion upon any
important fubje@, to confider it well, hefore you com-
mit your thoughts to paper. Exprefs yourfelf with
diffidence. Preferve a prudent reftraint over the fal-
Lies of wit and humour : and be cautious in all decla-
rations of friendfhip ; as the very comimon offers of
civility, are too often explained into undefigned en-
gagements.
I own, Hawm, I find myfelf under no {mall difficalty
in difcufling this volume of Swirt’s letters.” General
critis

|
|




AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 145

critici{ms will be attended with obfcurity: and it would
he tedious to confider them in their exal order.. I
fhall endeavour therefore, to take a- review only of
what feems to deferve your. attention. Let us begin
with the letters that paffed between Dr. Swirt and
Mr, Pore. The. correfpondence had commenced in a
very early part of Mr., Porr’s life, and was carried
on with fcarce any interruption from the death' of the
Queen. If we may judge of Mr. Pore from his
works, his chief aim was to be efteemed a man of vir-
tue. His letters are written in that ftyle. His laft vo-
lumes_are all of the moral kind. He has avoided
trifles, and confequently has efcaped a rock which has
proved very injurious to.Swirz’s reputation, - He has
given his imagination full {fcope, and yet has preferv-
ed a perpetual guard upon his conduét. - The conflitu-
tion of his body and mind might early incline him to
habits of caution and referve, The treatment which
he met afterwards from an innumerable tribe of ad-

~

verfaries, confirmed thofe habits, and made him flower

v

than the Dean in pronouncing his judgement upon pet-
fons and things. = His profe writings are little lefs har-
monious. than his verfe: and his veice 1n common
converfation was f{o naturally mufical, that I remem-
ber honeft Tom Sournerne ufed always to call him
The [ittle nightingale. ~His manners were delicate,
eafy, and engaging : and he treated his friends with
a politenefs that charmed, and a generofity that was
much to his honour. Every gueft was made happy
within his doors. Pleafure dwelt under his roof, and

L elegance




= e — s " _

i46 - REMARKS ON-THEL.TFE . 5

elegance préfided a6 his table. Dr. Swwire was of #
ﬁiﬁefcnt-difpoﬁtim: To 'his démeftics he was paf-
fionate“and churlifh : ‘to his equals and fisperiors rathey
#n'‘entertaining than @ defirable companion. ' He told
% flory in an admirable manmmer: his fentences were
fhort, and perfpicuous, his obfervations were piereing.
He hatt feen the great world, and had proficed mucly
by his experience. “He had ‘not the “leaft tindture of
¥anity ‘m his converfation.  He was perhaps, “as 'he
faid himflf, too ‘proud to be vain. - When he wag
polite, it was in a manner entirely his own. ' “In his
friendfhips ke was conftant afid undifguifed. Fe was
the fame in his enmities. He generally fpoke as he
thought inall companies and at all times. - T remems-
ber to have heard, that he dined once at a Lord
Wayor's fealt in Dublin, and was astacked; and teized
by an opulent, boifterous, half-intoxicated *Sguire, wher
happened to fit next him : he bore the mukward railery
for fome time, and then ¢n a fadden called out inz
foud voice to the Mayor, * My Lord, here is one of
< your bears at my fhoulder, he bas beern avorrying methis
& balf honr, I defire you will order bim to be token offi”
In thefe laft particulars he difiered widely from' his
friend Pore, who ¢ould flifle refentment; and wait
with patierice till 2° more diftant, and perhaps a more
feafonable hour of revenge. But notwithftanding: the
diffimilitude of minds;, and manners, which was ap-
parent between thefe two ‘great men, yet the fame foré
of friendflip feems to have fubfifted between them, ds
between Vircir and Horace, The mutual affeGtion

S, - ef
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| of the two' Englifh poets appears throughout their
| works : and therefore in this place, I cannot “avoid
[ taking notice of a report very induftrionfly fpread, and
not without fome degree of fuccefs, “ That the
- ﬂnudﬂnp between Pore and SwiFr wis not fo
% firm and perfect at the latter end is at the Beginning
& of their lives,” On Dr. Swirt’s fide, I am cer-
tain, it ever remained unalterable : nor did it nppeaf
lefs fervent ox the fide of Mr. Pore. Their letters
are the heit evidence to determine the doubt. In one
of Swier’s lateft letters to me, not lfong before he
was 1oft to all haman ctomforts, he fays, ¢ When you
5 Jee my dear friend Porg, tell him I avill -anfawer his
« fetter foons I Jowe bim above all the voft of mam"m.q*" ;
In my. loag correfpondence wirth Mr. Porg, I {carce
received the Ieai’t blllgt from him;, without the kindeft
mention of Dr. SwirT : and the tendereft anxiety for
his ftate of hcaith. ]Llrlge by the following para-
graphs. The firft; dated july the 12th, 1737,

My Lord, The pleafure.yon gave me, in acq "m".rrfz'ng it
of the Dean's better bealth, is one [o z‘rm_"y greaty as might
content even your v f.umrw{y and avhatever 7y _/m-

| cere opinion and reffelt of your Lordjbip }bmm‘;ﬁ;; me 1o
wifh [from your bands ﬁr myfelf your lowe for him makes

Lke s ’:""P'ﬂ’ 74 7ouid to Gob iy weight, added to your "5 could

turn bis inclinations to this fide, that 1 might live to en-

" Jop kim bere thro’ your meaus, and flatter :ﬁﬁf/‘ fwas
partly.thro’-my ozen I But ;‘bb I fear, avill neier be the

éafey and. L 2link st more probakle, bis aitration awill

L% & ah
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drats me on the other fide, which, I prateff, nothing Tefs
than mprobability of dying at fea, confidering the aveak
Srame of my breafl, avould have hindered me [from, tave
years pafl.. In foorty awhenever I think of him, *tis.avith
10e wexation of all impotent paffions that carry us out of
ourfelves only to fpoil our quict, and make us veturn 1o &
sefignationy avhich is the moft melanchaly of all wirtus.
And in another letter, dated April z, 1738, he. fays,
L awrite by the fame pofi that I reccived your wery obliging
and bumane litter. . The confideration you fbew  towards
me, in the juff apprebenfion that any newws of the Dean's
condition might alaym me, is moft kind and generons. . The
very laft poft I aorit to him & long letter, little fufpeding
bim in that dangerous circamflance. I wvas fo far from
Jearing bis health, that I avas propofing” fchemes, and
baping poffibilities for our meeting once more in this wworlds
£ am wveary of it ; and Jhall bave one reafon move, and
one of the firongeft that nature can give me (ewven avhen
Joe is fhaking my aveak frame ‘to pieces) to be willing 1o
leave this ‘avorld, «when our dear friend iv on the edge of
toe other. Yet I bope, T awould fain hope, he may yet ho-
wer a while on the brink of it, to preferve to this auretcl-
ed age a relique and example of the /aff. © One more quo-

tation, and I have done. Twirnam, November 7
When you get to Dublin (awbhither I dire this, ﬁ:ﬁpoﬁﬁj
you swill fee our dear friend as foon as poffible) pray put
the Dean in mind of me, and tell bim I hope be received
my lafi. Tell him how dearly I live, and how grea {}«
I honour bim : hbow greatly T reflell on  eviry
teflimony “of .7;:.: Sriendfh ip; how muck I refolve to give
ths

%
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i the beft I can of my efieem for bim to poflerity s and affure":
_. bim . the. world -has nothing in it I admire fo" much;
nothing, the lofs of awbich 1 fhould regret fo much, as bis

genius and bis virtues.
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My excufe, for I ftand in need of one, by having
inferted thefe {craps of letters, is my real defire of con-
vincing you, that the affe¢tion of Swirr and Porz
{fubfifted as entire and uninterrupted as their friends
could wifh, or their enemies regret. It muft be owned,
! that we as feldom fee a mutual attachment -between

pocts, as between ftatefmen. * True friendthip, as
“ TurLy obferves, proceeds from a reciprocal efteem,
¢ and a virtuous refemblance of manners.” When
fuch is the bafis, the variety in certain tenets and. opi-
nions is of no ill confequence to the unien: and will
fcarce ever unloofe the focial ties of love, veneration,
and efteem. Thus the friendfhip between ATTicus
and HorTENsIUS, although they were of different fects,
] one a Stoic, and the other an Epicurean, fubfifted like
Mr. Pore’s and Dr. SwiFr’s, firm and conftant to
the laft, when that of AxThony, LEripvs, and Av-
gusTvs, continued no longer than while it was fub-
fervient to their views of interefl, CaTiLivg fays,
| Jdern welle, ac jdem molle, ea demum amicitia eff. 'This
pften-attends a vitious confpiracy ; and perhaps an
agreement fo perfetly mutual, is {carce to be met with
in any othier inftance. Emulation generally breaks
the chain of friendfhip bétween poets. They are run-
ping with the utmoff eagernefs to the fame goal ; no
' Ji= % WO~
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wonder, if, in the race, they -endeavonr to trip up
each others heels. ' :

As T have oftcn reverted in my mind certain partis’

culars relatmq to my two poetical ‘friends, I have al
ways thought, that the circumfiance of their purfumn‘
different roads i in poetry, and living in different kmg-
dems, was prob*by one of the happleﬁ incidents i
their lives. Such a fum.l Lr.tlon prevented all' perfonal
diffentions, and fixt therri in a correfpondente, that
conftantly tended to eﬁabhfh their endearments ; when,
Pe:lnps, a rcndence ne'u ‘each other, might have had
a very contlary effe®. It is much eafier to redtify any
miftake, or ta cool any animefity that may have arifen;
in a letter, than to recal a P%honat(, verbal anfwer,
efpecially if uttered with all ‘the aftions, and vehe-
mence of anger. - The impreflion of fuch a fcenc res
mains long upon the mind of the perfon offended, a.ud
the old adage is tranfpofed, Vox audita manet, litera
fer iptq. perit.  Few men can fubmit to COﬂtl&dl&lOna
waF-r was certamly not of the number, and therefore
¥am perf‘ummd that his diftance from his Englifh
friends, proved a firong incitcinent to their mutnal
affeétion. " But, I muft again repeat, that thronghout
the long feries of letters which have been publ lithed,
not the leatt altercations ap}:ear to have hapPencd bee
tween SwiFT and Pore.

In all Swirt’swritings, you will find his own pf‘cuhal'
vein of hamour. The fame liberty of expr effion would
have been improper and abfurd in any other writgr,

but it produced the conft:quer*ccs which he defired.
g Hig
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His feceming arrogance gained him more faveur, than
the humility and affeCted benevolenice of others. “'His
vailery and freedom of cenfure, are conveyed in a man-
ner more prevalent, and perhaps often more agreeable
than flattery.  He feldem praifed, but where mezit was
confpicuous.: A fingle ftroke of his pen pleafed more,
and. gave more honour, than a long flattering dedica-
tion fmm any other author, His I’cyle was mafterly,
corredt, and firoag: never diffufive, yet always clear;
and, if we confider it in comparifon with his prede-
ceflors, he has ontdene them all, and is one, perhaps
the chief, of thofe few felect Englith writers, whe
have excelled in elegance and propriety of language.

Lord Bacow: is the firft author, wha has attempted
any ftyle that cap be relifhable to the prefent age, fox
[ muit own to you, that I think Swiry, and his_ €ox
temporasies, have brought our language to the utmoft
dtg_w‘_, of puiu,uon, without the hf.lp of a Lon GINUS;
2 QuiNTIL1IAN, or even of a ditionary, ora graz—ﬁmg;.
Lord Bacox has written with an Infinite fund _cfk:’m.w-_

ledge : every feience that he treats upon, is dlfr,uﬁﬁé
by him with the greateft learning and dignity, and. he
fhews himfelf at ence a philofopher, an hiftorian, a’po-
Litician, and a divine: but his dialet (for, thag des
mands our prefent attention) is quibbling and peda INtic ; 3
and never more {o than when he candefcends to flattey
his royal mafter, and the minions of that congt.

Confider the profaical works of MrLwox, you will
find them more nervous than elegant ; more diftinguiftis
¢d by the flrength of reafon, than by the rules of the-

L 4 toru: -
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toric ; ~his diction is harth, his periods tedious; :and
when he becomes a profe-writer, the majefty, that at-
- tends hus poetry, vanifhes, and is entirely loft: yet,
with all his faults, and exclufive of his chara@er as a
ﬁoet, he muft ever remain ‘the only learned author of
that taftelels age in which he flourifhed: and it is pro-
bable, that his great attention to the Latin language;
might have rendered him lefs corre&, than he otherwife
would have been, in his native tongue.

HarrixcToy has his admirers, he may poflibly have.
his merits, but they floaw ot in his fiyle. A later
writer, of the fame republican principles, has far ex-
celled him; I mean Arcerwvown Sypney, whofe dif-
courles concerning government are admirably written,
and contain great hiftorical knowledge, and a remark-
able propriety of diftion; f{o that his name, in my
opinion, ought to be much higher eftablifhed in the
temple of literature, than I ha‘;e hitherto found it
placed.

Lord CLarExDON, is an hiftorian whofe mgmty of
expreflion has juftly given him the preference to any of
our biographical authors. But his periods are the pe-
riods of a mile. His parenthefes embarrafs the fenfe of
his narration, and certain inaccuracies, appe.anno'
throughout his’ works, are delivered with a formality
that renders them ftill more confpicuous. -

Among our Englifh writers, few men have gained 2
greater charalter for elegance and correftnefs, than
SprRAT, Bifhop of Rochefler, and few men have deferv-
ed it lels. When I have read his works, I have always

WOll=




| wondered from whence fuch ‘a piece of good fortune
might havé arifen, and could only attribute it -to Mr.
CowrLey, who, in a very delicate copy of verfes, has
celebrated his friend Dr. SpraT for eloquence, wit,
and 4’ certain candid fivle, which the poet compares to
the river Thames; gliding with ‘an even current, ahd
difplaying the moft beautiful appearances of nature.
Poets and painters have their favourites, whom they
tranfmit to pofterity ‘in what colours and attitudes they

pleafe: “but T am niiftaken, if, upon a review of
SPRAT's works, hisrlﬂnguage will not fooner give you
an idea of one of the infignificant tottering boats upon
the Thames, than of the fmooth noble current of the
river itfelf, ‘

Sir Wirriam TEMPLE s 4n eafy, carclefs; incorre&t
writer, elegantly negligent, ‘politely learned, and en-
| gagingly familiar.

