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LETTER I*
To the Honourable

HAMILTON BOYLE,
Student of Chrifl-Church College

in OXFORD.

My dtar Hamilton ",

Want no motive to gratify your reqseft
of hearing often from me, especially as
your letters always give me a particular
pleafure . I read them over not only
with the fbndnefs of a father , but with

the affe&ion of a friend . They revive in my mind, the
agreeable hours which attend a ftudious life, in that ele¬
gant feat of the mufes, from whence they are tlated . la
fuch a fituation, amidft the belt authors , atid in a free
converfation with men of letters , you will be able to
adorn your mind, and give it a ferene and a juflrway of
thinking : And I mall have the happinefs not only of
feeing you forming yourfelf every day for public life,
but rendered more capable of exerting your faculties,

B " tilth.



2 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
with dignity and advantage to your country , and with
a riling reputation to yourfelf.

For my own part , early difappointments , the perplexed
ftate of my affairs, indifferent health , and many other
untoward incidents , all contributed to make me, even in
my earlieft part of life, too fond of retirement . Years
have encreafed the inclination , and time rather con¬
firms, than corrects the error ; however , I have not fuf-
fered my mind to be totally inactive : but by holding as
little conneftion as poffible with the living , I have em¬
ployed myfelf in converfing, and forming an acquaintancewith the dead : and have from thence received more real
fatisfadlion and improvement , than probably might have
attended me, had I been directed in the purfuit of fame,
fortune , or ambition.

I am much pleafed that you approve of my obferva-
tibns on Pliny ' s letters . I engaged in that work , with
a defign of pointing out, to your brother Lord Boyle,
the amiable qualities of that elegant Roman . But I
cannot reft fatisfied unlefs I offer to you alfo, fome pub¬
lic token of my paternal affection : and therefore , I have
lately been examining the works of Dr . Swift , with
an intention of gathering materials for my future corre*
fpondence with you : and here, my dear Hamilton , I
dedicate to you, thofe criticifms which have occurred to
me ; and mall mix with them fuch particulars of his life
and charafter , as I flatter myfelf, may tend at leaft to
your entertainment , if not to-your improvement.

Let me begin by giving you a fhort but general view
of Swift 's character.

Ha



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT, g
He was in the decline of life when I knew him. His

friendihip was an honour to me, and to fay the truth,
I have even drawn advantage from his errors . I have
beheld him in all humours and difpofitions, and I have
formed various fpeculations from the feveral weakneffes,
to which I obferved him liable . His capacity and
ftrength of mind were undoubtedly equal to any talk
whatever . His pride , his fpirit , or his ambition , call it
by what name you pleafe, was boundlefs : but , his
views were checked in his younger years , and the anxiety
of that difappointmeht had a vifible effeft upon all his
actions. He was four and fevere , but not abfolutely
ill-natured . He was fociable only to particular friends,
and to them only at particular hours . He knew polite-
nefs more than he pradlifed it . He was a mixture of
avarice , and generality : the former , was frequently pre¬
valent , the latter , feldom appeared , unlefs excited by
compafiion. He was open to adulation , and could not,
or would not diftinguifh between low flattery , and juft
applaufe . His abilities rendered him fuperiour to envy.
He was undifguifed and perfectly fmcere. I am induced,
to think , that he entered into orders , more from fome
private and fixed refolution, than from abfolute choice :
be that as it may, he performed the duties of the church
with great punctuality , and a decent degree of devotion.
He read prayers rather in a ftrong nervous voice, than
in a graceful manner : and altho1 he has been often ac-
cufed of irreligion , nothing of that kind appeared in his
converfation or behaviour . His call of mind induced
him to think , and fpeak more of politics than of religion.

£2 His



4 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
His perpetual views were dire&ed towards power : and
liis chief aim was to be removed into England : but when
he found himfelf entirely difappointed , he turned his
thoughts to oppofition, and became the patron of Ire¬
land, in which country he was born . Here it may not
be improper to obferve to you, that many of his friends
imagined him a native of England, and many others , I
know not whether to call them friends or enemies, were
willing to fuppofe him the natural fon of Sir William
.Temple . Neither of thefe fafts are true . He was born
in Dublin, November the thirtieth , in the year lixteen
hundred and fixty feven, and was carried into England
foon after his birth , by his nurfe, who being obliged to
crofs the fea, and having a nurfe's fondnefs for the child
at her brealt , conveyed him on fhip-board , without the
knowledge of his mother or relations , and kept him with
her at Whitehaven in Cumberland, during her refidence
three years at that place. This extraordinary event
made his return feem as if he had been tranfplanted to
Ireland, rather than that he had owed his original ex-
ifteiice to that foil. But perhaps , he tacitly hoped to in?
fpire different nations with a contention for his birth : at
leafl; in his angry moods, when he was peevilh, and
provoked at the ingratitude of Ireland, he was frequently-
heard to fay, " I am not of this vile country , I am an
" Englishman." Such an affertion, although meant fi¬
guratively , was often received literally : and the report
was ftifi farther alTifted by Mr . Pope, who in one of hi»
letters has this expreffion, *' Tho ' one or two of our
«< friends afe gone, fincc you faw your native country,

«« there



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT, 5
" there remain a few. * " But Dr . Swift , in his
cooler hours, never denied his country-: on the con¬
trary , he frequently mentioned , and pointed out the
houfe where he was born . The other fuggeftion con¬
cerning the illegitimacy of his birth , is equally ralfe.
Sir William Temple was employed as a minifter
abroad from the year fixteen hundred and fixty five, to
the year fixteen hundred and feventy : firft at Bruffeh,
and afterwards at the Hague, as you will find by his;
correfpOndence with the Earl of Arlingttm, and other
minifters of ftate : fo that Dr . Swift ' s mother , who
never croffed the fea, except from England to Ireland,
was out of all poffibility of a perfonal correfpondence
with Sir .William Temple , till fome years after her
fon's birth.

I have already mentioned to you the exa£fc place,
and date of Doctor Swift 's nativity , but the roles of
biography make it neceffary to give you fome account
of his family . It (hall be as fhort as pofltble, fince,
although his anceftors were perfons of very decent , and
reputable characters , he himfelf has been the herald to
blazon the dignity of their coat . His grandfather was
the Reverend Mr . Thomas .Swift , Vicar of Goedridge
near R<fs in Hereford/hire. He enjoyed a paternal eftatc
in that county , which is ftill in poffeflion of his great
grandfon Deane Swift , Efq ; He die&in the year fix¬
teen hundred and fifty eight , leaving fix fons, Grow in,
Thomas , Dryden , William , Jonathan and Adam.

* Letter LXXX . Mr. Pope to Dr . Swift , March
fj ? 1736-7.

B, 5 Two



6 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
Two of them only, Godwin and Jonathan , left fons.
The defcendants of Godwin are mentioned in Guil-
lim ' s heraldry . Jonathan married Mrs . Abigail
Erick of Leicejlerjbire, by whom he had one daughter
and a fon. The daughter was born in the firft year of
Mr . Swift 's marriage ; but he lived not to fee the
birth of his fon % who was called Jonathan , in me¬
mory of his Father , and became afterwards the fa¬
mous Dean of St. Patrick 's. .

The greatell part of Mr . Jonathan Swift 's income
had depended upon agencies, and other employments
of that kind : fo that moft of his fortune periftied with
Mm : and the remainder being the only fupport that his
widow could enjoy, the care, tuition , and expence of
her two children devolved upon her hufband ' s elder
brother , Mr . Godwin Swift , who voluntarily became
their guardian , and fupplied the lofs which they had
fuftained in a father ... Mrs . Swift , about two years
after her hulband 's death , quitted Ireland, and retired to
Ldcejler, the place of her nativity.

The faculties of the mind, appear and fhine forth at
different ages in different men . The infancy of Doftor
Swi ft pafled on without any marks of diitinttion . At fix
years old, he was fent to fchoolat Kilkenny, and about
eight years afterwards, he was entered a ftudent of Trinity
College in Dublin. He lived there in perfedl regula¬
rity , and under an entire obedience to the ftatutes : but
the morofenefs of his temper , often rendered him very

a Doclor Swift was born two months afier his fa¬
ther's death.

3 anacceptable



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 7
unacceptable to his companions ; fp that he was little
regarded , and lefs beloved . Nor were the academi¬
cal exercifes agreeable to his genius . He held logic
and metaphyiics in the utmoft contempt , and he fcarce,
conlidered mathematics and natural philofophy , unlefs
to turn them into ridicule . The ftudies which he fol¬
lowed were hiftory and poetry . In thefe he made a
great progrefs ; but to all other branches of fcience he
had given fo very little application , that when he ap¬
peared as a candidate for the degree of Batchelor of
Arts , he was fet afide on account of infufficiency.

You will be furprifed at fuch an incident in his life :
"but the fadl; was undoubtedly true : and even at lalt he
obtained his admiffion ffeciali gratia : a phrafe which
in that Univerlity carries with it the utmoll marks of
reproach . It is a kind of dishonourable degree , and the
record of it, notwithftanding Dr . Swift ' s prefent efta-
blilhed character throughout the learned world , mult
for ever remain againft him in the academical regifter
at Dublin.

' Ambition , you will agree with me, could fcarce
have met with a feverer blow . Hercules found him-
felf fet afide for want of ftrength ; or, if admitted
among the wreftlers, admitted only by favour and in¬
dulgence ; ytt Hill he mull be confcious, that he was
Hercules . Difappointments , the earlier they happen
in life, the deeper impreffion they make upon the heart.
Swift was full of indignation at the treatment which
he had received in Ireland, and therefore refolved to
purfue his ftudies at Oxford. However , that he might

B 4 be



g REMARKS ON THE LIFE
be admitted ad eundem, he was obliged to carry with
Jlim the Teftimoniumof his Degree.

The expreflion Jfeciali gratia is fo peculiar, to the
Univerfity of Dublin, that when Mr . Swift exhibited
his Teftimonial at Oxford, the members of the Englijh
Univerfity concluded, that the words fpeciali gratia
muft fignify a degree conferred in reward of extraor¬
dinary diligence, or learning .. You may imagine , he
did not try to undeceive them . He was immediately
admitted ad eundem, and chofe to enter himfelf of Hart
Hall , now Hartford College, where he cqnllantly refided
(fome vifits to his mother at Leicefier, and to Sir Wu-
li am Temple at Moore Park excepted ) till he took
his degree as Mafter of Arts , which , if I remember
rightly , was in the year ninety one.

Having attended my friend Swift thus far in his
road of life, let me reft a little before I proceed far¬
ther with him in the journey , and let me defire you
to keep this letter , as I intend that it fhall be followed
hereafter by others of the fame fort , and relating to the
fame perfon.

Iam , my dearefi Ham-iltoij,

j/eur affeftiotiate Father,

ORRERY,
5§l t ; ~ »r -* % - ■"

L E T-
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LETTER IL
IAm happy , my dear Hamilton , to find that the

talk, which I have undertaken of placing together
fome memoirs of Dr . Swift 's life , will be an accepta¬

ble prefentto you . In my Jaft letter , you may remem¬
ber , that I conduced Dr . Swift from his birth , in the

year fixteen hundred and fixty feven, to his taking his
degree of Matter of Arts at Oxford, in the year fixteen

hundred and ninety one. Curiofity may induce yon
to know, in what manner he could fubfiil, or by what
channel the fprings of his revenue were fupplied, at a

time when both kingdoms , but particularly Ireland,
were in great confufion . You will almolt tremble for

him, when I tell you , that in the year of the Revo¬
lution , his uncle Godwin Swift had fallen into t,

kind of lethargy , or dotage , which deprived him by

degrees of his fpeech and memory ; and rendered him

totally incapable of being of the leaft fervice to his fa¬
mily and friends. But , in the midft of this diftrefsful
fituation , as if it was ordained , that no incident fhould

bereave mankind of fuch a genius , Sir Wili -iam Tem¬
ple (whofe Lady was related to Dr . Swift 's mother)
moft generoufly ftept in to his afliftance, and avowedly

flip ported
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fupported hi; education at the Untverfity of Oxford.Afts of generality feldom meet with their juft applaufe :Sir William Temple 's friendfhip was immediatelyconftrued to proceed from a confcioufnefs, that he wasthe real father of Mr . Swift , otherwife it was thoughtimpoffible, that he could be fo uncommonly munificentto a young man, no ways related to him, and but dif-tantly related to his wife. I am not quite certain , that

Swift himfelf did not acquiefce in the calumny . Per¬haps , like Alexanber , he thought the natural fon of
Jupiter would appear greater than the legitimate fonofPHILIP.

But I mull not omit to tell you, that another ofhis father 's brothers , William Swift , affifted him
when at Oxford, by repeated a£ts of friendfhip and af¬fection. I have a letter now before me, which , tho'
torn , and imperfect in feveral places , fhews his gratitudeand devotion to the uncle, whom I have juft now men¬tioned , and whom he calls the beft of his relations. I willtranfcribe this epiftolary fragment , fmce at leaft it is fofar curious, as it gives us a fpecimen of Swift 's man¬ner of writing and thinking , at that period of hislife.

Moore
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Moore Park, Nov. 29, 1692.

SIR,
H/f ' "^ ^ > J"5" t? eaf ed ( vshen fie was

* " here ) to wonder , I did fo feldom write to you . I
been fo kind , to impute it neither

to ill mann refpeft , I always

thought that fuffcient from one, who

has always been but too troublefonie to you : bejides I knew

your averjion to impertinence , and God knows fo very pri¬

vate a life as mine can furnljh a letter with little elfe :

for I often am two or three months without feeing any body

befides the family ; and now my fifter is gone, I am likely

to be more folitary than before . I am fill to thank you for

your care in my Teftimonium , and it was to very good

purpofe , for I never was more fatisfied than in the beha¬

viour of the Univerfity of Oxford to me. I had all the

civilities I could wijb for , and fo many

favours , that I am ajhamed to have been more obliged in. it

few weeks to ftrangers , than ever I was in feven years to

Dublin College. J am not to take orders till the King

gives me a Prebendary : and Sir William Temple , tho'

he promifes me the certainty of it , yet is lefs forward than

I could wijh ; becaufe, Ifuppofe , he believes 1Jhall leave

him , and upon fume accounts , he thinks me a little necef-

fary to him If I were

entertainment , or doing you any fatisfadion by my

letters , IJhould be very glad to perform it that way , as I

am bound to, do it by all ethers . 1 am firry my fortune
fiotild
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Jhouldfling mefo farfrom the left of my relations, but hope-
that IJh.aJ.1have the bapfinefs to fee you fame time or other.
Fray my humble fervice to my good aunt, and tht reft of
my relations, if you pleafe.

You do not fee in thefe few Enes, the leaH fymptonts
«f that peculiar turn of phrafe , which afterwards ap¬
peared in all his writings ; even in his moft trifling,let¬
ters . Neither his learning , nor his genius were yet
arrived to any degree of ripenefs. Or perhaps the letr
ter was rather the effeft of duty than inclination , and In
that cafe, the ffiyle of it mull be illahorate , and void
of all freedom and vivacity . It is dated from Moore
Park , near Farnham in Surry, where Sir WilliamTemple then refided.

Swift , as foon as he had quitted the Unrverfity of
Oxford, lived with Sir Willi am Temple as his friend,
and dorneiric companion . When he had been about
two years at Moore Park , he contracted a very long
and dangerous illnefs, by eating an immoderate quan¬
tity of fruit . To this furfeit I have often heard him
afcribe that giddinefs in his head , which with intermif-
fions fometimes of a longer , and fornetimes of a fhorter
continuance , purfued him till it feemed to compleat its
eonquelt, by rendering him the exaft Image of one of
his own Struldhruggs, a miferable fpeftacle , devoid of
every appearance of human nature , except the outwardform.

In compliance to the advice of his phyficians, when'
he was fuflkiently recovered to travel , he went into
irtlani , to try the effects of his native air i and he

3 found



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 13
found fo much benefit by the journey , that in compli¬
ance to his own inclinations , he foon returned into
England, and was again moft affectionately received by
Sir William Temple , who had now left Moore Park,
and was fettled at Sbeene, where he was often vifited by
King Willi am. Here Swift had frequent opportu¬
nities of converfing with that Prince ; in fome of which
converfations , the King offered to make him a captain
ofhorfe : an offer, which , in fplenetic difpofitions, he.
always feemed forry to have refufed ; but at that time,
he had refolved, within his own mind, to take orders,
and during his whole life, his refolutions , like the de¬
crees of fate , were immoveable . Thus determined , he
again went over into Ireland, and immediately enlifted
himfelf under the banner of the Church . He was re¬
commended by Sir William Temple to Lord Capel,
then Lord Deputy , who gave htm the firft vacancy , a
prebend , of which the income was about an hundred
pounds a year . Swift foon grew weary of this pre¬
ferment : it was not fufficiently confiderable , and was
at fo great a diflance from the metropolis , that it abfo-
lutely deprived him from that kind of converfation and
fociety, in which he delighted . He had been ufed to
very different fcenes in England, and had naturally an
averfton to folitude and retirement . He was glad there¬
fore , to refign his prebend in favour of a friend , and
to return to Sbeene, where he lived domeftically as ufual,
till the death of Sir William Temple , who , befides a
legacy in money , left to him the care , and truft of
Jfiiblilhing his pofthumous works,

A*
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Aa during my friend Swift 's refidence with Sir Wil¬

liam Temple , he became intimately acquainted with
a Lady , whom he has diftinguifhed, and often cele¬
brated in his works , under the name of Stelia ; I
cannot think , my Ham , that it will be improper , to
give you at once her hiilory , although , according to the
rules of biography , I ought perhaps to have delayed
the account, till we arrived at that period of his life,
when he married her : but as I may have occafion to
fpeak of her in various parts of Swift ' s works , and
as his manner of living with her will fliew you , how
much he deviated from the common order of men, I
fhall fill up the reft of my letter with her extraordinary
ftory.

Stella 's real name was Johnson . She was the
daughter of Sir William Temple 's fteward, and the
concealed , but undoubted wife of Dr . Swift . Sir
William Temple bequeathed her in his will one
thoufand pounds, as an acknowledgment of her father 's
faithful fervices. I cannot tell, how long me remained
in England, or whether !he made more journeys than
one to Ireland after Sir William Temple ' s death;
but if my informations are right , Ihe was married to
Dr . Swi ft in the year feventeen hundred and fixteen,
by Dr . Ashe then bifhop of Clogher.

Stella was a moil amiable woman , in mind, and
perfon . She had an elevated underftanding , with all
the delicacy and foftnefs ofherownfex . Her voice, how¬
ever fweet in itfelf, was ftill rendered more harmonious
by what fhe faid. Her wit was .poignant without feve-

rity.
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rity . Her manners were humane , polite, eafy, and
unreferved . Wherever Ihe came Ihe attra &ed atten¬
tion and efteem. As virtue was her guide in mora¬
lity, fincerity was her guide in religion . She was con-
ftant , but not oftentatious in her devotions . She was
remarkably prudent in her converfation . She had
great Ikill in mufic, and was- perfectly well verfed in
all the leffer arts that employ a lady' s leifure . Her
wit allowed her a fund of perpetual chearfulnefs : her
prudence kept that chearfulnefs within proper limits.
She exadtly anfwered the defcription of Penelope in
HoMERi ■

A 'Woman loveliejl of the lovely kind,
In body perfeB, and compleat in mind.

Such was Stella : yet with , all thefe accompli (hr
ments Ihe never could prevail upon Dr . Swift to ac¬
knowledge her openly as his wife. A great genius mull
tread in unbeaten paths , and deviate from the common
road of life : otherwife, furely a diamond of fo much
luftre might have been publicly produced , although it
had been fixed within the collet of matrimony : but,
the flaw, which in Dr . Swift ' s eye reduced the value
of fuch a jewel , was the fervile ftate of her father,
who , as has been faid before, was a menial fervant to
Sir William Temple . Ambition and pride will , at
any time , conquer reafon and juftice, and each larger
degree of pride , like the larger fifties of prey , will de¬
vour all the lefs : thus the vanity of boafting fuch a

wifs
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wife was fuppreffed by the greater Vanity of keeping
free from a low alliance.

Dr . Swift and Mrs . Johnson continued the fame;
ceconomy of life after marriage , which they had pur-
iued before it . They lived in feparate houfes ; he re¬
maining at the deanery , fhe, in lodgings at a diflanee
from him, and on the other fide of the river Liffy.
Nothing appeared in their behaviour incorifsftent with
decorum, or beyond the limits of platonic love . They
converfed like friends, but they indullrioufly took care,
to fummon witneffes of their converfation : a rule to

which they adhered fo ftriftly , that it would be difficult,
if not impoffible, to prove they had ever been together
without fome third perfon.

A conduct fo extraordinary in itfelf always gives
room for various comments and refle&ions : but , how¬
ever unaccountable this renunciation of marriage rites
might appear to the world , it certainly arofe not from
any confcioufnefs of too near a confanguinity between
him and Mrs . Johnson , although the general voice of
fame was willing to make them both , the natural chil¬
dren of Sir William Temple . I am perfuaded , that
Dr . Swift was not of that opinion ; becaufe, the fame
falfe pride that induced him to deny the legitimate
daughter of an obfcure fervant , might have prompted
him to own the natural daughter of fo eminent a man
as Sir William Temple . There are a&ions of which
the true fources will never be difcovered . This per¬
haps is one. I have told you the faft , in the manner
I have received it from feveral of Swift ' s friends and

relations,
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relations , and I muft leave you to make your own ob-
fcrvations upon it.

You may imagine, that a woman of Stella 'sdelicacy
muft repine at fuch an extraordinary fituation. The
outward honours , which fhe received, are as frequently
beftowed upon a miftrefs, as a wife. She was abfo-
lutely virtuous , and yet was obliged to fubmit to all
the appearances of vice, except in the prefence. of
thofe few people, who were witneffes of the cautious
manner in which Ihe lived with her hulband , who
fcorned, my Hamilton , even to be married like any
other man.

Inward anxiety affe&ed by degrees the calmnefs of
her mind, and the ftrength of her body . She began to
decline in her health in the year feventeen hundred
and twenty four, and from the firft fymptoms of decay,
Ihe rather haflened , than fhrunk back in the defcent :
tacitly pleafed, to find her footfteps tending to that
place, where they neither marry, nor are given in marriage.
She died towards the end of January , feventeen hun¬
dred and twenty feven, or eight , abfolutely deftroyed
by the peculiarity of her fate : a fate , which perhaps
Ihe could not have incurred by an alliance with any
other perfon in the world.

My paper , my time, and every circumftance, put
me in mind of affurmg you, my dear Hamilton , that
I am,

Tour mojl affectionate Father,

ORRERY.
C LET.
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LETTER III.
IJoin with you entirely in thinking Stella one of

the moft unfortunate of her fex. Her catallrbphe
was fuch as might have drawn pity from a breaft lefs
fufceptible of that paffion than yours . Injurious treat¬
ment, difappointed love, a long lingering illnefs, were
all circumftances of the melancholy kind . Be not fur-
prized , my Hamilton , when I tell you, that he never
fpoke of her without a figh : for fuch is the perverfenefs
of human nature , that we bewail thofe perfons dead,
whom we treated cruelly when living . But, I am
making reflections, when I intended to write memoirs.
Let us return to Swift.

Upon the death of Sir William Temple he came
to London, and took the earliefl opportunity of deliver¬
ing a petition to King William , under the claim of a
promife made by his Majefty to Sir William Tem¬
ple , " That Mr . Swift mould have the firftvacancy,
" which might happen among the prebends of Weft-
" minfieror Canterbury." The promifes of kings are
often a kind of chaff, which the breath of a minifter
bloweth , and fcattereth away from the face of a court.
The petition had no effedt. It was either totally for-
gotten , or drowned amidft the clamours of more urgent
claims. From this firft difappointment , may probably

be
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be dated that bitternefs towards king ?, and cour¬
tiers, which is to be found fo univerfally difperfed
throughout his works.

After a long and fruitlefs attendance at Whitehall,
Swift reluctantly gave up all thoughts of a fettlement
in England. He had dedicated Sir William Tem¬
ple ' s works to the King . The dedication was neglec¬
ted, nor did his Majefby take the leaft notice of him
after Sir Willi am Temple 's death . What then was
to be done ? honour , or to ufe a properer word , pride
hindered him from flaying long in a Hate of fervility
and contempt . He complied therefore with an invita •
tion from the Earl of Berkley (appointed one of the
Lords Jultices in Ireland) to attend him as his chaplain
and private fecretary . Lord Berkley landed near Wa~
terford, and Mr . Swift acted as fecretary during the
whole journey to Dublin. But another of Lord Berk¬
ley 's attendants , whofe name was Bush , had , by this
time, inlinuated hnnfelf into the Earl ' s favour , and
had ivhypered to his Lordfhip , that the poll of fecre¬
tary was not proper for a clergyman , to whom only
church preferments could be fuitable or advantageous.
Lord Berkley liftened perhaps too attentively to thefe
infmuations , and making fome flight apology to Mr.
Swift , diverted him of that ofHcc, andbeftowed if upon
Mr . Bush . Here again was another difappointment , and
a frefh objeft of indignation . The treatment vvac-
thought injurious, nnd Swift expreiled his fenfibility
of it in a fhor; , but fatyrical copy of vevfes entitled The
Difcovery.

C 2 How-
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However , during the government of the Earls of

Berkley and Galway , who were jointly Lords Jufti-
ces of Ireland , two livings , Laracor and Rathbcggan,
were bellowed upon Mr . Swift . The firft of thefe
reclories was worth about two hundred , and the latter

about fixty pounds a year , and they were the only
church preferments that he enjoyed ' till he was ap¬
pointed Dean of St . Patrick 's, in the year feventeen
hundred and thirteen.

As foon as he had taken poiTeflion of his two liv¬
ings , he went to refide at Laracor , and gave public
notice to his pariihioners , that he would read prayers
on every Wednefday and Friday . Upon the fubfe-
quent Wednefday the bell was rung , and the Redlor
attended in his delk , when after having fat fome time,
and finding the congregation to confift only of himfelf,
and his clerk Roger , he began with great compofure
and gravity , but with a turn peculiar to himfelf,
" Dearly beloved Roger , the fcripture monethyou and me
" in fundry places ." And then proceeded regularly
through the whole fervice . 1 mention this trifling cir-
cumftance only to fhew you , that he could not refill a
vein of humour whenever he had an opportunity of ex¬
erting it.

As I have given you a particular example of his hu¬
mour , let me give you a particular inflance of his pride:
efp 'ecially as it comes in properly enough in point of
time.

Whilft Swift was ' chaplain to Lord Berkley , his

only filler , by the confent and approbation of her un¬
cles
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cles and relations, was married to a man in trade,
whofe fortune , chara &er, and fituation, were efteemed,
by all her friends, fuitable for her in every refpeft.
But, the marriage was entirely difagreeable to her bro¬
ther . It feemed to interrupt thofe ambitious views,
which he had long fmce formed : He grew outragious
at the thoughts of being brother -in-law to a tradefman.
He utterly refufed all reconciliation with his filler, nor
would he even liften to the entreaties of his mother,
who came over to Ireland, under the ftrongeft hopes of
pacifying his anger, having , in every other inftance
found him a dutiful, and an o'bedient fon : but his
pride was not to be conquered , and Mrs . Swift finding
her fon inflexible, haftened back to Leicefter, where me
continued till her death.

During his mother 's life time, he fcarce ever failed
to pay her an annual vifit. But his manner of travel¬
ling was as Angular as any other of his aftions . He
often went in a waggon, but more frequently walked
from Holyhead to Leicefter, London, or any other part of
England. He generally chofe to dine with waggoners,
hoftlers, and perfons of that rank ; and he ufed to lye
at night in houfes where he found written over the
door Lodgings for a penny. He delighted in fcenes of
low life. The vulgar dialect was not only a fund of
humour for him, but I verily believe was acceptable
to his nature ; otherwife I know not how to account
for the many filthy ideas, and indecent expreffions (I
mean indecent in point of cleanlinefs and delicacy) that
will be found throughout his works.

C 3 I need
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I need not tell you, that a ftrift residence at Laracor,

was not in the leaft fuitable to his difpofition. He was
perpetually making excurfions not only to Dublin, and
other parts of Ireland, but into England, efpecially to
London. So rambling a difpofition, occafioned to him
a confiderable lofs. The rich deanery of Derry be¬
came vacant at this time, and was intended for him by
Lord Berkley , if Dr . King , then Bilhop of Derry,
and afterwards Archbiihop of Dublin, had not inter-
pofed : entreating with great earneftriefs, that the
deanery might be given to fome grave and elderly Di¬
vine, rather than to fo young a man ; " becaufe (add-
" ed the Biihop) the fituation of Derry is in the midft
" of prefbyterians, and I Ihould be glad of a clergy -
" man , who could be of affiftance to me. I have no
" obje&ion to Mr . Swift . I know him to be a
" fprightly ingenious young man ; butinftead of refid-
" ing , I dare fay, he will be eternally flying back-
" wards and forwards to London, and therefore I en-
" treat , that he may be provided for in fome other
" place ."

Swift was accordingly fet afide on account of
youth, but, as if his ftars had deftined to him a parallel
revenge, he lived to fee the Bifhop of Derry afterwards
fet afide on account of age. That Prelate had been
Archbiihop of Dublin many years , and had been long
celebrated for his wit and learning , when Dr . Lind-
sey , the Primate of Ireland, died , Upon his death,
Archbiihop King immediately made claim to the Pri¬
macy, as a preferment to which he had a right from

his
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his ftation in the fee of Duhlin, and from his acknow¬
ledged character in the church . Neither of thefe pre-
tenfions were prevalent . He was looked upon as too

far advanced in years to be removed . The reafon al-
ledged was as mortifying as the refufal itfelf : but the
Archbifhop had no opportunity of mewing his refent-
ment, except to the new Primate Dr.. Bolter , whom
he received at his own houfe, and in his dining parlour,
without riling from his chair , and to whom he made
an apology , by faying, in his ufual drain of wit , and
with his ufual fneering countenance , " My Lord , I am
" certain , your Grace will forgive me, becaufe , You
" know, 1 am too old to rife.'1''

In the year 1701, Swift took his Doctor 's degree,
and towards the latter end of that year , or according to
our abfurd way of reckoning , in the year 17~~ King
William died. Queen Ann 's reign will open a new
fcene, and will probably afford me materials for more
letters than one The more the better , when in each of
them I can alfure you, that your behaviour , as well as
my own inclinations, oblige me to be,

Your affeSlionate father,

ORRERY.

L E IX;
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LETTER IV.
UPON the death of King William , and the

acceffion of Queen Anne Dr . Swift came in¬
to England. It cannot be denied, that the chief mini-
fters of that Queen, whether diftinguiflied under the
titles of Whigs or Tories , of High Church or of Low
Church , were, from the beginning to the end of her
reign , encouragers of learning , and patrons of learned
men . The wits and poets of that aera, were numerous
and eminent . Amidft the croud, yet mining above the
reft, appeared Dr . Swift.

Ipfe ante alios pulcherrimus omnes,
Infertfe focium jSZneas, atque agmina jungit.

It will be impoffible, in mentioning the reign of
this Princefs, or in writing memoirs of Dr . Swift , to
avoid the frequent ufe of thofe cant words Whig and
Tory , " two creatures, fays a modern author , * who
" are born with <sfecret antipathy to each other, and en-
" gage as naturally when they meet, as the elephant and
" rhinoceros.'" In a mixture of thefe two jarring ani-

a See the Spectator, No , 50,
nials
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mals confifted the firft miniftry of Queen Ann, but the
greater ihare of the adminiftration was committed to the
Whigs , who, with indefatigable induilry , foon engrolfed
the whole j enclofmg their Sovereign within their own
fortifications, and keeping her captive within their own
walls . The Queen, whofe heart was naturally inclined
towards the Tories , remained an unwilling prifoner fe-
veral years to the Whigs , till Mr . Harley , with a,
tory army, undermined all the whiggifti for'trefTes, leT
veiled their works to the ground , feizedthe Princefs,
and during the remainder of her life, furrounded , and
defended her with a new fet of troops under the com¬
mand of the Duke of Ormond.
• Dr . Swift was known to the great men of each,

denomination : and although he foon attached himfelf
openly to the Tories , it is certain he had been bred up,
and educated with Whigs ; at leaft with fuch, who, in
the Lexicon of Party , may be found ranged under that
title . His motives for quitting the lower vallies of
Whiggifm for the higher regions of Torifm , appear
throughout his works . The perfons who had now fig-
nalized themfelves as Whigs , had renounced thofe
principles by which the old Whigs were denoted , and
had embraced feveral of thofe tenets of which their

forefathers had either a real, or a pretended , abhor¬
rence . The effects of power and ambition are extra¬
ordinary and boundlefs. They blind our faculties,
they ftagger our refolution, and they fubvert our ' na¬
ture . Not all the metamorphofes of Ovid can produce
a. parallel equal to the change that appears in the

fame



26 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
fame man, when from a Patriot he becomes a Courtier:
yet it may be aflerted, and vviil redound to the honour
of Dr . Swift , that when he rofe into the confidence
and efteem of thofe great men, who fat at the helm of
affairs during the laft years of Queen Ann 's reign , he
fcarce ever loft himfelf, or grew giddy by the plenitude
of power, and the exalted ftation of frequently appear¬
ing in the confidence, and favour of the reigning mi-
nifter . He may have been carried away by inconfi-
derate paffion, but he was not to be fwayed by delibe¬
rate evil. He may have erred in judgement , but he
was upright in intention . The welfare and profperity
of thefe kingdoms were the conftant aim of his politics,
and the immediate fubjeft of his thoughts and writings.
But, as Hamlet fays, " Something too much of this ."
Let us continue therefore to trace the footfteps of his
life ; in which , fcarce any circumftance can be found
material from the year feventeen hundred and two, till
the change of the miniftry in the year feventeen hun¬
dred and ten . During this interval , he had worked
hard within thofe fubterraneous palfages, where , as has
been hinted before, the mine was formed that blew up
the whiggifh ramparts , and opened a way for the To¬
ries to the Queen. Swift was to the Tories , what
CiESAR was to the Romans , at once a leader of their
armies, and an hiftoriographer of their triumphs . He
refided very much in England: his inclinations were al¬
ways there . His intimacy with Lord Oxford com¬
menced, as far as may be deduced from his works, in

Qaober
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OBober 1709. In a poem written in the year 1713, he
fays,

'Tis [let me fee) three years and more
(O&ober next it will be four)
SinceHarley bid me firfi attend,
And ehofe me for an humble friend*

And again in another poem written in the fame year,

My Lord would carry on the jejl,
And down to Windfor take his gueft.
Swift much admires the place and air,
And longs to bea Canon there.
A Canon! that 's a place too mean,
No, DoBor, you Jhall be a Dean.

By this laft quotation , and by numberlefs other in-
ftances in his works , it feems undeniable that a fettle-
ment in England was the unvaried objeft of Dr . Swift 's
ambition : fo that his promotion to a deanery in Ireland,
was rather a difappointment than a reward . In a let¬
ter to Mr . Gay , he fays, " The beji, and greateji part
" of my life, until thefe laft eight years, I /pent in Eng-
" land . There I made my friend/hips, and there I left my
" defires. I am condemned for ever to another country: a"
and in anfwer to a letter from Mr . Pope , who had
offered incenfe to him, as to a tutelar faint in a Hate of

3 Letter 5. Vol . 7.
feparation,
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feparation , he writes thus . " You are an ill catholic,
" or a ivorfe geographer , for I can afiure you , Ireland is
" not paradife , and I appeal even to a Spanijh divine,
" whether addrejfes were ever made to a friend in hell or
" purgatory ? a " I (hall cite no other quotations ; but
you will find in his letters , many expreflions to the fame
purport.

Among the various branches , into which Swift ' s
expanfive genius fpread itfelf , thofe peculiar talents of
levelling his writings to the loweft , and fuftaining their
dignity , to the higheit capacity , were probably the ori¬
ginal motives that attracted the Earl of Oxford ' s friend-
fhip to him . In the year 1709 , the character of Dr.
Swift , as an author , was perfedlly eftabliihed : he
had fhewn abilities equal to thofe attributed by Ho¬
mer , to Ulysses : he could appear a beggar among
beggars , and a king among kings.

From the year 1710 , to the lateft period of Queen
Ann , we find him fighting on the fide of the minifters,
and maintaining their caufe in pamplets , poems , and
weekly papers . In one of his letters to Mr . Pofe , he
has this expreffion , " / have converfed in fame freedom
" with more minifters of ftate , of all parties , than ufually
" happens to men of my level ; and 1 confefs, in their capacity
" as minifters , I look upon them as a race of people vjhofe
" acquaintance no man 'would court otherwife than on the
" fcore of iJanity , or ambition. b" Lord Oxford , as
a gentleman , and a fcholar , might be open and un-
referved to Dr . Swift , as far as his Lordihip 's

aLetter4. Vol. 7. " Letter 4. Vol. 7.
2 nature
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nature would permit ; but as a minifter of ftate he
ever appeared myfterious and enigmatical , delivering
his oracles, like the Delphian Deity , in occult terms
and ambiguous expreffions.

A man always appears of more confequence to him-
felf, than he is in reality to any other perfon . Such

perhaps was the cafe of Dr . Swift . He found hirn-
felf much indulged by the fmiles, and converfation of
the Earl of Oxford . He knew how ufeful he was to

the adminiftration in general : and in one of his letters
(I think the fame which I have laft quoted ) he men¬
tions, that the place of hiftoriographer was intended for
him ; but I am apt to fufpeft that he flattered himfelf
too highly : at leaft it is very evident , that he remained
without any preferment till the year 1713, when he
was made Dean of St . Patrick 's. In point of power and

revenue , fuch a deanery might be efteemed no inconfi-
derable promotion ; but to an ambitious mind, whofe
perpetual aim was a fettlement in England, a dignity ia
any other kingdom muil appear (as perhaps it was de-
figned) only an honourable , and profitable banimment.

But, my Hamilton , I will never hide the freedom

of my fentiments from you . I am much inclined to be¬
lieve that the temper of my friend Swift , might oc¬
casion his Englijb friends, to wifh him happily and pro¬
perly promoted, at a diftance. His fpirit, for I would,
give it the fofteft name, was ever untraceable. The

motions of his genius were often irregular . He affum-
ed more the air of a patron , than of a friend . He
affecled rather to dictate than advife. He was elated

with
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with the appearance of enjoying minifterial confidence.
He enjoyed the fhadow : the fubftance was detained
from him . He was employed, not trailed ; and at the
fame time that he imagined himfelf a fubtil diver, who
dextroufly mot down into the profoundeft regions of
politics, he was fuffered only to found the (hallows
neareft the more, and was fcarce admitted to defcend
below the froth at the top. Perhaps the deeper bottoms
were too muddy for his infpeftion.

By reflexions of this fort, we may account for his
difappointment in an Englijb biihoprick . A difappoint-
ment which , he imagined, he owed to a joint applica¬
tion made againft him to the Queen by Dr . Sharpe,
Archbifhop of York, and by a Lady of the higheft rank
and character , Archbifhop Sharpe , according to Dr.
Swift 's account , had reprefented him to the Queen,
as a perfon who was not a Chriftian ; the great Lady
had fupported the afperfion ; and the Queen, upon fuch
affurances, had given away the bifhoprick , contrary to
her Majefty's firft intentions . Swift kept himfelf in¬
deed within fome tolerable bounds, when he fpoke of
the Queen : but his indignation knew no limits, when
he mentioned the Archbifhop, or the Lady.

Bufmefs and ceremony , (two commanders , that I
hope you will lift under, much more willingly than I
can) call me away from my letter , although nothing
can ever call away my thoughts from you, or interrupt
the tendernefs with which I am, dear Hamilton,

Your affeBionate Father,
ORRERY.

LET-
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LETTER V.
"j\ ffl O S T people, my dear Ham , are fond of a
IVl fettlement in their native country : but Dr.
Swift had little reafon to rejoice in the land where his
lot had fallen : for, upon his arrival in Ireland to take
pofleffion of the deanery , he found the violence of
party raging in that kingdom to the higheft degree.
The common people were taught to look upon him as
a Jacobite , and they proceeded fo far in their detefta-
tion, as to throw ftones and dirt at him as he paffed
through the llrects . The chapter of St. Patrick 's, like
the reft of the kingdom , received him with great re¬
luctance . They thwarted him in every point that he
propofed . He was avoided as a peftilence . He was
oppofed as an invader . He was maikedout as an ene¬
my to his country . Such was his firft reception as
Dean of St. Patricks . Fewer talents , and lefs firm-
aefs, muft have yielded to fo outragious an oppofition,
fed contra audentior ibat . He had feen enough of hu¬
man nature , to be convinced , that the paffions of low,
felf-interefted minds, ebb and flow continually . They
love they know not whom, they hate they know not
why : they are captivated by words : guided by names:
and governed by accidents . Sachevereix and the

Church
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Church had been of as great fervice to one party in

the year 1710 , as Popery and Slavery were to the other
in the year 1713 . But , to fliew yon the ftrange revo¬
lutions in this world , Dr . Swift , who was now the

deteilation of the Irijh rabble , lived to be afterwards

the moll abfolute monarch over them that ever go¬
verned men.

His fii-ft ftep , was to reduce to reafon and obedience
his reverend brethren the chapter of St . Patrick ' s : in

which , hs fucceeded fo perfectly , and fo fpeedily , that
in a fhort time after his arrival , not one member of

that body offered to contraditt him , even in trifles . On

the contrary , they held him in the higheft refpedt and

veneration ; fo that he fat in the Chapter -houfe , like

Jupiter in the Synod of the Gods . Whether fear or

conviction were the motives of fo immediate a change,
I leave you fo confider , but certain it is

Viro Phcebi chorus affurrexerit omnis.

Swift made no longer a flay in Ireland , in the year

1713 , than was requifite to eltablifh himfelf as Dean,
and to pafs through certain cuftoms and formalities , or
t© ufe his own words,

Through all •vexations,
: Patents , Inftalments , Abjurations,
Firfi Fruits , and Tenths , and Chapter -Treats,
Dues , Payments , Fees, Demands , and —Cheats.

During
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During the time of thefe ceremonies , he kept acon-

ftant correfpondence with his friends in England : all
of whom were eminent , either in birth , ftation , or abi¬

lities . Among thefe , let me begin with the name of
Mr . Pope . The world has already feen a long feries
of their correfpondence : but a remarkable letter of Mr.
Pope ' s having been lately communicated to me , and.
bearing date at the latter end of the year 1713 , as I
cannot part with the original , I will fend , you a very
faithful copy of it . I mould firft fay , that it is in an-
fwer to one from Swift , wherein he had jocofely
made an offer to his friend of afum of money , ex catsfd
religionis , or , in plain englifh , to induce Mr . Pope to
change his religion . The wit of the letter itfelf will
excufe all farther commentaries.

Binfield , December 8, 1713*
SIR,

O T to trouble you at prefent with a recital of all
my obligations to you , I Jhall only mention two things,

•which I take particularly kind of you : your dejlre that I
jhould •write to you , and your propofal of giving me twenty
guineas to change my religion , which lajl you muji give me
lea 'ue to make the JubjeOl of this letter.

Sure no clergyman ever offered fo tnuch out of his own
ptirfe for the fake of any religion . 'Tis almojl as many
pieces of gold, as an Apojile could get of filler from the
priefrs of old, on a much more •valuable confederation . I
believe it will be better worth my while to propife a

D change



34 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
change of niy faith by fubfcription , than a tranflation of
Homes .. And to convince you , how well difpofed I am te'
the reformation , IJhall he content , if you can prevail with
my Lord Treafurer , and the minifcry, to rife to the fame

fum , each of them , on this pious account , as my Lord Hal-
l I fax has done on the prophane one. Iam afraid thereat
no being at once a poet and a good Chrijiian , and I am
very much Jiraitned between two , while the Whigsfeem
willing to contribute as much, to continue me the one, as

you would , to make me the other . But , if you can move every
man in the government , who has above ten thoufand
pounds a year , to fubfcribe as much as yourfelf , I Jhall be¬
come a convert , as mofi men do, when the Lord turns it
to my intereft . I know they have the truth of religion fi
much at heart , that they 'd certainly give more to have one
good fubjeil tranjlated from popery to the church o/"England,
than twenty heathenijh authors out of any unknown tongue
into ours . I therefore commijjlon you , Mr . Dean , with full
authority , to tranfaB this affair in my name , and to pro-
pofe as follows . Firfi , that as to the head of our church,
the Pope, I may engage to renounce his power , whenfoever
J Jhall receive any particular indulgences from the head of
your church , the £) ueen.

As to communion in one kind , IJhall alfo promife to change
it for communion in both , as foon as the miniftry will al¬
low me.

For invocations to faints , mine Jhall be turned to dedicati¬
ons to Jinners , when IJhall find the great ones of this world as
'willing to do me any good, as I believe thofe of the other are.

You fee I Jhall not be obfinate in the main points ; but
there is one article I mufl refer -ve , and which you fcemed

• '•» ii . . not
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not unwilling to allow me, prayer for the dead . There are
people to vjhofe fouls I wijh as well , as to my own ; and I
muft crave leave , humbly to lay before them , that though the

fubfcriptions abo<vementioned willfuffice for myfelf, there are
necejfary perquifites and additions , which I muft demand on
the fore of this charitable article . It is alfo to be consi¬
dered, that the greater part of thofe, whofe fouls I am
moft concerned for , were unfortunately heretics , fchifmaticks,
poets, painters , or perfons of fuch lives and manners , as
few or no churches are willing to five . The expence will
therefore be the greater , to make an effectual provijion fof
the faid fouls.

Old Dryden , though a Roman Catholic , was a poet,
and ''tis revealed in the vifions offome ancient faints , that
no poet was ever faved under fame hundred of majfes . 1
cannot fit his delivery from -purgatory at lefs than fifty
pounds fterling.

Walsh was not only a Socinian , but ( what you ' ll own
is harder to be faved ) a Whig . He cannot modeftly be rat¬
ed at lefs than an hundred.

L ' Estrange , being a Tory, we compute him but at
twenty pounds, which I hope no friend of the party can deny
to give , to keep him from da ?nning in the next life , confi-
dering they never gave him fixpence to keep him from jlarv-
ing in this.

All this together amounts to one hundred and feventy
pounds.

In the next plate , I muft defire you to reprefent , that
there are feveral of my friends yet living , whom I defegn,
God willing , to outlive , in confederation of legacies ; out
of which it is a dotlrine in the reformed church , that not

D 2 a farthing
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a farthing Jhall be allowed to five their fouls who gave
them.

There is one * * * * ivho will dye within thefe fevj
months, with * * * * * * * one Mr . Jervas , tuba hath
gfievoufly offended in making the likenefs of almofi all
things in heaven above and earth below . And one Mr.
Gay , an unhappy youth , ivho writes paftorals during the
time of divine fervice , whofe cafe is the more deplorable , as
he hath mifir ably lavified away all that filver he Jhould
have referved for his fouts health , in buttons and loops for
his coat.

I cant pretend to have thefe people honefily faved under
fame hundred pounds, whether you confider the difficulty of
fuch a work , or the extreme love and tendernefs I bear
them , which will infallibly make me pujh this charity as
far as lam able . There is but one more whofe falvation I
infift upon, and then I have done : but indeed it may prove
of fo much greater charge than all the rejl , that 1 will only
lay the cafe before you and the miniftry , and leave to their
prudence and generofity , what fum they Jball think fit to
heftow upon it.

Theperfion Imean , is Dr . Swift ; a dignified clergy¬
man , but one, who , by his own confeffion, has compofed
more libels than fermons . If it be true , what I have heard
often affirmed by innocent people, That too much wit is dan¬
gerous to falvation , this unfortunate gentleman mufl cer¬
tainly be damned to all eternity . But , I hope his long ex¬
perience in the world , and frequent converfation with great
men, will caufe him ( as it has fame others ) to have lefs
and lefs wit every day . Beit as it will , I Jhould not

think
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think my own foul deferred to be faved , if I did not endea¬
vour to fave his ; for 1 have all the obligations in nature
to him . He has brought me into better company than I
caredfor , made me merrier when I was Jick than I had a
mind to be, and put me upon making poems oh purpofe , that
he might alter them t£ c.

I once thought I could never have dijcharged my debt to
his kindnefs, but have lately been informed , to my unfpeak-
able comfort , that I have more than paid it all . For,
Monsieur de Montacne has affured me, " that the
" perfon who receives a benefit obliges the giver :" for
fince the chief endeavour of one friend is to do. good to the
other , he who adminifters both the matter and occafion, is
the man 'who is liberal . At this rate it is impojjible Dr.
Swift jhould be ever out of my debt , as matters ftand al¬
ready : and , for the future , he may expeB daily more ob¬
ligations from

his moji faithful , ajfefiionate

humble fervant

A . Pope.

I have finijhed the Rape of the Lock , but I believe I
may flay here till Chriftmas , without hindrance of bufinefs.

In the beginning of the year 1714 ., Swift returned
to England . He found his great friends , who fat in
the feat of power , much difunited among themfelves.
He faw the Queen declining in ' her health , and dif-

D 3 trefled
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trefled in her fituation : while faction was exerting it-
felf , and gathering new ftrength every day . The part
which he had to aft upon this occafion, was not fo
difficult, as it was difagreeable . He exerted the utraoll
of his Ikill to reunite the minifters, and to cement the
apertures of the ftate. I could defcend into very mi¬
nute particulars , were I to teli you what I have heard
him fay upon this occafion : but , my deareft Ham , let
me fpeak to you with my ufual lincerity . We are at
prefent too near that aera, and have had too many un¬
expected confequenc :s from it, either to judge impar¬
tially , or to write undauntedly , of thofe tempeftuous
times . Be contented if I tell you, that as foon as
Swift found his pains fruitlefs, his arguments unavail¬
ing , and his endeavours, like the ftone of Sisyphus,
rolling back upon himfelf, he retired to a friend's
houfe in Berk/hire, where he remained till the Queen
died . So fatal a cataftrophe put a final period to all
his views in England, and made him return , as faft as
poffible, to his deanery in Ireland, loaded with thofe
agonizing pafiions, grief and difcontent . I am forry to
leave him in fo uneafy a fituation, but I mull haften to
fubfcribe myfelf,

Tsiir affectionate Father^

■ ORRERY.

L E T-
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LETTER VI.

YTT 7E are now, dear Hamilton , no longer to behold
y y Dr . Swift of any importance in England : bis

hopes there are crufhed for ever : his minifterial friends
are degraded , banifhed, or imprifoned . Indecent rage,
fanguinary zeal , and ill-temper 'd loyalty revelled at
large throughout the three kingdoms , efpecially in Ire¬
land, where duels were fought almoft every week,
and where the pell was fo univerfal , that the ladies
were as violent as the gentlemen . Even children at
fchool quarrelled for Kings, inftead of fighting for ap.
pies.

As Swift was known to have been attached to the
Queen's laft miniftry, to have written againil the .
Whigs , and " to have oiled many a fpring 'which Mar-
ley moved" he met with frequent indignities from
the populace, and indeed was equally abufed by perfons
of all ranks and denominations . Such a treatment
foured his temper, confined his acquaintance , and ad¬
ded bitternefs to his ftyle : and, fince the future part of
his life and writings is to differ, in all circumftances, fo
widely from the paft, fince his ftudies and companions,
his politics and his cuftoms, are now to be altered and
exchanged for new habits , new friends, hew ambition,

D 4 a,nd
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and a new world , fufferme , my Ham , to take a gene¬
ral review of him as an author.

If we confider his profe works , we (hall find a cer¬
tain mafterly concifenefs in their ftyle, that has never
been equalled by any other writer . The truth of this
aflertion will more evidently appear , by comparing
him with fome of the authors of his own time. Of
thefe Dr . Tillotson , and Mr . Addison , are to be
numbered among the moft eminent . Addison has all
the powers that can captivate and improve : his diftion
is eafy, his periods are well turned , his expreffions are
flowing, and his humour is delicate . Tillotson is
nervous, grave , majeftic, and perfpicuous. We muft
join both thefe characters together to form a true idea
of Dr . Swift : yet as he outdoes Addison in humour,
he excels Tillotson in perfpicuity . The Archbilhop
indeed confined himfelf to fubjefts relative to his pro-
feffion : but Addison and Swift are more diffufive

writers . They continually vary in their manner , and
treat different topics in a different ftyle. When the
writings of Addison terminate in party , he lofes him¬
felf extremely , and from-a delicate, and jull comedian,
deviates into one of the loweft kind *. Not fo Dr.

Swift ; he appears like a mafterly gladiator . He
wields the fword of party with eafe, juftnefs and dex¬
terity : and while he entertains the ignorant and the
vulgar , he draws an equal attention from the learned
and the great . When he is ferious, his gravity be¬
comes him . When he laughs , his readers muft laugh

• See tke papers intitled the Freeholder.
with
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with him. But, what fhall be faid for his love of tri¬
fles, and his want of delicacy and decorum ? Errors,
that if he did not contract , at leaft he encreafed in Ire¬
land. They are without a parallel . I hope they will
ever remain fo. The firft of them , arofe meerly from
his love of flattery , with which he was daily fed in
that kingdom : the fecond, proceeded from the mifan-
thropy of his difpofition, which induced him peevilhly
to debafe mankind , and even to ridicule human nature
itfelf . Politics were his favourite topic , as they gave
him an opportunity of gratifying his ambition , and
thirft of power : yet even in this road , he has feldom
continued long in one particular path . He has written
mifcellaneoufly, and has chofen rather to appear a wan¬
dering comet, than a fixed ftar . Had he apdied the
faculties of his mind to one great , and ufeful work , he
muft have fhined more glorioufly, and might have en¬
lightened a whole planetary fyftem in the political
world.

The poetical performances of Dr . Swift ought to
be confidered as occafional poems written either to
pleafe, or vex fome particular perfons . We muft not
fuppofe them defigned for pofterity : if he had cultivate
ed his genius in that way, he muft certainly have ex¬
celled, especially in fatyr . We fee fine (ketches , in fe-
veral of his pieces : but he feems more defirous to in
form, and ftrengthen his mind, than to indulge the
luxuriancyof his imagination . He choofes to difcover,
and correct errors in the works of others , rather than
to illuftrate , and add beauties to his own. Like a
feflful artift, he is fond of probing wounds to their

depth.
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depth , and of enlarging them to open view. He pre-,
fers cauflics, which erode proud fiefh, to fofter balfa-
mics, which give more immediate eafe. He aims to
be feverely ufeful, rather than politely engaging:
and as he was either not formed , or would not take
pains to excel in poetry , he became, in fome meafure,
fuperior to it j and affirmed more the air and manners
of a critic, than of a poet . Had he lived in the fame
age with Horace he would have approached nearer to
him, than any other poet : and if we may make an
allowance for the different courfe of ftudy, and diffe¬
rent form of government , to which each of thefe great
men were fubjeft , we may obferve, in feveral inftances,
a ftrong refemblaace between them . Both poets are
equally diftinguifhed for wit and humour . Each dif-
flays a peculiar felicity in diction : but of the two, Ho¬
race is the more elegant and delicate : while he con¬
demns, he pleafes. Swift takes pleafure in giving
pain : The diffimilitude of their tempers might be ow¬
ing to the different turns in their fortune . Swift ear¬
ly formed large views of ambition , and was difappoint-
ed . Horace , from an exiled low ftate, rofe into afflu¬
ence, and enjoyed the favour and friendfhip of Au¬
gustus . Each poet was the delight of the principal
perfons of his age. Ctim magnis <vixij/e was not more
applicable to Horace , than to Swift . They both
were temperate : both were frugal ; and both were of
the fame Epicurean tafte . Horace had his Lydia,
Swift had his Vanessa . Horace had his MECiENAS,

and
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and his Agrippa . Swift had his Oxford , and his
Bolingbroke . Horace had his Virgil , Swift had
his Pope.

After the great names, which I have juft now men¬
tioned, it is matter of aftonifhment to find the fame
perfon, who had enjoyed the higheft , and the beft con-
verfation , equally delighted with the loweft and the
worft : and yet it is certain , from Swift 's fettlement
in Dublin as Dean of St. Patricks , his choice of com-

m

panions in general ftiewed him of a very depraved
tafte.

From the year feventeen hundred and fourteen , till
he appeared in the year twenty , a champion for Ireland
againft Wood 's halfpence , his fpirit of politics, and of
patriotifm , was kept almoft clofely confined within his
own brealt . Idlenefs and trifles engroffed too many of
his hours : fools and fycophants too much of his con-
verfation . However , let me obferve to you, that the
treatment which he received, after the death of Queen
Ann, was almoft a fufficientreafon tojuftify a contempt,
if not an abhorrence of the human race . He had brave¬
ly withftood all hoftile indignities , during the life time
of that Princefs ; but when the whole army of his
friends were not only routed , but taken prifoners , he
dropt his fword, and retired into his fortification at
Dublin, from whence he feldom ftirred beyond the limits
of his own garden , unlefs in great indulgence to fome
particular favourites.

His attendance upon the publice fervice of the church was
regular and uninterrupted : and indeed regularity was

peculiar
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peculiar to him in all his a&ions, even in the greateft
trifles, His hours of walking , and reading , never va¬
ried : His motions were guided by his watch , which was
fo conftantly held in his hand , or plaeed before him up¬
on his table , that he feldom deviated many minutes, in
the daily revolution of his cxercifes and employments.
His works , from the year 1714, to the year 17ZO,
are few in number , and of fmall importance . Poems
to Stella , and trifles to Dr . Sheridan , fill up a
great part of that period.

In the year 1720, he began to re-aflume, in fome
degree , the character of a political writer . A fmall
pamphlet in defence of the Irijh manufafiures, was, I
believe, his firft eflay (in Ireland) in that kind of writ¬
ing : and to that pamphlet , he owed the turn of the
popular tide in his favour a. His fayings of wit and
humour had been handed about , and repeated from
time to time among the people . They had the effe£t
of an artful preface, and had pre-engaged all readers in
his favour . They were adapted to the underflanding,
and pleafed the imagination of the vulgar : and he was
now looked upon in a new light , and diftinguifhed by
the title of THE DEAN.

The flux and reflux of popular love and hatred are
equally violent . They are often owing to accidents,
but fometimes to the return of reafon, which , unaflifted
"by education, may not be able to guide the lower clafs,

8 See Letter 16th.
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of people, into the right traft at the beginning , but will
be fufficient to keep them in it, when experience has
pointed oat the road . . The pamphlet , propofing the
univerfal ufe of hijh manufactures 'within the kingdom,
had captivated all hearts . Some little pieces of poetry to
the fame purpofe, were no lefs acceptable and engaging.
The attachment which the Dean bore to the true in-
tereft of Ireland, was no longer doubted . His patriot-
ifm was as manifeil as his wit. He was looked upon
with pleafure and refpeft , as he palled through the
ftreets : and he had attained fo high a degree of popu¬
larity , as to become an arbitrator in the difputes of
property among his .neighbours : nor did any man dare
to appeal from his opinion, or to murmur at his decree ; ,

But the popular affection, which the Dean had hither¬
to acquired, may be faid not to have been univerfal , till
the publication of the Drapier ' s letters, which made
all ranks , and all profeffions unanimous in his applaufe.
The occafion of thofe letters was a fcarcity of copper
coin in Ireland, to fo great a degree , that for fome
time paft the chief manufacturers throughout the king¬
dom, were obliged to pay their workmen in pieces of
tin, or in other tokens of fuppofititious value . Such a
method was very difadvantageous to the lower parts of
traffic, and was in general an impediment to the com¬
merce of the ftate. To remedy this evil, the late King
granted a patent to William Wood , to coin, during
the term of fourteen years , farthings and halfpence in
England for the ufe of Ireland, to the value of a certain

2 fum
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fum fpecified. Thefe halfpence and farthings were to
be received by thofe perfons, who would voluntarily ac¬
cept them . But the patent was thought to be of fuch.
dangerous confequence to the public , and of fuch exor¬
bitant advantage to the patentee , that the Dean , under
the character of M . B. Drapier , wrote a letter to the
people, warning them not to accept Wood ' s halfpence
and farthings as current coin . This firft letter was fuc-
ceeded by feveral others to the fame purpofe, all which
are inferted in his works.

At the found of the Drafier 's trumpet , a fpirit
arofe among the people , that , in the eaftern phrafe,
was like unto a tempeft in the day of the tvbirlimrid. Eve¬
ry perfon of every rank , party , and denomination,
was convinced, that the admiffion of Wood 's copper
mult prove fatal to the commonwealth . The Papift,
the Fanatic , the Tory , the Whig , all lifted themfelves
volunteers under the banner of M . B. Drapier , and were
all equally zealous to ferve the common caufe . Much
heat , and many fiery fpeaches againft the adminiftra-
tion , were the confequence of this union : nor had the
flames been allayed , notwithftanding threats and pro¬
clamations , had not the coin been totally fupprefled,
and had not Wood withdrawn his patent.

This is the moft fuccinft account that can be given of
an affair, which alarmed the whole Irijh nation to
a degree that in a lefs loyal kingdom mult have
fomented a rebellion : but the ftedfaft loyalty of the
Irifo, and their true devotion to the prefent royal
family is immoveable : and although this unfortunate na¬

tion
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tion may not hitherto have found many difti 'nguiihing
marks of favour and indulgence from the throne , yet it
is to be hoped , in time they may meet with their re¬
ward.

The name of Augustus was not bellowed upon
Octavius Caesar with more univerfal approbation,
than the name of The Drapier was bellowed upon
The Dean . He had no fooner affirmed his new cogno¬
men, than he became the idol of the people of Inland
to a degree of devotion , that in the moll fuperllitious
country fcarce any idol ever obtained . Libations to his
health , or , in plain englifli , bumpers were poured forth
to the Drapier as large and as frequent as to the glorious
and immortal memory of K . William the third . His
effigies was painted in every ftreet in Dublin . Accla¬
mations and vows for his profperity attended his foot-
fteps wherever he pafled . He was confulted in all points
relating to domeftic policy in general , and to the trade
of Ireland in particular : but he was more immediately
looked upon as the legiflator of the weavers , who fre¬
quently came in a body , confifting of fifty or fixty
chieftains of their trade , to receive his advice , in fet¬
tling the rates of their manufactures , and the wages of
their journeymen . He received their addreffes with
lefs majelly than fternnefs , and ranging his fubje &s in a
circle round his parlour , fpoke as copioufly , and with as
little difficulty and hefitation , to the feveral points in
which they fupplicated his affiflrance , as if trade had
been the only lludy and employment of his life . When
elections were depending for the city of Dublin , many

corporations
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corporations refufed to declare themfelves, till they
had confulted his fentiments and inclinations , which

were punctually followed with equal chearfulnefs and
fubmiflion. In this Hate of power, and popular love
and admiration , he remained till he loft his fenfes : a
Iofs which he feemed to forefee, and prophetically la¬
mented to many of his friends a.

I have now conducted the Dean through the moll in-
terefting circumftances of his life, to the fatal period
wherein he was utterly deprived of reafon . If your
curiofity leads you to enquire into the particulars of
that misfortune, it muft be the fubjeft of fome future
letter : for, at prefent , I think it is time to indulge my-
felf in alluring you, that I am with an inexpreffible
warmth of heart , my dear Hamilton,

Tour mofi affeSionate Father,

ORRERY.

* See Latter XXI.

LET-
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LETTER VIL

My deaf Hamilton,

YO U feem not only defirous, but impatient , that
I mould pafs critically thorough all the works

of my friend Swift . Your requeft is unreafonable if
you imagine , that I muft fay fomething upon every in¬
dividual performance . There are many pieces that I
defpife, others that I loath , and others that delight and
improve me again . Thefe laft mail be difcuffed parti¬
cularly . The former are not worthy of your notice.
They are of no farther ufe than to ftiew us, in general,
the errors of human nature ; and to convince us, that
neither the height of wit, nor genius, can bring a man
to fuch a degree of perfection, as vanity would often
prompt him to believe.

In a difquifition of the fort which you require , I
mail avoid as much as pomble any annotations upon
that kind of fatyr , in which the Dean indulged himfejf
againft particular perfons : moft of whom it is proba-E ble
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ble provoked his rage by their own mifcondu£t, and

confequently owed to their own rafhnefs the wounds
which they received from his pen : but I have no de»

•light in thofe kind of writings, except for the fake of
the wit, which , either in general , or in particular fa¬

tyr , is equally to be admired . The edge of wit will al¬

ways remain keen , and its blade will be brightand mining,
when the ftone, upon which it has been whetted , is

worn out, or thrown afide and forgotten . Perfonal fatyr

againft evil magiftrates, corrupt minifters, and thofe

giants of power , who gorge themfelves with the en¬
trails of their country , is different from that perfonal
fatyr , which too often proceeds merely from felf-love,

or ill-nature : the one, is written in defence of the pub-
iic, the other , in defence of ourfelves. The one, is

armed by the fword of juftice, and encouraged not only

by the voice of the people, but by the principles of

morality : the other, is diftated by paffion, fupported
by pride , and applauded by flattery . At the fame
time that I fay this , I think every man of wit has a

right to laugh at fools, who give offence, or at cox¬
combs, who are public nufances. Swift indeed has
left no weapon of farcafm untried , no branch of fatyr

uncultivated : but while he has maintained a perpetual
war againft the mighty men in power , he has remained
invulnerable , if not victorious.