Thus,; my dear Ham, I have curforily mentioned
fome of the brighteft fons of fame among our Englifh
authors, only to point out to you the preference due to
Dr. SwirT: but he is not entitled alone to the olive
garland: he has had his coadjutors in the victory, The
triumvirate, to whom we owe an elegance and pro-
priety unknown to our forefathers, are Swirt, Appi-
soN, and BoLiNncBROKE. At the fight of {uch names,
no difpute can arife in preferring the Englifh moderns
to the Englith antients, The prefent centary, and in-

deed all future generations may be congratulated upon
the acquifition of three {fuch men.

But
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But to. return more clofely to, Swirz. . He has pere
fectly ftudied the drama of human life, and particularly
the tendency and irregulasities of its different characs
ters. . He haschofen,. (as I.dare fay I have mentioned
in former. letters) to recommend virtue, by.reprefent.
ing vice in a difagreeable ard ridiculous light. As his
temper was naturally full of acrimony, a certain innate
feverity runs. throughout all his letters. - You will find
hiny, in the advice, which he offers to his friends; and
in the general account which he gives of his own cone
dutt, o clofe an ceconomift. This parfimony pro-
ceeded from a defire of being independent: and fince
that was the caufe, he will be forgiven, or, at leaft,
excufed by all honeft men. _

Mr. Pore had different talents ' from his fyiend
SwieT: bis imagination was fine ‘and delicate; - his
fancy was everon the wing. In lis earlier. time of
hife, his way of thinking was diffufive, and confequents
1y his judgement was unconfined.. As that judgement
ripened with years, he fhewed the full firength of itin
“his Eebic Epiftles, andhis Effay on Man. ‘There the poet
has almoft yielded to the philofopher; and his moral :
tyftem has charmed more by the force of truth and rea-
fon, than even by the numbers with which he adorn-
ed it.

T cannot avoid thinking, that, in this. particular
branch of learning, Mr. Pore owed the exertion of
his talents to Lord BoringerokE, who had {ludied the
‘pracedure, and limits of the human underftanding, as

exallly as Swiry had confidered che irregularities of
' i the
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the paffions in different chara&ers of the human fpecies,
Lotd Borinosrokt had early made himfelf mafter of
books and men: but, in his fich caréer of life, being
immerfed at once in bufinefs and pheafure, he ran
thorough a variety of {cenes in a furprizing and excen-
tric manner. When his paffions {ubfided by years and
difappointments, and when he 1mpr{:-v::d his ratmnal
faculties by more grave ftudies and reflection; he fhone
out in his retirement with a luftre peculiar to hunfelfy
though not {éen by vulear eyes. The gay fiagefman
was changed into a philofopher equal to'any of the
fages of antiquity. =~ The wildom of SocrarTes, the
dignity and eafe of Puiny, and the wit of Horacs,
appeared in all his writings and converfation.

But my:letter is growing to an intolerable Icngth.
It is time to finifh it; and believe me, HamirTon, were
my letters to fill reams of paper, they would be written
only with a view of repeating the diftates of my heart;
which, in its laft beating moments, will throb towards
qu, and thofe other dear objelts, to whom I am

A’?z affectionate Fatber,
ORRERY.

B s iy iy i

L EL T E R %X

Have been reading this morning a long letter from
Pr. Swirrt to Mr. Porr, dated at Dublin, Fanuary
40, 17213, and I have been confined to a greater fhare
% Volume VII, Page 12 .

B @a
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of attention, as it {eems to furnith more materials of
his life and principles, than any other of his epiftolary
writmgs. 'The letter breathes an air of fincerity and
freedom, and is addrefied to a particular friend, ata
time ‘when the views of ambition were at an end, [t
may therefore be confidered as a confeflion of one de-
parting from this world, who only is defirous to vindis

cate his own charalter, and is anxious that his afhes.

may reft in peace.

It was written immediately after t‘le arbitrary conduét
of a judge in Ifreland, who endeavoured to deftroy the
freedom of juries, and confequently the very effence of
that liberty and fafety, which we have a right to pol:
{efs by the conftitution of our ftate. Swirr very ge-
revoufly declares himfelf averfe to all rigorous pro-
c&ednws againft perfons fufpeSted of problematical
guilt: By fuch firi& enquirie:, fays he, a gate 15 left
Copen to the avhole tribe of informers, the moff accurfed,
S proftitute, and abandoned race that Gop ever permitted
¢ to plague mankind."  Upon this fubjeét I cannot avoid,
recolleé'tmg fome particulars from a book, which has
lately given me great delight and inftru@ion, and which
Frecommend very warmly to_your perufal. I mgan
L*Efprit des'Loix.” 'The author of that book, Mox-
SIEUR DE _MoONTESQUIEU obferves, * that informers
“ have been chiefly encouraged under the moft tyran-
* nical governments: In the reign of Tiperrus tri-
“ umphal ornaments were conferred upon them, and
¢ flatues eredted to their honour. * In the reigh of

“ Nzro,
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“ NEro, upon the difcovery and punifhment of a pre-
“ tended confpiracy, triumphal dignities were, allotted,

“to TurpiLianus, Cocceivs Nerva, and Ticiw-

“ Livus.”  In another part of his book, the Baroxy
g MonTEsQUIru takes notice, “that in Turkey, where
“ little regard is fhewn to the honour, lives; or eftates
“ of the fubjedt, all caufes are determined by the pre-
“ fiding Bafhaw : and in Rowme, the judges had no more
‘ to do than to declare, that the perfon accufed was
“ guilty of a particular erime, and then the punifhment
“ was found in the laws.” From thefe and other ex-
amples of arbitrary government, this elegant author
t'ﬂxcs a particular pleafure in diftinguifhing, and admir-
ing the civil conftitution. of ﬁzzgfa?rd where, he fays,.
the jury determine, whether the faé, brought under
their cognizance, be proved or not; if it be proved,
; ¢ the judge pronounces the punifhment inflicted by
the law for fuch a particular fac : and for this, adds
the Barox, he need only open his.eyes.” . Bat if
Moxsigur pg MonTtesQuieu had read Swirr’s let-
ter, or indeed had recolle¢ted many. notorious faéts of
our hiftory, he muft have obferved, that the judges have
been often deaf to the repeated voice of the jury, and
have not enly fhut their eyes, againft our excellent laws,
but have afflumed hat terrible and. menacing air,

oy

N

which Commopus ordered to be given to his ftatues.”
The method -of trials by juries, is generally looked
upon as one of the moft excellent branches of our con-
| &itntion, In theory it certainly appearsin that light.
6 _ AC‘_
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According to the original eftablifhment, the jurors are
to be men of competent fortunes i the neighbourhood 4
and are to be {o ‘avowedly indifferent between the pars
ties concerned, that no reafdnable exceptioh can be
made ‘to them on either fide. In treafon the perfont
aceufed has a right to challenge five and thirty, andin
felony: twenty; without fhewing ciufe of challenge;
Nothing can be more equitable. - No prifoner can de-
fire a fairerfield. ‘But the misfortune is, that our juries
are often compefed of men of mean eftates, and low un-
derftandings, #hd many diffichlt points of law are
brought before them; and fubmitted to their verdict;
when perhaps they are ot capable of determining;
propeily and judicidufly, firch nice matters of juftice,
althongh the jndges of the court explain the n#ture of
the cafe, and the law which arifes upon it. But; if
they are not defetive in knowledge, they are fomes
times, I fear, from their flation and indigence; liable
to corraption. This indeed is 4n objé&ion mote to the :
privilege lodged with juries, than to the inftitution
itfelf.  The point, moft lable to objetion, is the
powel; which any one, or mdre of the twelvey have
ta ftarve the reft into a compliance with their opinion $
fo.that the verdi® may poflibly be given by firength
of conflitution, not by conviction of confcience - < gnd
 awretches hang that jurymen may dine’®  All this by
the by.  Now let us retarh to Swirr’s letter of the
tenth of Fanuary.

In it, is moft evidently difplayed his immutable at-
tachment to lredand, Such a kind of patrivtilie, muft

' have
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have proceeded from' a true ‘love of-liberty ; for “he
bhated "individaals, dnd defpifed moft of the men of
property -and ‘power in that Kingdom : he ‘owed thent
no obligations; and: while by his writings he lzboured
fo muke their pofterity happy, he forced from them-
felves  an involuntary, but univerfal appladfe. His
eonda®t was fo uniform; ard coaftant in the eaufe of
Irelond, that he not only gailed the praie, but.the

eonfidence of that whole nation, who are a people fel-
| dom, if ever, inctlined to frudy and purfee their own
mtereft, and who are always exceedingly apt to fulpe&
any advice that is conttary; or in defiance to 3 mini-
fterial direSion.

Swirt’s printiples of governmentfeem to have beern
founded tipon that cxcellent maxim, Salus pepuli fuprems

¢f lexo. He beging by clearing himfelf from Jacobi<
| film. He fpeaks of the revolution asa neceflary bus
dangeroits expedient, which has fince been attended
with unavoidable bad confequences. ' He declares his
mortal antipathy to ffanding -armies in ime of peace,
He adores the wifdom of that intitufion which rén-
dered our parhiaments annual. =~ He'prefers the landed
to the monied intereft, and expréfies a noble abhorrence
to the {ufpenfion of thofe laws, upon which the libef-
ty of thefubjedt depends.. When thefe articles of hie
political tenets are’ examined, they will leave no room

for any ‘one particulsr party to affime the honour of
having had him in their alliance.  He was neither
Whig nor Tory; neither Jacobite nor Republican, He
wis Docror Swirr: ' '

5 3

&
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His judgment, in relation to the vifible decay of li-
terature and good fenfe, is perfetily juft. . He attris
butes this national calamity to the prevailing luxury of
thé&times, which he inftances in the encouragement of
factions, and of {everal public diverfions, ail tending
%0 the encreafe of folly, .ignorance, and.vice. His
{entiments are delivered more with the air of a philo-
fopher than of a divine: and the conclufion of the let-
ter is fo proper, and fo excellent a defence of his own
manner of ating and thinking, that, in regard tohis
memory, I'muft be at the trouble of tranferibing it.

“ 2 Al I can reafonakly fope for, fays Swirt, &
“ this lelter, is to convince my_friends aund others, awho
“ are pleafed to awifb me well, that I hawve neither been
i il a Subject, qor fo flupid an author, as I have
“ been reprefented 31}‘ the viralince of Libellers, avbere ma-
% Jice hath taken the fame triin in both, by fathtring
“ dungerous principles in gowernment upon me, which 1
 never maintained, and infipid produiions, avhich I am
€ not copable of avriting.  For, however I mey; have
 been foavered by perfonal ill treatmenty ar by melancho-
“ Iy profpelis far ‘the public, I am oo much a politician
“ 1o expefe my oxun fafety by offenfive avords, andy if my
‘“ genius and fpirit f;eﬁm.{' by ﬁ’ijf}'é‘ﬁﬁﬁé‘)‘ﬁ’:.i?, I bave at
‘¢ leaft enough dif retion left, not #o miflake the meafure
“ of my own abilities, by attempring Subjests avhere thofe
“ 2alenis are neceffary, which perbaps 1 muy have lofi
“ auith my youth.”

2.Vol. VIL. Page 26. _
= I have
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I have chofen out this particular letter, as one of the
moft {erious, and beft performances that he has givenus
in the epiftolary way. Bat, if I am to declare my opi-
nion of the whole colleétion in the feventh volume, I own
to you, it has not anfwered my expeétation, The index
at the beginning will make you hope for great treafures,
from the illuftrious names that are there inferted : but,
m your purfuit, you will fcarce find any remarkable in-
fiructions of morality, or even the common reafohings
and refinements that might naturally arife from fo high a
clafs of men, in the ordinary current of their thoughts.
What is more furprifing, you will {eldom difcover any
| Keen ftrokes of fatyr, or any inftantaneous fallies of vi-
vacity. T have often heard Swirt fay, “ When 1 jit
“ doion 1o aurite a letter, I newer lecn upon my elbow,
“ ¢:1] I hawe finifbed-it.” By which expreflion he meant,
| that he never ftudied' for particular phrafes, or polifhed
paragraphs : his letters therefore are the truer reprefenta-
tions of his mind. -They are written in the warmth of
hiis affeGtions, and when they.are confidered in the light
| of kindnefls and fincerity, they illuftrate his charadter to

a very high degree. Throughout his various corre-
| fpondence you will difcover very flrong marks of an
anxious, benevolent friend : and, to my great pleafure,
I fud the mifanthrope often loft in the good-natured
man. - Read his letters to Mr. Gay, and you will be of
my {entiment; read thofe to Dr. Sueripan, in the
eighth volume ¢, and you will be farther confirmed in

a Beginning at page 384,
M that
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that opinion ; we may compound therefore to lofe fatyr
and raillery, when we gain humanity and tendernefs in
their: ftead : yet, even m fome of his highelt {cenes of
benevolence, his expreflions are delivered in fuch a man-
ner, as tofeem rather the effeCts of haughtinefs than of
good-nature:: but you muft never look upon him as a
traveller in the common road. He muft be viewed by a
canerarobfecura that turns all objelts the contrary way,
When he appears moft angry, he 1s moft pleafed ® ; when
moft humble, he 1s moft afluming ¢. Such was the man,
and in {uch variegated colours muft he be painted.