Upon a review of the Dean 's writings , it cannot be
fufficiently lamented , that there is no juft , or perfect
edifice ©f his works . Faulkner 's edition, at leaft the

. . four
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four firft volumes of it (for there are now eight ) were
publifhed, by the permiffion and connivance , if not by
the particular appointment of the Dean himfelf . But
the feveral pieces are thrown together without any or¬
der or regularity whatever : fo that like the ancientchaos which contained an immenfe colleftion of various
treafures, they, remain in their ftate of confiifion rudis
indigeftaqui moles: and yet the incoherency of "lituation
is perhaps one of the moil excufable faults in the col¬
leftion : for the materials are of fo different, and fo
incongruous a nature , that it feems as if the author,;
(who was in reality the editor, ) imagined the public,
under an abfohite necefiky of accepting the bafeft. coin,
from the fame hand , that had exhibited the purelh
Surely the idle amufements of a man's private and do- ,
ineftic life, are no* to be fent forth as fufficient enter¬
tainments for the witty or the learned . Pofthumous.
works indeed are often worthlefs and improper , from
the ill judged zeal of ignorant executors, or imprudent
friends : but, a living author remains without excufe,
who either wilfully , or wantonly impofes upon theworld.

The Englifh edition of Swift 's works I have fcarce
feen ; and I have had little inclination to examine it,
becauie I was acquainted with the Dean , at the time,
when Faulkner ' s edition came out, and therefore
nvuft always look upon that copy as moft authentic j
well knowing that Mr . Faulkner had the advantage
of printing his edition, by the confent and approbation

E ? of
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of the author himfelf . The four firlt volumes were

publiflied by fubfcription, and every fheet of them was

brought to the Dean for hi^ revifal and corre£tion . The
two next were publifhed in the fame manner . The

feventh volume was printed from a number of fur-

reptitious letters publifhed in England : and the eighth
volume did not come out till after the Dean 's death.

In the publication of the fix firft volumes, the fituation
and arrangement of each particular piece, in verfe and
profe, was left entirely to the editor . In that point,
the Dean either could not, or would not give him the

leaft affiftance. The dates were often gueffed at, and

every fcrap was thruft into the parcel that might aug¬
ment the collection . Such a conduct has been pro¬

ductive of a confufion that offends the eye, and mif-

leads the underftanding . We have lefs pleafure in look¬

ing at a palace built at different times, and put toge¬
ther by ignorant workmen , than in viewing a plain re¬

gular building compofed by a mafterly haaid in all the
beauty of fymmetry and order . The materials of the

former may be more valuable , but the fimplicity of the

latter is more acceptable . For health and exercife who

would not chufe rather to walk upon a platform than in

a labyrinth ? or, who does not wifh to fee an edition of

Swift 's works becoming the genius, and dignity of
the author ? When fuch an edition is undertaken , I

fhould hope that all the minutia of his idle hours might

be entirely excluded : or at leaft placed, like out

buildings , at a diftance from the chief edifices of
■ftatc.

Swift
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Swt ft was naturally fond of feeing his works in

print , and he was encouraged in this fondnefs by his
friend Dr , Sheridan , who had the cacoethes fcrilendi
to the greateft degree, and was continually letting off
fquibs, rockets , and all forts of little fireworks from the
prefs, by which means he offended many particular
perfons, who, although they flood in awe of Swift,
held Sheridan at defiance. The truth is, the poor
Doctor , by nature the moft peaceable , inoffenfive man
alive, was in a continual ftate of warfare with the mi¬
nor poets, and they revenged themfelves, or , in the
ftyle of Mr . Bays , often gave him flajb fir flafb, and

fmged bis feathers . The affection between Theseus and
Perithous was not greater than the affection between
Swift and Sheridan : but the friendlhip that cement¬
ed the two ancient heroes probably commenced upon
motives very different from thofe which united the two
modern divines. As in a former letter , I drew a pic¬
ture of Swift 's wife *, let me here give you fome
iketches of Swift ' s friend.

Dr . Sheridan was a fchoolmafter , and, in many in-
ftances, perfectly well adapted for that ftation. He
was deeply verfed in the Greek and Roman languages;
and in their cuftoms and antiquities . He had that kind
of good-nature , which abfence of mind, indolence of
body, and carelefnefs of fortune produce ; and although

a Letter II . page 14.

not



54 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
not over ftrict in his own conduft , yet he took care of
the morality of his fcholars, whom he fent to the Uni-
verfity remarkably well founded in all claffical learn¬
ing , and not ill inftructed in the focial duties of life.

He was flovenly, indigent , and chearful . He knew
books much better than men : and he knew the value

of money leaft of all. In this Situation, and with this
difpofition, Swift fattened upon him, as upon a prey
with which he intended to regale himfelf , whenever
his appetite Ihould prompt him. Sheridan therefore
was kept conftantly within his reach : and the only
time he was permitted to go beyond the limits of his
chain , was to take pofleffion of a living in the county
of Corke, which had been bellowed upon him by the
then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the prefent Earl - of
Granville . Sheridan , in one fatal moment , or by one
fatal text , effefted his own ruin . You will find the

ftory told by Swift himfelf, in the fourth volume of
his works b : fo that here I need only tell you, that this

Sll-flarred, good-natured , improvident man returned to
Dublin, unhinged from all favour at court , and even
baniflied from the caftle. But ftill he remained a pun-

fter, a quibbler , a fiddler, and a wit . Not a day palled
without a rebus, an anagram , or a madrigal . His pen
and his fiddle-flick were in continual motion ; and yet

t>Page 289. In a pamphlet entitled, A Vindication of his
Excellency John Lord Carteret from the charge of fa¬
vouring none but Tories , High Churchmen, and Jacobites.

4 to
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to little or no purpofe^ if we may give credit to the
following verfes, which fhall ferve as the conclufion of
his poetical character,

With mufic and poetry equally blefs'd,
A bard thus Apollo moft humbly addrefs 'd,
Great author of poetry , mufic, and light,
Inftru&ed by thee I both fiddle and write :
Yet unheeded I fcrape, or I fcribble all day,
My tunes are negle&ed, my verfe flung away.
Thy fubftitute here Vice -Apollo c difdains,
To vouch for my numbers, or lift to my ftrains.
Thy manual fign he refufes to put
To the airs I produce from the pen, or the gut.
Be thou then propitious, . great Phoebus , and grant
Relief ; or reward to my merit , or want.
Tho ' the Dean and Delany d tranfcendently mine,
O ! brighten one folo, or fonnet of mine.
Make one work immortal ; 'tis all I requeft;
Apollo look'd pleas'd, and refolving to jeft,
Replied , honeft friend, I 've confider'd your cafe,
Nor diflike your unmeaning and innocent face.
Your petition I grant , the boon is not great,
Your works fhall continue, and here's the receipt,
On e Roundashereafter your fiddle-firings fpend,
Write verfes in circles, they never fhall end.

c Dr . Swift . ^ Now Dean of flcuw.
5 A fong, or peculiar kind of poetry , which returns to

the beginning of the firft verfe, and fo continues in a per¬
petual rotation.

? i
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In the courfe of my eorrefpondence , my dear Ham,

you may poffibly obferve fome feeming -contradictions,
as I am purfuing the Dean through the mazy turnings
of his chara &er . Eut, they will eafily be reconciled,
when you confider, that , of all mankind , Swift per¬
haps had the greateft contrafts in his temper . He often
put me in mind of that wild opinion , which Plutarch
fays was entertained by the fages of old, " That we
" are fubjeft to the influence of two principles, or
" deities, who are in conftant opposition to each other:
w the one directing us to the right hand , and through
" the right road , the other driving us aftray, and op-
" pofing us from purfuing the track pointed out by his
" adveriary, " The Manichean herefy , you know,
has been built upon this hypothefis : and it is not im-
poffible (as the doctrine itfelf was propagated before
the time of Manes ) that fome antient fpeculative phi-
lofopher may have invented fuch a kind of mythology,
merely to folve the various contradictions which he
found fluctuating within his own breaft.

You will poffibly expect from me a collection of
apophthegms , which the Dean may have uttered upon
various occafions. But, the witty records of table -talk
in my mind feem too minute arid over curious j at leaft
I mud wilh to treat with you upon Subjects of more im¬
portance . I mean fuch Subjects as will teach you
to follow fome moral virtue , or to fhun fome moral
evil.

Forgive me too , if I am now and then guilty of re¬
petitions . In reviewing the fame perfon fo often, the

fame
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fame thoughts , if not the fame exprefiions will inevi¬
tably occur. But, excufes for thefe kind of errors,
are, I hope, unnecefiary. Candour and truth are the
chief points that I have had in -view, knowing them 'to
be coincident with your own manner of thinking.

You are now fufEciently prepared -for that particular
edition of Swift 's works , which I intend to purfue:
and I fhall undertake the performance with great plea-
fure .and alacrity , becaufe I .flatter myfelf it may be ac¬
ceptable to you, as it comes from

your ■mofi affetlionate Father,

ORRERY,

iiiiasiai ^ iisssii

LETTER Till.
IWas very glad to be interrupted , by your unex¬

pected vifit. The fight of you , and the happinefs
which I conftantly receive in your company , are recol¬
lected by me in your abfence, with fuch a kind of in-
expreffible pleafure, as the warmeft affe&ion and the
rueft tendernefs infpire : and as I am always earnell to

3 comply
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comply with your requefts, I take the earlieft oppor¬
tunity of going on with a plan , that hitherto has re¬
ceived the encouragement of your filial partiality.

The firft volume of Faulkner 's edition confifts of

various trafts jumbled together , without any regularity
or order . The firft treatife in this volume is intitled,
A difcourfe of the contefis and dijfentions between the nobles-
and commons in Athens and Rome . It was written in

the year 1701, towards the latter end of King Wil¬
liam 's reign, and at a time, when that Prince was made
extremely uneafy, by the violence with which fome of
his minifters, and chief favourites were purfued . How¬
ever bright the crown 'of England might have glittered
in the eyes of the Prince of Orange, he found it, when
placed upon his head , a crown of thorns . The longer
he wore the diadem, the bandelet ftill became more
tight and irkfome . Complaints , and enquiries arofe in
the fenate. Feuds, and unchriftian animofities, in
the convocation . Nor had foreign affairs a more prOr
pitious afpeft . Lewis the fourteenth was making large
ftrides towards univerfal monarchy . Plots were carry¬
ing on at St . Germain 's. The Dutch had acknowledg¬
ed the Duke of Anjou as King of Spain : and Europe
in general feemed pregnant of fire, and ready to burft
into flames. Thus began the year i ^oi . King Wil¬
liam in hopes to difpel this fulphureous body of clouds,
which feemed to threaten fome future thunder of extra¬

ordinary violence, had made feveral changes in his mi-
niftry , and had removed fome of his faithfulleft fervants
from places of the higher! trull and dignity . The al¬

teration
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teration proved of little or no effeft . The animofity of

the lioufe of commons could not be appeafed . They

looked upon the deprivation of lucrative employments,

as an inefficient punifhment for high crimes and mis¬

demeanours : and they began firft by impeaching the

Earl of Portland 3 j and then proceeded to the im¬

peachments of Lord Somers b, the Earl of Orford c,
and the Earl of Hallifax d.

Thefe were all great men ; and the three laft were

of remarkable abilities and experience . Lord Somers

v/as the general patron of the literati , and the particular
friend of Dr . Swift . The Earl of Orford had been

confidered in a manner as lord high admiral ; the whole

affairs of the navy having been committed to his charge.

Lord Hallifax had a fine genius for poetry , and had

employed his more youthful part of life in that fcience,

He was diftinguifhed by the name of Mouse Mounta-
gtje , having ridiculed , jointly with Mat Prior , Mr.

Dryden ' s famous poem of the Hind and Panther.

The parody is drawn from Horace ' s fable of the City

Moufe and Country Moufe , and begins,

"William BENTrncK , Earl of Portland , Groom
of -theftole.

k John Somers , Baron Somers of E -vetham . Firft,
Lord Keeper : afterwards , Lord High Chancellor.

'Edward Russel , Earl of Orford . Treafurer of
the Navy , and one of the Lords Commiffioners of the
Admiralty.

d Charles Mountague , Earl of Hallifax . Ap¬
pointed one of the Commiffioners of the Treafury ; and
afterwards made Chancellor of the Exchequer.
" : A milk
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A milk white moufe, immortal and unchanged,
Fed on foft cheefe, and o' er the dairy ranged.

But afterwards , upon Mr . Mountague ' s promotion
to the chancellorfhip of the Exchequer , Prior , with a
good humoured indignation at feeing his friend pre¬
ferred , and himfelf neglected , concludes an epiftle writ¬
ten in the year 1698 , to Fleetwood Shepherd , E%
with thefe three lines,

My friend Charles Mountague '; frefer 'd, ")
Nor ivoud lha 've it long obfer-iid , >
That one Moufe eats , 'while father 's ftarv 'd . J

You .will find the characters of the four impeached
lords defcribed under Athenian names . PHOcion is the
Earl of Portland . Aristides is Lord Somers.
Themistocles is the Earl of Orford . Pericles is

the Earl of Hallifax . In parallels of this fort , it is
impoffible that every circumftance mould tally with the
ntmoft exa &nefs : but the whole treatife is full of hifto-

rical knowledge , and excellent reflections . It is not
mixed with any improper fallies of wit , or any light
airs of humour : and in point of ftyle and learning , is
equal , if not fuperior , to any of his political works.

Subfequent to the difcourfe concerning Athens and Rome,
is a paper written in the year 1703 , in derilion of the
ftyle and manner of Mr . Robert Boyi .e . To what a
height mull the fpirit of farcafm arife in an author,

• - who
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who could prevail upon himfelf to ridicule fo good a
man as Mr . Boyle ? The fword of wit , like the
fcythe of time , cuts down friend and foe , and attack*
every objeft that accidentally lies in its way . But,
fharp and irrefiftible as the edge of it may be , Mr.
Boyle will always remain invulnerable.

The fentiments of a church -of-England -man , ivith refpeil
to religion and government , was written in the year 1708.
It is adapted to that particular period . The flyle of the
whole pamphlet is nervous , and , except in fome few
places , impartial . The flate of Holland is fo jutlly,
and , at the fame time , fo concifely delineated , that I
cannot help tranfcribing it . Speaking of the Butch,
the author fays , " They are a commonwealth founded on d
" fudden , by a defperate attempt on a defperate condition,
H not formed or digejied into a regular fyftem by mature
" thought and reafon , but huddled up under the preffure of
" fudden exigencies ; calculated for no long duration , and
" hitherto fubjijiing by accident in the midft of contending
" powers , nvho cannot yet agree about fharing it eimongjl
" them . '" This draft is very well worth your reading
and attention : and it confirms an obfervation which
will perpetually occur , that Swift excels in whatever
ftyle or manner he afiumes . When he is in earheft , bis
llrength of reafon carries with it convifHon , When in
jell , every competitor in the race of wit is left behind
him.

The argument again/ } abolijhing Chriftianityh carried on
with the higheft wit and humour . Graver divines
threaten the irreaders with future punifhments : Swift

artfully
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artfully exhibits a picture of prefent Ihame . He judged

rightly in imagining that a fmall treatife , written with i

fpirit of mirth and freedom , mull be more efficacious,

than long fermons , or laborious leffons of morality.

He endeavours to laugh us into religion } well knowing,

that we are often laughed out of it . As you have not

read the pamphlet , excufe a quotation , to which may

be prefixed the old proverb ex pede Herculem . " I would

" fain know (fays the Dean ) how it can be pretended,

" that the churches are mi/applied . Where are more ap-

" psintments and rendezvoufes of gallantry ? Where more

" care to appear in the foremaft box with greater advantage

" of drefs ? Where more meetings for bufnefs ? When

H more bargains driven of all forts ? Atid where fo maiif

" convent encies or incitements to fcep ?

The papers which immediately follow are entirely
humorous , and relate to Partridge the almanac mak¬

er : and although they are not only temporary , but lo¬

cal , yet by an art peculiar to SwiFT .himfelf , they are

rendered immortal , fo as to be read with pleafure , as

long as the Englifh language fubfifts.

To thefe fucceeds A projeel for the advancement of reli¬

gion , and the reformation of manners , written in the year

1709, ' and dedicated to the Countefs of Berkley.

The author appears in earneft throughout the whole

treatife , and the dedication , or introduction , is in a'

ftrain of ferious panegyric , which the Lady , to whom'

it is addreffed , undoubtedly deferved . But as the pam¬

phlet is of the fatirical kind , I am apt to imagine,-

that my friend the Dean put a violence upon himfelf , im
chufing
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thufing to appear candidly ferrous, rather than to laugh
filently under his ufual mafk of gravity . Read it, and
tell me your opinion : for methinks , upon thefe occa¬
sions, I perceive him writing in fhackles.

The tritical effay on the faculties of the mind, will make
you fmile.

The letter to the Earl of"OxfORDfor correSling, improv¬
ing, and afcertaining the Englifh tonguemight have been
a very ufeful performance , if it had been longer , and
lefs eclypfed by compliments to the noble perfon to
whom it is addrefTed. It feems to have been intended
as a preface to fome more enlarged defign : at the head
of which fuch an introduction muft have appeared with
great propriety . A work of this kind is much wanted,
as our language , inftead of being improved, is every
day growing worfe, and more debafed. We bewilder
ourfelves in various orthography ; we fpeak, and we
write at random ; and if a man's common converfation
were,to be committed to paper , he would be ftartled
for to find himfelf guilty in a few fentences, of fo many
folecifms and fuch falfe Englifh. I believe we are the
only people in the Chriftian world , who repeat the
Lord's Prayer , in an ungrammatical manner : and I
remember to have heard , that when a motion wa*s made
in the Convocation to alter the word [which] for the
word [who] the propofition was reje&ed by the majority.
This inftance may fhew you of what fort of men, the
moft learned , and even the moft reverend affemblies,
are fometimes compofed. But let us confider the con¬
duct ©f a neighbouring nation . How induftrious have

the
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the French been to improve their language ? and to
what a llafe ef perfection have they brought it ?
Rome, by her conquefts, made her dialect univerfal :
France, by her policy , has done the fame. By policy,
I mean the encouragement of arts and fciences ; which
will often render a nation more powerful than arms.
Nothing has contributed fo much to the purity and ex¬
cellence of the French tongue, as the noble academies
eftablifhed for that purpofe : and, until fome public
work of the fame kind is undertaken in England, we
cannot flatter ourfelves with any hopes of amending the
errors , or afcertaining the limits of our ftyle. I (hall
not preftime even to whifper to you, that I think a de-
fign of this fort is fufficiently momentous to attract the
consideration of our legifiative powers . Their thoughts
are otherways employed , and their faculties otherways
applied . But I will venture to fay, that if to our hos¬
pitals for lunatics , an hofpital was added for the recep¬
tion , and fupport of men of fenfe and learning , it would
be of the higheft honour to the prefent age, and of no
lefs advantage to poilerity . I call it an hofpital , be-
caufe I fuppofe it to be erected for the benefit of fuch
perfonSj whofe infirm fortunes , or difeafed revenues,
may have rendered the ftrength and abilities of their
minds weak and ufelefs to the public : for I entirely
agree with Aristotle , where he fays, in the words of
his fcholiaft . Eum pr<rclara et magna -vix foffe exeqiii et
fr .fflare , cui facilitates defunt: quoniam per arnicas et civi-
lem potentiam nchiti per ifijirumenta neceffe efl pleraque ef
fiti . The reflexions, that arife from this theme, I

find,
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£nd, are driving me beyond the bounds of a letter:
"therefore I ftiall only add, that I heartily wifh you
may think an attention to your native language as ufe-
fnl, and improving a ftudy, as can be purfued, in
whatever ftation of life Providence may allot you.

There are two other letters in this volume extremely
worthy of your notice. The one is, To a young gentle¬
man lately entered into holy orders. The other is. To a
young lady on her marriage. The former , ought to be
read by all the young clergymen in the three kingdoms,
and the latter , by all the new married women . But,
here again is the peculiar felicity of Swift 's writings;
the letters are addreffed only to a young clergyman and
a young lady , but they are adapted to every age and
imderftanding . They contain obfervations that delight
and improve every mind ; and they will be read , with
pleafure and advantage , by the oldeft, and moft exem¬
plary divines, and by the moft diftinguilhed; and moft
accomplifhed ladies.

The reft of the volume is filled up with ftiort tra &s,
and papers of various forts : moftly humorous , and enter¬
taining . You will laugh at the ftory in one of the In¬
telligencers, of Whijk and Swabbers: and you will wifli
the Tatler on thofe inferior duties of life, called Les pe¬
tite; Morales, hung up in every 'fquire 's hall in England.
I am, my deareft Hamilton,

Tour mojl affeilionate Father,
ORRERY.

F L E T-
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LETTER IX.
WE are now come, my dear Hamilton , to the

fecond volume of Swift 's works . It is filled

with poetry : but the poems in general are fhort and
fatirical . The poem of the greateft length , and, I be¬
lieve, the longeft ever compofed by Dr . Swift , is of
a very extraordinary nature , and upon a very extra¬
ordinary fubjeft . It is called Cadenus and Vanessa.
As a poem, it is excellent in its kind , perfectly cor-
reft , and admirably condufted . Swift , who had the
niceft ear, is remarkably chafte and delicate in his

rhymes . A bad rhyme appeared to him one of the ca- :
pital fins in poetry ; and yet it is a fin into which fome
of our greateft poets have fallen. Dryden frequently:
Pope fometimes. The former , was embarraffed with

a wife and family, and was often under fuch neceffi-
tous circumftances as to be obliged to publifh, or to
want fubfiftence. The latter , was in a lefs confined,

and in a much more eafy fituation : he was naturally

judicious , and uncommonly attentive to maintain the
dignity of his character . Although his body was
weak , his mind was equal to the weight of his laurel

crown j
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trowh ; and he wore it not only with eafe, but majefty.
Take him as a poet, ive Jhall not fee his like again.
But why do I keep you in fufpenfe ? ydu are impati¬
ent, I dare fay, to know fome particulars of Vanessa.
Her real name was Esther . Vanhomrigh a. She was
one of the daughters of Bartholomew Vanhomrigh,
a Dutch merchant of Amflerdam, who , upon the revo¬
lution, went into Ireland, and was appointed , by King
William , a commifliorier of the revenue . Her mo¬
ther, whofe name I forget , was born in Ireland, of
very mean extra &ion. The Dutch merchant , by par-
fimony and prudence , had colle&ed a fortune of about
fixteen thoufand pounds : he bequeathed an equal divi-
fion of it to his wife and his four children , of which
two were fohs, and two were daughters . The fons,
after the death of their father , travelled abroad . The
eldeft died beyond fea, and the youngeft , furviving his
brother only a Ihort time, the whole patrimony fell to
his two fillers, Esther arid Mary.

With this increafe of wealth , arid with heads and
hearts elated by affluence, and unreftrained by forefight
or discretion, the widow Vanhomrigh and her two
daughters quitted the iiluxurious foil of their native
country, for the more elegant pleafures of the Englifh
court . During their refidence at London, they lived in
a ceurfe of prodigality that ftretched itfelf far beyond
the limits of their income, and reduced them to great

* The name is pronounced Vannxjmmery,

diftrefs-
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diftrefs j in the midft of which , the mother died, and
the two daughters haftened in all fecrecy back to Ire
land, beginning their journey on a Sunday, to avoid
the interruption , and importunities of a certain fierce
kind of animals called bailiffs, who are not only fworn
foes to wit and gaiety , but whofe tyranny , although it
could not have reached the deified Vanessa , might have
been very fatal to Esther Vanhomrigh . Within two
years after their arrival in Ireland, Mary the youngeft
filler died, and the fmall remains of the ihipwreckt for¬
tune centered in Vanessa,

Vanity makes terrible devaluation in a female breaft.
It batters down all reftraints of modefty, and carries
away every feed of virtue . Vanessa was exceffively
vain . The character given of her by Cadenus is fine
painting , but , in general , fictitious. She was fond of
drefs : impatient to be admired : very romantic in her
turn of mind : fuperior , in her own opinion , to all her
fex : full of pertnefs , gaiety , and pride : not without
fome agreeable accomplilhments , but far from being
either beautiful or genteel : ambitious , at any rate , to
be efteemed a wit ; and, with that view, always af-
fedting to keep company with wits : a great reader,
and a violent admirer of poetry r happy ire the thoughts,
ef being reputed Swift 's concubine : but ftill aiming
and intending to be his wife. By nature haughty,
and difdainful , looking with the pity of contempt upoa
her inferiors , and with the fmiles of felf-approbation
tipon her equals ; but upon Dr . Swift with the eyei
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of love . Her love was founded in vanity , or , to ufe *
more faftiionable phrafe , in tajle . His own lines are
the beft proof of my aflertiort.

Cadenus many things had iurit i
Vanessa much efteemd his niit,

And call 'd fir his poetic nvorks ;
Mean time the boy a in fecret lurks,
And nubile the hook ivas in her hand,
The urchin , from his private fland,
Took aim , andJhot with all Insftrength.
A dart of fuch prodigious length ;
It piere 'd the feeble 'volume thro\
And deep transfixed her bofom too.
Some lines , more moving than the reft,
Stuck to the point that piere 'd her breaji ;
And horn direclly to her heart,
With pains unknown encreas 'd the fmart,

Vanessa , not in years a f core,
Dreams of a goivn of forty four ;
Imaginary charms can find,
In eyes, •with reading , almoft blind ;
Cadenus noiv no more appears
Declined in health , advanced in years ;
She fancies mufic in Ins tongue,
Nor further looks, but thinks him young,

■ The poem itfelf is dated in the year 1713 , when
Swift was in his meridian altitude ; favoured by the

* Cupid.

F 3 courtiersj
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courtiers ; flattered , feared , and admired by the great-!
eft men in the nation.

By the verfes which I have already recited , it may
be prefumed, that the lady was firft {"mitten with the
fame and character of Cadenus , and afterwards with his
perfon . Her firft thoughts purfued a phantom . Her
later paflion defired a fubftance . The manner in which
Ihe difcovered her inclinations, is poetically defcribed in
thefe lines.

She own'd the wandering of her thoughts,
But he mufi anfwer for her faults.
She well remember'd, to her eofi,
That all his lejfons mere not lofi.
Two maxims Jhe cou'dJiill produce,
Andfad experience taught their ufe:
That virtue , pleas'd by being fhown,
Knows nothing which it dare not own t
Can make us, without fear , difclofe
Our inmoft fecrets to our foes :
That common forms were not dejign'd
Directors to a noble mind.
Now, faid ' the nymph, to let you fee,
My aSions with your rules agree;
That I can vulgar forms defpife,
And have no fecrets to difguife,
I knew, by what you faid and writ,
How dangerous things were men of wit;

Yon
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You cautiond me againft their charms,
But newer gave me equal arms :
Tour lejfons found the <weakejlpart,
Ahid at the head, and reached the heart.

Suppofing this account to be true, and I own to
you, my Ham , I can fcarce think it otherwife, it is evi¬
dent, that the fair Vanessa had made a furprifing pro-
grefs in the philofophic do&rines, which me had re¬
ceived from her preceptor . His rules were certainly
of a molt extraordinary kind . He taught her, that vice,
as foon as it defied ftiame, was immediately changed in¬
to virtue. That vulgar forms were not binding upon
certain choice fpirits , to whom either the writings , or
the perfons of men of wit were acceptable . She heard
the leffon with attention , and imbibed the philofophy
with eagernefs . The maxims fuited her exalted turn
of mind. She imagined that if the theory appeared fo
charming , the practice muft be much more delightful.
The clofe connexion of foul and body feemed to re¬
quire, in the eye of a female philofopher , that each
Ihould fucceed the other in all pleafurable enjoyments.
The former had been fufficiently regaled, why mull the
latter remain unfatislied ? " Nature , faid Vannessa,
" abhors a vacuum, and nature ought always to bs
" obeyed ." She communicated thefe fentiments to
her tutor , but he feemed not to comprehend her mean¬
ing , nor to cqnceive the diJiincJio rationis that had taken
rife in his ownfchool . He anfwered her in the non-

F 4 ejfential
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eJfe>itial modes. He talked of friendftiip, of the delights
qf reafon, of gratitude , refpeft and efteem. He almoft
preached upon virtue , and he muttered fome indiftincl
phrafes concerning chaftity.

So unaccountable a coiiduft in Cadenus may be.
thought rather to proceed from defects in nature , than
from the fcrupulo.us difficulties, of a tender confeience.
Such a fuppofition will ftill appear more ftrong , if we
recolleft the diltant manner in which Swift cohabited

with Stella , colder , if pofiible, after , than before , (he,
was his wife : and I now recoiled fome of his own lines

that feem to confirm the furmife, as they contain an in-
ilnuation againft Vanessa , not perhaps fo much in¬
tended to wound her reputation , as to fave his own.

But whatfuccefi Vanessa met
Is to the world a fee ret yet.
Whether t,he nymph, to pleafe her fwaht,
Talks in a high romantic firain ;
Or whether he at laft defends,
Ta ail with lefs feraphic ends;
Or to co?npound the bufinefs, whether
They temper love,and books together,
Mujl newer to mankind be told.
Nor Jhall the confeious mufe unfold.

It is impoffible to read this cruel hint without great
indignation againft the confeious mufe, efpecially as it is
the finilhing ftroke of a pi&ure, which was already

drawn
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drawn in top loofe a garment , and too nnguarded a pof-
$ure. In this inftance, I am afraid the Dean muft re»
main inexcufable.

Vanessa , in fome time after the death of her fifter,
retired to Selbr'tdge, a frnall houfe and eftate that had
been purchafed by her father , within ten or twelve
miles of Dublin. Spleen and difappomtment were the
companions of her folitude. The narrownefs of her in¬
come, the coldnefs of her lover , the lofs of her repu¬
tation , all contributed to make her miferable , and to.
encreafe the frenzical difpofition of her mind . In this
melancholy fttuatian (he remained feveral years , during
which time Cadenus vifited her frequently . Their
particular converfation , as it paffed without witneiFes,
muft for ever remain unknown : but , in general , it is
certain, that flie often prefled him to marry her . His
Stifwers were rather turns of wit than pofitive denials ;
till at laft , being unable to fuftain her weight of mifery
any longer, flie writ a very tender epiftle to Cadenus,
infifting peremptorily upon as ferious an anfwer, and an
immediate acceptance , or abfblute refufal of her , as his
wife. His reply was delivered by his own hand . He
brought it with him when he made his final vifit at Sel-
bridge: and throwing down the letter upon her table,
with great paffion haftened back to his horfe , carrying
m his countenance the frowns of anger and indigna-
^ioh.

Dr . Swift had a natural feverity of face, which
fven' his fmiles could fcarce foften, or his utmoft gaiety-

render
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lender placid and ferene : but when that fternnefa of

.vifage was encreafed by rage , it is fcarce poffible to
imagine looks, or features, that carried in them more
terror and aufterity . Vanessa had feen him in all tem¬
pers , and from his outward appearance fhe gueffed at
.the inward contents of his letter . She read it with as

much refolution as the-prefent cruelty of her fate, and
the raging pride of her heart , would permit . She found
herfelf entirely difcarded from his friendfhip and con-
verfation . Her offers were treated with infolence and

difdain . She met with reproaches inftead of love, and
with tyranny inftead of affection. She had long throws
away the gentle lenitives of virtue ; which , upon this
oecafion, might have proved healing ingredients to fo
deep , and fo dangerous a wound . She had preferred
wit to religion , fhe had utterly deftroyed her character,
and her confcience : and fhe was now fallen a prey to
the horror of her own thoughts.

Turn vera infelix fatis exterrita Dido
Mortem orat : tadet cosli convexa tueri.