The letters from Lord BorincsroxkeE, ‘which are in-
ferted in thiscollettion, are written with an elegance and
politenefs that diftinguith them from all the reft.. We fee
they were not intended for.the prefs; but 11 ow valuable

re the molt carelefs frokes of fuch a pen?

Gax’s ]etl:er:1 have nothing in them finking or re-
commendatory. His fentiments are thofe of an honeft,
1-nuo]cm- good-natured man. = He loved Swirr toade-
gree of veneration : and the friendfhip-was returned with
great fincerity. SwiFT writes to him in the fame ftrain
as he would have written:to-a fon 3 ‘and feems todiltin-
guifh him 45 the correfpondent to whom he has not the
Jeall grain of referve. In the feveral accounts which he
gives of lils fituation at Dublin, and the'idle manner of

**Sec his m s to Gay, and tothe Duchefs of Queer/~
{.u,:f:'r"f, in \ TTI

¢ See his E:Ltr;':' to Lord Parmerston, Vol. VIIL

hes
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his pafiing his time there, hewrites fometimes in an iro-
nical, and fometimes in a contrary ftyle.  But, in one

of his letters, dated Awpzuff 28, 1731 2, he tells'Gavs

{41

r A4kl

that the moft arrant trifies” of " his former writings are
* ferious philofophical lueubrations, in comparifon to
* what he now bufies himf{elf about;” and his conclu-
five words are, ¢ As the aorld may one day fee.” Ey
this defire of Jétting the world fee what other men of lefs
wit, and more difcretion, would carefully have concealed,
he has placed himfelf open to the cenfure of his enemies,
and beyond the reach of any defence from his frien
He has not only committed to the prefs a moft dclpm..u_.-.f
heap of writings, but has publicly recorded the loweft
amufements of his private {cenes of life; without havifig
once fufpeéted, that perfons, whofe ftations, ot abilities,
have fixed them in a con:pmu ous attitude; are looked
upon by the reft ofm nkind- with a wery critical, c.nd

E \ i Y R 19 +1
veryenvious eye. AucusTUS, as I remember, was a littie
‘.|

-

afhamed to be difcovered atagame of cobnuts 3 and even

1

DoMITIAN Was cunning c:::;k:ju to withdraw into his
clofet to catch flies.  Great.minc 3
to be often unbent. 1 allow it: but:thofe relaxations

. vou will lay, reguire

might be chofen, ib as to makeidienefsappear in a beau-

3

e
wirT would have forfeited a lefs- de-

'...
n

tiful Jight ¢ and
gree of fame Dy playing many years at puth-pin (tae re-
=] . / = E k
hich he ald ¢ o vewerntad)-than Bveon
cords of which he could not have printed), than by com-=
1

P “ 1ie 7 e iy Eegry y il ook ot e T e i
poung various kinds of nenfenfe, WIICN, DYy Nils Own Op+

tion, have been honoured with a place 1n his works.

a ¥ol: VII. Letter LTI,

M 2 1 fhould
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I fhould have been much pleafed, in finding fome of
Dr. ArsuTaNoT's letters among this colleftion. Al-
though he was juﬂly celebrated for wit and fea ning,

there was an excellence in his charafter more amiable
than all his other qualifications: I mean the excellence

of his heart. He has hewed himfelf equal to any of his
cotemporaries in humour and vivacity : and he was fu-
perior to moft men in acts of humanity and benevolence:
his very farcalms are the {atirical firokes of good-nature;
they are like flaps on the face given in jeft; the efects of
which may raife bluthes, but ne blacknefs will appear
after the blows. He laughs as jovially as an attendant
upon Bacchus, but continues as fober and confiderate
as a difciple of SocraTes. Heis feldom ferious, except
in.his attacks upon vice; and then his {pirit rifes with a
manly firength, and a noble indignation. His epitaph
npon CraRTaEs 2 (allowing one fmall alteration, the
word permitted, inftead of commived at) is a complete, and
a mafterly compofition in its kind. -INo man exceeded
him in the moral duties of life: a merit ftill more to his
honour, as the ambitious powers of wit and genius are
feldom fubmiflive ¢nough to confine themf; Ives within
the limitations of morality. In his letter to Mr. Po®E P,
written, as it ‘were, upon his death-bed, he difcovers
fuch a noble fortitude of mind at the approach of his

See Porr’s Works, by Warsvrron, Vol. III,
p;lge 219‘.
® See again Pore by Warsurton, Vel. VIIL Let-
ter XLVII. .
2 diffolution,
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diffolution, as could only be infpired by a clear confci-
ence, and the calm retrofpet of an uninterrupted feries
of virtue. The Dean ? laments the lofs of him with a
pathetic fincerity, ¢ The death of Myr. Gay and the Doc-
“ Tor b (fays he to Mr.PorEg) bave been terrible awounds
“ near my beart.  Theiv living would bave been a great
“ comfort to me, a!.'l.!fzwzgé I Bould never hawe feen them ;
“ like a _fum of money in a bank, from awhich I ffould re-
“ ceive at leaft annual interefl, as Ido from you, and hawve
“ done from Lord Borinesroke.” 1 have chofen this
laft quotation, not more in honour of SWirT’s tender-
nefs and affe€tion to thofe whom he efteemed, than with
a defign of {pecifying to you as fine a groop of friends ¢,
as have appeared fince the Auguftan age. As their let-
ters were not intended for the public, sperbaps T was un-
realonable in looking for medals, and vot being content-
ed with the common current {pecies. In our prejudices
of favour oraverfion we are apt to be deceived by names 3
nor can it be doubted, that {uch writers might have fur-
nifhed us with familiar letters, very different from thofe,
which have been colleéted in this feventh volume. They
are filled indeed (efpecially in the correfpondence between
SwirT and Poprg) with the firongeflt exprefiions of mu-
tual efteem ; but thofe expreflions are repeated too often.
When friendfhip has {ubfifted fo long, that time can-

a §wirt's Works, Vol. VII, Letter LXX.
b ARBUTHNOT.
¢ Lord BoLiNGEROKE, SwirT, PorE, ARBUTHNOT,

LAY,
M 3 pot
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not encreale, nor words improve it, the commerce of
affeCtion bLU.‘H.(’Tl friends, ought to be carried onina
ftyle that. neither finks below. politenefs, nor rifes into

forced compliments. I cannot avoid obferving the epi-
flolary concifenefs that was in fafhion among tl:c antients,
e{peci IJl:, their conclufive fentences, [wale, Or agam,

37 waleasy bene eff, valeo ;] which I own feems preferable
to our m.cthud of 1oadin;_=; every letter with compliments,
not only to wives and children, but to uncles, aunts,
and coufins : and of confequence, every relation, that
is not particularly named, is particularly affronted. It
will appear too minute a criticifm to affirm, that the
Englith language is not well adapted for epiftolary write-
ings: be that as it may, it is certainly inferior to the
French, which engages, and perhaps improves us by 2
{ucceflive flow of phrafes that are pucu:al to that nation.
Mapame bE SEvigne has filled four volumes of letters,
all addrefied to her daughter : they contain nothing, €x-
cept different {cenes of maternal fondnefs; yet, like a
claffic, the oftencr they arc read, the more they are re-
lithed.” Monsieur pE Perisson has publifhed three
volumes of letters, which he calls Lettres Hifforiques, and
which are little elfe than materials for a gazette : they
inform s at what time the grand Monarque arofe ; when
he went to bed; at what hour he dincd; and what he faid
while he was at mhimz : yet all thefe triffes are told in fo
agreecable a manner, and appear {o natural and ealy, that
T can-{carce think thc flall-of Ovip greater, who, 1o his
Fafli, hasturned the Roman Calendar into elegant poetiy,
and has verfified a fetof ¢ld Almanacs, I need not men-
2 tion
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tion VoIiTuRrE or BarLzac; and PCi‘ha‘-}S 1t Was wrong

to turn afide into the Roman and the French territories,
when I ought to have confined ui}'{l the Britifh
iflands ; but I love to wander about with you, and in
writing, as in walking, to peep into every corner that
may afford us matter of entertainment.

d am, my dear HAMILTON,

-~

Your ever-affeltionate Fatber,

ORRERY.

P.S. At the latter end of the feventh volume, is a
pamphlet written in the year 1714. It is entitled, Free
Thonghts upan the prefent State of Affairs, When you
have read it, digito compefce labellum.

91_?\{ f:r"'\r"]?f: (j[‘fjl_l"_lc:r"_! \0"\":}3*\;‘: MTFE}:_, F\ﬁ-Y'\qucwb :MT '\"L )C\"r:\in‘c\()
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L' BS.ER XXI

My dear HamiLTON,

T is fcarce poffible to knowin what manner to com-
ment upon the laft volume of the Dean’s works. A
gereral confufion and diforder runs throughout the whole;
and one of the firft pieces is, what ought to-have becn
the lalt, Dr. Swirr’s Will: which, like all his other
writings, 15 drawh up in his own peculiar manner.

M 4 Even
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Even in fo ferious a compofition hecannot help’ in-
dulging himfelf, in leaving legacies that carry with them
an air of raillery and jeft. ' He difpofes of his three hats
(his beft, his fecond beft, and his third beft beaver) with
an ‘ironical folemnity, that renders the bequefts ridi-
culous. He bequeaths ¢ #0 M. Jonx GraTran & filver
““ box, to keepin it the tobacco wwhich the faid Jonw afually
“ chewed, called pigtail” But his legacy to Mr. Ro-
BERT GRATTAN is flll more extraordinary. ¢ Hem,
¢ I bequeath to the Rewverend Mr. RosirT Gra TTAN,
“ Prebendary of St. Audeon’s, my Serang box, on condition
¥ of bis giving the fole ufe of the Jaid box to his brother,
“ Dr. James GRATTAN, during the life af the faid De-
* Gor, who bath more occafion for it.” Thele are fo many
laft impreflions of his turn, and way of thinking : and,
I dare fay, the perfons thus diftinguithed look upon
thefe inftances, as affe@ionate memorials of his fifend-
fhip, and as tokens of the jocofe manner, in which he
hud treated them during his life-time,

His monumental infcription, written by himfelf, ‘and
inferted at the beginning of his #7://, may confirm to you
the obfervation which I made in a former letter, that he
was not an elegant writer of Latin,  An harflier epitaph”
has {feldom been compofed. Tt'is fearce intelligible ;
and if intelligible, is a proof how difficult 2 tafk it 13,

even for the greateft genius, to draw his own chara&er,

or to reprefent himfelf and his a&ions in a proper man-
ner to pofterity.

I am now drawing towards the laft fcene of his life.
The total deprivationJof his fenfes came upon him by

N s
Gegrees,
| -
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degrees, In the year ¥736. I remember him feized
with ‘a wviolent fit of giddinefs. He was at that time
writing ‘a {atirical’ poem, called:7he Legion Club 3 but he
four d- the ¢fefls of his giddinefs fo dreadful; .that he
left the poem unfinifhed ; ard never afterwards attempted
a compofitionof -any length either in verfe or profe.
However, his converfation ftill remained the fame ;
lively ‘and fevere ; but his memory gradually grew
worfle and worfe : and as that decreafed, and was im-
paired, he appcared every day .more fretful and impa-
tient. From:the year ¢birty-nine to thf’ latter end of the
year forty-ome, his friends found his ‘paflions fo violent
and ungovernable, his memory fo dec \ed and his rea-
{on {o depraved, that they took the utmoft precautions
to keep all firangers from approaching hxm for, till
then, he had not ‘tppe'ued totally incapable of converfa-
tion : ;but, early in the year foriy tawo, the fmall remains
of his underftanding became entirely confufcd, and the
violence of his mgu increafed abfolutely-to a degree of
madnefs.  In this miferable {tate he feemed to be ap-
pointed as the fir(t proper inhabitant for his own hofpital :
efpecially as from an outrageous lunatic, he {unk afier-
wards into a quiet, fpeechlefs idiot; and dragged out
the remainder of his life in that helplefs fituation, ‘He
died towards the latter end of O&vber 1745. The man-
ner of his death was eafy, without the leaft pang or
convulfion. - Even the rattling in his throat was {car

ce
{ufficient to give any alarm to his attendants, till withia
fome very 'little time before he cxp‘;n-d. A man In

poflefion of his reafon would have wifhed for fuch a
kind of diffolution ; but SwirT was totally infenfible of

happinefs

-

S
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happinefs or pain: he had not even the power or €x
preflion of a child, appearing, for fome years before his
death, referved only as an example to mortify human
pride, and to reverfe that fine defcription of human
nature, which is given us by 8balefpearc in an inimitable
manner: “ HWhat a piecoof avork is man! baw noble in
“ reafon!l how infinite in faculty! in form and MOVING
“ bow exprefs and admivalle ! in allion, how fike an an-
“ gel! in apprebenfion bow lite a god!  the beauty of the
““ avorldy the paragon of animals.” 'Thus poets paint ; but
how vain and perithable is the pi@ure? The fmalleft
thunderbolt from heaven blafts it in a moment, and every
tinct is fo effeCtually obliterated, that fcarce the outlines
of the figure remain.

Swrrr, as I have hinted in a former letter 2 cer-
tainly forefaw his fate. His frequent attacks of giddi-
nefs, and his manifeft defeét of memory, gave room for
fuch apprehenfions. I have often heard him lament the
ftate of childhood, and idiotifm, to which fome of the
greateft men of this nation were reduced before their
death.. “Fe mentioned, as examples within his own
time, the duke of MarrBorovcH, and Lord SomEers -
and when he cited thefe melancholy infances, it was 4l-
ways with a heavy figh, and with geftures that fhewed
great uncafinefs, as if he felt an impulfe of what was to
happen to him before he died.

Unlefs I am mifinformed, he died worth about twelve
thoufand pounds, inclufive of the fpecific legacies men-
nmoned in his will, and which may be computed at the

2 See Letter VI

fum
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fum of twelve hundred pounds; fo that the remainder,
near eleven thoufand pounds, is entirely applicable
to the hofpital for idiots and lunatics: a chantable
foundation, particularly beneficial in thefe kingdoms,
where the epidemic diftemper of lunacy is o pre
valent, that it will conftantly furnith the largelt buildin
with a fufficient number of inhabitants.

.L:

Lunacy may in general be confidered as arifing from
a depraved imagination; and muft therefore be origi-
nally owing to a fault in the body, or, the mind. We
{ee inftances every day, where, in fevers, ail the powers
of fenfe and reafon are utterly overturned by a raging

madnefs : this fren Zy conquers, or is conquered, foom:
but, from more {low and chronical caufes, fuch obftrue-
tions may be formed, as Grzuiuuily to produce various de-
grees of this diforder, and to remain invincible to the very

Iaft moments of life. Nothing more ftrongly difpoles
the mind to this depraved ftate, than too fixed an atten-
tion to any particular obje&:. Mr. Liocke, if my me-
mory does not deceive me, defines madnefs as arifing
from fome particular idea, or fct of ideas, that make fo
firong an impreffion upon the mind, as to bamih all
others : and the perfons affeCled are chearful or melan-
choly, well-tempered or fierce, according as the objedis

and ideas of their minds are different. From Lhi“‘c itis
evident, that we ought to confider the ftren; pthof the mind
even in the purfuit of knowledge, and often to vary our

ideas by -exercife and amufements; conflantly fixing a
firi& guard aganft an.}- paflion, i at may h -z'-wﬁlcﬂt in
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and dominion over us, Paffions are the pales of life:
and it is our part to take care, that they do not rifs into

a tempeft.

Love, with all its charms, muft be reftrained within
proper bounds, otherwife 1t will torture that breaft
which it was formed to delight. Loye contains within
1tlelf a variety. of other paffions, and lays fuch a founda-
tion of madnefs in the mind, that the fr enzy, in this par-
ticular _cafe, never fails to appear in its fuil force, and
to difplay itfelf in all its flrength of horror,

Religion, which can only make the mind happy, and
s our fureflt and beft defence againtt the pafiions, if con-
fidered in a wrong and melancholy view, kas often per-
verted the feat of reafon, and given more inhabitants to
Bedlam than any other caufe. A religious. lunatic is
miferable, even to the deepeft tortures of defpair,

The mifer, whom I muft always rank among mad-
men, beaps up gold with an anxiety that affe@s his looks,
his appetite, and his {leep. The wretch di*gads__pove_rty
in the center of plenty; and flarves, only becaufe he
dares not tafte thofe fruits which appear mof n$1'eeable
to his defires.

In {ome other {pecies of madzefs, the perfons affeted
eally more happy than in their {fenfes; and it is al-
moﬁ a crime to banifh the agreeable delufion. You re-
member the cale of the citizen of 4rgos, wlho, aftera
falutiferous dofe of hellebore, cried out,

Pol e accidiffis; -amiciy
No r_.r';?s'-:_.-,{f s f ait ) cui fic cxtorta veluptas,

EF aemmpdus Prri i Tentis- pratifinns ervole
1 “

Such
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Such again would be the cafe of the beau of Bg-.f:"-fm:‘,
who, amidft darknefs and confinement, {till retains his
pride and felf-admiration { drefles himfelf up in Traw
inftead of embroidery; and, when fuffered to g0 to the
window, imagifies that he captivates every female, who
chances to pafs thro’ Moor-fields. Is not fuch a man
lidppier in his madnefs; than in his fenfes ?

To f{pecify the many different claffes of madmen
would be endléefs.  They are innumerable: {o that it

is almoft a rdre felicity to enjoy mewus fana in corpore fans,
Some men have owed their reputation and fuccefs in the
world to a tinCture of madnefs, while others, merely
from a {uperior underfianding, have been ranked amony

lunatics - of the latter fort Hippocrarss (whom I wifh
you to look upon as a claflic author, as well as a phyfi-
cian) gives a remarkable inftancé in one of his letters.
He fays, he was {ent for by the people of Abdera to
cure DemocriTus of madnefs ; but, to his {urprize,

he found him the wifeft man of the age ; and, by his
laughing manner of talking and reafoning, he almoft
convinced HiProcraTES, that all the reft of the world,

except DEMoCRITUS, were mad. It is not improbable,
that madnefs has been cozval with mankind, There
have celtanﬂy been many inftances of it among the
Greeks and Romans : among theJews, the enthufiattic fury

of SavL is equally TCﬁﬁl’Lab]C with the extatic rage of
NEBUCHADNEZZAR : hor haye any parts of the wor d, T
believe, entirely efcaped this raging evil. It was freq uently
miftaken for infpiration, and the prophetic Sibyls were
obliged to.put on the airs and looks of madnefs, to ob-

tain
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tain an implicit belief: to their prophecies. From thefe
facerdotal impofitions, mad people reaped fome remark-
able ‘advantages. They were often looked upon as
mefiengers fent by heaven, ‘to declare the will of the
gods, and the prophetical decrees of fate : they were
vevered 4s perfons facred and divine; and, inftead of
fcourges, they received tokens of adoration. . In how
great @ degree mulk the fubtilty of priefts have prevailed,
when  they - could make one of the greateft curfes that
attends human life, appear one of the greatefl bleflings ¢
Lunatics are fo called:from the influence which the
snoon has over bodies, when its -attralive power 18
greateft; by which means the preffure of the atmof{phere
heing leffened, the humours of the body are more rate-
fied, and produce a greater plenitude in the veffels of
the brain.  This has been illuftrated by our good and

Llis

imed friend Dr. MEAD, in his treatife De imperio lunz

F
i

¢ fo/is ; and I have particalarly obferved; that in the laft

bool 2, which he _pr;hliﬂ‘lcd, he takes notice in his chapter

S

de Infunia, < that the blood of fuch perfons, who have

!'1 <

« heen moft hiable to this malady, was thick and fizy,

€ and, apon diffe€tion, their brain always appeared dry,

s apd their veflels filled ‘with black’fluggith blood:”
from whence, perhaps, we may, in fome meafure, ac-
count for the principal fource of SwiwT’s lunacy: his
countenance being dark, bilious, and gloomy, and his
eyes {ometimes fixed;, and immoveable for a long time.
Horacsr, I remember, attributes. the madneis of

OrcstEs to.a phyfical caule, where he fays,

-

2 Entitled, Bonita & trecepta medica.
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Hane furiam, bunc alind, jufit guod

So that difeafes, formed originally in the mind, ofien
bring on this diforder, and by degrees affett the body 3

efpecially in fuch conftitutions as have any terdency to
this diftemper. But, what can be the reafon, that it i

1L 3

fo remarkably epidemical in thefe kingdoms ? I am in-

. clined to believe, that it muft be owing to the groflnels
| of our ‘food, and to our immoderate ufe of fpirituous
| liquors : the one frequently caufing the deepeft melan-
' eholy, the other the moft unlimited rage. Our climate

13 {o variable and uncertain, and eur atmofphere is {»
perpetually filled with clouds and {fulphurecus vapours,
that thefe :mf'cs muft neceflanily have a great effe® upon.

the matyral impatience and inconftancy of the inhabit-

L

-
g

. Gty T = 2 : e OF g
ants. We are apt to revel in a free zr-w-‘-frf*mw of our

paflions ;s and they are as apt to agitate and enervate the
fibres of the ‘brain, and to imprint by degrees many
fatal impreffions, that can never be eradicated from the
mind. Even the greatefl blefling we enjoy, the freedom
of ‘out. laws, may, I am afraid, in {ome meafure, con-

b

tribute to thofe rafh ations, that often end in dreadful
murders of the worfl kind, parricide, and fuicifm. Men
muft be -reckened in the higheft clafs of lunatics, who
are capable of offending the great Author of nature, by
depriving -themfelves of that life, which'he only has a
right of taking away, be :.:1( he only had the power
of giving it. No perfon in his {enfes can voluntarily

Ty e
reres

il
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prefer death to life. Our defires of exiftence are firong
and prevalent. They are born with us; and our ideas
of a fature ftate are not fufiiciently clear, to make us
fond of hurrying into eternity ; efpecially as eternity it-
{c1f muft ever remain incomprehenfible to finite beimgs.
Human nature has an abhorrence, and a tetror of its
own diffolution. The philofopher {ubmits to death, be-
caufe he looks upon it asa neceffary event : in the mean
time, he ufes every method of prudence, and every art
of caution, to lengthen out life as far as he poflibly can
extend it, and to prevent the leall accident that may
bring on death one hour fooner than the laws of the
human fracture require. The military hero meets-the
king of terrors more from the diftates of reafon, than
the impulles of nature. His fame, his fortune, every
objet that can be dear to him, depend upon his refolu-
sion to die. He expofes himfelf to the danger of beinj
deftroyed, becaafe, an effort of fecating his life, muft
be attended with_ contempt and infamy. But; on tlre
other hand, who would wantonly chufe death, unlefs he
were agitated to fuch a choice by the fumes and vapours
of a diftempered brain ?

The {ubjedts, where arbitrary power is eftablifhed,
Jivein 2 continual fate of dread and apprehenfion, and
all their other paflions are fubdued by fear : fo that
fower inftances of fuicide have appeared in defpotic
governments, than in kingdoms, where liberty is more

cevalent, and where the paffions are lefs reftrained.

The diet, the air, and the political conitution of 2

country, give the peculiar, and difinguifhing character
of




ace iL1 iefce in the u{pmumcr ftate of a C;l';‘f.-i‘-.i:‘:}; and the
papal crown would be unanimon{ly prefented to C£sar.
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T'he melancholy cafe of Dr, owiFT has, 1 find, {e-
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dear fon, to oblerve in general, that temperange, exer-

cife, philofophy, and true religion, are tae {ureft means

to make men happy, and to preferve them from a con-
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ifm 1s lefs: deplorable; not lefs fhock-
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ing; than tlz:lt of madnefs. Idiotsare afliCted with no
turbulent paflions : they are innocent and harmlefs, and
often cxcite pity, but never occafion fear. The proverb
tells us, 'L hey arethe favenrites of fortune: but I {fuppofe

4
it- alludes only to thofe fools, awho can numlber twenty

piohily, and can tell the days of the iu;z.'{',r{'; and alas!
shofe are no-idiots in:the ey the:law. - The abfoli

LOGLC are 1o ;L.lOLS 1 e C'\-e OJ. 16’ a\‘;’. 1€ apl1oiate
naturals owe their wretchednefs to a wrong formation in
their brain, or to accidents intheir birth, or the dregs
of fevers, and other viola—nr diftempers. The laft was
the'cafe: of the Dean of St. Parrick’s, accozdmg to
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the account fent me by his two relations Mrs. WrHIT=R-
way, and Mr, SwirT 2: neither of whom, I think,
make the lealt mention of a deafnefs, that from time to
time attacked the Dean, and rendered him extremely
miferable. You will find him complaining of this mil-
fortune in feveral parts of his writings, efpecially in his
Ietters (of the eighth volume) to Dr. Sueripan®,
Poffibly fome internal preffure upon his brain might fisft
have affected the auditory nerves, and then, by degrees,
might have encreafed, fo as entirely to flop up that
fountain of ideas, which had before {pread itfelf in the
moft diffufive, and {urprifing manner.

Having juft now hinted to you the advantages that
have accrued to madmen, I ought not to omit the
honours that have been paid to fools. In former ages
the courts of France and England were not thought com-
pletely embellithed without a favourite idiot, who bore
the title of the King’s Jefter, and who was as rematkably
diftinguifhed by a cap and bells, as his royal mafter wis
diftinguifhed by a2 diadem and robes. 'This animal, like
Juwius Brutus, frequently aflumed the face and be-
haviour of folly, to anfwer his own particular views and
advantages. His bluntnefs and fimplicity recommended
him in thofe places, where truths, if {poken by a man
of fenfe, were difagreeable and dangerous. If he had
not the honour, like Brurus, to fave his country, at
lealt he had the happinefs to fecure himfelf : and his ex-

® See page 89, and page gr.
® See Vol. VIII, page 419.

preﬁoas
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preflions were often {o full of humour and farcalm, that,
to this day, they are recorded as pieces of wit. Such
was the famous reply of Arcuy to King JAMES the firfts
when his Majefty, amidft all his wildom, was {ufficiently
infpired with folly, to {end his only fon into Spain. But,
fools at prefent are no longer admired in courts, or, if
they are, they appear there without their cap and bells.

And now, my dear Hamirtown, to quit refleCti-
ons, that tend in general rather to terrify, than
to improve your anderftanding, let me obferve, in
honour of my friend SwiIFT, that his eftablithment of an
hofpital for idiots and lanatics, is remarkably generous:
as the unhappy perfons, who receive the benefit, muft,
for ever, remain infenfible of their benefaétor.

I am your affectionate Father,

ORRERY.