She did not furvive many days the letter delivered te
her by vCadenus , but, during that fhort interval , fhe
was fufficiently compofed, to cancel a will made in
Swift ' s favour, and to make another , wherein fhe left
her fortune (which , by long retirement , was in fome
meafure retrieved ) to her two executors., Dr . Berkley,
the prelent Bifhop of Cloym, and Mr . Marshal , one

of
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of the King 's Serjeants at law . She had chofen Mr.
Marshall , not only as he had an excellent charafter,
but as he was her relation . She had little perfonal ac¬
quaintance with Dr . Berkley : his virtues , and his
genius, were univerfally known : yet other motives per¬
haps induced her to appoint him a joint executor : in
fuch an appointment , (he probably defigned to mortify
the pride of Dr . Swift , by letting him fee, that,
in her laft thoughts , Ihe preferred a ftranger before
him.

Thus perifhed, at Selbridge, under all the agonies of
defpair, Mrs . Esther Vanhomrigh ; a miferable ex¬
ample of an ill -fpent life, fantaftic wit, vifionary
fchemes, and female weaknefs.

My paper fcarce allows room for the affectionate
name of

ORRERY.

jlet.
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LETTER X,

My dear Hamilton,

IHave received yours of the 24th inftant . You feem
fo much pleafed with the commentaries relating to

Vanessa , and you have exprefled fo much fatisfa&ion
in my account of Stella , that probably you wifh
Swift to have had as many wives and miftrefles as %o-
lomon , in order to furnilh me with perpetual materials
for the hiftory of a Lady . It is true , my friend the
Dean kept company with many of the fair fex, but they
were rather his amufement than his admiration . He
trifled away many hours in their converfation , he filled
many pages in their praife , and by the power of hia
head , he gained the character of a lover , without the,
leall affiftance from his heart . To this particular kind
of pride, fupported by the bent of his genius, and joined
by the exceffive coldnefs of his nature , Vanessa owed
the ruin of her reputation , and from the fame caufes,
Stella remained an unacknowledged wife. If we
confider Swift 's behaviour , fo far only as it relates ta
women , we mall find, that he looked upon them rather
as bulls, than as whole figures. In his panegyrical

defcriptionsj
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defcriptions, he lias feldom defcended lower than the
center of their hearts : or if ever he has defigned a
compleat ftatue, it has been generally call in a dirty,
or in a difagreeable mould : as if the ftatuary had not
conceived, or had not experienced , that juftnefs of
proportion , that delicacy of limb, and thofe pleafing,
and graceful attitudes which have conftituted the fex to
be the moll beautiful part of the creation . If you review
his feveral poems to Stella , you will find them fuller
of affection than defu e, and more expreffive of friend-*
fhip, than of love . For example,

Thou, Stella , tvert no longer youngt
When firjl for thee my harp I fining ;
Without one'word of CupidV darts,
Of killing eyes, or bleeding hearts i
With friendjhip and ejieem pojfeft,
I nier admitted Lone a gueji.

Mofl of the poems, which are absolutely addrefled
to Stella , or which defcribe her in a variety o£
attitudes, turn upon her age : a kind of excufe perhaps
for Swift ' s want of love.

I began one of my former letters , my dear Hamil¬
ton , by a declaration that it was impolEble for me to
pafs a very minute comment upon the various pieces
that he has written ; and I muft renew the fame declar¬
ation in regard to his poems . They are not only
mingled improperly , in points of dates, and Subjects,
\m many, very many of them , are temporary , trifling,

and
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and I had almoft faid puerile . Several of them are1

perfonal , and confequently fcarce amufing ; or at leaftj
they leave a very fmall impreflion upon our minds.
Such indeed as are likely to draw your attention , are
exquifite, and fo peculiarly his own, that whoever has
dared to imitate him in thefe, or in any of his works,
has conftantly failed in the attempt . Upon a general view
of his poetry , we mail find him, as in his other perform¬
ances, an uncommon , furprizing , heteroclite genius:
luxurious in his fancy, lively in his ideas, humorous in

his defcriptions, and bitter , exceeding bitter in his fatyr;
The reftleflnefs of his imagination , and the difappoint-
ment of his ambition , have both contributed to hinder

him from undertaking any poetical work of length or
importance . His wit was fufEcient to every labour :
no flight could have wearied the ftrength of his pinions:
perhaps if the extenfive views of his nature had been
fully fatisfied, his airy motions had been more regular*
and lefs fudden . But, he now appears , like an eagle
that is fometimes chained , and at that particular time,-
for want of nobler , and more proper food, diverts his
confinement, and appeafes his hunger , by deftroying
the gnats , butterflies, and other wretched infefts,
that unluckily happen to buzz , or flutter within his
reach.

While I have been reading over this volume of his

poetry , I have confidered him as an Egyptian hiero¬
glyphic , which , though it had an unnatural , and fre¬
quently an indecent appearance , yet it always contain¬
ed fome fecret . marks of wifdom, and fometimes of

3 deep
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deep morality . The fubjefts of his poems are often
naufeous, and the performances beautifully difagree-
able.

The Lady sDreffing Roomhas been univerfally condemn¬
ed, as deficient in point -of delicacy , even to the high-
eft degree. The bell apology that can be made in its
favour, is to fuppofe, that the author exhibited his Ge-
ua in the molt hideous colours he could find, left flie
might be miftaken as a goddefs, when lhe was only a
mortal. External beauty is very alluring to youth and
inexperience; and Swift , by pulling off the borrowed'
plumes of his harpy , difcovers at once a frightful bird
of prey, and by making her offenfive, senders her lefs.
dangerous and inviting . Such, I hope, was his defign ;
but let his views and motives have been ever fo benefi¬
cial, his general want of delicacy and decorum, muft
not hope even to find the fliadow of an excufe ; for it is
impoluble not to own, that he too frequently forgets
that politenefs and tendernefs of manners , which are un¬
doubtedly due to human kind . .From his early , and
repeated difappointments , he became a mifanthrope . If
his mind had been more equal and content , I am wil¬
ling to believe, that he would have viewed the works
of nature with a more benign afpeft . And perhaps,
under a lefs conftant rotation of anxiety , he might have
preferved his fenfes to the laft fcene of life, and might
have enjoyed that calm exit from the ftage, for which his
friend Horace fo carneftly fupplicates Apollo.
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Frui paratis et valido mihi
hatoe dona, et precor, Integra
Cum mente: nec turpem feneclain
Degere, nec citbard carentem.

I have already told you, that his pride was fo great
as fcarce to admit any body to the leaft fhare of his
friendfhip, except fuch who could amufe him, or fuch
who could do him honour . To thefe two different
fclaffes, we owe many of his poems. His companions
iand humble followers find themfelves immortalized by
the infertion of their names in addrefles to Stelia,
Or in other mifcellaneous pieces written in an eafy, al¬
though not in a carelefs manner . His more exalted
friends , whofe ftations and chara &ers did him honour,
are treated in a different flyle : •and you will perceive a
real dignity , and a moft delicate kind of wit in all his
poems to Lord Oxford , Lord Peterborough , Lord
Carteret ?, Mr . Pultney b, and I think I may par¬
ticularly add, in a poem to the Countefs of Winchel-
sea c, and another to Mrs . Biddy Floyde , Thefe
names abetted him in his purfuit of fame . They re¬
flected back the glory which he gave . But, ftill I can¬
not recoiled one poem, nay, fcarce a couplet , to his

a Now Earl of Granvili.
bNow Earl of Bath.
c Under the name of Ardelia.

noble
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noble patron Lord Bolincbroke . In that inftance he
lias been as iilent , as Virgil lias been to Horace,
and yet he certainly had not a grain- of envy in his
compofition.

I think I can difcern a third kind of ftyle in his
poems addrefled to Mr , Pope , Mr . Gay , Dr . Delany,
and Dr . Young . When he writes to them , there is &
mixture of eafe, dignity , familiarity , and affe&ion.
They were his intimate friends, whom he loved fincere-
Iy, and whom he wiihed to accompany into the poetical
regions of eternity . £ !

I have juft now call my eye over a poem called Death
and Daphne, which makes me recoiled an odd incident
relating to that nymph . Swift , foon after our ac¬
quaintance , introduced me to her , as to one of his fe¬
male favourites . I had fcarce been half an hour in .her
company, before me alked me, if I had feen the Dean 's
poem upon Death and Daphne. As I told her I had not,
me immediately unlocked a cabinet , and bringing out
the manufcript , read it to me with a feeming fatisfa&ion,
of which, at that time, I doubted the fincerity. While
Ihe was reading , the Dean was perpetually correcting
her for bad pronunciation , and for placing a wrong em-
phafis upon particular words . As foon as fhe had gone
thorough the compofition, me affured me fmilingly , that
the portrait of Daphne was drawn for herfelf : I begged
to be excufed from believing it , and protefted that I
could not fee one feature that had the leaft refemblance,
but the Dean immediately ,burft into a fit of laughter.
* You fancy, fays he, that you are very polite, but you are

G " much
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" much miftaken . That Lady had rather be a Daphne
" drawn by me, than a Sacharissa by any other pen-
" cil ." She confirmed what he had faid, with great
earneftnefs, fo that I had no other method of retrieving
my error , than by whifpering in her ear, as I was con¬
ducting her down flairs to dinner , that indeed I found

" Her hand as dry and cold as lead."
You fee the command which Swift had over all his

females ; and you would have fmiled to have found his
houfe, a conftant feraglio of very virtuous women, who
attended him from morning till night , with an obedi¬
ence , an awe, and an affiduity, that are feldom paid to
the richeft, or the moft powerful lovers ; no, not even
to the Grand Signor himfelf.

To thefe Ladies, Swift owed the publication of
many pieces, which ought never to have been delivered
to the prefs. He communicated every compolition as
foon as finifhed, to his female fenate, who, not only
pafled their judgement on the performance , but con-
Earitly afked, and almoft as conftantly obtained , a copy
of it . You cannot be furprized that it was immediately
afterwards feen in print : and when printed , became
a part of his works . He lived much at home, and
was continually writing , when alone . Not any of his
.Senators prefumed to approach him when he fignified
his pleafure to remain in private , and without interrup¬
tion . His nightgown and flippers were not eafier put
©n or off, than his attendants . No Prince ever met
with more flattery to his own perfon, or more devotion

2 tO
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to his own mandates . This defpotic power not only
blinded him , but gave a loofe to paffions that ought to
have been kept under a proper reftraint . I am
forry to fay , that whole nations are fometimes facrificed.
to his refentment . Refleftions of that fort appear to
me the leaft juftinable of any kind of fatyr , You will
read his Acerrima with indignation , and his Minutia
with regret . Yet I muft add , that fmcehehas defcended
fo low as to write , and , ftill fo much lower , as to print
riddles , he is excellent even in that kind of verification.

The lines are fmoother , the expreffions are neater , and
the thought is clofer purfued than in any other riddle-
witer whatever . But , Swift compofing riddles , is
Titian painting draught -boards , which muft have been
inexcufable , while there remained a fign -poft painter in
the world.

At the latter end of the volume , you will find two
Latin poems . The firft , An Epiftle to Dr . Sheridan;
the laft , A defcription of the rocks at Carhery in Ireland.
The Dean was extremely felicitous , that they mould be
printed among his works : and what is no lefs ti'us
than amazing , he afTumed to himfelf more vanity upon
thefe two Latin poems , than upon many of his belt
Englifh performances . It is faid , that Milton in his
own judgement preferred the Paradife regained to the
Paradife lofl . There poffibly might be found fome ex-
cufe for fuch a preference , but in Swift ' s cafe there
can be none . He underftood the Latin language perfeftly
well , and he readit conftantly , buthe was no Latin post,.
And 'if the Carbtri * rupes , and the Epijtela ad TtfoQAia

G 2 " She «.i-
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Sheridan , had been the produce of any other author,
they muft have undergone a fevere cenfure from Dr.
Swift.

Here I mall difmifs this volume of his poems, which
has drawn me into a greater length of letter than I in¬
tended . Adieu, my Ham , believe me ever,

Your affetli ovate Father,

ORRERY.

& % W£}&>$ §>% i * "& 4 & & » Si^ShOtaSiit ^ <i» saioO*ta ^ ^ ^ ^ofoê «S«n« xŜ ixMs* tocW3&.

LETTER XI.

Mj dear Hamilton,

THE third volume of Swift 's works contains
The travels ^ "Lemuel Gulliver into feveral

remote nations of the nxiorld. They are divided into four
parts ; the firft, a voyage to Lilliput ; the fecond, a
voyage to Brobdingnag; the third , to Laputa and other
iflands ; the fourth , and moft extraordinary , to the
country of the Houyhnbvms. Thefe voyages are intended
as a moral political romance , in which Swift feems
to have exerted the ftrongeft efforts of a fine irregular
genius. But while his imagination and his wit delight,
the venomous ftroke* of his fatyr , although in fome

places
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places juft , are carried into Co univerfala Severity, that
not only all human a&ions, but human nature itfelf,
is placed in the worft light . Perfection in every at¬
tribute is not indeed allotted to particular men ; but s
among the whole fpacies , we difcover fuch an af-
femblage of all the great , and amiable virtues, as may
convince us, that the original order of nature contains
in it the greateft beauty . It is directed in a right line,
but it deviates into curves and irregular motions , by-
various attractions , and difturbing caufes . Different
qualifications mine out in different men , Bacon and
Newton (not to mention Boyle ) fhew the divine ex¬
tent of the human mind : of which power Sw Ift could
not be infenfible j but as I have often told you , his dis¬
appointments rendered him fplenetic , and angry with,
the whole world.

Education, habit , and conftkution , give a furpriz-
mg variety of characters ; and, while they produce
feme particular qualities, are apt to check others . For¬
titude of mind feldom attends a fedentary life : nor is
the man, whofe ambitious views are croffed, fcarce ever
afterwards indued with benevolence of heart . The
fame mind, that is capable of exerting the greateft vir¬
tue, by fome defect; in the firft fteps of education , often
degenerates into the greateft vice. Thefe effects take
their fource from caufes almoft mechanical . The foul,
in our prefent fituation, is blended and enclofed with
corporeal fubftance, and the matter of which oar body

G 3 is
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is compofed, produces ftrange impulfes upon the mind :
but the inftances that might illuftrate , and explain the
different effe&s arifmg from this formation , are too di-

grefiively extenfive for my prefent plan.

To correft vice, by fhewing her deformity in oppo-
iition to the beauty of virtue , and to amend the falfe

fyftems of philofophy , by pointing out the errors , and
applying falutary means to avoid them , is a noble de-
jign . This was the general intent , I would fain flatter

jnyfelf, of my hieroglyphic friend,

Gulliver 's travels are chiefly to be looked upon as
an irregular eflay of Swift 's peculiar wit and humour.
Let us take a view of the two firffc parts together . The
inhabitants of Lilliput are reprefented , as if reflected from
a convex mirrour , by which every obje£t is reduced to
a defpicable minutenefs. The inhabitants of Brobding-
nag, by a contrary mirrour , are enlarged to a -Block¬
ing deformity . In Lilliput we behold a fet of puny
infetts , or animalcules in human fhape, ridicu'louily en¬

gaged in affairs of importance . In Brobdingnag the
monfters of enormous fize are employed in trifles.

Lemuel Gulliver , has obferved great exa&nefs in
the jnft proportion , and appearances of the feveral ob¬
jects thus l^fiened and magnified : but he dwells too
much upon thefe optical deceptions . The mind is tired
with a repetition of them , efpecially as he points out no
beauty , nor ufe in fuch amaaing difcoveries, which

might
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might have been fo continued as to have afforded im¬
provement, at the fame time that they gave aftonifh-
ment. Upon the whole , he too often fhews an indeli¬
cacy that is not agreeable , and exerts his vein of hu¬
mour moll improperly in fome places, where (I am
afraid) he glances at religion.

In his defcription of Liltiput, he feems to have had-
Englandmore immediately in view. In his defcription
of Blefufcuhe feems to intend the people and kingdom
of France: yet the allegory between thefe nations -is.
frequently interrupted , and fcarce any where compleat.
Several juft ftrokes of fatyr are fcattered here and there
upon errors in the conduft of our government : and, in
the fixth chapter of his voyage to Brobdingnag, he gives
an account of the political ftate of Europe: his obfer-
vations are delivered with his ufual fpirit of humour
and feverity. He appears molt particularly affedted
with the proceedings of the courts of judicature , and
complains of being almoft ruined by a Chancery fuit,
which was determined in his favour ivith cojis. It muft
be confeffed, that inftances of this kind are too frequent
in our courts of juftice , and they leave us no room to
boaft of the execution of our prefent laws, however ex¬
cellent the laws, in their own original foundation , may
have been . Judgement, when turned into nvormivopd, is
iitter , but delays, as Lord Bacon obferves, turn it into
vinegar : it becomes fharp, and corroding : and cer¬
tainly it is more eligible to die immediately by the

G 4 wound
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wound of an enemy, than to decay lingering by poifon3
adminiftered from a feeming friend.

The feventh chapter of the voyage of Brobdingnag
contains fuch farcafms on the ftrufture of the human
body , as too plainly fhew us, that the author was un¬
willing to lofe any opportunity of debafing and ridicu¬
ling his own fpecies.

Here a reflection naturally occurs, which , without
any fuperftition , leads me tacitly to admire, and con-
fefs the ways of Providence : for this great genius, this
mighty wit , who feemed to feoff, and fcorn at all man¬
kind , lived not only to be an example to punifh his own
pride, and to terrify ours, but underwent fome of the
greateft miferies to which human nature is liable . The
particulars of this affertion will appear , by copying a
letter which one of his relations fent to me, in anfvver
to my enquiries after his fituation.

My
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Dublin , November 22,174 .2,

My LORD,

r TP II E cafy manner , in which yen reproach me for not
acquainting you 'with the poor Deans fituation , lays

a frejh obligation upon me ; yet mean as an excufe is for a

fault , I fiall attempt one to your Lord/hip , and only for this

reafon, that you may not think me capable of negleBing any
thing you could command me. I told you in my laft letter,

the Dean 's underftanding was quite gone, and I feared the
farther particulars mould only Jhock the tendernefs of your
nature , and the melancholy fcene make you)' heart ach , as it

has often done mine . I was the laft perfon whom he knew,
and when that part of his memory failed , he was Jo outra-

gious at feeing any body, that I was forced to leave him,

nor could he reft for a night or two after feeing any perfon ;
Jo that all the attendance which I could pay him was call¬

ing twice a week ' to enquire after his health , and to obferve
that proper care was taken of him , and durji only look at
him while his back was towards me, fearing to dijcompofe

him. He walked ten hours a day , would not eat or drink

if his fervant flayed in the room . His meat was fer -ved up
ready cut , andfometimes it would lie an hour on the table
iefire he would touch it , and then eat it walking . About

fix weeks ago, in one night 's time , his left eye fweiled as

h rge as an egg, and the lid Mr . Nichols (his furgeon)

thought would mortify , and many large boils appeared upon
his arms and body, the torture he was In, is not to be de-

faibed.
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fcrihed . Five perfons could farce hold him for a week
fropi tearing out his own eyes : and , for near a month, he
did not fleep two hours in twenty four : yet a moderate ap¬
petite continued ; and what is more to he wondered at , the
lafc day of his illnefs , he knew me perfectly well , took me
by the hand , called me by my name , and / hewed the fame
pleafure as ufual in feeing .me. I afked him , if he would
give me a dinner f He faid , to he fure , my old friend . Thus
he continued that day , and knew the Doclor and Surgeon,
and all his family fo well , that Mr . Nichols thought it
foflble he might return to a Jhare of underjlanding , fo as to
be able to call for what he wanted , and to bear fame of his
sld friends to amufe him . But alas .! this pleafure to me
was but ofJhort duration ; for the next day or two it was
all over , and proved to be only pain that had rouzed him.
He is now free from torture : his eye almoji well ; very
quiet , and begins to feep , but cannot , without great diffi¬
culty , be prevailed on to vialk a turn about his room : and

yet in this way the Phyficians think he may hold out fir
feme time , I am, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip ' s moll obedient

humble fervant,

M . Whiteway,

What a fliocking , what a melancholy account is
this ; of how fmall eftimation mull the greateft genius

appear in the fight ' of God !'"" • About

t
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About a year and a half afterwards , 1 received a

letter from another of his relations , Deane Swift,

Efq; in anfwer to a report , which I had mentioned to

him, of Dr . Swi ft ' s having viewed himfelf {as he was

led acrofs the room ) in a glafs, and crying out, " O
" poor old man.' " The letter is written long after the

Dean had been totally deprived of reafon.

Dublin , April 4, 1744.

My LORD,

AS to the Jlory ofO poor old man ! / enquired inttl
it . The Dean did fay fame thing upon his feeing him¬

felf in the glafsj hut neither Mrs. Ridgeway , nor the

lower fervants could tell me ivhat it was he faid . I de-
fired them to recoiled it , by the time when I Jhould come

again to the deanery. I have been there ftnce, they cannot

recolleB it . A thoufandfiories have been invented of him

within thefe two years, and i?itpofed upon the world . I

thought this might have been one of them : and yet I am
noiv inclined to think, there may be fame truth in it : for on

Sunday the 1Jth of March, as he fat in his chair, upon the
houfekeepers movinga knife from him as he was going to.

catch at it , he fhrugged his fhoulders, and, rocking himfelf,
faid\ I am what I am, I am what I am : and, about fix

minutes afterwards , repeated the fame words two or three-
times over.

His fervant Jhaves his cheeks, and all his face as low as

the tip of his chin, oncea week but under the chin, and
abaM-
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about the throat , when the hair grows long, it is cut with

fciffars.
Sometimes he mill not utter a fyllahle : at other times he

will/peak incoherent words : but he never yet , as far as 1
tould hear , talked nonfen/e, or / aid a foolijh thing.

About four months ago he gave me great trouble : he
feemed to have a mind to talk to me. In order to fry
•what he mould fay , I told him , I came to dine with him,
and immediately his houfekeeper, Mrs . Rl dgeway , /aid,
Won ' t yon give Mr . Swift a glj)ifs of wine , Sir ? heJhrugged his Jhoulders , jufi as he ufid to do ivhen he had a
mind that a friend Jhould fpend the evening with him.
Shrugging his Jhoulders , your Lord/hip may remember , was
as much as to fay , " You 'll ruin me in wine ." I own , I
•was fcarce able to bear the fight . Soon after , he again en¬
deavoured , with a good deal of pain , to find words to fpeuh
to me t at lafi , not being able , after many eforts , he gave
a heavy figh , and , I think , was afterwards filent . This
puts me in mind of what he faid about five days ago . Be
endeavouredfeveral times to fpeak to his fervant ( now and
then he calls him by his name ) at lafi , not finding words to
exprefs what he would be at , after fome uneafinefs, he

faid , "lam a fool ." Not long ago, the fervant took up
his watch that lay upon the table to fee what o' clock it
was , he faid , " Bring ithere :" and when it vjas brought,
he looked very attentively at it : fome time ago, the fer-
<vant was breaking a large fiubborn coal, he faid , That 's
" a ftor .e , you blockhead ."

In a few days, or fome very fihort time , after guardians
had been appointed for him , I went into his dining room,

when
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where he was walking, I / aid fomething to him wry injtg-
uificant, I know not what ; but inftead of making any kind
ofanfwer to it , he / aid, " Go , go," pointing with his
hand to the door, and immediately afterwards , raifing his
hand to his head, he faid , " My befl underffanding, " and
Jo broke off abruptly, and walked away . I am, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip 's moll obedient,
and molt humble fervant,

Deane Swift .'

Thefe two letters will not probably oecafion in you
Very chearful fpeculations . Let us return back there¬
fore to the Lilliputians, and the Broldingnaggians; where
you will find many ridiculous adventures , even fuch as
muft have excited mirth from Heraclitus . Where in¬
delicacies do not intervene , the narrative is very enter¬
taining and humorous . Several juft ftrokes of fatyr are
fcattered up and down upon political errors in govern¬
ment. In fome parts , Gulliver feems to have had
particular incidents , if not particular perfons, in his
view. His obfervations on education are ufeful : and
fo are his improvements on the inftitutions of Lycur-
gus. Upon reading over the two firft parts of thefe tra¬
vels, I think that I can difcover a very great refem-
Wance between certain paffages in Gulliver 's voyage
to Lilliput, and the voyage of Cyrano de Bergerac to
the fun and moon.

Cyrano de Bergerac is a French author of a Angu¬
lar character , who had a very peculiar turn of wit and
humour, in many refpefts refembling that of Swift,

$ He
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He wanted the advantages of learning , and a regulai?
education : his imagination was lefs guarded , and cor-
recl , but more agreeably extravagant . He has intro¬
duced into his philofophical romance , the fyftem of
Descartes (which was then much admired) intermixt
with feveral fine flrokes of juft fatyr on the wild, and
immechanical enquiries of the philofophers , and aftro-
nomers of that age : and in many parts he has evident¬
ly directed the plan , which the Dean of St. Patrick 's
has purfued.

I am forry , and yet , in candour , I ought to obferve,
that Gulliver , in his voyage to Lilliput, dares even
to exert his vein of humour fo liberally , as to place the
refurre &ion (one of the moft encouraging principles of
the Chriftian religion ) in a ridiculous, and contempti¬
ble light a. Why mould that appointment be denied
to man, or appear ' fo very extraordinary in the human
kind , which the Author of nature has illuftrated in tha
vegetable fpecies, where the feed dies and corrupts , be¬
fore it can rife again to new beauty and glory ? But I
am writing out of my province ; and that I may be
tempted no farther , here let me end the criticifm upon
the two firft parts of Gulliver ' s travels , the conclu¬
sion of which , I mean Gulliver 's efcape from Brob-
dingnao , is humorous , fatyrical , and decent . I am,
my dearefc Ham , by duty and inclination,

Tour left Friend,

end moft afeiiiottate tathsft

a Page 5j , ORRERY.
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LETTER XII.

My dear Hamilton,

TH E third part of Gulliver 's travels is in gene¬
ral written againft chymifts, mathematicians,

mechanics, and projectors of all kinds.

Swift was little acquainted with mathematical
knowledge, and was prejudiced againft it , by obferving
the ftrange efFefts it produced in thofe , who applied
themfelves entirely to that fcience. No part of hu¬
man literature has given greater ftrength to the mind,
or has produced greater benefits to mankind , than the
feveral branches of learning that may pafs under the -
general denomination of mathematics . But the abufe's
of this ftudy, the idle, thin , immechanical refinements.
*f it, are juft fubje&s of fatyr . The real ufe of know¬
ledge is to invigorate , not to enervate the faculties of
reafon. Learning degenerates into a fpecies of mnd-
riefs, when it is not fuperior to what it poireffeth. The
fcientific powers are molt evident, when , they are ca¬

pable
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pable of exerting themfelves in the focial duties of life:
when , they wear no Chains, but can freely difengage
themfelves, and like a found conftitution of body, rife
chearful , and more vigorous by the food they have
acquired , being neither oppreffed, nor rendered ftupid
by the labours of digeftion.

Lord Bacon has jultly expofed the vain purfuits of
oftentatious pedants in the different parts of learning;
and their unaccountable temerity in deducing general
rules from arbitrary maxims, or few experiments : he
has like.wife,fixed upon afure and certain bafis, the pro¬
cedure and limits of the human underftanding . Swift
has purfued the fame plan in a different manner , and
has placed the imaginary fchemes of all pretenders,
in a more ludicrous , and therefore in a. more proper
light.

Jtidiciilut/i acri
Fortius ac melius magnas flerumque fecat resi

He cannot be fuppofed to condemn uleful experi¬
ments, or the right application of them : but he ridi¬
cules the vain attempts , and irregular productions of
thofe rafli men, who, like Ixion , embracing a cloud
inftead of a goddefs, plagued -the world with centaurs,
whilft Jupiter , from the embraces of a Juno , and an
Alcmena , bleffed the earth with an Hebe , and aa-
Hercules.

However
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However wild the defcription of the flying ifiand, and

the manners, and various projects of the philofophers
of Lagadomay appear, yet it is a real picture embellifli-
ed with much latent wit and humour . It is a fatyr up¬
on thofe aftronomers and mathematicians , who have fo
entirely dedicated their time to the planets, that they
have been carelefs of their family and country, and
have been chiefly anxious, about the ceconomy and
welfare of the upper worlds. But if we confider
Swift 's romance in a ferious light , we fliall find him
of opinion, that thofe determinations in philofophy,
which at prefent feem to.the moft knowing men to be
perfectly well founded and underftood, are in reality
unfettled, or uncertain , and may perhaps fome ages
hence be as much decried, as the axioms of Aris¬
totle are at this day . Sir Isaac Newton and his
notions may hereafter be out of faftvion. There is a
kind of mode in philofophy , as well as in other things:
and fuch modes often change more from the humour
and caprice of men, than either from the unreafonable,
or the ill-founded concluflons of the philofophy itfelf.
The reafonings of fome philofophers have undoubtedly
better foundations than thofe of others : but I am of
opinion (and Swift feems to be in the fame way of
thinking) that the moft applauded philofophy hitherto
extant has not fully, clearly, and certainly explained
many difficulties in the phsenomena of nature . I am
induced to believe, that God may have abfolutely de¬
nied us the perfedl knowledge of many points in phi-

H lofophjj,
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lofophy, fo that we fhall never arrive at that perfec¬
tion, however certain we may fuppofe ourfelves of
having attained to it already . Upon the whole, we
may fay with Tully , Omnibus fen in rebus, et maxim)
in phyjicis quid nan Jit citius, quam quid Jit , dixerim.
- The project for a more eafy and expeditious method
of writing a treatife in any fcience, by a wooden en¬
gine a, is entertainingly fatyrical, and is aimed at thofe
authors, who, inftead of receiving materials from their
own thoughts and obfervations, colled from dictiona¬
ries and common place-books, an irregular variety,
without order, ufe, or defign,

Ut nec pes nec caput mi
Reddafur forma.

The project of fhortning a difcourfe, by cutting po-
lyfyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and parti¬
ciples h, is pointed at the pernicious cuftom of con¬
tracting the Englifh language , the dialect of which
is naturally harm , and that harlhnefs is ftill encreafed
by improper contractions . As Swift was fcrupuloufly
exact in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not the.
leaft improper expreffion ever efcaped his cenfure : and
I remember to have feen in manufcript a dictionary of
hard words, compofed by him for the ufe of his female
fenate.

a Page 2i-8.
1 Page zzo.
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The fixtfi chapter a is full of fevcrity and fatyr.

Sometimes it is exerted againft the legiflative power :
fometimes againft particular politicians : fometimes
againft women : and fometimes it degenerates into filth.
True humour ought to be kept up with decency, and
dignity, or it lofes every tinfture of entertainment.
Defcriptions that fhock our delicacy cannot have the
leaft good effeiT: upon our minds. They ofi'end us, and
we fly precipitately from the fight. We cannot ftay
long enough to examine, whether wit, fenfe, or mo¬
rality, may be couched under fuch-odious appearances,
I am forry to fay, that thefe fort of defcriptions, which
are too often interfperfed throughout uIISwift 's works,
are feldom written with any other view, or from any
other motive, than a wild unbridled indulgence of his
own humour and difpofition.

He feems to have finiihed his voyage to Laputa in
a carelefs hurrying manner , which makes me almoft
think, that fometimes he was tired with his work , and
attempted to run through it as faft as he could ; other-
wife why was the curtain dropped fo foon ? or why
were we deprived of fo noble a fcene as might
have been difcovered in the ifland of Glubdubdribb,
ivbsre the governor, by his Jkill in necromancy, had the
foiver of calling whom he pleafed from the dead? I have
not time by this poft to write to you my thoughts upon
a fubjeft, which I confefs awakened, but by no means
fatisfied my curiofity. I lamented to find fo many il-

_ a Page 223. t Chap . 7, Page 252.
H 2 luftrious



ioo REMARKS ON THE LIFE

luftriou3 ghofts van-ifh fo quickly, and fo abruptly from
my light , many of whom were of the brighteft cha¬
racters in hiftory. In my next letter I lhall endeavour
to detain them a little longer in Lekcftcr-fields, than
Swift fuffered them to ftay in the ifland of Sor¬
cerers.

. I am, '.

*My dear Hamilton,

Your affeftionate Father,

O R R E R Y.

mmm ®vMmmmm ®>mm®

LETTER XIII.

My dearejl Hamilton,

IBelieve it would be impoffible to find out the defign
of Dr . Swift , in fummoning up a parcel of ap-

.paritions , that from their behaviour , or from anything
they fay, are almoft of as little confequence, as the
ghofts in Gay ' s farce of the What dje call it . Per¬
haps , Swift ' s general defign might be, to arraign the
conduft of eminent perfons after their death, and to
convey their names, and images to .pofterity, deprived
of thofe falfe colours, in which they formerly appear-
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ed. If theie were his intentions, he has miffed his aim;
or at leaft, has been fo far carried away by his difpofition
to raillery, that the moral , which ought to arife from fuch
a fable, is buried in obfcurity.