O, o, o 30 0. OV, 200 10 0 NV 0, by A, S XY M, 0, 0 0 1,
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L ETTER XXII

I B Direftions to Servants; which is the tra&t imme-
diately following Swirt’s Wil 1s imperfe&t and
anfinifhed. The editor tells us, thata preface and a de-
dication were to have been added to it. I think it was
not publifhed till after the Dean’s death ; but I remem-
bet the manufcript handed about, and much applauded,
N 2 in
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in his lifetime, T'0 fay the moft that'can be offered i1
its favour, ‘the'traé&t is written in'fo facetious a kind of
low humou¥, that it muft pleafe many readers: nor sk
without fome degree of merit, ‘by pointing out with an
amazing exatnefs '(and ‘what in a lefs trivial cale'muft
have been called judgment) the faults, ‘blunders, tricks,
lyes;and various knaveries, of domeftic fervants. How
much time mult have been employed in putting together
fuch a work? What an thtenfenefs of thought muft have
been beflowed upon the loweft; and moftflavifh feenes

of life? It is one of thofe compofitions, ‘that the utmoft
firength of wit can {carce fuftain from finking. A man

of Swirt’s exalted genius, ‘ought conltantly to have
foared into higher regions. He ought to have looked
upon perfons of inferior abilities; “as children, whom na-
ture had appointed him to inftru&, encourage, and im-
prove, Superior talents feem to have been intended by
Providence as public benefits, and the perfon, who pef-
fefles fuch bleflings, is certainly anfwerable to Heaven for
thole endowments, which he enjoys above the reft of
mankind. Let him jeft with dignity, and let him be iro-
nical upon ufeful fubjeéts : leaving poor flaves to Abeat
their porridge, or drink their fmall beer, in fach veflels as
they fhall find proper . “The Dean, it feems, had not
tﬁhis way of thjn‘king ; .zmd having I‘:cmg indulged: his paf-
fions, at laft perhaps miftook them for his duty. The mif-
take, my dear Hamivron, is neither extraordinary ner
furprifing. In pointeof religion it has carried men into

* See Vol. VIII, pages3.
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great extravagancies ; in thofe of morality, into no lefs;
but in politics, into the greateft of all. Our inclinations
foapt to hurry us into inconfiderate ations, that we
:

re afterwards inc ?'-cd to flatter ourfelves they are right,

o]

r

[
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only becaufe they have proceeded from our own thoughis
and direétions. Thus Swirr, when he had once efla-
blifhed the rule of Piwe Iz bagarelle, was Tefolved to pur-

fue it at all hazards. I wifh his ti:o'.ia'?_:ts had taken an-

other turn, . The lower clafles of mankind pafs on un-

noticed ; the great c*my are cenfured. They ougit to
be Pcll'LlCUl"ll}V attentive to every flep they take. 'I he

% ey 1% L) Mmooy e cermdal b e
Dean of St. PaTrick’s {hould have known nl"fﬁdu, das
F2 4 Beak / i A > 7 ani ARl #
INEX TAENL 1DON .fu’! A, 1 b ".:'? _I."rfii':'."{;--.";. and J.]:CL'_; ‘_ lavere-

mcmuuua‘, that Lmos and pricfts are extremely liable to
be cenfured. Poor Swirt! whydid he fink below him-
If before he was deprived of reafon ? Forgive him that

error, my HamiLTon, and draw a veil of oblivion over

certain cxcrca'{;cnc%cs of wit and humour, you will then
admire him, 2s an honour to the public, and a fcourge

to all t
Three pamphlets, relating to Jreland, fucceffively fol-
low the }_'.‘r.f';s-c-t;. fons to Seruants. f‘hc firlt is entitled, Rea-
Jons buv ' fered to the Parkament of Ireland, for repeal-
inl Teff in favour of the Catholics & The

he knaves and fools thi% time.

e adCL Y A ChL

ing the S
femnd,
Tythe of Hemp, Flaxy; Gc. by @ Modus : "Fhe third, Some
fﬂr?f-’-'.—‘-r Ll.fhr'.f egainft the Bill for fe ttling the Tythe qf‘
Hemp, Flax, &c. The fubjett-matter of thefe pamph-
phlets m ’zy p:rha*za be little worth your confideration?
but their ftyle will always command your attention.

N 3 They

1....‘_.

acainfl 1he Bill for [ettl: frér 1he
L o I -
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They are very much mifplaced, and, in any more me-
thodical edition of the Dean’s works, ought to appear
with fuch other pieces, as have been compofed by bim
agamit the diffenters. The firlt trac is'written under the
aflumed character of a Roman catholic, by which means
the author attacks his adverfaries with a great advantage.
He freely acknowledges the feveral atrocious crimes of
the papifts; but at the fame time palliates them fo fkil-
tully, that, from that very acknowledgment, he enables
himfelf to aim the heavier blows at the prefbyterians,
A paragraph extrafted from the pamphlet will exem-
plify my meaning., * We allew, fays he, #he CaTro-
““‘vics #0 be BRETHREN of the Diffenters ; fome people,
S ndeed (awhich wwe cannot allow ), avonld bawe them to

)
“ eftablifboed, and both agree in abolifbing this perfecuting
 facramental t¢ff 3 by awhich NEGATIVE DISCOURAGE-
“ MERT aw are both rendered incapable of civil and mili-
“tary employnents. Howewver, we cannot bt avonder at

7 R o . . 5
 be our clhildven, Lecaufe aye both diffent from the chureh

- $€ the bold fumiliarity of thefe fchifmatics, in calling the

““ memoers of the national church their RRETHREN and
“ FELLOW-PROTESTANTS, [t 75 true, that all thefe
€€ [eéts (except the CATHOLICS) @re BRETHREN Zo cach
S other infaction, ignorance, iniquity, perverfene/s, pride,
 and (if we ¢xcept the QUAKERS) in rebellion, But, how
 the chuyrchmen can be fiyled their FELLOW-PROTEST=
 ANTS, e cannot comprebend. Becaufe, awhen the
¢ avhole BABEL of fefaries joined againf? the Church, the
¢ King, and the Nobility, for tawenty years, in @ MATCR
¥ AT FOOT-BALL ; where the praverb exprefly tells us,

9 € thag

Y
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¢ that ALL ARE FELLOWS; abile the three kingdoms
awere toffed to and fro, the churches and cities, and royal
palaces, fbattered to pieces by their BaLLS, their BUE-
FETS, aud their XYCKs; the wiftors avould allowy no
more FELLOWS AT FOOT-BALL i but murdered, [eque-
flered, plundered, deprived, banifbed to the plantations,
or. enflacved, all their oppofers avho had LOST THE
game.” The greateflt art, and the keeneft firokes of
irony, difplay themfelves throughout the whole compofi-
tion : and the conclafion of it is drawn up with a mix-
ture of ferious and ironical arguments that feem to defy
all kinds of refutation.

The two next pamphlets for feztling the Tythe of Hemp,
&c. by a Modus, are entirely adapted to. the clergy of
Ireland 3-but I cannot avoid obferving in thofe papers, a
greater fund of calmnefs, notalefs degree of {pirit, than
in many other of Swirt’s political writings.

The remainder of this volume is like a garden over-
run with docks and thiftles, among which fome rofe-
trees accidentally make their appearance. The {cythe
of time, or the weeding-knife of a judicious editor, will
cut down the docks and thifiles, but the beauty of the
rofes will particularly appear in fome {ermons that are
curious; and curious for fuch reafons, as would make
other works defpicable. They were written in a carelefs’
hurrying manner, and were the offspring of neceflity, not
of choice: fo that you will fee the original force of his
genius more in thefe compofitions, that were the legiti-
mate fons of duty, than in other pieces, that were the na-
tural fons of love. They were held in {uch low eficem

X 1
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only arc publithed ; and thofe I have read over with at:

PR T a2 3T 5 T P T T 5s e P S ST  TE e ) -
tention. ‘The firft is apon Murual Subjeiion, and that
1

duty which is owing from one man to another. -A clearer

ityle, or a difcourfe more propetly adapted to a -public

e am deaven. oo .1 P P eaal .
;’!'.L-:\_l.l'l..-llue’ €dan icarce pe raimned. E\.‘ﬂr}f }:}d.d%luPJl 1S

fimple, nervous, and intelligible.  The threads of each
argument are clofely conneéted, and logically purfued :
but in places where the Dean has the leag opportunity
to introduce political maxims, or to dartan arrow at the
condudt of princes, he never fails to indulge himfelf in
his ufual manner of thinking, as you will judge from
the following quotations: * 4 «wi/z man, {ays Dr, SwirT,
¥ awbo doth not affift aith bis counfels 5 @ great man awith
4 bis proteBion ; a richman avith his bounty and charity ;
* and a poor man wwith bis lakour 3 are perfect nuifances in
*“.a comm nwealth, Neither is any condition of fif# more
“ bonourable in the Sight of Gob than another 3 y;’é;‘r-‘u:{;‘}
“ he world be a vefpeller of perfons, avhich he affurett us

“he 75 not: for he hark propofed the fame falvation fo

 flations to work it out.  Princes are Loy aith uo more
“ advantages of Srength or avifdom than other men 5 and,
“ by an unbappy education, are ufually more defectivein both

“than

¥ all meny; and hatkh only placed them in different wways or

R
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ya . . T
] / Crside ol their fubielts . Aoaii » the {ar
“ than ,‘,s_:()g{j‘g._r,:;‘.-;.l_-. gj toeiv fuidjeces =, £Again, 1n the iame

T e S Y e S R R e e e

¢ ftrain, . ¢ The bofl prince is, in the cprnion of Wije wieny
1 o~ r 7 e e 2 :_: z -

oLy ¥ cgtefl fevevant of i0¢ nalion; 7ot Gnly a jg"}'_

& ant fo the dublic in general, tut in fome fort to every

- A e ] BPars ha m Y s en i e o Taop 1c »
“ wman smdt . But the moft extraordinary paflage is a

covert ftroke: at the };ighfﬂ: order of his brethren the

Sk g e LD e i B S R =

CTLL:::I:,,- IL runs tous tbe ",'.:J.u’a’.';.‘ G"I'l I?.f‘;.. e ek f.’l‘r)"
: S 0 Iy CREE ST e e i

£k I‘.‘f}';i‘-,' OTLER to the E.‘z‘.’:"ff{u[r aifii ioutian ff/ fff'”{t;-f - '{'35}'(

the great ff.-ﬂ'.-'_:‘:‘ of heawen, is treated like
“ the .'i“_-"f.-'fi's cf'f.",-".'ff.' :-‘m'!.é‘ . aubo (r.’-'i- oS ff:f ‘:.; ba ps iitends
“ ing avedl them ,J wes ) hawve often :;;q;r abominable mini=
¢ Bers and fewards, and thofe gener ally the fvifcj? ta whom
““they entruft the mof) talents ©. Dark as itis, this para-
gr'iph requires no explanation. The author’s natural turn

1

f mind breaks forth upon all occafions, and the politi-
cian frequently ontweighs the divine, If the diftates of

fuch a fpirit were capable of forcing their way from the

pu];w?&‘, what a .r-'_;'i.-:-1-'..r_;':_::?, what a confiflent figure, mufk
SwirT have made in the roftrum -at Rome,. or in one of

)

the perticos s €

‘The next moral efiay, for I can {carce call it a {ermon;

is upon the 'Tr;,-".-f.f.-f;rc;-".' of Confeience : in which the author

inferts {ome very ftriking obfervations upon fuch falfe
notions of henour as are too preval lent in the world. I

am fo far from thinking it a trouble, that I think it 2

p ealure, tG tranfcribe L:, particular pafiage: ¢ ;}-,»_{, alle
= ! i~ . ¥ o~ '
5 srinciple, aubich [ome men Jet up in tie pffsce of confcience

“ to be théir direGor inlife, is what thefe who pretend ta

& 2L bPage 215. g
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<4ty call noNoUR.  This word is often made the funsisn
“of anoath; it is rechoned a great commendation 3o be a
 man of fri& bonour ; and it is commonly underffood, that
“ aman of bonour can never be guilty of a bafe adion. This
“ a5 ufually the flyle of mi litary men 5 of perfons awith tiths;
““and of others avkho pretend to birth and quality. It is true
“ indeed, that in antient times it avas univerfally ander-
“ flood, that bonour awas the reward of wirtue ; but if
“ Juch honour as is now-a-days going avilinot permit aman
“ to do a bafe alion, it muft be allowed, there arg wery
“Jexw fuch things as bafe aBlions in nature. No man of
“ bomoury: as that word is ufually underflood, did ever pre-
“ tend, that his honour obliged him to be chafle or tempes
“rate 5 to pay bis creditors 5 to be ufeful to bis country; to
“ do good tomankind ; to endeavour to be wife or learned ; %
“ regard bis word, bis promife, or bis oath ; or if be hath
“any of thefe virtues, they awere never learned in the
¢ catechifm of honour; which contains but tevo precepts,
¥ the punitual payment of debts contraled at play, and the
“ right underflanding the feweral degrees of an affront, in
¥ order to revenge it by the death of an adverfary 3.7

The third difcour{e npon The Trinity is indeed a’ fer-
mon, and one of the beft in its kind. Dr. SwirT feems
not.to have made fuch a plan his voluntary choice, nor
to have built, /zo ex motu, upon {uch a bafis ®; but he

2 Page 228.

P In the beginning of his {ermon, he lets us know, that
he preached it on Trinity Sunday, a day on which all the
clergy think themfelves confined to this theme, .

as
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has completed the fuperflructure in a moft mafterly man-
ner: the materials anfwer the dignity of the edifice, and
the artificer may affume great honour, upon the comple=
tion of fo noble, fo fimple, and fo ufeful a pile. The
myflerious parts of our religion are apt to have dread-
ful effe@s upon weak minds. The general comments
upon the facred writings, and the feveral fermons upon
the moft abftrufe points of feripture, are too often com-
pofed in the gloomy ftyle. Damnation, eternal damna-
tion, is placed with all its horror before our eyes; and
we are {o terrified at the profpe&, that fear makes us
imagine, we can comprehend myiteries, which, on this
fide of the grave, muft be for ever denied to our limited
underftandings. Swirt has taken the fafell, and the
properet method of expounding thefe arcana. He ad-
vances every pofition that can be eftablifhed upon fo in-
{:ompre'.:.c.nﬁ'“.lc a {fubjet. He fuftains the helief, avows
the dolrine, and adapts the matter of faith as well
as poflible to the human capacity. - His manner of rea-
foning is mafterly, and his arguments are nervous; par-
ticularly where he fays, € It is bighly probable, that if
« Gobo fhould pleafe to reveal unto us this great myfiery of
< the Trinity, gt fome other myfleries 19 our f;a{'}‘ religion, ae
< ould not be able to underfland them, uniefs he avould at
“ the fame time think fit ta beflow on us fome new Powers
“ or faculties of the mind, avbich awe want at prefent, and
§€ are ?':;ﬁ';'fved to the day of refurredtion to life cternal 2.0
But, my Hawy, you muft be weary of quotations. Iz

f
2 Page 246.

will
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will make no more: and in excufe of thofe alread ly made,
I can only effer, that in comments upon original au-

L

thors, quotations dre often the beft, and perhaps the only

explanations that can fully anfwer the end propofed. I

¢+ ¢ha WAl i ek e A —
mean, that the or él’-c‘.. 1ping 1s 10 vola latile o e tito-ad-
mit of the leaflt transfufion, In OTd1IDArY ¢ -.i-_uI:‘-_'s::ilf.iOi'iS,

the effence may be cxt;'aiitcd, and the fubtileff parts di-

ftilled : but Swrrr’s {fermons a}‘}i“r"ﬂred a chymical pre-
paratlon of fo extraordina ary, and '-J:llf:t:';;-.ing a nature,
that I was refolved tofend you as much of the mthereal
fpirit, as might be {2 "‘ly {.‘0“1*‘:-:;'(:;1 by the pott.

I fhall take no notice of a fourth {ermon, asit is evi-
dently not compofed by the Dean 2 but I find, hat I
have omitted to mention two poecms of

humour. They are previous to the {fermons. The Frﬁ b

rreat ‘-‘w’lL

was artfully publithed by Dr, Swirr in a manner {o dif-

ferent {rom thofe rules of poetry to which he confined
himfelf, that he hoped the public might miftake it for a
fpurious, or incorret copy ftolen by memory from his
original poem. He took great pleafure in this fuppofi-
tion : and T believe it anfivered his expefiation. One of
his firicteft rules in poetry was to avoid friplets. "Wha
can have given rife to fo nice a peculiarity, is difficult to
determine. It mightbe owing only to a fingular turn of
thinking ; but t‘ﬂc reafon which he pu bm:iy afligned
feemed not fo much againft the practice itfelf, as againtt

L]

The difficalty of knowing one’s filf, p. 23 5.
® The Life and Genuine Charalicr of the R verend Dr,

Doy T

2y 1L L,

the
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the poets who indu loed them{elves in that manner of writ-

3 1\. a " . : 1B T o G e e T

ing. “ A cuftos .L,ccmdmg to the Dean’s opinion) intro-

i e o M (PR . X . o FISET, B Jos B s
duced by lazinef: continued by 1gnorance, and eitabliin-

-

“ed by'falfe tafte,” '\ Vith deference to fo greata eritic, it
1s a cuftom, that has frequently been purfued with remark-

able fuccefs. Mr. Drypen aboundsin triplets; and in fome
of his moft elegant poems, the. third c:{;::ch'di“-g verfe
forms L.m fineft climax inthe wholepiece. Mr. WaLLER,

1

N !‘ L =y . w e Ly o el
the father ofall fl ud».’q"f‘f} etry, hasgenerally refery mf the
S R ; TSN e .
niceit }Jr}mt of wit to his u:i.ux,.lttj line : and upon an 1m-
partial ‘enquiry, it is almoft to'be queftioned, whether, in
ABRT e L  baknee — W hiis ihelabialds o A e e T
._‘:"1.).114-;’ '._'_‘..Lu,h'_\_:‘_,_ LHIS 'LL’_‘Z!J!:“;\.L'-.'L'.L, Lr1pi€c Inay -not 3_L‘d

greater beauty to a poetical compofition, than a ny other
circumftance.  T'o be confined, on‘any terms, by the
links of rhyme, is of great difadvantage to our E inglifl

#lhat T
poetry. The fineft poem that we can boaft, and whic ?:
A B0 AT -\.." e : g 1 e
WeE {'.L‘;'uril 'L.:, anda i_-‘:._,iﬂ“:.'.z WOUJIO Williln l:}r 1 :CI‘..T, LG );1‘13

them as l:ﬂrrt and C:J.I ; as we can.

The fcc011d poem 2, entitled, Ferfes on the Death of
Dr. SwirrT, occafioned by reading a Maxim in Rocup-
FOUCAULT, is a moft pointed piece of f:

of the Dean’s poems have more wit ; nor are any of them
more fevere. . In it he has fummoned tog%ther his whole
powers of fatyr and },1 iy ey
legacy of anger and difappointment ;. butas the two lal

dfhd

lines
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lines # are grammatically incorre&, and as they were noe

inferted in the firft edition pablifhed at Londsn, I cannot
tell how they bave creptinto a poem; that is otherwife

as exactly polifhed as any of Swirr’s niceft compofis
tions.

‘The remaining pieces in this volume are neither wor=
thy of Swirt’s pen, nor of your perufal.  Many of
them are fpurious, and many more are trifling, and in
every refpedt improper for the public view: fo that
what was once ludicronily faid upon a different occafion,
may be apphed not only to the laft volume, but indeed ta

-fcsme of the former, as “ they put us in mind of the fa-

f.mous machine in WinsTaNLEY s water-works, where,

‘ out of the fame veflel, the {peGtators were prefented

¢ with tea, coffee, chocolate, champaigne, and four
¢ {mall beer.”

I am, my dear Son,
Your truly affeltionate Father,

: ORRERY.
b 2 v A i My 0o 0 oy, ol B 0 : e
PRGT PP RPRRRRPPRLRLe0eD

LETT ER XXIIL

E have now gone through Favikner’s edition of
Swirt’s works; butthere are flill remaining three of

* That kingdom be hath left his debtor,
d wifhs it foon may have a better,

his
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his pieces, The Tale of a Tub, the Battle of the Boois iz
St, Tames's Ez':;z"m}f, and The F;*f;'g:;.az';frz‘, which, :‘Jthougﬁ
notabfolutely owned by the Dean, aut Erofini Sunt aue
Diabol;. ,

The firkt of thefe, The Tuls of a Tub, has made much
noife in the world. = It was one of SWIFT’s earlieft per-
formances, and has never been excelled in wit and fpir?t
by his own, or any other pen.  The cenfures that ara
pafled upon it, are various, The moft material of which
were fuch as refle¢ted upon Dr. SWIFT, in the chara&er
of a clergyman, and a Chriftian, It has been one of the
misfortunes attending Chriftianity, that many of hep
fons, from a miftaken £lial piety, have indulged them-
felves in too reftrained, and. too melancholy a way of
thinking. ~Can we wonder then, if a book, compofed
with all the force of wit and humour jn derifion of {3-
cerdotal tyranny, in ridicule of grave hypocrify, and
m contempt of phlegmatic ftiffreefs, fhould ba wilfully
mifconftrued by fome perfons, and ignorantly’ miftaken
by others, as a farcafm and reflection upon the whofe
Chriftian Church ? Swirr’s ungovernable {pirit of irony
has fometimes earried him into very unwarrantable flights
of wit. I have remarsed fuch paflages with a moft up.
willing eye. Baut, let my affe@ions of friendthip have
been ever fo great, my paternal affeGion is ftill greafer :
and T will purfue candour, even with an aching heart,
when the purfuit of it may tend to your advantage ¢
inftruétion. In the ftyle of truth therefore, I muft (if1
look upon The Tale of o Tub, as no intended infult againt
Chriftianity ; but as a fatyr againft ‘the wild errors of
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the charch of Rome, the flow and inco“.phtﬂ reform-
ation of the Lutherans, and the abfurd and affefted zed

of the Prefbyterians. In the charaéter of PETER, wefee
the pope, {eated on his pontifical throne, and aderned
with his triple crown. In the pifture of MaRTIN, We
view Lurtner, and the firft 1'311';1'311:‘:1% . and in the re-
préefentation of Jack, we fee Joun Carviw and his
difciples. The author’s arrows are chiefly directed againft
PeErer and Jack. To MarTiN, he Glms all the in-
dulgence that the laws of allegory will p"rmlt.

The actions-of PETER are thc aftions of 2 man intoxi-
cated with pride, power, rage, tyranny, and felf-conceit.
Thele paflions are placed in the moii: ridiculous light :
and the effeéts of them prod to us the tenets and
doétrines of papal Rome, fuch as purgatory, penance,
flion, tranfubftantia-

A . -
] e e PRl i
CE, :i‘;uaL’EJ‘cf_;‘-ft?ESg auricular confell
y

tion, and thofe dreadful n‘ea‘-lﬂ-.:r;s, the pontifical bulls,
which, ac Ohalm.., to this ludicrons author, derived their
origin from the famo :baﬂr of Corcuos, defcribed by

Ovip,

g T r i s ' ] .

Tervibiles wnltus, prefixcque cornua ferro ;

Pulvereungue folum { M’[ :;W ‘acvere bifulcos

Fumiif: c,:fr; ve loctim Mf!; L3 ”"z were 2.

¢« But Lorp Perer’s urLs, fays The Tale of o Tub,
¢ quere cxtremely witiated by time in the metal of their
¢ feet, avhich, from: BRASS, avas now degenerated “into
. common LEAD. Hoavewer, the terrible 7oaring peculiar

3 Ovip Metam, Lib. VII. ver. 112.
111 f?
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§¢. 3o their lincage was preferved, as likeawife that faculty
< of BREATHING out fire at their noftrils” Thefe pafl-
ages, and many others, no doubt, muit be conflrued as
antichriftian by the church of Rome. When the chief
minifter, and his minions, are expofed, the keener the
fatyr, ‘the more liable is it to be interpreted into high
treafon againft the king.

In the charafter of Jack, a {et of people were
slarmed, who are eafily offended, and who can fcarce
bear the chearfulnefs of a {mile. In their diftionrry,
wit is only another name for wickednefs : and the purer
or more excellent the wit, the greater and more impious
the gbomination. However wide therefore the difference
of Perer and Jack might have been in fafhioning their
coats, the two brothers moft fincercly agreed in their
hatred of an adverfary fo powerful as this anonymous
{pared mo unmannerly tefleftions upon

author. They
ecourfe to every kind of abufe

his charatter. They had r
that could reach him. And fometimes it was the work
of Swirt, and his com panions : fometimeés not a2 fyl-
lable of it was his work ; it was the work of one ¢f his
uncle’s fons, a clergyman : and fometimes it was the
work of a perfon, who was 0 be namelefs. Each of
thefe malicious conjectures reigned in its turn ; and you
‘will find, my HaMILTON,; ¢hat bold affertions, however
falfe, -almoft conftantly meet with fuccefs; a kind of
ould appear one of the fevereft infotutes

tribmph,- that wo
of fate, if time, and truth, did not foon obliterate alh

marks of the vittory.
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The criticifms - of .the Martinifts (whom we may fup-

pofe the.members of the church of England ). were,-it s
to be hoped, more candid : for Mar7 1w, as I have juft
now hinted, is treated with a mueh lefs degree of far-
cafm than the other two brothers. What relates to him
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fo-fhort, that I will venture to tranfcribe it. - ¢ Zhegj
both [ Lutner and CaLvin] % ananimoufly entered upon
this great awork [THE REFORMATION], looking fome-
Fimes on their coatsy and fometimes on the winn, ~Mag-
TIN Jaid the firf} -hand 5 at one tavitch brought off &

large bandful of POINTS; and, aith a [econd pulf, -

fiript away ten dozen pards of ¥RINGE. But, when be
bad gone thus far, bhe demurred @ while: he knew
very avell, there yef remained a great deal more to be
done : howewver, the firfl beat being over, bis wiolence
began to cool, and he refolved to proceed more hode-
rately in the reft of the avork 5 having already wvery
narrewly efcaped a fwinging rent in pulling o the
POINTS, awhich, being TAGGED WITH SILVER (aF
ae bave obferwed before), the judicious workman bad,
awilh ?ﬁzifbfﬂﬂ'(*{‘rf}', doy {'u— joon 1o '*’H’\:: ve them Jmm
FALLING. - Refolving therefore to r a’!eu coat of @ buge
quantity of GOLD LACE, be picked up the fzfrfiw with
much cautions and diligently gleaned out all the loofe
threads as be went 5 awbhich proved to be a work of time.
Then be fell about the embroidered INDIAN figures of
e, women, and childven 5 againf! ahich, as you hawe
beard in its due place, their father’s teffament avas ex-
tremely exal and fevere. Thefe, wwith much dexterity
and application, were, “fter a while, quite eradicated,

(43 v
a




o
AR ; — - I
= e b R ==l - "~ K

T e ie————— S ——— e e e T T

AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 193

or utterly defaced. For the refl, avhere be obfecrved the
embroidery to be avorked fo clofe; as not to be got away
auithout damaging the cloth, or abhere it ferved to bide
or frengthen any flaw in the body of the coat, contralied
by the perpetual ‘tampering of  workmen upon it be con-

(11
(14
[11
[ 51
&

< cluded, the wifeft courfe wwas to let it vémain, refolving

in 7o -cafe whatfoever, that the Subftance of the fluff
Sould fuffer injury, wbich he thought the beft method for
¢ ferving the true intent and meaning of ‘bis father’s
€ winh. . ud this is the neareft account I have been-able

(11

11

L1

to colled of NMIARTIN's: proceedings up:n this great vevo-
¢ [ution.”

The church of England can fcarce be angry at fuch a
favourable account of LutaEr : efpecially as we. have
fince reformed from LuTHER himfelf, and, fo far as our
judgments can teach. us, have reftored our Aabits 4lill
nearer to the original fafhion, which they bore at the
perfection of the Teffament. 'The beft, and, what is more
extraordinary, the moft ferious apology, that can be made
for the author, was written by himfelf, and 1s dated
Fune 3, 17093 from which time, it has been conftantly
printed in 2 prefatory marnner to the work itfelf, In
this apology, Dr. SWIFT candidly acknowledges, that
¢¢ Thereare J-';;‘:verﬂf )'Gztf‘f;r::‘ff __f:;;' #es, awhich, from the grave
¢ ond the avife, may deferve @ rebuke”  Aund further
adds, that “ He auill forfeit his life, if any one opinion
‘¢ can fairly be deduced from the book, avhich is contvary
& to religion or moraiity.”