The firft airy fubftanceintroduced is Alexander. the
Great ' -. After a hint from Gulliver ., that we have
loft the true Greek idiom, the conqueror of the uni-
verfe is made to declare upon his honour, " That he
" died by exceffive drinking, not by foifon" A trifling
and an improper obfervation, becaufe the apparition
is called up as he appeared at the heatl of his army,
juft after the battle of Arbella. I own my expectations
were great, when I found his appearance was to be at
fuch a remarkable juncture : and I particularly wifhed
to fee him properly introduced after that battle , as the
compaflion and generolity which he lhewed, to the fa¬
mily of Darius , was highly worthy T>f imitation.
There are other circumftances in the hiftorical records
of him, that redound to his honour . His tender re¬
gard to Pindar ., by fparing the houfe of that poet
(when he rafed the city of Thebes) feems to demand per¬
petual gratitude from all fucceeding bards. The man¬
ner in which he vifited the tomb of Achilles : the af¬
fection and refpeft paid to him by Aristotle ; the
undaunted confidence placed in his phyfician Philip,
are inftances fufficient to ihew, that Alexander , did
not want fome virtues of humanity : and when we con¬
sider feveral of his rafti actions of inebriety, they con¬
vince us, how far the native excellencies of the mind

a Chap, . 7. Page Z34,
H 3 may
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may be debafed and changed by paffions which, too
often attend fuccefs and luxury,

Utf utique defecere mores
Didecorant bene nata culpis.

It is evident, my Ham , that Swift had conceived
an abfolute difguft to Alexander , whofe character he
aims to deffrpy, by touching it in fo flight a manner,
that he puts me in mind of the viiit paid by Augustus
C/esar , to Alexander 's fepulchre at Alexandria.
Upon the Emperor 's arrival , the body of the Macedo¬
nian hero was found in its full dimenfrons, but fo ten¬
der, notwithstanding all the former embalming , that
CiESAR, by touching only the nofe of it, defaced the
whole figure immediately.

Hannibal afeems to have been fummcjned with no
other view than to cenfure Livy the hiftorian. It is
not only improbable , but impoffible, that Hannibal
fliould have carried a fufficient quantity of vinegar for
the purpofe related by Livy : but as vinegar will cer¬
tainly foften, and diffolve ftones, the experiment might
have been improved; or fo contrived by Hannibal , as
to appear to make an eafy, and expeditious opening
through fome particular paffage, already fitted for the
purpofe . Such a trial , practifed in that age of dark-
nefs, and properly managed , might have been univer-
fally received as a kind of miracle : fo that Livy could
fcarce have avoided inferring the report as an acknow¬
ledged truth : efpecially when the fatt itfelf feems to

infer
a Page 235.
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infer that the Romans were invincible, unlefs from fome
fupernatural caufe. Swift (no friend to military men)
thinks the Carthaginian general unworthy of any far¬
ther notice : and haftens to call up the fenate of Rome.
This gives him an opportunity of being very fevere
upon a certain modern affembly, which he treats in a
manner more refembling the Cynic in his cell, than the
free humoured Rabelais in his eafy chair.

Pompey and C/esar only appear to grace the entry
of Brutus , who is Swift 's favourite patriot : but as
Caesar generoufly confefied to Gulliver , " That the
" greatej? actions of his life, ivere not, hy many degrees,
" equal to the glory of taking it aivay," it would have been
a proper alleviation of the dictator 's crimes, to have ac¬
knowledged him the greateft llatefmen, orator , and
foldier of the age, in which he lived : an age, fertile of
eminent men : an age, when ambition was fcarce looked
upon as a crime : and when the Roman virtue (once
the fupport and prefervation of the commonwealth)
was long fmce loft in vice and luxury : at fuch a time a.
Angle mailer was becomeneceffary, and Pompey would
have feixed the reins of government had not Cesar
interpofed. Jf the confpirators had reftored liberty to
their country, tlieir aft had been completely glorious,
and would have fhewed, that C^ sar , not Rome, was
degenerated, But if we may judge from the confe-
quences, Heaven difapproved of the deed : a particular
fate attended the confpirators , not one of whom died
a natural death : and even Brutus , perhaps recollect¬
ing in his laft moments the benefits, which he had re-

II 4 ceived
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ceived from C « .sar , was llaggered in his thoughts of
virtue , and imagining himfelf deceived by a ihadow,
broke out into a pathetical expreffion , fignifying,
" that hs had tuorfnipfed virtue as a Jubftance , and had
" found it only a / endow : " fo that he feems to have
wanted that fortitude of mind , which conftantly attends
true virtue to the grave . . This defect in the character
of Brutus , is not improperly expreffed in the famous
gallery of , the great duke of Tufcany , where there is a
very fine head of Brutus begun by Michael Angelo,
but left uniinilhed : under it is engraven upon a copper
plate , this diftic,

Dum Bruti ejjigietn fculftor de marmare ducit,
In mentem fceleris <venit , et abflinuit.

- If Brutus erred , it was from a wrong notion of
virtue . The chara &er of C ^ sar is perhaps more
amiable , but lefs perfect : his faults were great ; how¬
ever , many of them were foils to his virtues . A modern
eminent writer , has reprefented him as a glutton : he
tells us , that when C ^ sar went to the public feafts , he
conftantly took a vomit in the morning , with a defign
to indulge himfelf with more keennefs , and to increafe
his appetite for the enfuing feaft . The fact is true , but
I would willingly believe the inference urrjuft . It is
more than probable , that he practifed this cuftom by
the advice of his phyficians , who might direct fuch a re¬
gimen , as the molt certain , and immediate prefervation
agaihft epileptic fits, to which the Dictator was often

liable.
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liable. Your grandfather , my honoured father, (who
was excelled by few phyficians in the theory of phyfic)
has often told me, that thofe kind of convulfions were
of fueh a nature as generally to come on after eating,
and more violently if the ftomach was overloaded.
C/esar was fo careful in obferving a decent dignity in
his behaviour, that he dreaded the fhame of expofmg
publickly this weaknefs in his conflitution, and there¬
fore guarded againft it in a prudent manner, which has
iince been conftrued into a reproach . This funnife,
my Ham , refts upon the ftronger foundation, as all au¬
thors agree, that he was moft ftri&ly, and remarkably
abftemious.

In his public charafter , C/esar appears a ftrong ex¬
ample, how far the greateft natural , and acquired ac-
cornplifhments may lofe their lu-he , when made fubfer-
vient to falfe glory, and an immoderate thirft of power»
as on the other hand , the hiftory of Brutus may in-
ftruft us, what unhappy effedts the rigid exercife of fa-
periour virtue, when mifapplied and carried too far,
may produce in the moft ftedfaft mind, or the founded
judgement.

Gulliver has given to Brutus five companions,
Jun . Brutus , Socrates , Epaminondas , Cato the
cenfor, and Sir Thomas Moore . ' Such a fextum-
virate is not eafily to be encreafed : yet, let me hope,
that the reflexion is too feverely critical, when he adds,
" that all the ages of the vjorld cannotfurni/h outafeventb."
Every age has produced men of virtue, and abilities in

ths
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the higheft degree. The race of mankind , fince their
firlt creation, have been always the fame. The greateft
characters have been blended with the greateft faults.
Poets and hiftorians have fmgled out -particular perfons
for fame and immortality : they have adorned them
with accompliftiments, which perhaps they never
poli'effed, while other men equally meritorious, have
beenfikntly buried in oblivion, with only the felf con-
fcioufnefs of deferving a rank among the companions
of Brutus in the Elyfian fields.

In this illuftrious fextumvirate , Socrates and Sir
Thomas Moore undoubtedly defervcthe pre-eminence.
The extravagant -virtue of Junius Brutus is (hock¬
ing to every parent , and every good-natured mind.
The important fervices of the father , might juftly
have claimed from the public , the pardon of his fons:
and when his paternal piety had laved their lives, his
precepts and example might fo effectually have reclaimed
their errors, as to have made them become ufeful
members of the commonwealth . I am fully perfuaded,
that if Dr . Swift had been a father , we mould not have
found the name of Junius Brutus where it is now
placed^

In Epaminondas theTheban glory firft appeared :and
died . His own merit, in overcoming the greateft diffi¬
culties, entirely fixed his reputation . A happy con¬
currence of circumfcances has often given fame to
others ; but Epaminondas was indebted for his fuperioi*

. character , only to himfelf.m& ' ■■•̂ '■̂ -p ~̂ : ' ' ' [: v:-: r':-? %
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Iaminfome doubt, whether Cato the Cenfor can

fairly claim a rank among fo choice a groope of ghofts.
He juftly indeed condemned the luxury of the Romans,
■andhepuniihed their vices with an impartial feverity : but
herein he feems to have indulged his own natural temper
rather than to have a£led abfolutely from a love of vir¬
tue: he was a declared enemy to poetry , painting , and
all the politer arts : he was proud, vain, and morofe:
but above all, he was fo extremely avaritious, that
Rhadamanthus in the Archbifhop of Cambray 's
dialogues of the dead, after expreffing fome regard to
his merits, tells him, as he was an ufurer he could not
be admitted into the Elyfian fields : and therefore orders
him to keep the gate as porter : in which fituation, he
might gratify the cenforioufnefs of his difpofition, by
examining every ghoft that attempted to come into
Elyfiiem, and by fhutting the door againft all thofe, who
were not qualified for admittance . Fchadamanthus
then gives him money to pay Charon for fuch paffengers,
who were not able to pay for themfelves, and at the
fame time declares, that he will puniih him as a robber,
if he offers to lend out that money upon ufury. How
very different, you will fay, are the fentiments of
Archbifhop Fenelon , and of Dr . Swift in their
judgement of Cato . The one, thinks him unworthy
of a place among millions in Elyjium, while the other,
diftinguiflies him among the greateft men of antiquity.
From this,diffention of opinions may be traced , perhaps,
the particular temper both of the Archbifhop and of the

Dean .,
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.Dean, and from thence may be deduced the reafon,
v/3iy the Cenfir was efleemed by the latter , and con¬
demned by the fanner.

Gulliver , after having taken a tranfient view of
numberlefs illuftrious perfons, whom he does not name*
clofes the chapter , and gives me an opportunity of
fihifhing my letter . Late , very late, may you become
a ghdft ! A rid when One, may you equal any of Swift 's
fcxtiimWate , and may his ghofl (grown lefs cynical
and better initru&ed) rejoice to admit you into the com-
pairpj from which he has fo arbitrarily excluded all future
generations . So wilhes, fo prays,

Your affectionate Father,

ORRERY.

mmimimwmjmwmmwAMmwB,
LETTER XIV.

U L LIV E R, tired of heroes, changes the fcene
vj in the eighth chapter of his voyage to Laputa,
and becomes curious to know the fituation of poets and
philofophers , who, in their turn , have as eagerly con¬
tended for fame, as C^ sar for power, or Brutus for
liberty . He defires, that Homer and Aristotle may
make their appearance at the head of their commenta¬

tors.
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tors , Homfr , fays our traveller , " tvas the taller,
" and comelier per/on of the tnvo : ivalked 'very ere3 for
" one of his age , and his eyes 'were the moji quick and
" piercing I e-ver beheld^ It is certain , that Homes.
lias rather gained , than loft vigour by his years . Twenty
fix centuries have not unbraced his nerves , or given one
wrinkle to his brow : and although Gulliver , has
bellowed upon him the additional ornament of fine
eyes, yet I am apt to think they made the figure of this
divine old man lefs awful : at leaft I am glad that he

wanted his eye fight while he lived , fince it is impoffible,
not to conclude from the productions of Homer , and
Milton , that the Mind 's Eye becomes more intenfely
difcerning , when it is not interrupted by external objefts.
It is an old obfervation , that Homer has nourifhed

more perfons than Sylla , Cssar , and Aucttstus ;
and while their piftures have decayed , not a letter of
the Iliad has been loft . The Grecian poet not only
preferves his original form , but breathes freely , and
lopksbeautiful in other languages : a happier metempfy-
chofis than Pythagoras ever dreamt of . However,

if Homer was abfolutely obliged to wear the different
dreffes, which have been given to him , he would fome-
times, I believe , find the motion of his limbs uneafy

and confined : and would prefer his own fimple attire
even to the birth day fuit , which our Englifh bard has
given him . The commentators have done lefs honour
to Homer than the tranflators . Some of thefe learned

pedants have entirely wafted their obfervations upon
particles and words : others have run into a minute ex-

adtnefsy
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aftnefs, in comparing the propriety of his images : while
others again, have endeavoured to .trace out from the
Iliad and OdyfTey, all the rudiments of arts and fcien-
ces. Some there are, who dwell on fuch narrow circum-
ftances, as were negle&ed by Homer , and can only be
fuitable to their own confined genius. They are not able
to purfue him in his fublime flights, and attempt therefore,
to bring him upon a level with themfelves . Their low
mechanical notions remind me of an abfurd problem
propofed by the famous Monfieur Huet , whether the
Iliad might not be written upon vellum in fo fmall a
hand , that the whole might be contained within a nut-
Ihell ? This important queftion is.faid to have engaged
the thoughts aud attention of the French court, and
gives us a true picture of a laborious, taftelefs critic upon
Homer . The Dauphin , and his train , are for petting
the Iliad into a nutfliell, when Alexander , and his
courtiers, chofe the richeft, and moil curious cabinet of
Darius , as the only proper repofitory for Homer 's
works.

-Homer and Aristotle were as oppofite as poffible
in their characters : but Dr . Swift has placed them
together , chiefly with a view of fliewing their commen¬
tators , in that jaft and ridiculous light , in which thofe
fcholiafts ought to appear . When an age is bleffed
with the productions of an uncommon genius, fuch as
refembles Homer , it mufl, in feme meafure, bepunifh-
ed by bad imitations and comments ; in the fame man¬
ner that you may have obferved the fun by its heat
and influence railing vapours, and animating infefts,

6 that
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that infect, and perhaps corrupt the air, in which he
fliines with fo much luftre. But, when an original ad¬
mired author, as Aristotle , is really erroneous, and
deceives with falfe fpecious principles, what a train of
errors muft arife from commentators on fuch fubjecls,
who, while they endeavour to purfue and extend a plea-
fing enchanted profpeft , that has no real foundation,
deviate into a dark , difagreeable road of briers andthorns?

It is on this account that the Dean has introduced
Aristotle in company with Homer . The defcrip-
tion of that philofopher is fine, and in a few words re-
prefents the true nature of his works . " He ftooped
" much, and made life of a ftaff . His •vif.,ge was meagre,
" his hair lank and thin, and his voice hollow." By not
having the immortal fpirit of Homer , he was unable
to keep his body erecl : and the ftaff which weakly
'lupported ham, like his commentators, made this defeel
more confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufeful quali¬
ties, but thefe real ornaments, like his hair , were thin
and ungraceful. His ftyle, was harfli, and, like his
voice, had neither force nor harmony . He was with¬
out doubt a man of great genius and penetration , but
he did infinitely more prejudice than fervice to real
literature. He ftudied words more than fads , and de¬
livered his philofophy perplexed with foch intricate
logical terms, as have laid a foundation for the endlefs
fcholaftic difputations, which have corrupted and retard¬
ed the progrefs of learning . He waged war with all
his predecefibrs. He never quotes an author , except

with
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with a view to refute his opinion . Like the Ottoman
Emperor , he could not reign in fafety , till he had firfl
destroyed his brethren . He was as ambitious in fcience,
as his pupil Alexander was in arms . He aimed to be
a defpotic original : and not only to be the Prince , but
the Tyrant of philofophy . What then can be expeft-
ed from the commentators of his works , who were
devoid of his ingenuity , and poffeffed of all his intri¬
cate follies ? Ramus with his covert ignorance , and
Scotus and Aquinas with their fubdivifions , and ima¬
ginary nothings , muft make a contemptible figure in
the Elyfian fields , which are the fuppofed manfions of
chearfulnefs , truth , and candour , and confequently
mull be a very improper fituation for that tribe of phi-
lofophers . .

" i " then dcfired, fays Gulliver , that Descartes
and Gassendi might he called up : with whom 1

" prevailed to explain their fyfl ems to Aristotle . This
" great philofopher freely acknowledged his turn mijlakes
" in natural philofophy , bccaufe he proceeded in many things
" upon conjeBure , as all men mujl do ; and he found that
" Gassendi , ivho had made the doclrine of Epicurus
" as palatable as he could, and the 'vortices of DesCAR-
" tes , were equally to be exploded . " I believe you will
find , my dear Hamilton , that Aristotle is ftill to
be preferred to Epicurus . The former made fome
ufeful experiments and difcoveries , and was engaged in
a real purfuit of knowledge , although his manner is
much perplexed . The latter was full of vanity and
ambition . He was an impoftor , and only aimed at
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deceiving . He feemed not to believe the principles

which he has alTerted . He committed the government

of all things to chance . His natural philofophy is ab-

furd . His moral pliilofophy wants its proper bafis , the fear

of God . Monfieur Bay l e , one of his warmeft advocates,

is of this laft opinion , where he fays , " On ne fcauroit fas

" dire «Jpz de bien de f honnetete de fes mesurs , m ajfez. de

" mal de fes opinions fur la religion ." His general maxim,

that happinefs confifted in pleafure was too much un¬

guarded , and mult lay a foundation of a moll deftruftive

practice : although from his temper and constitution,

he made his actions fufficiently pleafurable to himfelf,

and agreeable to the rules of true philofophyi His

fortune exempted him from care and follicitude . His

valetudinarian habit of body from intemperance . He

paffed the greateft part of his time .in his garden , where

he enjoyed all the elegant amufements of life . There

he ftudied . There lie taught his philofophy . This

particular happy fituation greatly contributed to that

•tranquility of mind , and indolence of body which he
made his chief ends . He had not however refolutioii

lufficient to meet the gradual approaches of death , and

wanted that conltancy which Sir William Temple

afcribes to him : for in his laft moments , when he found

that his condition was defperate , he took fuch large

draughts of wine , that he was abfolutely intoxicatedj

and deprived of his fenfes ; fo that he died moire like

a bacchanal , than a philolbpher : to which the epigram

alludes,
I Witt
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Hinc Stygias ebrius baufit aquas.

I fliould not kave ventured into this criticifm and
cenfure upon thefe antient philofophers , not even to
you , my deareft Ham , if my opinion was not in a
great meafure fupported by Lord Bacon , who , as he
was certainly the moll accurate judge of this fubjecl,
might be perhaps , from that pre -eminence, . too fevere
a critic . It mull be owned , that Epicurus in parti¬
cular has many followers and admirers among the an-
tients , and among the moderns . Cicero commends
him for cultivating his friendihips in the moft exquifee
manner . The book lyes open before me , and I wiU
aanicribe the words , De qua [amicitia ] Epicurus qui-
dem ita (licit omnium rerum quas ad beate vivendum fa-
pientia compara -verit , nihil effe majus amicitia , nihil uhe-
rius , nihil jucundius , neque 'vera hoc oratione folum , fed
multo magis <vita et faBis , et moribus comprobanjit . Dio¬
genes Laertius praifes his virtue and learning . In.
the Auguftan age the greateft names are inferted among
his followers . Cesar , Atticus , Mecjenas , Lu¬
cretius , Virgil , and Horace embraced his philo-
fophy , and gave a luftre to his feci , and dodlrines.
Sir William Temple fays , " that he wonders , why
" fuch Jharp inmeQi'ues were Jo generally made againft
" ErrcuRUS , by the ages that followed him : efpecially
" as his admirable wit , felicity of exprejjion, excellence
<c of nature , fweetnefs of converfation , temperance of life,
V and conftancy of death , made him fo much beloved by

" his
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" his friends , admired by bis fbolars , and honoured by
" the Athenians ." Sir William Temple imputes this

injuftice " to the envy , and malignity cf the Stoics, and
" to fome grofs pretenders , vjbo affumcd the denomination
" of that feci : ivbo miftooh his favourite principle"
(That ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED in pleasure ) " by

" confining it to fenfual fleafure only. To thefe fucceeded
" the Chrifians , ivbo efleemed his principles of natural
" philofophy more oppofite to tbofe of our religion than either
" the Platonifts , the Peripatetics , or even the Stoics them-
" / elves,'1'' This is the opinion , and thefe are almoft

the exaft words of the great Sir William Temple.
Swift equally explodes Epicurus , and the more

•modern philofophers Descartes and Gassendi.
Descartes was a knight errant in philofophy , per¬

petually miftaking windmills for giants ; yet by the
ftrength of a warm imagination he ftarted fome opini¬
ons, which probably put Sir Isaac Newton , and
others , on making many experiments that produced
moll: ufeful difcoveries.

Gassendi was efteemed one of the greateli orna¬
ments of France . He was a doclor of divinity , and
royal profeffor of mathematics . He was born in Pro¬

vence in 1592 , and died in 1655 . With great induftrv
he collected whatever related to the perfon , and to the
philofophy of Epicurus , the latter of which , he has

reduced into a compleat fyliem.
I have now , my Hamilton , curforily gone tho¬

rough the characters of fuch ghofts , as are nominally
I 2 fpecified
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fpecified by Gulliver . I may be wrong either in my
account, or in my obfervations : and I fhall rejoice
to be confuted by you in any point of learning what¬ever.

The defcription of the Struldbrugcs , in the tenth
chapter , is an inftruflive piece of morality : for, if we
confider it in a ferious light , it tends to reconcile us to
our final diifolution. Death , when fet in contrail to
the immortality of the Struldbrugcs , is no longer
the King of Terrors : he lofes his fting : he appears to
us as a friend : and we chearfully obey his fummons,
becaufe it brings certain relief to the greateft miferies.
It is in this defcription, that Swift mines in a parti¬
cular manner . He probably felt in himfelf the cfFefts
of approaching age, and tacitly dreaded that period
ef life, in which he might become a reprefentative of
thofe in-fcrable immortals. His apprehenfions were un¬
fortunately fulfilled. He lived to be the moft melan¬
choly fight that was ever beheld : yet, even in that con¬
dition, he continued to inftrudt, by appearing a pro¬
vidential iriftarice to mortify the vanity, which is too
apt to arife in the human breafl . Our life cannot be
pronounced happy, tilf the laft fcene is clofed with eafe
and refignation : the mind ftill continuing to preferve
its ufual dignity, and falling into the arms of death,
as a wearied traveller finks into reft. This is that En-
tbanafia which Augustus often defired, which Anto¬
ninus Pius enjoyed, and for which every wife man will

pray*
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pray . God Almighty ' s providence pi'otecl and guide
you, my Ham , whatever fate of life , or fortune at¬
tends

Tour affectionate Father,

ORRERY.

%t Ve/

LETTER XV.

IT is with great reluctance , I mall make fome re-
- marks on Gulliver ' s voyage to the Heuyhnhnms.

In this laftpart of his imaginary travels , Swift has
indulged a mifar .thropy that is intolerable . The re-
prefentation which he has given us of human nature,
mult terrify , and even debafe the mind of the reader
who views it . His fallies of wit and humour lofe all

their force , nothing remaining but a melancholy , and
difagreeable imprcffion : and , as I have faid to you,
on other parts of his works , we are difgufted , not en-
tertained ; we are (hocked , not infcrucied by the fable.
I fliould therefore chufe to take no notice of his Ya¬
hoos , did I not think it neceffary to aflert the vindica¬
tion of human nature , and thereby , in fome meafure,
to pay my duty to the great author of our fpecies , who
has created us in a very fearful , and a very wonder-
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We are compofed of a mind, and of a body, in»

timately united, and mutually affefting each other.
Their operations indeed are entirely different. Whe¬
ther the immortal fpirit, that enlivens this fine ma¬
chine, is originally of a fuperior nature in various bo¬
dies (which, I own, feems moft confiftent and agree¬
able to the fcale and order of beings) or, whether the
difference depends on a fyrametry, or peculiar ftruclute
of the organs combined with it, is beyond my reach
to determine. It is evidently certain , that the body
is curioufly formed with proper organs to delight, and
fuch as are adapted to all the neceflary ufes of life.
The fpirit animates the whole ; it guides the natural
appetites, and confines them within juft limits. But,
the natural force of this fpirit is often immerfed in
matter ; a;\d the mind becomes fubfervient to paflions,
which it ought to govern and diredl. Your friend Ho¬
race , although of the Epicurean doftrine , acknow¬
ledges this truth , where he fays,

Atque xiffigit bumo di'vlna: farthulam aur<s.

It is no lefs evident,' that this immortal fpirit has an
independent power of ailing , and, when cultivated in
a. proper manner , feemingly quits the corporeal frame
within which it is imprifoned , and foars into higher,
and more fpacious regions ; where, with an energy,
which I had almoft faid was divine, it ranges among
thofe heavenly bodies, that , in this lower world, are
fcarce vifible to our eyes ; and we can at once explain
the diftance, magnitude, and velocity of the planets,
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and can foretel, even to a degree of minutenefs, the
particular time when a cornet will return , and when
the fisn will be eclipfed in the next century. Thefe
powers certainly evince the dignity of human nature,
and the furprifing effects of the immaterial fpirit with¬
in us, which, in fo confined a ftate, can thur, d̂ f-
engage itfelf from the fetters of matter . It ' i? from
this pre-eminence of the foul over the body, that we
are enabled to view the exact order, and curious va¬
riety of different beings ; to confkler, and cultivate
the natural productions of the earth ; and to admire,
and imitate the wife benevolence which reigns through¬
out the whole fyftem of the univerfe. It is from hence,
that we form moral laws for our conduit:. From
hence, we delight in copying that great original , who,
in his effence, is utterly incomprehensible, but, in his
influence, is powerfully apparent to every degree of
his creation . From hence too, we perceive a real
beauty in virtue, and a diftindtion between good and
evil. Virtue adls with the utmoft generality , and with
no view to her own advantage : while vice, like a
glutton, feeds herfelf enormoufly, and then is willing
to difgorge the naufeous offals of her feaft. But I
(hall wander too far, efpecially as I flatter myfelf, that
your mind is fo good, and fo unprejudiced, that you
will more eafily feel, than I can illuftrate, the truth
of thefe affertions.

Swift deduces his obfervations from wrong prin¬
ciples ; for, in his land of Houyhnbv.ms, he confiders
the foul and body in their mofi degenerate, and un-

I 4 culti-
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cultivated ftate : the former as a Have to the appetites
of the latter . He feems infenfible of the furprifing
mechanifm, and beauty of every part of the human
compofition. He forgets the fine defcription whict|
Ovid gives of mankind.

Os hom'tni fublime dedit, ccelnmque inert
JuJ/it , et ercQos ad f .dera tettere 'vultus.

In painting Yahoos he becomes one himfelf. N&r
is the pidlure, which he draws of the Houybnbnms, in¬
viting or amufing. It wants both light and made to
adorn it. It is cold and infipid. We there view the
pure inftindls of brutes, unaffifted by any knowledge
pf letters, ailing within their own narrow fphere,
merely for their immediate prefervation . They are
incapable of doing wrong, therefore they acl right.
It is furely a very low character given to creatures, in
whom the author would infinuate fome degree of rea-
fon, that they aft inoffenfively, when they have nei¬
ther the motive nor the power to a& otherwife. Their
virtuous qualities are only negative. Swift himfelf,
amidlt. all his irony, muft have confeffed, that to mo¬
derate our paffions, to extend our munificence to
Others, to enlarge our unclerftanding, and to raife our
idea of the Almighty by contemplating his works, is
not only the bufmefs, but often the praclice, and the
ftudy of the human mind . It is too certain, that no
one individual has ever pofTefTed every qualification
and excellence : however fuch an afiemblage of dif¬
ferent virtues, may Hill be collected from different per-

fonSj
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fons, as are fufficient to place the dignity of human
nature in an amiable, and exalted ftation. We muft
lament indeed the many ihftances of thofe who dege¬
nerate, or go affray from the end and intention of
their being. The true fource of this depravity is of¬
ten owing to the want of education, to the falfe indul¬
gence of parents , or to fome other bad caafes, which
are cOnftantly prevalent in every nation . Many of
thefe errors are finely ridiculed in the foregoing parts
of this romance : but the voyage to the Hauybnbnms
is a real infult upon mankind.

I am heartily tired of this laft part of Gulliver .'s
travels, and am glad , that , having exhaufted all my
obfervations on this difagreeable fubjecl, I may finifli
my letter ; efpecially as the conclufion of it naturally
turns my thoughts from Yahoos , to one of the deareft
pledges I have upon earth, yourfelf : to whom I am a
Jnoft

AffeBionate Falher,

ORRERY,

LET.
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v& -& ^ &'^ ^ *£r&',<&

LETTER XVI.
WHAT is to be done , my Hamilton , with the

fourth volume of Swift ' s works ? How can I
amufe you with any remarks from a collection of trafls,
mot only upon exceeding grave fubjects , but entirely
relative to the kingdom of Ireland ? not only local,
Irat temporary ? In the beginning of the volume is a
pamphlet entitled A Letter from a Member of the Houfe
of Commons in Ireland , to a Member of the Houfe of
Commons in England , concerning the Sacramental Tejf,
nijritten in the year 1708 : and it is preceded by an ex¬
planatory advertiferoent , that was either dictated , or
Jtrictiy revifed by the Dean himfelf . He held the dif-
fenters in the utmoft degree of ridicule and deteftation.
He had an opennefs in his difpofition , and a franknefs
in his conduct , that bore an abhorrence to all kind of
jeferve : even to difcretion . Solemnities and outward
forms were defpifed by him . His humorous difpofi-
tioii tempted him to actions inconfiftent with the dig¬
nity of a clergyman : and fuch flights drew upon him
the general character of an irreligious man . I remem¬
ber to have heard a ftory of him that fully (hews how
little he regarded certain ceremonies,which ought always
to be obferved with refpect . Soon after he had been

made
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made Dean of St. Patrick ' s, he was loitering one
Sunday in the afternoon at the houfe of Dr . Ray¬
mond (with whom he had dined) at Trim, a little
town near Dublin, of which the .DoQor was vicar.
The bell had run^ : the parifliioners were nTembled,
for evening prayers : and Dr . Raymond was prepar¬
ing to go to the church, which was fcarce two hundj ed
yards from his houfe. " Raymond , faid the De; n,
" I 'll lay you a crown I will begin prayers before you
" this afternoon." " I accept the wager, " replied
Dr. Raymond : and immediately they both ran as
fall as they could towards the church . Raymond,
who was much the nimbler man of the two, arrived
fifft at the door : and when he entered the church,
walked decently towards the reading defk. Swift
never flackened his pace, but , running up the ifle,
left Dr . Raymond behind him in the middle of it,
and ftepping into the reading defk, without putting on
a furplice, or opening the prayer -book , began the li¬
turgy in an audible voice, and continued to repeat the
fervice fufficiently long to win his wager . To fuch a
difpofition it is impoffible that the gravity of noncon¬
forming could be agreeable. The diflike was mutual
on both fides. Dr . Swift hated all fanatics : all fa¬
natics hated Dr . Swift . The pamphlet , which now
lies before me, is particularly written againft repealing
the teji ail : and whoever conliders himfelf related to
fhe kingdom of Ireland, ,will find in it fome arguments"
of weight and confideration, in cafe any fuch repeal
ihould ever be attempted there.z I
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I cannot help pointing out to you , one particular

piece of fatyr , that is entirely in Swift ' s own ftyle
and manner . In the fourth page , he expreffes him*
felf thus . " One of thefe authors ( the fellow that <was
" pilloried , I hanje forgot his name) is indeed fo grave,

fententious , dogmatical a rogue, that there is no endur-
*' ing him .'' '' The fellotu that nvas pilloried was Da¬
niel Defoe , whofe name Swift well knew and re¬
membered , but the circumftance of the pillory was to
be introduced ; and the manner of introducing it , mews
great art in the niceft touches of fatyr , and carries all
the marks of ridicule , indignation , and contempt . The
feoffs and farcafms of Swift , like the bite of the rattle-
fnake , difcinguifh themfelves more venomously dan¬
gerous , than the wounds of a common ferpent.

The next trail is, A Propofal for the univerfal life of
Irijh Manitfaclure in clothes, andfurniture of houfes, & c.
utterly rejecting and renouncing every thing wearable
that comes from England . Written in the year 17ZO.
In a former letter a, I believe I have told you , that,
upon looking over the dates of Dr . Swift ' s works , he
does not appear as a political writer from the year 1714
to the year 1720 . You will probably be curious to
know , in what manner he employed his time from the
death of the Queen till the South -fea year . Not in
poetry , for his poetical pieces , during that period , are
in a manner domeftic ; being fcarce any more than trifles
to Sheridan , or feematia to Stella . . How then is

4 Letter VI.
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the chafm to be filled up ? I imagine , by Gulliver 's .
travels . Such a work muft , in all likelihood , have en¬
grafted his leifure , during five or fix years . When that
was finifhed , he found an opening to indulge his love
of politics , and to commence a patriot for Ireland : and
he made ufe of the opportunity , by encreafing the na¬
tural jealoufy which the lefiqr ifland conftantly enter*
tains of the greater . His treatife , or froptfal , imme¬
diately raifed a very violent flame . The printer was
profecuted : and the proi 'ecution had the fame effect,
which generally attends thofe kind of meafures : it
added fuel to the flame . But his greater !: enemies muft
confers , that the pamphlet is written in the ftyle of a
man , who had the good of his country nearer ! his heart,
who faw her errors , and wiflied to correct them ; who
felt her oppreffions , and wiflied to relieve them ; and
who had ' a defire to rouze , and awaken an indolent na¬
tion from a lethargic "difpofition , that might prove fatalto her conftitution.

To the propofal , in favour of the Irifh manufactures,
fucceed , Some Arguments agcinft enlarging the Power of
Bijhops in letting of Leaies . This is too ferious a pam¬
phlet for your perufal , nor fhall I detain you with any
farther account of it , than to fay , that it is intermixt
with thofe mafterly ftrokes of irony , which fo often ap¬
pear in Swift ' s works.

But the general fubjeft of the pamphlet leads me tor
recoiled a circumftance much to the Dean 's honour.
He could never be induced to take fines for any of the'
chapter lands . He always chofe to raife the rents , as
Ihe method leaft oppreiiive to the prefent tenant , and

moil
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moil advantageous to all future tenants and landlords,

lie couitantly refufed to give charity out of the chapter

funds , which he alledged were fcarce fuiiicient ro main¬

tain the neceffiuy repairs of the cathedral . I have al¬

ready told yon s, that , among his prebendaries , the vox
Decani was the vox Dei.

We are now come to The Drapier 's Letters , thofe

brazen monuments of his fame . They were written in

the year tystof* I have faid fo much in one of my for¬

mer letters l" of the caufe which gave rife to thera , and

of the effect w hich they had upon the nation , that I

need fay no move in this place , than .to recommend

them to your perufal , for the ftyle and conduct of their

manner ; but , left they may appear too grave to fo

young a man , and one who is fo little interefted in the

prefent , and much lefs in the pall affairs of Ireland , you
will find a paper at the end of them that will excite

your rifibility , or I am miftaken . It is entitled , Afull

and true account of the folcmn proceffton to the Gallonus-nt

the execution of William Wood , -Efq; and hard -viare -.-
taan Q. The author makes the feveral artificers attend

William Wood (reprefented by a log of timber ) to the

gallows , and each tradefman expreffes his refentment -in

the terms of his proper calling . " The Cook ivill
" haste him . The Bookseller w/Z/turn oves a

" new leaf ivithhim . The Taylor ivill fit in his

*' skirts j" and fo on , through a number of people

a See Letter V.
b Letter VI.
c Page 233.
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of different conditions. Then follows the proceilion,
moll humouroufly defcribed. The whole is a piece of
ridicule too powerful for the ftrongeft gravity .to with-ftand.
. The next tracl: is, AJhort 'view of the ftate of Ireland,
written in the year 1727 a. Of this I need take little
notice, fmce the prefent ftate of Ireland is, in general,
as flourifliing as poffible. Agriculture is cultivated : arts
and fciences are encouraged : and in the fpace of eigh¬
teen years,which is almoft the full time that I have known
it,no kingdom can be more improved. Ireland, in relation
of England, may be compared to a younger filler lately
come of age, after having fuffered all the miferies of
an injured minor ; fuch as law fuits, encroachments
upon her property, violation of her rights , deftra&ion
of her tenants , and every evil that can be named . At
length, time, and her own noble fpirit of induftry, have
entirely relieved her, and, fome little heart -burnings
excepted, flie enjoys the quiet poflellion of a very ample
fortune, fubjecl, by way of acknowledgement , to cer¬
tain quit rents, payable to the elder branch of her
houfe: and let me add by experience, that tcfo her all
in all, fhe cannot have a greater fortune than fhedefer ves.

I lhall not make any comments upon An Anfwer ta
a Paper calledA Memorial of the poor Inhabitants, Tradef-
mn , and Labourers of the Kingdom of Ireland, '•juritte*
in the year 1728 b. The pamphlet which comes next in

a Page 240.
b Page 251.
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order of fucceflion , is written with Swift 's ufual pecu -r

liarity of humour . The title of it is, A modffi Propofal

for preventing the Children of Poor People in Ireland,

from being a burden to their Parents or Country ; and for

making them beneficial to the Public , written in the year

1729 *. The propofal is to fatten beggars children,

and fell them for food to rich landlords , and perfons of

quality.
Tie 'vindication of his Excellency John Lord Carte¬

ret from the charge rf favouring none but Tories , High-

Churchmen , and Jacobites b, is entirely humorous , and

fo I think are all the remaining pamphlets in this vo¬

lume . But the laft piece , entitled , The Speech and dyini

Words of Ebexezor El ' liston , who was executed the

fecoud of Ilay 1722 , written and publifhed at his defire

for the common gnd , had a molt excellent effect c. The

thieves , vagabonds , ar .d all the lower dais of people

thought it the real work of Ebenezor Elliston,

who had received the grounds of a good education ; and

the ftyle of this paper , is fo natural for a perfon in fuch:

circumftances , that it would alrnoft deceive the niceft

judgement.
. I have now completed my animadverfions ..upon the

'four firft volumes of Swift ' s works ; the laft of which

contains abundance of ironical wit , founded upon the

bafis of reafon and good fenfe . But , I had almoft for¬

got , that , at the latter end cf the volume , there are

1 Page 262.
b Page 275 . Written in the year 1730.
t Page 363.

thr«
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three copies of verfes, two of which are addreffed to
the Dean, and the third is his anfwer : the firft being
my property , may ferve to conclude this letter . It was
occafioned by an annual cuftom, which I found purfued
among his friends, of making him a prefent on his
birth-day. As he had admitted me of that number, I
fent him a paper -book, finely bound, in the firft leaf of
which, I wrote the following lines.

Dublin, November30, 1732.
TO thee, dear Swift , thefe fpotlefs leaves I fend;

Small is the prefent, but fmcere the friend,
Think not fo poor a book below thy care,
Who knows the price that thou canft make it bear ?
Tho' tawdry now, and like Tyrilla 's face.
The fpecious front mines out with borrow'd grace:
Tho' pafte -boards glittering like a tinfel'd coat,
A rafa tabula within denote;
Yet if a venal and corrupted age,
And modern vices lhould provoke thy rage;
If warn'd once more by their impending fate,
A finking country and an injur'd Hate,
Thy great affiftance mould again demand,
And call forth reafon to defend the land ;
Then mail we view thefe llieets with glad furprize,
Infpir'd with thought , and fpeaking to our eyes :
Each vacant fpace mail then, enrich'd, difpenfe
True force of eloquence, and nervous fenfe;
Inform the judgement , animate the heart,
And facred rules of policy impart,

K The
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The fpangled covering, bright with fplendid ore,
Slvall cheat the fight with empty fliew no more;
But lead us inward to thofe golden mines,
Where all thy foul in native luftre mines.
So when the eye furveys fome lovely fair,
With bloom of beauty, grae'd with lhape and air, ,
How is the rapture heighten 'd, when we find
Her form excell'd by her seleftial mind.

ORRERY.
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LETTER XVII.
IHave already told you, my dear Ham , that the

four firft volumes of Swift 's works wefe publifhed
together, aud palled immediately under his own in-
fpeftion. Nc5t long afterwards came out two additional
volumes, both which were fupervifed and corrected
by the author.

The ConduB of the Allies begirfs the fifth volume. I

imagine that the Publijhers Preface was compofed by the
Dean himfelf, but affedledly written in a bad ftyle.
The laft paragraph makes me fufpedt his hand . " It
" is plainlyfeen, fays the Publifher, that a fpirit of liberty
" is diffufed through all thefe writings , and that the author
" is an enemy to tyranny and opprejjion in any Jhape nuhat-
" ever " This is the character at which Swift

aimed, and this is the character which indeed he
deferved.

Throughout the courfe of thefe letters , I have
freely pointed out to you all his faults, but I beg you
to remember, that with all thofe faults, he was above

corruption . A virtue in itfelf fufHcient to cover a mul¬
titude of human failings , lince from that virtue alone
can flow profperity to the commonwealth.

The conduSl of the Allieswas written in the year 1712,
and it is preparatory to the peace, which the minifters

K 2 were
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were then concerting , and which was afterwards per¬
fected at Utrecht. It begins by reflexions on war in
general , and then particularly mentions the feveral
civil wars in our kingdom . When I am reading
treatifes of this fort, I cannot help pitying my unhappy
country , torn to pieces by her own fons. A wretched
mother of vultures, for whom, like Tityus , fhe
produces new entrails only to be devoured.

The papers called the Examiners, at leaft thofe of
which Dr . Swift is the author , fill up the reft of the
volume. They begin in November 1710, and they are
carried down to the end of July 1711. They are writ¬
ten in defence of the new adminiftration , and the par¬
ticular revolutions at court which had introduced the
Earl of Oxford , and had difplaced the earl of Godol-
*hin and his friends..

Many of Swift 's Exatmuers are perfonally aimed at
the General *. In a free country, the power of a
general is always to be feared. The greater his military
capacity , or the more fuccefsful his arms, in the greater
danger are the liberties of the people . On this maxim
Swift proceeded ; and while he was writing in defence
of the commonwealth, , he had an opportunity of giving
a loofe to his own feverity, of which the houfe of
Pride, and feveral other allegorical effays are very
fpirited examples.

But I am fettered in my animadverfions on thefe pa¬
pers. The prefent times, and the honour which I bear

* The Duke of Marlborough,

to
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to many noble families, defended from perfons mention¬
ed in the Examiners, make me willing to take as flight
notice as poffible even of the wittieft paifages in thofc
papers, becaufe many of thofe paifages arife from per-
fonal reflections, or party farcafms. In general , the
feveral points relating to the national debt (alas ! how*
encreafed fmce the year feventeen hundred and ten) the
too long continuance of the war, and other public
topics of complaint are melancholy truths , iuftly
becoming the pen of a man who loves his country.

Within thefe laft: forty years, the political treatifes
have been fo numerous, fo various, fo local, and fo
temporary, that each new pamphlet has fucceeded its
predeceffbr, like a youthful fon to an antient father
amidft a multiplicity of followers, admirers, and de¬
pendants, whilft the antiquated Sire having ftruttcd
and foamed his hour upon the ft age, is heard no mote, but
lies filent, and atmoft entirely forgotten , except by a
few friends and cotemporaries, who accidentally re¬
member fome of his juft obfervations, or prophetical
aphorifms, which they have lived to fee accompliflied.
Thus has it fared even in my time, with the Ex¬
aminees , the Freeholders , and the Craftsman :
and the fame fate will attend moft writings of that
fort, which being framed to ferve particular views, fulfill
the purport of their creation, and then perifh : while
works of a more liberal and difFufive kind are acceptable
to all perfons, and all times ; and may afliime to
themfelves, a certain profpeft of furviving to the lateft
polterity.

X. 3 But
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But my deareft Hamilton , when you enter into the

commerce of life, you will be obliged, in your own de¬
fence, to look into every thing that has been written
upon political fubje£ts. In England, a man cannot keep
up a converfation without being well verfed in politics.
In whatever other point of learning he may be deficient,
he certainly mutt not appear fuperficial in ftate affairs.
He mull chufe his party ; and he' mutt flick to the
choice. Non re<vocaregradmnmuft be his motto ; and
Heaven forgive you, my dear fon, if the gradus now and
then enforces you to aft againftfelf conviction.

If party , and the confequences of it had arifen to that
heighth among the Romans and Grecians, as it has
arifen of late years among the Englifh, their poets
would probably have added her to the three furies,
and would have placed her in hell , as a fit companion
for Tysiphone , Megara , andALECTO, from whence,
according to their defcription, fhe might have made
excurfions upon earth , only with an intention to deftroy,
confound, mifiead, and difunite mankind.

It is true, that all countries ha\re their parties and
their factions. But there is a certain contagious dif-
temper of this fort, fo peculiar to the Britilh iflands,
that , I believe, it is unknown to every other part of the
world . It encreafes our natural gloom, and it makes
us fo avcrfe to each other, that it keeps men of the bell
morals, and molt focial inclinations, in one continued

ftate of warfare and oppofition. Muft not the fource
of this malady arife rather from the heart; than from

,4 - the
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the head ? from the different operations of our pafiions,,
than of our reafon ?

Furorne ctecus, an rapit vis acriot;
Ait culpa?

Swift , a man of violent paffions, was, in confe-
quence of thofe paffions, violent in his party : but as
his capacity and genius were fo extraordinary and ex-

tenfive, even his party writings carry with them dignity
and inftru&ion : and in that light I wifh you to read the
Examiners, where you will find a nervous ftyle, a clear
diftion, and great knowledge of the true landed intereft
OfEngland.

I am,

My-dear. Hamilton,

¥°ur ever afffBionats Father,

ORRERY.

LET-
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LETTER XVIII.
QUCH a confufion, fuch a mixture of v̂erfe,
fcl? profe, politics, letters , fimiles, wit , trifles, and
folite converfation, are thrown into the fixth volume,
that I know not in what manner to treat it, or what
particular part to recommend t6 your perufal . The
poetry , the fimiles, and the trifles are not worth yaur
attention . Of the letters, the two from the earl of
Peterborough to Mr . Pope are fhort, but excellent
in their kind . The others, I mean thofe of the Dean,
and of Mr . Pope , have much lefs merit, or at lead are
much lefs agreeable . Lord Peterborough 's wit is
eafy and unaffected. At the time when he wrote thofe
two letters , he had hung up his helmet , and his buck¬
ler, and was retired to his plough , and his wheel¬
barrow , wearied of courts, and difgufted with ftatef-
men . He had made a nioft confiderable figure in
his day. His character was amiable and uncommon.
His life was a continued feries of variety . In his
•public and private conduft he differed from moft men.
He had vifited all climates, but had ftaid in none.

He was a citizen of the world. He conquered and
maintained armies without money. His aftions and ex-
preffions were peculiar to hinifelf. He was of a vivacity

fuperionr
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fuperiour to all fatigue, and his courage was beyond
any conception of danger . He verified, in many in- ;
dances, whatever has been faid of romantic heroes.
He feems to have been fixed only in his friendmips and
moral principles. He had a true regard and affection
forSwift and Pope . The Dean , in a fhort copy of
.verfes*, has defcribed him in a very particular man¬
ner, but fo juftly, that the four lan ftanzas will give a

.moft perfect, and compleat idea of Lord PiTEaiiO-
rough 's perfon and military virtues,

" A skeletonin outward figure,
' " His meagre corps, though full of vigour,
" Would halt behind him were it bigger.

" So wonderful his expedition,
" When you have not the leall fufpicion,
" He 's with you like an apparition.

" Shines in all climates like a flar,
" In fenates bold, and fierce in war,
" A land commander , and a tar.

" Heroic actions early bred in,
" Ne'er to be match 'd in modern reading,
" But by his name-fake Charles of S-zveJcn.

* Vol . II . Page 222
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The Publick Spirit of the Whigs is a pamphlet in an*

£ver to the Crifis written by Sir Richard Steele , but

ii' contains fuch acute fatyr againflthe nobility of Scotland,
that in an advertifement printed before it , we are told,

** All the Scotch lords then in London went in a body to

m. complain againft the anther , and the confequence of that

" complaint was a proclamation offering a reward of three
" hundred 'pounds, to difcmier him ." It was written in the

year 1712 , by the confent , if not the encouragement of

the mini tiers of that ' sera . In the ftyle and conduct , it is
etne of the boldeft , as well as one of the moft mallerly

trails that Swift everwrote . And I cannot help aga,in

t 'hferving , tliat on whatever topic he employs his pep,
fee fabjeft which he treats of , is always fo excellently

managed , as to feem to have been the whole ftudy,

and application of his life : fo that he appears , the

greater ! matter through a greater variety of materials,

than perhaps have been difcuffed by any other author.
The Bifhof of SaRJbury [Dr . Burnet ] is the next

antagonift whom Swift attacks in fingle combat . I

can give you no better idea of this work , than by a

quotation from the traft itfelf , which is called , A
Trcfacc to the Bifpop of Salifburfs introduction to the third

•volume of the Hijiory of the Reformation of the Church of

England . Towards the latter end of the Pamphlet *
Swift fays,

" However he [the Bishop ] - thanks God , there

" are many amor.g us who ft and in the breach : I believe thert

* Page 89.
" pifyk
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" may : it is a BREACH of their own making , and tbey

" defign to come forward , and form and plunder , if

" they are not driven hack . They make them-
" selves a wall for their church and

country . A south wall , I fuppofe , for all the

befi fruit of the church and country to be nailed on.

Let us examine this metaphor . The wall of our

" church and country is luilt of thofe who love

" the confitution in both . Our domeftic enemies under-

" mine fome parts of the wall , and place themfelves in

" the breach ; and then they cry, We ar e the wall.

*' We do not like fuch patch -work ; they build <witb un-

" tempered mortar ; nor can they e<ver cement •with us,

till they get better materials ; and better workmen:

" God keep us from having our breaches made up

" •with fuch rubhifb : they stand uton the

" Watchtower ! They are indeed pragmatical enough

" to do fo y but who affgned them that poft, to gime us

" falfe intelligence , to alarm us with falfe dangers , and

" fend us to defend one gate , while their accomplices are

" breaking in at another ? They cry to God day

v and night to avert the Judgement of

" popery , which seems to hasten towards
'* us . Then J affirm , they are hypocrites by day, and

"filthy dreamers by night . When they cry unto Him,

" He will not hear them : for they cry out againft the

" plaineft dilates of their own confidence, reafion end be-

" But
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" Butlaftly , They lie in the dust , mourn-

** inc beforeHiM . Hang me if 1 believe that , unless
" it be figuratively fpoken . But , fuppofe it to be true , uihj
" do they lie in the dust ? becaufe they love to
" raife it ; for ivhat do they mourn ? why for power,
" wealth , and places . There let the enemies of the Queen,
" Mo7iarchy, and the Church lie, and mourn , and lick the
" Dust Serpents , till they are truly fenftlle of
" their ingratitude , falfhood , difobedience , flander , blaf-
*' phemy, [edition , and every evil work . ' '

I mull follow the fame method in forming your idea
of the next pamphlet , by a, quotation out of it , which
happens to be the firft paragraph . The title is, The
Frrflyterians Plea of Merit in order to tale cff~the Teft, im¬
partially examined : and the author begins in the true
rein of wit and fpirit , by faying , " We-have been told in-
s< iht common newspapers , that all attempts are to be viait
" this fejfions by the prrflyterians and their abettors , fir
™ leL 'ug off. the teft ; as a kind of preparatory ftep to make
"■' it go down fmoother in England . For , if once their
•! LIGHT would so shine , the papifts , delighted nuith
*< rbe biaxe , mould all come in , and dance about it . . ThisI
" tale to be a prudent method, like that of a difcrcet phy-
11 ftciati , who firft gives anew medicine to a dcg, befor be
i ' prefcribes it to a human creature . " I have quoted
this fhort paffage for the ftyle , as well as the matter;
and I dare fay , even from hence , you will be confirm¬
ed in one general obfervation , that Swift maintains
and condufts his metaphors and allufions , with a jnft-
ssfs particularly delicate and exact , and -without rheleaft

2 itifincfs,
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ftiffnefs, or affectation. In feme of my former letters,
I. have mentioned in what degree of contempt and
hjtred he held the difienters, efpecially the preflby-
terians: and I r.eed only add, that as this pamph¬
let was written for the meridian of Ireland, it ought
to have been placed with the other trails on the
fame fubjeft.

The fubfequent pamphlet is, Advice offered to the
Members of the Ocloher Club. It was written in the
year 1711, and is £b applicable to that particular time,-
that I fhall not make any animadverfions upon it.
From political trails , the true hiftory of England
is to be deduced : and if foreigners were to enter
into that branch of reading , they might frame a
more diftinit, notion of our legiflature, and of our
manners, than fkrm rnore laboured , and connected ac¬
counts of our constitution. In fuch a view, I am apt
to thinkj that , at firft fight, they muft behold us
a difunited, difcontented, and feemingly an unfteady
people: but I am certain , that , upon a more
minute difquifition, they muft find in us a fixed,
and, I may fay, an innate love of liberty , vari¬
egated, and perhaps fometimes erroneous in its
progrefs, but conftant, and unwearied in the pur¬
suit of that glorious end. What people upon earth
Can defire a more exalted, or a more diitinguifhed
character? To fpeak in the dialect of the heathen
world, our errors are the errors of men, our principles
are the principles of gods.

Tiie
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The other pieces in this volume, except The Remarks

on the Barrier Treaty, are not, in my mind, fufRciently
finking to deferve much notice . Some of them are
the mlnutijjimn: of Swift 's writings, which, I believe,
he would fcarce have publiihed, fond as he was of fee-
ing his works in print , if he had been in the full
vigour of his underftanding , or had confidered, that
thofe kind of trifles, which are weak as feathers, in

fupporting a reputation , are heavy as lead, in de«
prefling it,

/ am, 7>:y deareft Ham,

2"our moft ajfiilionate Father,

O R R E R t %
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J^ SŜ S^ ^ ^ ^ 4^ ^ w4^ ¥^^ ^ 4^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S!5fSJ?!S
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LETTER XIX.
THE feventh volume contains Swift 's epiftolary

correfpondence, from the year 1714 to the year
1737, and, as it is an acknowledged obfervation, that
no part of an author 's writings give a greater infight
into his natural difpofition than his letters, (efpeciuliy
ivhcn written with freedom and fmcerity) I Avail en¬
deavour to point out to you, fuch circumftances in
Swift 's epiftles, and in the anfwers of his friends,
as may afford you materials to form your own conjec¬
tures upon the different characters not only of ths
Dean, but of his correfpondents . From preceding let¬
ters, you are probably become acquainted with Dr.
Swift , but the manners and opinions of thofe per-
fons with whom he correfponded, are in every refpc&
fo blended with his own, as not to be eafily feparated,
and in fuch a kind of united view, they will mutually
refieft light upon each other.

To a young man juft entering into the world as you
Me, the fubjefi may prove of particular importance,
as it may guide him not only in the choice of his cor¬
refpondents, but in his manner of writing to them.

The freedom of the prefs is to be watched and de«
fended with the moft jealous eye. It is one of the
chief articles of that g &tSrCkarterof liberty to which

the
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the people of England are entitled : but as no human
Inftitution can be perfeft , even this branch of liberty
Las its excrefcences that might be pruned . I mean
particularly that licenfe which of late has too much
prevailed of publiihing epiftolary correfpondences.
Such a falhion, for I know not what elfe to call it, is
extremely pernicious . At prefent , it fatisfies the cu-
riofity of the public ; but for the future, it will tend
to reftrain that unfufpicious opennefs, which is the
principal delight of writing to our friends. I am forry
to fay by experience, that the letters which contain
the moil fmcere, and perhaps hafty obfervations upon
perfons, times, and circumftances, are often referved
as treafures, and hoarded up, as mifers hoard gold;
like which, they lie concealed in cabinets and ftrong
boxes for fome time, till chancing to fall into the
hands of an extravagant heir , or an injudicious exe¬
cutor , they are not only brought into light , but dif-
perfed and expofed, fo as to become the property of
the whole world . Let me advife you therefore, my
Hamilton , when you give your opinion upon any

. important fubject, to confider it well, before you com¬
mit your thoughts to paper . Exprefs yourfelf with
diffidence. Preferve a prudent reftraint over the fel¬
lies of wit and humour : and be cautious in all decla¬
rations of friendfhip ; as the very common offers of
civility, are too often explained into undefigned en¬
gagements.

I own, Ham , I find myfelf under no fmall difficulty
in difcuffing this volume of Swift 's letters. General

criti-
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criticifms will be attended with obfcurity : and it would
be tedious to confider them in their exaft order . I
lhall endeavour therefore, to take a review only of
what feems to deferve your attention . Let us begin
With the letters that paffed between Dr . Swift and
Mr. Pope . The .correfpondence had commenced in a
Very early part of Mr . Pope 's life, and was carried
■on with fcarce any interruption from the death of the
Queen. If we may judge of Mr . Pope from his
works, his chief aim was to be efteemed a man of vir¬
tue. His letters are written in that ftyle. His laft vo¬
lumes are all of the moral kind . He has avoided
trifles, and confequently has efcaped a rock which has
proved very injurious to Swift 's reputation . He has
given his imagination full fcope, and yet has preferv-
ed a perpetual guard upon his conduft . The conftitu-
fion of his body and mind might early incline him to
habits of caution andreferve . The treatment which
he met afterwards from an innumerable tribe of ad-
verfaries, confirmed thofe habits, and made him flower
than the Dean in pronouncing his judgement upon per-
fons and things. His profe writings are iitde Iefs har¬
monious than his verfe : and his voice in common,
converfation was fo naturally mufical, that I remem-
ber'honeft Tom Southerne ufed always to call him
The little nightingale. His manners were delicate,
eafy, and engaging : and he treated his friends with
a politenefs that charmed, and a generofity that was
much to his honour . Every gueft was made happy
within his doors. Pleafure dwelt under his roof, and

h elegance



i 46 REMARKS ON THE LIFE *
elegance prefideil at bis table . Dr . Swift was of -*
different difpofition : To his domeftics be was paf*
fionate and churlilh : to bis equals and foperiors rather
an entertaining than a de& able campanion . He told
a ftory in an admirable manner : his fentences werg
fhort, and perfpicuous, bis obfervations were piercing.
He had feefi- the great world, and bad profited much
by his experience . He bad not the leaft trndhire of
tanity in bis converfation . He was perhaps , as he
faid himfelf , too proud to be vain. When be waf
polite , it was in a manner entirely bis own. In his
friendmips be was conftanf arid nndifgulfed. He was
the Tame in bis etamitiesv He generally fpoke as he
bought in all companies a'rfd at all times. I remem¬
ber to have beard , that he dined once at a Lord
Mayor 's feaft in Dublin, and was attacked,- and teized
"by an opulent , boifterbus, balf -intoxicated 'Squire, wh&
happened to fit next him : he bore trie aukward railery
for fome time, and then (m a fuddefi called cut in x
loud voice to the Mayor , " My Lord, here is one of
*' your bears at my Jbouider, he has been tvoriying me this
* half hoar, I defire you ivill order him to le tuken of ."
Iri tbefe lafl: particulars he differed widely from his
friend Pope , who could ftifle refentment, artd wait
isvith patience till a more diftant, and perhaps a more
feafonable hour of revenge . But notwithstanding the*
&fumilitude of mind ?, and manners, which was ap¬
parent between tbefe two great men, yet the fame forg
df friendfhif feems to bave fubfifted between them, as
feetwectt VfRGit and Horace . The mutual-affeetien-
<as.« . - «f
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sf the twfcr Englifh poets appears throughout their
works : and therefore in this place , I cannot avoid
taking notice of a report very induftrioufly fpread , and
tot without Tome degree of fuccefs , " That the
" friend/hip between Pope and Swift was hot fo

" firm and per 'feft at the latter end as at the beginning
" of their lives ." On Dr . Swift ' s fide , I am cer¬

tain , it ever remained unalterable : nor did it appear
lefs fervent on the fide of Mr . Pope . Their letters

are the bell evidence to determine the doubt . In one

$f Swift ' s lateft letters tb me , not long before he
was loft to all human "comforts , he fays , " When you.

"fee my dear friend Pope , tell him I will an/aver his
*' letter foon ; 1love him abo-ve allthe •reft pf mankind ."
In my long correfpondence wirth Mr . Pope , I fcarce
received the leaft billet from him , without the kindeft

mention 'of Dr . Swift : and the tendered anxiety for
his ftate of health . Judge by the following pai -a-
-graphs . The firft , dated July the 12th , 1737.

My Lord, The pleafurc you ga <ve me, In -acquainting irie
tf the Dean 's letter health , is one fo truly great , as might
content even your own humanity ': and whatever my Jin-

cere opinion and refpeR of your Lordjhip prompts me ti
wijh from your hands for myfelf, your love for him makes

Me as happy. Would to Gob my <weigkt%added to your 's, could
turn his inclinations to this fide , that I might live to en-

.joy him here thro your means, and flatter myfelf 'tvjAk

feu -fly thro my own ! But this , I fear , will never he the
isfi ; and I .tUuk it more probable , his aitretSion will

L 2 dra w
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draw me on the other fide , which , I protefi , nothing left
than ^ probability of dying at fea , confidcring the weak
frame of my breafi , would have hindered me from , twi
years paft . In Jhort , whenever I think of him, 'tis with
the -vexation of all impotent pajjions that carry us out of
ourfclves only to fpoil our quiet , and make us return to a,
rejignation , which is the mojl melancholy of all virtues.
And in another letter , dated April z, . 1738 , he fays,
/ write by the fame pojl that I received your very obliging
and humane litter . The confideration you / hew towards
me, in thejuft apprehenfion that any news of the Deans
condition might alarm me, is mojl kind and generous . The
very la/1 pojl I writ to him a long letter , little fufpelling
him in that dangerous circumftance . I was fo far from
fearing his health , that I was propoftng f hemes, and
hoping pojjibilities for our meeting once more in this vjorld.
I am weary of it ; and Jhall have one reafon more, and
one of the ftrongcft that nature can give me ( even when
Jhe is Jhaking my weak frame to pieces) to be willing to-
leave this world , when our dear friend is on the edge of
the other . Tet I hope, I would fain hope, he may yet ho¬
ver a while on the brink of it , to prefrve to this Wretch¬
ed age a relijue and example of the lajl . ' Olie more quo¬
tation , and I have done . Twitnam , November 7.
When you get to Dublin (whither I direSl this , fuppojing
you willfee our dear friend as foon as pofjible) pray put
the Dean in mind of me, and tell him I hope he received
rny lajl . Tell him how dearly I love , c:nd how greutly
J honour him : how greatly I refleB on every
tefiimony of his friindfvip ; how muck I refolve to give

th
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tte beftI can of my efteem for hm to fofterity; and affure
him the world has nothing in it I admire fo much,1
nothing, the lofe of which J Jhould regret fo much, as his
genius and his 'virtues.

My excufe, for I ftand in need of one, by having
inferted thefe fcraps of letters, is my real defire of con¬
vincing you, that the affection of Swift and Pope
fubfiiled as entire and uninterrupted as their friends
could wifti, or their enemies regret . It muft be owned,
that we as feldom fee a mutual attachment between
poets, as between ftatefmen. " True friendlhip, as
" Tully obferv'es, proceeds from a reciprocal efteem,
" and a virtuous refemblance of manners ." When
fach is the bafis, the variety in certain tenets and opi¬
nions is of no ill confequence to the union : and will
fcarce ever unloofe the focial ties of love, veneration,
and efteem. Thus the friendlhip between Atticus
and Hortensius , although they were of different feels,
one a Stoic, and the other an Epicurean, fubfifted like
Mr . Pope 's and Dr . SwYft 's, firm and conftant to
the laft, when that of Anthony , Lepidus , and Au¬
gustus , continued no longer than while it was fub-
fervient to their views of intereft. Catiline fays.
Idem<velle, ac idem nolle, ea dsmum amuitia eji. This
pften -attends a vitious confpiracy ; and perhaps an
agreement fo perfectly mutual, is fcarce to be met with
in any other inftance. Emulation generally breaks
the chain of friendfhip between poets. They are run¬
ning with the utmoft' eagernefs to the fame goal ; no

L 3 won-
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wonder, if, jri the race, they -endeavour to trip vp
each others heels.