The dedication to Prince Pofferity will pieafe yous

| gor will vou be lefs entertained by the feveral digre/fions
0 2 which
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which are written in .ridicnle of bad critics, dull com-
mentators, -and the whole fraternity of  Grub-ftreer phi-
lofophers.  The Intredusiion: abounds. with wit. and hu-
mour : but the author never lofes the leaft opportunity
gainft Mr. DR¥YDEN, and
confequently loads with infults the greateft, although the

of venting his keeneft fatyr a
-« .

leaft profperous, of out Englith poets, Yeét who .can
avoid fmiling, when he finds the Hind and Panther men-
tioned as.a complete abfiralt of fixteen thoufand fehoolmen,
and when¥Tommy Porrs is fuppofed written by the fame
hand, as a fupplement to the former awork? I am willing
to imagine, that DrypEn, in fome manner or-other,
had offended my friend Dr. SwirT, who, otherwife, I
hope, would have been more indulgent to the: errors of
a man opprefled by poverty; driven .on by party,-and
bewildered by religion.

But although our fatyrical author, now-and-then,
may have indulged himfelf in fome perfonal animofities,
or may have taken freedoms not {o perfettly confiftent
with that folemn decency, which .is required from a
clergyman ; yet, throughout the whole piece, thereis
2 vein of ridicule and good humour, that.laughs. pe-
dantry and affeGation into the loweft degree of contempt,
and expofes the charader of PeTEr and Jack in fuch a
manner, as never will be forgiven, and never can be
anfwered. :

The Battle of the Books took its rife from the contro-
verfy between Sir Wirriam TEmrLE and Mr. WoTTON:
a controverfy which made much noife, and employed

many pens, towards the latter end of the lalt century.
This
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This humorous treatife-1s drawn up in an heroic comic
tyle, in which Sw i1rT, with great witand {pirit, gives
¢he vi€tory to the former. The general plan is excellents;
but particular parts are defe&ive, The frequent chafms
puzzle and interrapt the narrative : they neither convey
any latent ideas, NOr point out any diffant or occule far-
cafms. Some charalters are barely touched upon, which
might have been extended ; others are enlarged, which
might have been contra ted, ~The name of HorACE 15
fcatce inferted, and VirciL is introduced only for an
opportunity of comparing his tranflator: DRYDEN, t0 the
Lady in a Lobfler: toa Moufe under a Canapy of State:
and to a fbrivelled Beau wvithin the Penthoufe of a full-bot-
somed Perviawigs ~ Thefe fimilies carry the true ftamp of
ridicule + but rancour muft be very prevalent in the heart
of an-author, who could overlook: the merits of Dry-
pen; many of whofe dedications and prefaces are as fine
compofitions, and as juft piecesof eriticifm, as any imour
language. The tranflation -of VirgiL was a work of
hafte and indigence : DRYDEN' Was equal to the under=
taking, butunfortunate during the conduét of it,

And now, asl have mentioned VireiL, and as L in-
dulge myfelf in an anlimited manner of exprefling to you
my thoughts, I muf plead that kind of habit for infert-
ing a conjelture, which, ‘perhaps, is parely chimerical,
but which, in the purfuit of it, has given me no {mall
degree of pleafure, as the motive tends to vindicate one
of your favourite poets from the cenfure of ingratitude.

The ‘critics havé been juftly furprifed, that VIRGIE
{cems entirely to have negletted Horace, when it 15

O3 evident,
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evident, that Horace takes frequent occafions 'of ex-
prefling the greateft tendernefs, efteem, and gratitude,
for VirerL, They have endeavoured  to account for
this neglett, by fuppofing, that fome of Vircir’s poems
have been loft; otherwife, who could imagine, that the
author of the ZEneid fhould have pafled over in filence
the name of fo excellent, and {o eftimable a friend ? In
the Greek and Roman writers it is not to be doubted,
that there are many expreflions, which, at the time when
written, were evident marks to diftinguifh particular
chara&ters.  Thefe, by the courfe of years, are now ren.
dered doubtful and obfcure. HoracE’s Glyconr was al-
ways taken for a gladiator, till at the bottom of the ftatue
of the HercuLEs FARNESE an old infcription was dif-
covered, that fhews it was {o called from the name of
the famous fculptor who made it. Many paflages in
Mr. Pore’s poems, which are now eafily explained, may,
in a few centuries, become entirely unintelligible, and
(excufe the improbability of the circumitance) when it is
no longer remembered that he lived at Tavitnam, he
will no longer be known for the Swan of Thames.
ViRrGIL, in his Eclogues, celebrates PoLrio, Varus,
and Gavnus, and he dedicates his Georgics to Mecz-
was : but in the Zneid, he could not introduce any of
his cotemporaries, except by feigned names : and even
then, the connexion of  the fable muft be preferved, and
fome poetical differences muft be allowed. Such a con-
dn& has induced {fome of the commentators to affix vari,
ous names to particular charaters in the Aneid. They
have mentiongd Marivus, Pomeey, Curio, and others;

but

——m———
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but their hints and fketches have been imperfect, and
written at random.

Bifhop ATTERBURY 15 mOre explicit.  That learned
prelate, in all the elegance and ~delicacy. of criticifm,
illuftrates the paflage relating to 1aris, and fixes to it
¢he name and charadter of AnToNtus Musa, an emi-
nent phyfician, and polite (cholar, at Rowe. The Barry 2

-

of his day.

From thefe attempts, I have been encouraged to
fearch for the charaler of HoracE; and inftead of an
imperfeét picture, 1 hope, I fhall be able to point out &
very remarkable likenefs in the following lines.

Et amicam Cretea mufiss
Cretea mufarum comiten, cui carmina femper
Et cithare cordi, numerofque intendere nereis 3
-Semj.ver £quns, alque armd f'-.):'r.{?m, pxg:zg@;za canebat.

An-ode in Horace, which appears, by the SN
TirIDATES, to have been written at the fame time with
the feventh book of Vircir, bears a very firiking re-
{emblance to fome part of this quotation.  You remem-
ber :

Mufis amicus triftitiam et metus
Tradam protervis in mare Creticum

Portare wentis.

The Mufis amicus was, in all probability, a {ynony-
rious name of Horace, by which he was then diftin-

* Dr. Epwarp Barry of Dublin.
0 4 guithed,
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guifhed, and perfeétly well known at Rome, Such an ap-
peliation might be given to him from this gay and {pirit-
ed ode. He begins it, by delivering at once all his cares
and fears to be buried in the Cretan fea. Tisuinus
and Avacreow have the fame general fentiment ; but
Horace choofes this particular part of the ocean for the
eternal grave of all his cares. A circumfiance which
might occafion VirciL to give him the name of Cri-
TEAS: and d dare fay, Him, you will agree with me in
obferving, that VircIL repeats that name with: a cer=
tain tendernefs and efteem, as if he was unwilling to-quit
the fubjed, and as if he could wifh to dwell longer in the
defcription of {o excellent a genius, and fo remarkable a
poet.
But the line,

. r i L3 w
Bt cithare cords, numerofque intend ere nerwis,

feerns diretly to point out Horace, and to celebrate
him for his lyric performances. Monsreur Dacier,
in the preface to his Horacr, gives an hiftory of the pro-
grefs and decay of Iyric poetry. He obferves, that from
tie foundation of Rome to the reign  of Aveusrtus

Cz&sar (a fpace of above feven hundred years) not ong

Iyric poet had appeared. Horace was the firlt Roman,
who, with a furprifing natural genius, having ftudied and
acquired the beauty and firength of numbers, formed
himfelf upon the Grecian plan, and became the beft La.

tin lyric poct of the Anguftan age. From whence, it

almoft

T~ SR
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almoft evidently appears, that this pnﬁ‘age can only be
adapted to him.

Thus far, without firaining the explanation of thefe
lines, T would willingly hope, that the features of Ho-
rack are difcernible, The laft verfe indeed does not
{eem to anfwer fo exaltly his poetical chara&er.

Semper equos, arque arma wirdm, pagnafyue canebat.

Let us try, if we cannot banifh the objettion, and efta-
blith a perfe& confirmation of the refemblance.

Several of the odes of Horace are remarkably fine in
the warlike ftrain, particularly the ode to Aucustus
after the battle of A&ium, when the fenate had agreed to
addrefs folemn hymns to the Emperor in the {fame man-
ner as to the celeftial deities. The ode beginning Ca/o
tonantem, and occafioned by the conquelt over the Bri-
tons and Perfians, is full of fire. But the addrefs to
Asinivs Porrio breathes war and flaughter fill in a
moré exalted ftrain,

Fam. nunc minaci miurmure Cornuum
Perflringis aures : jam litui firepunt
FTam fulgor armorum fugaces

Terret equos, equitumque wultus.

Monsieur Sanapon obferves, that this ftanza, and
the four which follow it, are written with the greateft
fpirit of lyric poetry. His exprefiion is La force de
Poefic lyrigue ne wa point au de la

It is very certain, that HoraCE was a pel

erfect mafter
of the poetical array of battle, the din of war, an

 §
d thefound
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of clarions : or, in the words of VirGiL, rquss, atgue arma
wirdm, pugnafgue cancbat.  But, notwithftanding his
powers in'that ftyle, he ﬁ:ems conftantly defirous of de-
clining any long poem, or laboured performance; upon

o]

thele 14;J,-‘Lu. In his ode beginning Motum ex Metella,
$

e advifes Asinius Porrio to lay afide al intentions of

writing tragedy, and he farther nrges him to complete 2
poem upen the civil wars, between ANToNy and Oc-
Tavivs: bat he damps this advice, by pointing out the
danger of the theme. He tells PoLrio,

Pericnboje plenum opus alewe
Traltas 5 et incedis per ignes
Suppofitos cineri dolofe.

Thus, while he expatiates upon the difficulty of the
undertaking, he fhews himfelf fuperior to the labours
that deter him. As a Poet, we may be aflured he was
equal to the tafk : as a politician, we may prefume, he
avoided it. He was unwilling to remind his imperial
.-*tnaﬂcr of a war, i which he had appeared in arms
againft his princé: and in which, the chara@ler of Avu-
cusTus had not been diftinguifhed with the moft perfe&

degree ‘of luftre.  Yet, that fuch a kind of work was
ex },ectci from him, may undoubtedly be deduced from
svhat he fays in one of his odes to MecENas.

i‘.\)

Tuque pedeftribus
Dices hiftoriis preelia Ce/faris,
Aleczuas, MELIUS,

Here
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Here you fee, Horack afligns to his patron I\Tr CIENAS
all-the laurels that might accrue from a complete poem
upon ‘the wars of AucusTus: and in another place, the
poet, with more modefty than juflice, fays,

Cupidum, pater optime; vires
Deficiunt : neque enim quiwis horrentia pilis
.z‘?gmi;z;:;, nee frafia pereuntes c;{{:’:z'f!—‘ Gallss,
Aut Jabentis equo deferibat walicra Parthi,

Thefe lines are in fuch a ftrain, as to demonfirate the
powers of the mufe much lefs deficient than the will.
It is very probable therefore, that, during the time,
while the public expeftations were raifed in hopes of
{ecing Horace undertake fome poem entirely formed
upon the military plan, Vircir might have compofed
that part of the Zneid from whence I bave drawn my
quotation, and might very jultly have given Horace
the charaller of CrETEas, not only in confequence of
the odes already written, but under a kind of certainty,
of feeing ‘future and jnore periecl poems in the {ame
ftrain. =

I fubmit to your judgment, whether thefe furmifes

- 1 - 1 = ~ ™ e a4 e B e
are juft. I really think they bear a great refemablance

¢ruth.  Pofitive affertions on {fuch doubt

leave to more eftablithed critics: and return
civil warsin Iraly, tothe civil wars in St James’s library.

The two chief heroes among the modern
Worton and Bentrey. Their figures

T
€nerals, aic

4
:I = '...l ];'au‘red
in the moft difadvantageous attitudes. The former 15

-~ .y
{ L L |

delicrioed,
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defcribed, full of fpleen, dulnefs, and ill manners. The
latter 15 1‘cp1‘efented, tall, avithout J{é’mpa or- cameling/s
large, withont ffrength or propertion.  But, I will not
anticipate your future pleafure in reading a performance
that you will probably wifh longer, and more complete,

The Battle, which is maintained by the antients with
great fuperiority of ftrength, though:not of numbers,
ends with the demolition of BeEnTLEY and his friend
WorTton by the lance of your grandfather. And here,
my fon, it is not poflible for me to avoid taking notice of
one particular paflage relating to my father. “ Boyvg,
“ fays the author, clad in a fuit of armour, WHICH HAD
¢ BEEN GIVEN HIM BY ALL THE GODS, advanced to-
¢ avards the trembling foe, who now fled before bim.”

I fhall not difpute about the gift of the armour: but
thus far I will venture to obferve, that the gods never
beftowed celeftial armour, except upon heroes, whofe
courage, and foperior firength, diftinguifhed them from
the reft of mankind ; whofe merits and abilities were
already confpicuous; .and who could wield, though
young, the fword “of Mars, and adorn it with all the
virtues of MinErvA : and let me affure you, my deareft
Hamirton, that your grandfather {uftained the cha-
rafter, which he had fo early acquired, to the laft moment
of his life, and, on many occafions, exerted his abilities
in fuch a manner, as evidently thewed, that he wanted
neither armour, nor extraordinary afliftance, to add to
his firft victory {uch fuperior ornaments, as will for ever
be repofited among the brighteft trophies, in the temple
of fame.