As 1 have often reverted in my mind certain parti¬
culars relating to my two poetical friends, I have al¬
ways thought , that the circumftance of their purfuing
different roads in poetry , and living in different king-
dams, was probably one of the happieft incidents in'
their lives. Such a feneration prevented all perfonal
chffentions, and fixt them in a correfpondenie , that
conftantly tended to eftabliffi their endearments ; when,
perhaps , a refidence near each other , might have had
a very contrary effeft. It is much eafier to rectify any
rniftake, or to cool any animoffty that may have arifen,
in a letter, than to recal a paffionate verbal anfwer,
efpecially if uttered with all 'the actions, and vehe¬
mence of anger . The impreflion of fuch a fcene re¬
mains long upon the mind of the perfon offended, and
$he old adage is tranfpofed. Vox audita manet, litem
fcripta perit. Few men can fubmit to contradiction.'
Swift was certainly not of the number, and therefore
I am perfuaded, that his diftance from his Englifh
friends, proved a ftrong incitement to their mutual
affection. But, I muff again repeat, that throughout
the long feries of letters which have been publilhed,
pot the lead altercations appear to have happened be»
tween Swift and Pope.

\n all Swift 'swritings, you will find his own peculiar
vein of humour . The fame,liberty of expreffipn would
have been improper and abfurd in any other writer,
but it produced the conieqaences which" he defired.

' ' ' ' * l< ' Hii* .J/i-
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His feeming arrogance gained him more favour, than
the humility and affected benevolence of others. His
lailery and freedom of cenfure, are conveyed in a man-
aer more prevalent , and perhaps often more agreeable
than flattery. He feldom praifed, but where merit was
•eonfpicuous. A Angle ftroke of his pen pleafed more,
and gave more honour, than a long flattering dedica¬
tion from any other author . His ftyle was mafterly,
correct, and ftrong : never djffunve, yet always clear j
and, if we consider it in comparifon with his prede-
cefiors, he has ontdoae them all, and is one, perhaps
the chief, of thofe few felect Englifli writers, who
have excelled in elegance and propriety of language.

Lord Uacon is the full author, wh<s has attempted
any ftyle that can be relilhable to the prefent age, fojs
I snuil own to you , that I think Swift , and his co-
temporaries, have brought our language to the utmofi
degtee of perfection, without the help qf a Longinus^
a Quintilian , or even of a dictionary, er a grammar.
Lord Bacon has written with an infinite fund of know¬

ledge : every fcience that he treats upon, is difgulfed
by him with the greater): learning and dignity , and ho
ft;ews himfelf at once a philofopher , an hiftorian, a po¬
litician, and a divine : but his dialect (for, tha.t de¬
mands our prefent attention ) is quibbling and pedantic j
and never more fo than when he condefcends to flatter
hi? royal mafter, and the minions of that court.

Confider the profaical works of Milton , you will
find them more nervous than elegant ; more diftinguilh-
cd by the fticT.gtli of reafon, than by the rules of rhe-

L' f toric;
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toric ; his diction is harm, his periods tedious ; and
when he becomes a profe-writer, the majefty, that at¬
tends his poetry, vanifhes, and is entirely loft : yet,
with all his faults, and exclufive of his chara&er as a
poet , he muft ever remain the only learned author of
that taftelefs age in which he flourilhed : and it is pro¬
bable , that his great attention to the Latin language,
might have rendered him lefs correct, than he otherwife
would have been, in his native tongue.
. Harrington has his admirers, he may.poflibly have
his merits, but they Jioiu not in his ftyle. A later
writer, of the fame republican principles, has far ex¬
celled him ; I mean Algernon Sydney , whofe dif-.
courfes concerning government are admirably written,,
and contain great hiftorical knowledge , and a remark¬
able propriety of diclion ; fo that his name, in my
opinion, ought to be much higher eftabliflied in the
temple of literature, than I have hitherto found it
placed.

Lord Clarendon , is an hiftorian whofe dignity of
expreffion has juftly given him the preference to any of
our biographical authors . But his periods are the pe¬
riods of a mile. His parenthefes embarrafs the fenfe of
his narration , and certain inaccuracies, appearing
throughout his works, are delivered with a formality
that renders them ftill more confpicuous.

Among our Engliih writers, few men have gained a
greater character for elegance and correflnefs, than
Sprat , Bifhop of Rochejier, and few men have defend
ed it lefs. When I have read his works, I have always

won-
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wondered from whence fuch a piece of good fortune
might have arifen, and could only attribute it to Mr.
Cowley , who, in a very delicate copy of verfes, has
celebrated his friend Dr . Sprat for eloquence, wii,
and a certain candid fiyle, which the poet compares to
the river Thames, gliding with an even current, and.
difplaying the moft beautiful appearances of nature.
Poets and painters have their , favourites, whom they
tranfmit to pofterity in what colours and attitudes they
pleafe: but I am miftaken, if, upon a review of
Sprat 's works, his language will not fooner give you
an idea of one of the infignificant tottering boats upon
the Thames, than of the fmooth noble current of the
river itfelf.

Sir William Temple is an eafy/carelefs , incorrecl
writer, elegantly negligent, politely learned, and en¬
gagingly familiar.

Thus , my dear Ham , I have curforily mentioned
Tome of the brighter! fons of fame among our Englilh
authors, only to point out to you the preference due to
Dr . Swift : but he is not entitled alone to the olive
garland : he has had his coadjutors in the victory. The
triumvirate, to whom we owe an elegance and pro¬
priety unknown to bur forefathers, are Swift , Addi¬
son, and BolingbRoke . At the fight of fuch names,
no difpute can arife in preferring the Englifh moderns
to the Englilh antients. The prefent century, and in¬
deed all future generations may be congratulated upon,
the acquifition of three fuch men..
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But to return more clofely to Swift . He has per¬

fectly ftadied the drama of human life, and particular!)'
the tendency and irregularities of its different charac¬
ters . He has chofen, (as I dare fay I have mentioned
in former letters) to recommend virtue, by reprefent-
jng vice in a difagreeable and ridiculous light . As his
temper was naturally full of acrimony, a certain innate
feverity runs throughout all his. letters. You will find
him, in the advice, which he offers to his friends, and
hi the general account which, lie gives of his own con¬
duct, too clofe an ceconomift. This parfimony pro¬
ceeded from a defire of being independent : and fince
tjpt was the caufe,, he will be forgiven, or, at leaft,
excufed by all honeft men.

Mr. Pope had different talents from his ffiend
Swift : his imagination was fine and delicate : his
fancy was ever on the wing . In his earlier time of
life, his way of thinking was difFufive, and confequent-
ly his judgement was unconfined. As that judgement
ripened with years, he mewed the full ftrength of it in
Tiis Ethic Epijlks, and his Ej/ixy on Man. There the poet
lias almofl yielded to the philofopher ; and his rnoraj
fyftem has charmed more by the force of truth and reft*
foil, than even by the numbers with which he_.adora-
ed it.
' I cannot avoid thinking , that , in this particular
branch of learning , Mr . Pope owed the exertion of
his talents to Lord Boungbroke , who had fludied the
procedure , and limits of the human uiiderftanding. as
paflly as Swift had ccnfidered the irregularities of
U #
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"fliepaflions in different chara&ers of the human fpecies.
Lord Bolincbroke had early made himfelf mailer of
books and men : but, in his firft career of life, being
immerfed at pnee in bufmefs and pleafure, he,ran
thorough a variety of fcenes in a furprizing and t'.xcen-
trie manner. When his paffions fubfided by years ;tnd
difappointments, and when he improved his rational
faculties by more grave ftudies and reflection, he ihone
out in his retirement with a luftre peculiar to himfelf?
though not feen by vulgar eyes. The gay ftatefman
was changed into a philofopher equal to any of the
fages of antiquity . The wifdom of Socrates , the
dignity and eafe of Pliny , and the wit of Horace,
appeared in all his writings and converfatioru

But my letter is growing to an intolerable length.
It is time to finilh it ; and believe me, Hamilton , were
my letters to fill reams of paper , they would be writte*
ealy with a view ôf repeating the dictates of my heart*
which, in its laft beating moments, will throb towards
jou , and thofe other dear objects, to whom I am
' An ajfettionate Father,

ORRERY.

LETTER XX;
IHave been reading this morning a long letter Front

Dr . Swift to Mr . Pope , dated at Duhlin, January
Jo , I1721S and I have been confined to a greater Jharc

* Volume VII . Page ia»
1 1 ° -4-
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of attention, as it feems to furnifti more materials of
his life and principles, than any other of his epiftolary
writings . The letter breathes an air of fmcerity and
freedom, and is addreffed to a particular friend, at a"
time when the views of ambition were at an end. It
may therefore be confidered as a confeffion of one de¬
parting from this world, who only is defirous to vindi¬
cate his own character, and is anxious that his afhes
may reft in peace.

It was written immediately after the arbitrary condutt
of a judge in Ireland, who endeavoured to deftroy the
freedom of juries, and confequently the very effence of
that liberty and fafety, which we have a right to pof-
fefs by the conftitution of our ftate. Swift very ge-
r.eroufly -declares himfelf averfe to all rigorous pro¬
ceedings againlt perfcns fufpefted of problematical
guilt . " By fucb firicl enquiries, fays he, a gate is left
" ef)en to the whole tribe of informers, the nmft accurfed,
11 proftitute, and abandoned race that God e-uer permitted
" to plague mankind."' Upon this fubjecl I cannot avoid,
recollefting fome particulars from a book, which has
lately given rne ĝreat delight and inftruclion, and which
I recommend very warmly to . your pejufaj . I m^an
L'Efprit des Loir . The author of that book-f Mon¬
sieur de Montes -ciiheu obferves, " that informers
" have been chiefly encouraged under the moft tyran-
" nical governments . In the reign of Tiberius tri-
" umphal ornaments were conferred upon them, and
" ftatues erected to their honour . In the reign of
■- *t Nero,
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" Nero , upon the difeovery and puniftiment of a pre-
; tended confpiracy, triumphal dignities were, allotted.
" to Turpilianus , Cocceius Nerva , and Tjcil-
" linus ." In another part of his book, the Baron
de Montesqui eu takes notice, " that in Turkey, where
" little regard is ftiewn to the honour, lives, or eftates
" of the fubjedl, all caufes are determined by the pre-

fiding Baftiaw: and ia Rome, the judges had no mors
" to do than to declare, that the perfon accufed was
" guilty of a particular crime, and then the puniftiment
" was found in the laws." From thefe.and other ex¬
amples of arbitrary government, this elegant author
takes a particular pleafure in diftinguiftiing, and admir¬
ing the civil conftitution of England, where, he fays,.
" the jury determine, whether the fact, brought under
" their cognizance, be proved or not ; if it be proved,
* the iudge pronounces the puniftiment inflicted by

the law for fuch a particular faft : and for this, adds
" the Baron , he need only open his eyes." But jf
Monsieur de Montbsqui ev had read Swift 's let¬
ter, or indeed had recollected many notorious facts of
our hiftory, he mufthave obfcrved, that the judges have
been often deaf to the repeated voice of the jury, and
have not enly fliut their eyes, againfl our excellent laws,
but have aiTumed " that terrible and menacing air,
■' which Commodus ordered to be given to his ftatues."
i The method of trials by juries, is generally looked
upon as one of the moft excellent branches of our con¬
ftitution. In theory it certainly appears in that light.

6 Ac-
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According to the original eftablifliment, the jurors arff
to be men of competent fortunes in the neighbourhood t
ami are to be fo avowedly indifferent between the par¬
ties concerned, that no reafdnable exception can be
made to them on either fide. In treafon the perfort'
accuied has a right to challenge five and thirty , and in.
felony twenty , without (hewing caufe of challenge.
Nothing can be more .equitable . No prifoner can de-
fire a fairer field. But the misfortune is, that Our juries
are often compefed of men of mean eftates, and lowun-
tlerftandings, ini many difficult points of law are
brought before them, and fubmitted to their verdiftj
vtrhen perhaps they are riot capable of determining*
properly and judicidufly, fitch nice matters of juftice,
although the judges Of the court explain the nature of
the cafe, arid the law which arifes upon it. Bet, if
they are not defe&ive in knowledge, they are fome-
times, 1 fear, from their ftatiori and indigence, liable
to corruption . This indeed is an objeftiOn more to the
privilege lodged with juries , than to the inftitutiori
itfeif. The point, moft liable to objection, is the
power} which any one, or more of the twelve* have
to. ftarve the reft into a compliance with their opinion 5
fo that the verdift may poffiWy be given by ftrcngth
of conflitution, not by conviction of confeience : " and
" 'wretches hatig tb^t jurymen may dine." All this by
the by. Now let us return to Swift 's letter of the.
tenth of 'January.

In it, is moft evidently difplayed his immutable at"
taehment to Ireland. Such a kind of patriotifm, muft

have'
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Jiave proceeded from a true love of -liberty ; for he
hated individuals, and defpifed moft of the men of
property and power in that kingdom : he owed theiri
l»o obligatidnsj and while by his writings be laboured
to make their pofterity happy , he forced from them-
felv.es an involuntary , but univerfa! applaafe. His
conduct was fa uniform, and conftant in the caufe of
lreLnd, that he not only gained the praife, but .the
tonfidence of that whole nation, who are a people fel-
dom, if ever, inclined to ftudy and purfae their owri
intereft, and "who are always exceedingly apt to fufpedi
any advice that is contrary,' or in defiance to a jnini-
fterial direction.

Swift 's principles of government feeffl to have been
founded riptra that excellent maxim, Stilusf.opuli fuprem-a
eft lex, He begins by clearing ahfmfelf from jacobi-
tifm. He fpeaks of the revolution as a neccflary but
dangeroils expedient, which has fmce been attended
with unavoidable bad confequences. He declares his
toortal antipathy to Handing armies in time of peace.
He adores the wifdora of that institution which ren¬
dered our parliaments annual . He 'prefers the landed
to the monied intereft, and expreffesa noble abhorrence
to the fufpenfion of thofe laws, upon which the liber¬
ty of the fubjeft depends . When thefe articles of hi*
political tenets are examined, they will leave no room
for any one particular party to afihme the honour of
having had him in their alliance . He was neither
Whig nor Tory , neither Jacobite nor Republican , He
WasDoctor Swift;

5 Hij
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His judgment , in relation to the vifible decay of li¬

terature and good fenfe , is perfedUy jult . He attri¬
butes this national calamity to the prevailing luxury of
the >tinies , which he inftances in the encouragement of
fadiions , and of feveral public diverfions , ail tending
to the encreafe of folly , . ignorance , and vice . His
ientiments are delivered more with the air of a philo-
fophcr than of a divine : and the conclufion of the let¬
ter is fo proper , and fo excellent a defence of his own
manner of adiing and thinking , that , in regard to his
memory , I mull be at the trouble of tranferibing it . :

a All I can reafir .ably hope for , fays Swift , by
" this le.' ter , is to convince my friends and others , <who
" are piicijtd to wifh me well , that I have neither been
" fa ill a fubjeil , nor fo fupid an author , as I have
" teen reprefented by the virulence of libellers , where ma-
*' lice h :th taken the fame trcin in both , by fathering
" dangerous principles in government upon tne, which I
" never maintained, , and injipid productions , 'which I ant
" not capable of writing . For , however I mcy have
" been Jowered by perfonal ill treatment , or by melancho'
" Ij prefpefis for the public , lam too much a politician
" to expofe my own fafety by offefive vjords , and , if >ny
" genius and fpirit be funk by encreafngyeurs , I have at
v leaf enough dfret ion left , not to mifake the meafure
" of my own abilities , by attempting fubjetls inhere tbofe
" talents are neceffary, which perhaps I fhay have hfl
" with my youth ."

2 Vol . VII . Page 26.
I have
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I have chofcn out this particular letter , as one of the

moll ferious, and belt performances that he has given us
in the epiftolary way. But, if I am to declare my opi¬
nion of the whole colle&ion in the feventh volume, I own
to you, it has not anfwered my expectation. The index
at the beginning will make you hope for great treafures,
from the illuftrious names that are there ihferted : but,
in your purfuir , you will fcarce find any remarkable in-
ftrucnons of morality , or even the common reafohings
and refinements that might naturally arife from fo high a
clafs of men, in the ordinary current of their thoughts.
What is more furprifing, you will feldom difcover any
keen ftrokes of fatyr , or any inftantaneous fallies of vi¬
vacity. I have often heard Swift fay, " When I Jit
" do<iijn to •write a letter, I never lecn upon my elbow,
" till I ba<ue finijbed it ." By which exprelfion he meant,
that he never ftudied for particular phrafes, or polilhed
paragraphs : his letters therefore are the truer reprefenta-
tions of his mind. They are written in the warmth of
his affections, and when they are confidcred in the light
of kindnefs and fincerity, they illuftrate his character to
a very high degree. Throughout his various corre-
fpondence you will difcover very flrong marks of an
anxious, benevolent friend : and, to my great pleafure,
I find the mifanthrope often loft in the good-natured
man. Read his letters to Mr . Gay , and you will be of

my fentiment ; read thofe to Dr . Sheridan , in the
eighth volume a, and you will be farther confirmed in

3 Beginning at page 384.
M
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that opinion ; we may compound therefore to lofe fatyr
and raillery , when we gain humanity and tendernefs in
their Head: yet, even in fame of his highefl: fcenes of
benevolence, his expreffions are delivered in fuch a man¬
ner , as tofecm rather the efFecls of haughtinefs than of
good-nature : but you muft never look upon him as a
traveller in the common road. He muft be viewed by a
camera'obfcurathat turns all objedls the contrary way.
When he appears moil angry, he is moft pleafed b; when
molt humble, he is moft affuming c. Such was the man,
and in fuch variegated colours muft he be painted.

The letters from Lord Bolingbroke , which are in-
ferted in this collection, are written with an elegance and
politenefs that diflinguiOl them from all the reft. We fee1
they were not intended for. the prefs; but how valuable
are the moft carelefs ftrokes of fuch a pen ?

Gay ' s letters have nothing in them ftriking or re¬
commendatory . His fentiments are thofe of an honeft,
indolent, good-natured man.. He loved Swift toade-
gre'e of veneration : and the friendfnip was returned with-
great flncerity. Swift writes to him in the fame ftrain
as he would have written-to a fan and feems todiflm-
gnifh him as the correfpondent to whom he has not the
leaft grain of referve. In the feveral accounts which he
gLves of his fituation at Dublin, and the idle manner of

b Sec his letters to GaYj .and to the Duchefs of Shieenf-
hovough, in Vol . VII.

c See his letter to Lord Palmerston , Vol . VIIL
rPage 373- hi
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his pairing his time there, he writes fometimes in an iro¬
nical, and fometimes in a contrary ftyle. But, in one
of his letters, dated Auguft z8, 1731 a, he teils Gay.
" that the moft arrant trifles of his former writings are
" ferious philofophical lucubrations, in comparifon to
" what he now buiies himfelf about ;" and his conclu-
five words are, " As the world may one day fee.'''' Py
this defire of letting the 'worldfee what other men of lefs
Wit, and more difcretion, would carefully have concealed,
he has placed himfelf open to the cenfure of his enemies
and beyond the reach of any defence from his friend?.
He has not only committed to the prefs a moft defpicable
heap of writings, but has publicly recorded the lowed
amufements of his private fcenes of life,- without having
rmce fufpecled, that perfons, whofe ftations, or abilities,
have fixed them in a confpicuous attitude , are looked
upon by the reft of mankind with a very critical, and a
Very envious eye. Augustus , as I remember, was a little
afhamed to be difcovered at a game of cobnuts i and even
Domiti an was cunning enough to withdraw into his
clofet to catch flies. Great minds, you will fay, require
to be often unbent . 1 allow it ; but thofe relaxations
might be chofen, fo as to mnkeidlenefs appear in a beau¬
tiful light : and Swift would have forfeited a lefs de¬
gree of fame by playing many years at .pulh-pin (the re¬
cords of which he could not have printed), than by com-
pofing various kinds of nonfenfe, which, by his own op*
lion, have been honoured with a place in his works.

• Vol . VII . Letter LIK . page 185.
M 2 Imould
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I fhould have been much pleafed, in finding forne of

Dr . Arbuthnot 's letters among this collection. Al¬
though he was juftly celebrated for wit and learning,
there was an excellence in his charafter more amiable,
than all his other qualifications : I mean the excellence
of his heart . He has (hewed himfelf equal to any of his
cotemporaries in humour and vivacity : and he was fti-
perior to moil men In afts of humanity and benevolence:
his very farcafms are the fatirical ftrokes of good-nature;
they are like flaps on the face given in jelh, the effects of
which may raife bluihes, but no blacknefs will appear
after the blows. He laughs as jovially as an attendant
upon Bacchus , but continues as fober and confederate
as a difciple of Socrates . He .is feldom ferious, except
in his attacks upon vice ; and then his fpirit rifes with a
manly ftrength , and a noble indignation . His epitaph
upon Chartres a (allowing one fmall alteration, the
word permitted, inftead of connived at ) is a complete, and
a mafterly compofition in its kind . No man exceeded
him in the moral duties of life : a merit ftill more to his
honour , as the ambitious powers of wit and genius are
feldom fubmiffive enough to confine themfelves within
the limitations of morality . In his letter to Mr . Pope b,
written , as it >were, upon his death-bed, he difcovers
fuch a noble fortitude of mind at the approach of his

! See Pope 's Works , by Warburton , Vol . III .,
page 219.

b See again Pope by Warburton , Vel . VIII . Let¬
ter XLVIL

2 dhTolution,
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diffolution, as could only be infpired by a clear confci-
ence, and the calm retrofpect of an uninterrupted feries
of virtue. The Dean a laments the lofs of him with a
pathetic fincerity, " The death of Mr . Gay and the Doc-
" tor b (fays he to Mr .PoPE) have been terrible wounds
" near my heart . Their living would have beena great
" comfort to me, although IJhould never have feen them ;
" Hie a fum of money in a bank, from which IJhould re-
" ceive at leaf annual interefl, as I do from you, and have
" done from Lord Bolingbroke ." I have chofen this
laft quotation, not more in honour of Swift ' s tender-
nefs and affefUon to thofe whom he efteemed, than with
a defign of fpecifying to you as fine a groop of friends c,
as have appeared fmce the Auguftan age. As their let¬
ters were not intended for the public, -perhaps I was un-
reafonable in looking for medals, and not being content¬
ed with the common current fpecies. In our prejudices
of favour or averfion we are apt to be deceived by names »
nor can it be doubted, that fuch writers might have fur-
pifhed us with familiar letters, very different from thofe,
which have been collected in this feventh volume. They
are filled indeed (efpecially in the correfpondence between
Swift and Pope ) with the ftrongeft exprefiions of mu¬
tual efteem ; but thofe expreffions are repeated too often.
When friendfhip has fubfifted lo long, that time can-

a Swift ' s Works , Vol . VII , Letter LXX.
b Arbuthnot.
c Lord Bolingbroke , Swift , Pope , Arbuthnot,

Gay.
M 3 »ot
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not encreafe , nor words improve it , the commerce of
affcftion between friends , ought to be carried on in a
fiyle that neither finks below politenefs , nor rifes into
forced compliments . I cannot avoid obferving the epi-
flolary conciicnefs that was in falhion among the antients,
efpecially their conclufive fentences , \jvale . Or again.
Si <vahas , bene eft, fnlco :] which I own feems preferable
to our method of loading every letter with compliments,
not only to wives and children , but to uncles , aunts,
and coufins : and of confequence , every relation , that
is not particularly named , is particularly affronted . It
will appear too minute a criticifm to affirm , that the
Engiifn language is not well adapted for epiftolary write-
ings : be that as it may , it is certainly inferior to the
French , which engages , and perhaps improves us by a
fuccefiive flow of phrafes that are peculiar to that nation.
Madame de SEViGNE ' has filled four volumes of letters,

all addrefted to her daughter : they contain nothing , ex-,
cept different fcenes of maternal fondnefs ; yet , like a
clalfic , the oftener .they are read , the more they are re-
lifhed . Monsieur pe Pelisson has publifhed three
volumes of letters , which he calls Lettres Uilionques,ixA
which are little elfe than materials for a gazette : they
inform us at what time the grand 'Monarqite avofe ; when
he went to bed ; at what hour he dined ; and what he faid
while he was at fupper : yet all . thefe trifles are told in fc
agreeable a manner , and appear fo natural and eafy , that
I can fcarce think the (kill of Ovid greater , who , in his
fafti , has turned the Roman Calendar into elegant poetry,
|hd has vcrftfied a fct of old Almanacs . I need not men-

is tion
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tion Voiture or Balzac ; and perhaps it was wrong
to turn afide into the Roman and the French territories,
when I ought to have confined nryfelf to the Britifh
iflands ; but I love to wander about with you, and in
writing, as in walking , to peep into every corner that
snay afford us matter of entertainment.

lam , my dear Hamilton,

Your e-ver-affeilionate Father,

ORRERY.

P . S. At the latter end of the feventh volume, is a
pamphlet written in the year 1714. It is entitled, Free
Thanghts upon the frefent State of Affairs. When you
have read it, digit0 compejke lab Mum.

^ ^ ^ ^ c& cv?c& tt ^ cy? £̂ 'CY?CY?cvic& cy? ^c ^ <̂ ^ ĉ ĉ ^ cy%r^ c\ocv3cv?eY>
^C & ^ ^ OC& tÂ ^ C& ^ <̂ -&>C?Oc£>';}o CA;CA30- cS:c?OC'OCA3C^ itA>CA3JAoOV>C*3(A3cXj

LETTER XXI.
My dear Hamilton,

IT is fcarce paffible to know in what manner to com¬
ment upon the laft volume of the Dean's works. A

general confufion and diforder runs throughout the whole;
and one of the firft pieces is, what ought to have been
the laft, Dr . Swift 's Will : which, like all his other
writings , is drawn up in his own peculiar manner.

M 4 Evea
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Even in fo ferious a compofition he cannot help in¬
dulging himfelf , in leaving legacies that carry with them
an air of raillery and jam He difpofes of his three hats
(his beft , his fecond beft , and his third bell beaver ) with
an ironical folemnity , that renders the bequefts ridi¬
culous . He bequeaths " to Mr . John Grattan a fiver
* box, to keep in it the tobacco tuhich the / aid John ufually
'*' chewed , called pigtail ." But his legacy to Mr . Ro¬
bert Grattan is Hill more extraordinary . " Item,
" / bequeath to the Reverend Mr . Robert G rattan,
" Prebendary of 'St . AudeonV , my ftrong box, on condition
" cf his giving the fole ufe of the faid box to his brother,
" Dr . James Grattan , during the life af the faid Do-
' ' tlor , who hath more occafion for it ." Thefe are fo tri^ny
laft impreflions of his turn , and way of thinking : and,
I dare fay , the perfons thus diftinguifhed look upon
thefe inftances , as affectionate memorials of his friend-
fhip , and as tokens of the jocofe manner , in which he
had treated them during his life -time.

His monumental infeription , written by himfelf , "and
inferted at the beginning of his Will , may confirm to you
the obfervation which I made in a former letter , that he
was not an elegant writer of Latin . An hardier epitaph"
has feldom been compofed . It is fcarce intelligible;
and if intelligible , is a proof how difficult a taflt it is,
even for the greateft genius , to draw his own character,
or to reprefent himfelf and his actions in a proper man¬
ner to pofterity.

I am now drawing towards the laft fcene of his life.
The total deprivation of his fenfes came upon him by

degrees.
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degrees. In the year 1736. I remember him feized
with a violent fit of giddinefs. He was at that time
writing a fatirical poem, called The Legion Club; but he
foutd the effects of his giddinefs fo dreadful , that he
left the poem unfinifhed ; ard never afterwards attempted
a compofition x>f any length either in verfe or profe.
However , his converfation ft III remained the fame ;
lively and fevere s but his memory gradually grew
worfe and worfe : and as that decreafed, and was im¬
paired, he appeared every day more fretful and impa¬
tient . From the year thirty -nine to the latter end of the
year forty -one, his friends found his paffions fo violent
and ungovernable, his memory fo decayed, and his rea-
fon fo depraved, that they took the utmoft precautions
to keep all Grangers from approaching him : for, till
then, he had not appeared totally incapable of converfa¬
tion : but, early in the yearforty -twin, the fmall remains

- of his underftanding became entirely confuftd , and the
violence of his rage increafed abfolutely to a degree of
rnadnefs. In this miferable Mate he feemed to be ap¬
pointed as the firft proper inhabitant for his own hofpital:
efpecially as from an outrageous lunatic, he funk after¬
wards into a quiet , fpeechlefs idiot ; and dragged out
the remainder of his life in that helplefs fituation. He
died towards the latter end of O&cber 1745. The man¬
ner of his death was eafy, without the leaf! pang or
convulfion. Even the rattling in his throat was fcarce
fufEcient to give any alarm to his attendants , till vvi hin
fome very little time before he expired. A man in
poffeffion of his reafon would have wifhed for fuch a
hind of diflblution ; but Swift was totally infenfible of

happinefs
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happinefs or pain : he had not even the power or ex-
preffiori of a child , appearing , for fome years before his
death , referved only as an example to mortify human
jiride , and to reverfe that fine defcription of human
nature , which is given us by Shakefpeare in an inimitable
manner : " What a piece of ivork is man ! how noble in
" reafon ! honu infinite in faculty ! in form and mowing
" bow exprefs and admirable ! in aflion , ho<w like an an-
" gel ! in apprehenfion boiu like a god ! the beauty of the
" 'world , the paragon of animals .'' '' Thus poets paint ; but
how vain and perifhable is the pifture ? The fmalleft
thunderbolt from heaven blafts it in a moment , and every
tinct is fo effectually obliterated , that fcarce the outlines
of the figure remain.

Swift , as I have hinted in a former letter a, cer¬
tainly forefaw his fate : His frequent attacks of giddi-
nefs , and his manifeft defect of memory , gave room for
filch apprehenfions . I have often heard him lament the
fiate of childhood , and idiotifm , to which fome of the
greateft men of this nation were reduced before their
death . He mentioned , as examples within his own
time , the duke of Marlborough , and Lord Somers :
and when he cited thefe melancholy inflances , it was al¬
ways with a heavy figh , and with geftures that fhewed
great uneafmefs , as if he felt an impulfe of what was to
Jiappen to him before he died.

Unlefs I am mifinformed , he died worth about twelve
thoufand pounds , inclufive of the fpecific legacies men-
Etoned in his will , and which may be computed at the

8 See Letter VI,
funs



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT , ifi
fum of twelve hundred pounds ; fo that the remainder,
near eleven thoufand pounds, is entirely applicable
to the hofpital for idiots and lunatics : a charitable
foundation, particularly beneficial in thefe kingdoms,
where the epidemic diftemper of lunacy is fo pre¬
valent, that it will conftantly furnifh the largefc building
With a fufficient number of inhabitants.

Lunacy may in general be confidered as arifing from
a depraved imagination ; and mail therefore be origi¬
nally owing to a fault in the body, or the mind. We
fee inftances every day, where, in fevers, all the powers
of fenfe and reafon are utterly overturned by a raging
madnefs : this frenzy conquers, or is conquered, foon:
but , from more flow and chronical caufes, fo'.h obftruc-
tions may' be formed, as gradually to produce various de¬
grees of this diforder, and to remain invincible to the very
laft moments of life. Nothing more llrongly difpofes
the mind to this depraved ftate, than too fixed an atten¬
tion to any particular objeft . Mr . Locke , if my me¬
mory does not deceive me, defines madnefs as anting
from feme particular idea, or fet of ideas, that make fo
ftrong an impreffion upon the mind, as to banifh ail
others : and the perfons affected are chearful or melan¬
choly, well-tempered or fierce, according as the objefts
and ideas of their minds are different. From hence it is

evident , that we ought to confider the ftrength of the mind
even in the purfuit of knowledge, and often to vary our
ideas by exercife and amufements ; conftantly fixing a
ftriift guard againft any paiTion, that may be prevalent in
too high a degree, or may -acquire an habitual ftrength
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and dominion over us. Paffioris are the gales of life;
and it is our part to take care, that they do not rife into
a tempeft.

Love, with all its charms, muft be reftrair.ed within
proper bounds, otherwife it will torture that bread
which it was formed to delight . Love contains within
itfelf a variety of other paffions, and Jays fuch a founda¬
tion of madnefs in the mind, that the frenzy , in this par¬
ticular cafe, never fails to appear in its full force, and
to difplay itfelf in all its ftrength of horror.

Religion, which can only make the mind happy, and
is our fureft and befl defence againft the paflions, if con-
ftdered in a wrong and melancholy view, has often per¬
verted the feat of reafon, and given more inhabitants to
Bedlam than any other caufe. A religious lunatic is
miferable, even to the deepeft tortures of del'pair.