But
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But before I quit this {ubjeét, give me leave to own .
how fenfibly I felt the force of an arrow directed from
his hand. - The wound, I believe, was not defigned to
be lafting. It was given in a paflion, and upon an ex-
traordinary occafion : but afterwards he was {o defirous
to heal it, by a retarn of the greateft degree of friend-
fhip and affeéiion, 'that he had direfted the remaining
car to be entirely erafed, when his unexpeted and too
{fudden death prevented the completion of his kind in.
tentions, and the perfection of my cure. With difficulty
[ {urvived the fhock. As it was not in my power to
void the fevere decree, I obeyed: and, by my obedi-

ence, have flattered myfelf, that I fubmitted to the will

Y

of heaven. However, I have fince thought, that 1
could not.offer a more grateful facrifice to his manes,
than by exerting thofe faculties, which he had, at firfi,
cultivated with fo much care; and had deprefled, at
laft, perhaps only to raifc them higher. Oh my fon !
how often have I reflected upon the happinefs of ANE4s,
in hearing the ghoft of AncHISES {ay,
Sic equidem ducebam animo rebar que futuruwn,

Tempora dinumerans > nec 7e wmea cura ﬁfeﬁi:‘f

The name of my honoured father has infenfibly drawn
me into this digreffion, which, to fpeak the truth, T
look upon as due to his memory, to my own {entiments,
and to your filial tendernefs.

The Fragment, or a Difeourfe concerning the mechanical
gperation of the Spirit, is a fatyr againft enthufialm, and

thofe
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thofe affeGted infpirations, which conflantly begin in
folly, and very often end:in vice. - In this treatife, the
author has revelled in too licentious a vein of 'farcafm :
many of his 1deas are naufeous, fome are indecent, and
others have an irreligious tendency : nor is the piece it-
felf equal in wit and humour either to The Tale.of a Tub,
or The Battle of the Books. I fhould conftantly choofe
rather to praife, than to arraign, any part of my friend
SwirFT’s writings : but 1n thofe traéts, where he tries to
make us uneafy with outfelves, and unbappy in our
prefent exiftence, thore, 1 mull yield him up entirely to
cenfure.

I am, dear HamiLTovw,
Your moft affeitionate Father,

ORRERY.
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DR. Swirr left behind him few manufcripts: INot
one of any confequence, except an account of the
peace of Utrecht, which he called az Hiflory of the four
loft Years of Queen Axve. 'The title of an hiftory is too
pompous for {uch a performance. In the hiftorical ftyle,
st wants dignity, and candour: but as a pamphlet, it
will appear the belt defence of Lord Oxrorp’s admini-

ftratron,
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firation, and the cleareft account of the treaty of Urreshs,
that has hitherto been written.

In fome of his leifure hours, he had begun an hiftery
of England, and had pur{ued it through two or three
reigns, from WiLLram the Conqueror. The contempt
which he conceived of our antient monarchs, made him
{oon lay the defign afide. . His averfion to kings was in-
vincible.  You will fay perhaps, this averfion was rooted
in pride : poffibly it might: but, in yoeur courfe of read-
ing, you will find fo very few princes whofe merits and
abilities entitle them even to-a crown of rufhes, that }ou.
will probably think no {mall degree of prudence neceflary
to reconcile us to- a- monarchical ftate, What has not
this nation {uffered from our former princes - Even from
the beft of them? If we fpeak candidly of our boafted
Queen' ErLizaseTs, fhe was, in many inftances, a ty.
rant : but fhe was a tyrant with fenfe and dignity. She
knew the true intereft of the nation, and fhe purfuedit;
but fhe purfued it in an arbitrary manner. She was
fortunate.in.the time of reigning : for her charaQer has
been‘exalted by the want of merit in her {ueceifor, from
whofe mifconduét gufhed forth that torrent of mifery,
which not only bore down his {fon, but overwhelmed the
three kingdoms. If yen afk what were the precious
fruits ‘of the reftoration ? the anfwer will be, An ex-
change only from one confufion to another: from jea-
loufies between general Monk ?nd LaMBERT, to. jea-

A

loufies between the dukes of Yeorké and AMenwourhs a
5%

pel'pctual rotation of falle pC—l}!.‘lf.’*. : a kg with the beft-

natuved difpofition imaginable, fuffering innocent biood
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to be fhed withott remorfe. - Or, if youenquire, what
vas the effe@ of a lawful fovereign ? A fhameful fub-
miffion ‘to a neighbouring kingdom, which, not long
before, had trembled at the frowns of an ufurper. Such
was the fate of poor England! To thefe wretched times,
fucceeded the religious fooleries, and the weak attempts,
of James the fecond. Then followed - the revolution.
But, I muft defcend no lower. Let us therefore turn
our eyes from home, and take a momentary view of
other nations. If we look towards antient Rome, -and
confider her firlt feven monarchs, how wicked, or how
infignificant, were their charaéers ? And, when the name
of Monarch was changed into that of ‘Emperor, what a
tyrannical pack of C#saRrs pafs before our eyes? Many
teft moniters that human nature ever

i
o
I8
1l

of them, the grea
yet thefe were lords, emperors; and kings |
of the world.  If you read the Old Teftament, and con- :
fult the Chronicles of the kings of Fudak, you will find '
them a fet of the proudeft, and the moft obflinate princes
upon earth. Tell me then, my HamiiTox, is not
{uch a retrofpect enough to difguft us againit kings? Bad
as it is, it muft not difguft an Englifhman: We ought |
ever to regard, honour, and preferve, - our original con-
flitution, which of all regal ftates is the beft framed in the
univerfe. Thebalance of our government is hung indeed
in the niceft manner imaginable: a fingle hair will turn
it; but when it1s held exa&ly even, there cannot be a
finer {yftem under heaven : and I muft freely own to
you, that I think our kings have been often lefs blame-

able than their people.  ¥ou remember the Lxcmmat.o:}
Q

-produccd :
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of the Scotchman, upon feeing the flatteries pnid_ to
James the firft at his dcceflion, “ By 2y faul, mon, yon
““ feuliff folk will fpoil a geud Fing”  The Scotchman
was in the right: but we continued in our foolith ways
to James and his fucceflors.  Our courtly adulations are
always outrageous, we know no bounds. ‘The perfon
flattered, muft be more than human, not to be fometimes
blinded by fuch perpetual incenfe. Perhaps we borrow
this kind' of fervility from the French, who, in the laft
century, beftowed the ‘title of jusT upon LeEwis the
thirteenth, during whofe reign, fuch repeated aéls of
cruelty, oppreflion, and injuftice, were perpetrat ed, as
fcarce any other annals can pmdu:c.

An additional excufe, that may be made for the
errors of our Engli/b kings, 1s the different treatment
which they find at the beginning, from what they receive
at the latter end of their reigns. At the beginning, all
is fmoothnefs, all'is joy and felicity-: but the fun-fhire
is feldom of a very long duration. Clouds of jealoufy
arife, and the whole atmofphere of the court is foon
filled with roxious vapours, with heart-burnings, ani-
mofities, and perfonal altercations between minifters :
which often afcend to fuch a height, as even to moleft
the ki‘ﬁg in his chair of {flate. Delivant ..ff;.'r.’-,-";-'z', ‘z‘urf-
Suntur reges. Thefe are the unhappy effeéts that proceed,
as T have before oblerved, from the very nobleft caufe,
the thirft of liberty. A free people are conftantly jealous
of their rights. A wife king will preferve to them thofe

».!

rights, and by fuch a maxim will eftablifh his own But,

the great misfortane of our former Eng/i/b princes has
P begn
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been their indolent {ubmiflion to the name; without the
Jeaft attemptof difcharging the daties of a{fovereign. The
life of fuch a prince muft have proved inglorious to his
people, and unhappy to himfelf. He mufthave found him-
felf only the fecond perf{on in: his kingdom, nay perhaps
the third or fourth ; the leviathans of power being {eldom,
i ever, without their coadjutors: and in that cafe, it 1s
a point of condefcenfion, to permit their royal mafter to
be one of the group. Our Exngli/b commentaries, which -
are in truth a very melancholy, and a very reproachful
hiftory, give us many mortifying inftances of this kind.
1 live fo detached from the great world, and I keep
myfelf at fuch a diftance from the high commerce of po--
litics, that I know little or nothing of the prefent times ;
and therefore can only inftrutt yeu from my reading,
and not from my experience. Your fate perhaps may
lead you to have admittance to the facred clofet, or to
approach the exalted fteps of the throne, If that honoux
is in referve for you, ufe it in fuch a manner, as fhall
fhew, that you think yourfelf accountable to Gop, and
your country,. for every action of your life. Begin by
conquering your own prejudices, and then endeavour to
conquer thofe of your mafler. fake him in love with
parliaments, but let thofe parliaments be free. Bring
him thoroughly acquainted, even with the minuteft
branch of the conftitution. Study his honour. Prevent
his pafions. Corrcét his errors. Keep England ever
uppermoft in your thoughts : and. confider the king of
England as ouly born for the good of his people. Shield.
mim, if poffible, from flattery : it is a rock more fatal
6
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to princes, than Charybdis ever was to mariners. Guide
Lis Jeifure to manly employments, {fach as may preferve
him from the enervating delicacies of a court. In your
public capacity forget your relations, and your private
friends. ~Know none but the friends of your country.
Defpife all dignities that you have not more than
thoroughly deferved. Fear nothing but your own con=
fcience. Aim at nothing but the profperity of the ftate.
Remember, that Great Britain 15 an ifland ; and that
nature, by detaching it from the continent, has rendered
our fituation particularly fortunate : and has pointed out
to us, in what element our chief ftrength is deftined.
Cherifh upon all occafions eur naval armament: and
f£1i1 mot to oppofe your voice, againft any greater
nimbet of land-forces than are abfolutely neceflary @ I
had almoft faid, neceffary for reviews in Hyde Park. A
king, who enjoys ‘he true affection of his people, will
never ftand in need of {oldiers to-defend him. He will
dread no competitor: he will apprehend no domeftic
danger. He will diftinguifh which of the powers abroad
are his natural and political enemies, and which are fo
fituated, as to require his friendfhip and alliance. e
will attend to the improvement of the colonies in the #efé
Indies, and to the different branches of trade that may
fafely and wifely be encouraged in the thrce difterent
kingdoms.

You find, my HAMILTON, that I fuppofe your ima-
ginary fovereign capable of receiving inftrudtion, and
you of giving it. But far be it from me to wifh you his
only counfellor, or (to exprefs myfelf more properly) his
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fole minifter : one, wha draws every thing within the
vortex of his own"power : who is at once admiral,
general, treafurer, archbifhop, judge, and perpetual le-
giflator. Such a kind of magiftrate 'is odious to the
Engli/h conflitution.

It from the two houfes of parliament you {eparate or
withdraw the king, the government will remain in the
form of a republic, where every man has his part allot-
ted to him, and is to co-operate with the reft, for the
benefit of the colle@ive body of. the people.  What
then is the king? Only the firt and chief magiftrate,
who adls in a fuperior degree to the reft. All dignities,
all honours, flow from the crown. Such a power alone,
exclufive of every other, will give a prince {ufficient
authority throughout all his dominions: but he has
many more prerogatives. He has the glorious privilege
of pardoning offences, and rewarding great actions :
while the odious, or at leaft the reludant parts of jurif-
diction, fuch as punithment, and condemnation, are al-
lotted to his officers ; to himfelf aloné, is left the god-
like power of mercy and forgivenefs. From hence per-
haps, kings have thought themfelves reprefentatives of
Gop. Would to Gop, they thought themfelves repre-
fentatives of the people! The law, indeed, generoudly
looks upon the king as incapable of doing wrong. Of
what pernicious confequence therefore muft be the inter-
pofition of a fingle man between the king and the
people ! How much muft he eclipfe his mafter’s glory,
and the profperity of the ftate ? His fituation will necef-
farily make him a& in an arbitrary. manner. He is

{
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anfwverable to the laws ; and, if his orders are difputed,
he is unhinged ; if they are difobeyed, heis undone, un-
lefs he has artfully brought his adverfaries to a greater
degree of corruption than himfelf ; and, in that cafe,~=—=

gt I muft remember the boundaries of a letter, and
muft confider, that, having already finifhed my moft
material obfervations upon the life and writings of the
Dean of St. PATrIck’s, it is time to draw towards an
end. I originally chofe the topic, my deareft HamILTON,
becaufe few charafers could have afforded fo great a
variety of faults and beauties. 'Few menhave been more
known zand admired, or-more envied and cenfured, than
Dr. Swirt.. From the gifts of nature; he had great
powers, and, from the imperfe&tion of humanity, he had
many failings. I always confidered him as an Abfirad
and brief chronicle of the times ; no man being better ac-
quainted with human nature, both in the higheft, and in
the loweft {cenes of life. His friends, and correfpond-
ents, were the greateft and molt eminent men of the
age. The fages of antiquity were often the companions
of his clofet « and although he induftrioufly avoided an
oftentation of Iearning, and generally chofe to drgw his
materials from his own ftore, yet his knowledgein the
antient authors évidently appears from the firength of
his fentiments, and the claflic correCinefs of his ftyle.

You muft have obferved, my dear {on, that®l could
not fubmit to be confined within the narrow limits of
biographical memoirs. I have gone into 2 more exten-

five field, and, in my progrefs, I wilh I may have

]

thrown out fuch hints, as fhall tend to form your mind
s to
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to virtue and learning: the ultimateend of all my wifhes,
and all my cares. Heaven grant, my HamiLTon, that
T may deferve from you, the honour which Horacx
pays to his father (Infuewit pater boc me, ui fugerem ex«
emplis witiorum, €5¢. ), when you drop a filial tear over
the grave of

Your moft affedionate Father,

your fincereft Frignd, and

gour happy Companian,

Leicefter Fields, ORRERY,
Augufl 28,1751,
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