The mifer, whom I muft always rank among mad¬
men, heaps up gold with an anxiety that affects his looks,
Jus appetite , and his fleep. The wretch dreads poverty
In the center cf plenty ; and flarves, only becaufe he
dares not tafte thpfe fruits which appear mo ft agreeable
to his defires.

In fome other fpecies of madr.efs, the perfons affefted
are really more happy than in their fenfes ; and it is al-
rnoft a crime to banifn the agreeable delufion. You re¬
member the cafe of the citizen of Argus, who, after a
falutiferous dole of hellebore, cried out,

Fel me oecidiftis, amici,
Kosz fer.vnjiis ( ait ) cut Jlc cxtorta •voluntas,
Et dimft as per.aim mentis gratijfimut error* Such
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Such again would be the cafe of the beau of Bedlam,

who, amidli darkr.efs and confinement, ftill retains his
pride and felf-admiration ; drefles himfelf up in ftraw
inftead of embroidery ; and, when fullered to go to the
window, imagines that he captivates every female, who
chances to pafs thro' Moor-fields. Is not fuch a man
happier in his madnefs, than in his fenfes ?

To fpecify the many different claffes of madmen
would be endlefs. They are innumerable : fo that it
is almoft a rare felicity to enjoy mens fata in corpore fann
Some men have owed their reputation and fuccefs in the
world to a tinfture of madnefs, while others, merely
from a fuperior understanding , have been ranked among
lunatics : of the latter fort Hippocrates (whom I wifk
you to look upon as a claffic author , as well as a phyfi-
cian) gives a remarkable inftance in one of his letters.
He fays, he was fent for by the people of Ahicra to
cure Democritus of madnefs ; but, to his furprize,
he found him the vvifeft man of the age ; and, by hjs
laughing manner of talking and reafoning, he almoir.
convinced Hipfocrates , that all the reft of the world,
except Democritus , were mad. It is not improbably,
that madnefs has been coseval with mankind . There
have certainly been many inftances of it among the
Greeks and Romans : among thejevys,the enthufiaftic fury
of Saul is equally remarkable with the extatic rage of
Nebuchadnezzar : hor have any parts of the world, I
believe, entirely efcaped this raging evil. It was frequently
miftaken for infpiration , and the prophetic Sibyls were
.obliged to put on the airs and looks ©f jnaslnefs, to ob¬

tain
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tain an implicit belief to their prophecies. From thefe
facerdotal impofitions, mad people reaped fome remark¬
able advantages. They were often looked upon as
jneffengers fent by heaven, to declare the will of the
gods, and the prophetical decrees of fate : they were
revered as pcrfons facred and divine ; and, inftead of
fcourges, they received tokens of adoration . In how
great a degree mull the fubtilty of priefts have prevailed,
when they could make one of the greateft curfes that
attends human life, appear one of the greateft blefiings?

Lunatics are fb called from the influence which the

moon has over bodies, when its attractive power is

greateft ; by which means the preiTure of the atmofphere
being Ieffened, the humours of the body are more rare¬
fied, and produce a greater plenitude in the vefiels of
the brain . This has been illuftrated by our good and
learned friend Dr . Mead , in his treatife Ds impcrio lurns
ft fatis; and I have particularly obferved, that in the laft
book a, which he publifhed, he takes notice in his chapter
de Infanta, " that the blood of fuch perfons, who have
'" been moft liable to this malady, was thick and fizy,

" and, upou diffeftion, their brain always appeared dry,
" awl their vefiels filled with black fiuggifli blood s"
from whence, perhaps, we may, in fome meafure, ac¬
count for the principal fource of Swift 's lunacy : his
countenance being dark , bilious, and gloomy, and his
eyes fometimes fixed, and immoveable for a long time.
Horace , I remember, attributes , the madnefs of
Okxjtes to a phyfical caufe, where he fays,

'•■ pi-
■ * Entitled, Lloxita & pracepta med.ia.
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nocanio
Hanc fut -iam, bmc aliud, jujjlt quad fplcndida bills.

So that difeafes, formed originally in the mind, often
bring on this diforder, and by degrees affect the body ;
efpecially in fuch conftitutions as have any tendency to
this diftemper. But, what can be the reafon, that it is
fo remarkably epidemical in thefe kingdoms ? I am in¬
clined to believe, that it muft be owing to the groflnefs
cf our food, and to our immoderate u£e of fpirituous
liquors : the one frequently caufing the deepeft melan¬
choly, the other the moft unlimited rage. Our climate-
is fo variable and uncertain, and our atmofphere is fo
perpetually filled with clouds and fulphureous vapours,,
that thefe caufes muft neceffarily have a great effect upon
the natural impatience and inconftancy of the inhabit¬
ants. We are apt to revel in a free indulgence of pur
paffions'; and they are as apt to agitate and enervate the
fibres of the brain, and to imprint by degrees many
fatal impreffions, that can never be eradicated from the
mind. Even the greatefl blefiing we enjoy, the freedom
©f our laws, may, I am afraid, in fome meafure, con¬
tribute to thofe rath, actions, that often end in dreadful
murders of the worft kind , parricide, and fuicifm. Men
muft be reckoned in the higheft clafs of lunatics, who
are capable of offending the great Author of nature, by
depriving themfelves of that life, which he only ha.- a
right of taking away, becaufe he only had the power
©f giving it . No perfo'n in his fenfes can voluntarily

prefer
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prefer death to life. Our defires of existence are ftrong

and prevalent. They are born with us ; and our ideas

cf a future ftate are not fufficiently clear, to make us

fond of hurrying into eternity ; efpecially as eternity it-

fdf muft ever remain incompreheniible to finite beings.

Human nature has an abhorrence , and a terror of its

own difTolution. The philofopher fubmits to death, be-

caufe he looks upon it as a neceflary event : in the mean

time, he ufes every method of prudence, and every art

oT caution, to lengthen out life as far as he poflibly can

extend it, and to prevent the leaft accident that may

"bring on death One hour fooner than the laws of the

human ftrufture require . The military hero meets the

king of terrors more from the dictates of reafon, than

'the impulfes of nature . His fame, his fortune, every

obje£t that can be dear to hirrtj depend upon his refolu-

tion to die. He expofes himfelf to the danger of being

deftroyed, becaufe, an effort of fecufing his life, muft

be attended with contempt and infamy. But, on the

pther hand, who would wantonly chufe death, unlefs he

were agitated to fuch a choice by the fumes and vapours

of a diftempered brain ?
The fubjefts, where arbitrary power is eftablifhed,

Jive in a continual ftate of dread and apprehenfion, and

all U>eir other paffions are fubdued by fear : fo that

fewer inftances of fuicide have appeared in defpotic

governments, than in kingdoms , where liberty is more

prevalent , and where the paffions are lefs reftrained.
The diet, the air, and the political constitution of a

gountry , give the peculiar, and diftinguifning characterof
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of the people : and as the charafteiiftics change, the
inhabitants undergo the fame metamorphofes . How
different are the modern Italians from the antient Ro¬

mans ! If Brutus were now living , he would prouably
acquiefce in the depending Hate of a cardinal, and the
papal crown would be unanimoufly prefented to Cms sr.

The melancholy cafe of Dr . Swift has, I find, fe-
duced me into a long digreffion : when I am writing to
you, my Ham , I give a full fcope to my thoughts , and
wander licentioufly out of my fphere. I aim at placing
all obfervations in your way, which I think can be of

any ufe in your future road of life. But, why talk to
you on the melancholy effeiis of madnefs ? only, my
dear fon, to obferve in general, that temperance, exer-
cife, phijofophy, and true religion, are the fureft means
to make men happy, and to preferve them from a con¬
tagious malady, to which the inhabitants of thefe king¬
doms are unfortunately liable.

A flate of idiotifm is lefs deplorable, not lefs {hock¬

ing, than that of madnefs. Idiots are afRidled with no
turbulent pafTions: they are innocent and harmlefs, and
often excite pity, but never occafion fear. The proverb
tells us, They are the favourites offortune : but I fuppofe
it alludes only to thofe fools, who can number twenty
rightly , and can tell the days of the nieek ; and alas !
thofe are no idiots in the eye of the.law. Theabfolute
naturals owe their wretchednefs to a wrong formation in
their brain , or to accidents in their birth , or the dregs
of fevers, and other violent diftempers. The laft was
the cafe of the Dean of St. Patrick 's, according to

N the



i 78 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
the account fent me by his two relations Mrs. Whits-
way , and Mr . Swift a : neither of whom, I think,
make the leaft mention of a deafnefs, that from time to
time attacked the Dean, and rendered him extremely
miferable. You will find him complaining of this mif-
fortune in feveral parts of his writings , efpeciaily in his
letters (of the eighth volume ) to Dr . Sheridan 6.
Poffibly fome internal preflure upon his brain might firfl
have affefled the auditory nerves, and then , by degrees,
might have encreafed, fo as entirely to flop up that
fountain of ideas, which had before fpread itfelf in the
moft diffufive, and furprifing manner.

Having juft now hinted to you the advantages that
have accrued to madmen, I ought not to omit the
honours that have been paid to fools. In former ages
the courts of France and England were not thought com¬
pletely embeilifhed without a favourite idiot, who bore
the title of the King 's Jefter, and who was as remarkably
diftinguifiied by a cap and bells, as his royal matter was
diftinguilhed by $ diadem and robes. This animal, like
Junius Brutus , frequently affumed' the face and be¬
haviour of folly, to anfwer his own particular views and
advantages. His bluntnefs and fimplicity recommended
him in thofe places, where truths, if fpuken by a man
of fenfe, were difagreeable and dangerous. If he had
not the honour, like Brutus , to fave his country , at
leaft he had the happinefs to fecure himfelf : and his ex-

3 See page 89, and page 91.
* See Vol. VIII . page 419,.

I preffioas
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prsffions were often fo full of humour and farcafm, that,

to this day, they are recorded as pieces of wit . Such

was the famous reply of Archy to King James thefirji,
when his Majefty, amidft all his wifdom, was fufficiently
infpired With folly, to fend his only fon into Spain, But,

fools at jrefent are no longer admired in courts, or, if

they are, they appear there without their cap and bells.

And now, my dear Hamilton , to quit reflecti¬
ons, that tend in general rather to terrify , than

to improve your underftanding, let me qbferve, in
honour of my friend Swif t , that his eftablifhment of an

hofpital for idiots and lunatics, is remarkably generous:
as the unhappy perfons, who receive the benefit, muft,
for ever, remain infenfible of their benefactor.

/ am your affectionate Father,

ORRERY.

#M«̂#€*#€*#€*#€̂M*€*#€*€*#€*C*€*̂
LETTER XXII.

J *H E Direilions to Servants; which is the tract imme¬
diately following Swift ' s Will, is imperfect and

unfinifhed. The editor tells us, that a preface and a de¬
dication were to have been added to it . I think it was

not publifned till after the Dean' s death ; but I remem¬

ber the manufcfipt handed about, and much applauded,
N 3 In
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in his life-time. To fay the moft that can be offered hi
its favour, the trail ; is written in fo facetious a kind of
low humour , that it muft pleafe many readers : nor is St
without fome degree of merit, by pointing out with an
amazing exa&nefs (and what in a lefs trivial cafe mull
have been called judgment ) the faults, blunders, tricks,
lyes, and various knaveries, of domeftic fervants, How
much time muft have been employed in putting together
fuch a work ■? What an intenfenefs of thought muft have
been bellowed upon the loweft, and moft flavHh fcencs
of life ? It is one of thofe compositions, that the utmoft
ftrength of wit can fcarce fuftain from finking . A matt
of Swift ' s exalted genius, ought conilantly to have
foared into higher regions. He ought to have looked
upon perfons of inferior abilities, as children, whom na¬
ture had appointed him to inftrucT:, encourage, and im¬
prove. Superior talents feem to have been intended by
Providence as public benefits, and the perfon, who pof-
fefles fuch bleffings, is certainly anfwerable to Heaven for
thofe endowments , which he enjoys above the reft of
mankind . Let him jeft with dignity , and let him be iro¬
nical upon ufeful fubjedts : leaving poor flaves to heat
their porridge, or drink their Jmall beer, in fuch veifels as
they (hall find proper a. The Dean , it feems, had not
this way of thinking : and having long indulged his paf-
fions, at laft perhaps miftook them for his duty . The mif-
take , my dear Hamilton , is neither extraordinary nor
furprifing . In points of religion it has carried men into

* See Vol . VIII . page 8.
2 great
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great extravagancies ; in thofe of morality , into no lefs;

but in politics , into the greateft of all . Our inclinations

are fo apt to hurry us into inconfiderate actions , that we

are afterwards inclined to flatter ourfelves they are right,

only beca .ufe they have proceeded from our own thoughts

and direclions . Thus Swift , when he had once efta-

blifhed the rule of Vive la bagatelle , was refolvedto pur-

fue it at all hazards . I wifti his thoughts had taken an¬

other turn . The lower clafl 'cs of mankind pafs on un¬

noticed ; the great only are cenfured . They ought to

be particularly attentive to every ftep they take . The

Dean of St . Patrick ' s mould have known himfelf , as

Rex idem, hominum , Fhcebique faccrdos , and mould have re¬

membered , that kings and priefts are extremely liable to

be cenfured . Poor Swi ft ! why did he fink below him¬

felf before he was deprived of reafon ? Forgive him that

error , my Hamilton , and draw a veil of oblivion over

certain excrefcenciesof wit and humour , you will then

admire him , as an honour to the public , and a fcourge
to all the knaves and fools of his time.

Three pamphlets , relating to Ireland , fucceflively fol¬
low the Dire 'Sions to Servants . The firft is entitled , Rea-

fons humbly offered to the Parliament of Ireland , for repeal¬

ing the Sacramental Teji m favour of the Catholics : The

fecond , Some Reafons againft the Bill for fettling the

Tythe of Hemp, Flax , & c. by a Modus : The third , Some

farther Reafons againft the Billfor fettling the Tythe of

Hemp , Flax , & c. The fuhjedt -matter of thefe pamph-

phlets may perhaps be little worth your consideration;

but their ftyle will always command your attention.
N 3 They
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They are very much mifplaced , and , in any more me¬
thodical edition of the Dean 's works , ought to appear
with fuch other pieces , as have been compofed by him
againft the dilfenters . The firft trad is written under the
aflumed character of a Roman catholic , by which m eans
the author attacks his adverfaries with a great advantage.
He freely acknowledges the feveral atrocious crimes of
the papifts ; but at the fame time palliates them fo Ikil-
fully , that , from that very acknowledgment , he enables
himfelf to aim the heavier blows at the prefbyterians,
A paragraph extracted from the pamphlet will exem¬
plify my meaning . " We allow , fays he , the Catho-
" Lies to brethren of the Difenters ; fame people*

indeed ( which we cannot allow J , would have them to
" he our children , lecaufe we loth diffent from the church
" eftablifsd , and both agree in abolijbing this perfecuting
*' facraniental teft ; by which negative discourage-

men ™ we are both rendered incapable of civil .and mili-
" tary employments. However , we cannot but wonder at
" the bohl familiarity of thefe fchifmatics , in calling the
" members of the national church their brethren and
" fellow -protest a NTS. is true , that all thefe
"feds ( except / ^ catholics ) a « brethren to each

other infaSicn , ignorance , iniquity , perverfenefs , pride,
" and (if we except the Quakers ) in rebellion . But,how
V the churchmen can be jlyled their fellow -protesT-
'■' ants , we cannot comprehend. Becaufe , when the
*' whole Babel offeclaries joined againft the Church , the
"King , and the Nobility , for twenty years , in a match
SJ at foot -ball j where (he proverb exprcfty tells us%

% <s that

I
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" that all are fellows ; kvhile the three kingdoms

" ivere tojfed to and fro , the churches and cities , and royal
" -palaces, / battered to pieces by their balls , their buf-
" FETs , and their kicks ; the viclors would allono no

" more fellows at foot - ball : but murdered , feqm-
" jlered , plundered , deprived , banijhed to the plantations,
" or enjlcmed , all their eppofers tuho had lost the

" game ." The greateft art , and the keenelt ftrokes of

irony , difplay themfelves throughout the whole compofi - '

tion : and the conclufion of it is drawn up with a mix¬

ture of ferious and ironical arguments that feem to defy
all kinds of refutation.

The two next pamphlets for fettling the Tythe of Hemp,

&c . by a Modus, are entirely adapted to the clergy of

Ireland ; -but I cannot avoid obferving in thofe papers , a

greater fund of calmnefs , not a lefs degree of fpirit , than,

in many other of Swift ' s political writings.
The remainder of this volume is like a garden over-

. run with docks and thirties , among which fome rofe-

trees accidentally make their appearance . The fcythe

of time , or the weeding -knife of a judicious editor , will
cut down the docks and thirties , but the beauty of the

rofes will particularly appear in fome fermons that are
curious ; and curious for fuch reafons , as would make

other works defpicable . They were written in a carelefs^

hurrying manner , and were the offspring of neceffity , not

of choice : fo that you will fee the original force of his

genius more in thefe compofitions , that were the legiti¬

mate fons of duty , than in other pieces , that were the na¬

tural fons of love . They were held in fuch low efteem
' N4 itt
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in his own thoughts , that fome years before he died , he
gave away the whole colle &ion to Dr . Sheridan , with
the utmoit indifference : " Here , fays he , are a bundle
of my old Jermoks ; you may have them if you pleafe : taty
may be of ufe to you , they have never been of any to me."
The parcel given to Dr . Sheridan confided , as I have
heard , of about five -and -thirty fermons . Three or four-
only are publiffied ; and thofe I have read over with at¬
tention . The firft is upon Mutual Subjeclion , and that
duty which is owing from one man to another . A clearer
ftyle , or a difcourfe more properly adapted to a public
audience , can fcarce be framed . Every paragraph is
fimple , nervous , and intelligible . The threads of each
argument are clofely connected , and logically purfued :
but in places where the Dean has the leaft opportunity
to introduce political maxims , or to dart an arrow at the
conduci of princes , he never fails to indulge himfelf in
his ufual manner of thinking , as you will judge from
the following quotations : " A wife man , fays Dr . Sw I ft,
' ' who doth not affift with his couvfels ; a great man with
" his protection ; a rich man with his bounty and charity ;
" and a poor man ivith his labour ; are perfeel nuifances in
" a comm n vcealth , Neither is any condition of life more
" honourable in the fight of God than another ; otberwife
" he would be a refpeSler of perfons , which he ajfureth us
" he is not : for he. hath propofed the fame falvation to
" all men, and hath only placed them in different ways or
" Jiations to work it out . Princes are born with no more

" advantages of ftrength or wtfdom than other men; and,
" by an unhappy education , are ufually more defective in both

" than
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" than thoufands of their fubjcBs 3." Again , in the fame
"■ftrain , " Tfie heft prince is, in the opinion of wife men,
" only the great eft fer <vant of the nation ; not only a fer-
" <vant to the public in general , but in fome fort to every
" man in it b." But the moft extraordinary paffage is a

covert ftroke at the higheft order of his brethren the

clergy . It runs thus : " The miferies of life are not pro-
" ■perly oiving to the unequal difribution of things ; but.
" God Almighty , the great King of hewven , is treatedlike
" the kings of the earth ; nxiho ( although perhaps intend*
" ing nvell thcmfel<ves) have often moft abominable mini-
" fieri andfteivards , and thofe generally the vileft , to whom
" they cntruft the moft talents c. Dark as it is , this para¬
graph requires no explanation . The author 's natural turn
of mind breaks forth upon all occafions , and the politi¬
cian frequently outweighs the divine . If the dictates of
fuch a fpirit were capable of forcing their way from the

pulpit , what a glorious , what a confident figure , rnuft
Swift have made in the roftrum at Rome, or in one of

the porticos at Athens ?
The next moral eflay , for lean fcarce call it a fermon,

is upon the Teftimony of Confcieme : in which the author
inferts fome very ftriking obfervations upon fuch falfe
notions of honour as are too prevalent in the world . I
am fo far from thinking it a trouble , that I think it a
pieafure , to trarifcribe the particular paffage : " The falfe
" principle , which fome men fet up in the place of confeience
" to be their direclor in life , is what thofe who pretend ta

_»Page zu. bPage 215. c Page 218.
"if,
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** it , call honour . This word is often made the fanclion
'f of an oath ; it is reckoned a great commendation to be a
" man of ftricl honour ; and it is commonly underfcood, that
" a man of honour can never be guilty of a bafe aSion . This
" is vfually the ftyle of military men ; ofperfans with titles;
" and of others who pretend to birth and quality . It is true
" indeed, that in antient times it was uni <vcrfally under-
" flood , that honour was the reward of virtue ; but if
"fuch honour as is naw -a -days going will not permit a man
f to do a bafe aSion , it muft be allowed , there arc, very
" few fuch things as bafe aflions in nature . No man of
" honour , as that word is ufually underflood , did ever pre-
" tend , that his honour obliged him to be chafle or tempe-
" rate ; to pay his creditors ; to be ufeful to his country , to
" do good to mankind ; to endeavour to be wife or learned ; t0
" regard his word , his promife , or his oath ; or if he hath
" any of thefe virtues , they were never learned in the
" catechifm of honour ; which contains but two precepts,
*' the punctual payment of debts contracted at play , and the
" right underflanding the feveral degrees of an affront , in
f order to revenge it by the death of an adverfary a."

The third difcourfe upon The Trinity is indeed a fer-
mon , and one of the belt in its kind . Dr . Swift feems
not to have made fuch a plan his voluntary choice , nor
to have built , fuo ex motu, upon fuch a bafis h; but he

a Page 228.
b In the beginning of his fermon , he lets us know , that

he preached it on Trinity Sunday , a day on which all the
clergy think themfelves confined to this theme.

has
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has completed the fuperllrudture in a moll mafterly man¬

ner : the materials anfwer the dignity of the edifice , and

the artificer may affume great honour , upon the compla*

tion of fo noble , fo fimple , and fo ufeful a pile . The

myfterious parts of our religion are apt to have dread¬

ful effecls upon weak minds . The general comments

upon the facred writings , and the feveral fermons upon

the mod abftrufe points of fcripture , are too often com-

pofed in the gloomy ftyle . Damnation , eternal damna¬

tion , is placed with all its horror before our eyes ; and.

we are fo terrified at the profpeft , that fear makes us

imagine , we can comprehend mylteries , which , on this

fide of the grave , muft be for ever denied to our limited

underftandings . Swift has taken the fafefl , and the

propereft method of expounding thefe arcana . He ad¬

vances every pofition that can be eftabliihed upon fo in¬

comprehensible a fubjeft . He fuftains the belief , avows

the doftrine , and adapts the matter of faith as well

as poffible to the human capacity . His manner of rea-

foning is mafterly , and his arguments are nervous ^ par¬

ticularly where he fays , " It is highly probable , that if

"God Jhould pleafe to reveal unto us this great myfiery of

" the Trinity , or fome other myfteries in our holy religion , <wt

" Jhould not be able to under (land them , unlefs he mould at

" the fame time think fit to befiow on us fome new powers

" or faculties of the mind , which we want at prefent , and

(t are refierwed to the day of refurreBion to life eternal a."

Jut , my Ham , you muft be weary of quotations . I

a Page 246. will
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will make no more : and in excufe of thofe already made,-
I can only offer, that in comments upon original au¬
thors, quotations are often the beft, and perhaps the only
explanations that can fully anfwer the end propofed. I
mean, that the original fpirit is fo volatile, as not to ad¬
roit of the leaft transfufion. In ordinary com portions,
the eflen.ce may be extracted , and the fubiilelt parts di-
ftilled : but Swift 's fermons appeared a chymical pre¬
paration of fo extraordinary , and penetrating a nature,
that 1 was refolved to fend you as much of the Ethereal
fpirit , as might be fafely conveyed by the pelt.

I mall take no notice of a fourth iermon, as it is evi¬
dently not compofed by the Dean a : but I find, thatT
have omitted to mention two poems of great wit and
humour . They are previous to the fermons. The firft b
was artfully publifhed by Dr . Swift in a manner fo dif¬
ferent from thofe rules of poetry to which he confined
himfelf, that hs hoped the public might miftake it for a
fpurious, or incorrect copy ftolen by memory from his
original poem. He took great pleafure in this fuppofi.-
tion : and I believe it anfwered his expectation. One of
his ftricteft rules in poetry was to avoid triplets. What
can have given rife to fo nice a peculiarity , is difficult to
determine . It might be owing ,only to a Angular turn of
thinking ; but the reafon which he publicly afiigned
feemed not fo much againft the practice itfelf, as againft

a The difficulty of knowing one's flf , p. 255.
b The Life and Genuine CharaBcr of the Reverend Dr.

Swift.
the
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the poets who indulged themfelves in that manner of writ¬
ing . " A cuftom (according to the Dean's opinion) intro-
" duced by lazinefs, continued by ignorance,and eitablifh-
'" ■ed by falfe tafte." With deference to fo great a crkic , it
is a cuftom, that has frequently been purfued with remark¬
able fticcefs. Mr .Dryden abounds in triplets ; and in fome
of his moft ' elegant poems, the third concluding verfe
forms the fineft climax in the wholepiece . Mr .Waller,
the father of all flowing poetry, has generally referved the
niceft point of wit to his triplicate line : and upon an im¬
partial enquiry , it is almoft to be queftkmed, whether, in
many inftances, this defpicable triplet may not add a
greater beauty to a poetical compofition, than any other
circumftance. To be confined, on any terms, by the
links of rhyme, is of great difadvantage to our Englifh
poetry . The fineft poem that we can boaft, and which
we equalize, and perhaps would willingly prefer, to the
Iliad , is void of thofe fetters. But, when it is our de-
fliny to wear chains, furely we may be allowed to make
them as light and eafy as we can.

The fecond poem *, ' entitled, Fer/es on the Death of
Dr . Swift , occctfioncd by reading a Maxim in Roche-
foucault , is amoft pointed piece of farcafm. Not any
of the Dean 's poems have more wit ; nor are any of them,
more fevere. In it he has fummoned together his whole
powers of fatyr and poetry , it is a parting blow ; the
legacy of anger and difappointment ; but as the two lail

» Page 151.
linei
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lines a are grammatically incorreft , and as they were not
inferted in the firft edition publifhed,at Louden, I cannot
tell how they have crept into a poem, that is otherwife
as exaclly polifaed as any of Swift ' s nicell compofi-
tions.

The remaining pieces in this volume are neither wor¬
thy of Swift 's pen, nor of yoar peruial . Many of
them are fpurious, and many more are trifling, and in
every refpeft improper for the public view : fo that
what was ence ludicroufly faid upon a different occafion,
may be applied not only to the laft volume, but indeed to
fome of the former, as " they put us in mind of the fa-
" .mous machine in Winstanley 's water-works, where,
" out of the fame vefl'el, the fpeftators were prefented
" with tea, coffee, chocolate, champaigne , and four
" fmall beer."

/ am, my dear Son,
Tour truly ajfeBionate father , .

ORRERY.

^ €*# §# # €*# # # # €*̂ M *# # # C*## # ^

LETTER XXIII.
\Thave now gone through Faulkner 's edition of
» » Swift 's works ; but there are ftill remaining three of

* That kingdom he hath left his debtor.
I ixiJJj it foon may haue a better,

his
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bis pieces, The Tale of a Tub, the Battle of the Booh in
St . fames 's Library, and The Fragment, which, althoughnot abfoktely owned by the Dean, aut Erafmi funt autDiaboli . »

The firft of thefe, The Tale of a Tub, has made much
noife in the world. It was one of .Swift 's earlieft per¬formances, and has never been excelled in wit and fpirjtby his own, or any other pen. The cenfures that arcpafled upon it, are various. The moft material of whichwere fuch as reflected upon Dr . Swift , in the characteref a clergyman, and a Chriftian. It has been one of the
misfortunes attending Chriftianity, that many of herfons, from a miftaken filial piety, have indulged them-felves in too retrained , and. too melancholy a way of
thinking . Can we wonder then, if a 'book, compofedwith all the force of wit and humour in derifion of fa-
cerdotal tyranny , in ridicule of grave hypocrify, arid
m contempt of phlegmatic ftiffrrefs, mould be wilfullymifconftrued by fome perfons, and ignorantly miftakenby others, as a farcafm and reflection upon the vvhofe
Chriftian Church ? Swift 's ungovernable fpirit of ironyhas fometimes carried him into very unwarrantable flightsof wit. I have remarked fuch paflages with a moft un¬
willing eye. But, let my afteftions of friendthip havebeen ever fo great,- my paternal affe&ion is ftill greater :and I will purfue candour, even with an aching heart,when the purfuit of it may tend to your advantage orinftruction . In the ftyle of truth therefore, I muft ftill
look upon The Tale of a Tub, as no intendedinfult againfl;Chriftianity ; but as a fatyr againfl the wild errors of

th«
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the church of Rome, the How and incomplete reform-
ation of the Lutherans , and the abfurd and affected zeal
of the Prefbyterians. In the character of Peter , we fee
the pope, feated on his pontifical throne, and adorned
with his triple crown. In the picture of Martin , we
view Luther , and the firft reformers : and in the re-
prefentaaon of Jack , we fee John Calvin and his
difciples. The author 's arrows are chiefly directed againft
Peter and Jack . To Martin , he fliews all the in¬
dulgence that the laws of allegory will permit.

The actions of Peter are thea &ions of a man intoxi¬
cated with pride, power , rage, tyranny , and felf-conceit.
Thefe paflions are placed in the molt ridiculous light:
and the effefls of them produce to us the tenets and
doclrines of papal Rome, fuch as purgatory , penance,
images, indulgences, auricular cpnfeffion, tranfubftantia-
tion, and thofe dreadful monfters, the pontifical bull?,
which, according to this ludicrous author , derived their
origin from the famous bulls of Colchos , defcrjbed by
Ovid.

Terrihiles 'vultus, pr&fixcque cornua ferro ;
Puluercumque fclum pede pĵ fawere bifulcoj
Fumifcifque locum mugitibu; imple<vere 3.

" But Lord Peter 's bulls , fays The Tale of a Tub,
" were extremely vitiated by time in the metal of their
"feet , ivhich, from brass , <was?iovj degenerated into
" commonlead . However, the terrible roaring peculiar

» Ovid Metam . Lib . VII . ver. 112.
** t»
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" to their lineage was preferred, as like-njife that faculty

*c of breathing out jire at their nojlrils.^ Thefe pafl-

ages, and many others, no doubt, mult be conflrued as

antichriftian by the church of Rome. When the chief

minifter, and his minions, are expofed, the keener the

fatyr , the more liable is it to be interpreted into high

treafon againft the king.
In the character of Jack , a fet of people were

alarmed, who are eafily offended, and who can fcarce

bear the chearfulnefs of a fmile. In their dictionrry,

wit is only another name for wickednefs : and the purer

or more excellent the wit, the greater and more impious

the abomination. However wide therefore the difference

of Peter and Jack might have been in faihioning their

.coats, the two brothers moil fincerely agreed in their

hatred of an adverfary fo powerful as this anonymous

author . They fpared no unmannerly reflections upon

his character. They had recourfe to every kind of abufe

that could reach him. And fometimes it was the work

of Swift , and his companions : fometimes not a fyl-

lable of it was his work ; it was the work of one of his

uncle's fons, a clergyman : and fometimes it was the

work of a perfon, who was to be namelefs. Each of

thefe malicious conjectures reigned in its turn ; and you

will find, my Hamilton , that bold affertions, however

falfe, -almoft conftantly meet with fuccefs; a kind of

tribmph , that would appear one of the fevereft inftitutes

of fate, if time, and truth , did not foon obliterate att

marks of the vi&ory.

$ Th«
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The critkifms of the Martinifts (whom we may fup*

pofe the members of the church of England ) were , it is
to be hoped , more candid : for Martin, - as I havejuft
now hinted , is treated with a mush lefs degree of far-
cafm than the other two brothers . What relates to him

is fo fhort , that I will venture to tranfcribe it . " 'they
" both [Luther and Calvin ] £< unanhmoufly entered upon
" this great work [The Reformation ] , lookingfome-
" times on their coats , andfometimes on the will . Mar-

TIN laid tf)£ firjl hand ; at one twitch brought off a
" large handful of points ; and , with a fecond pulf,
' ' ftript away ten dozen yards of fringe . But , when he
** had gone thus far , he demurred a while : he knew
" toy well , there yet remained a great deal more to he
" done : however , the frjl heat being over , his 'violence
" began to coot, and he refolded to proceed ' more mode-
" ratcly in the reft of the work ; having already very
" narrowly efcaped a fwinging refit in pulling of the
" points , which , being, tagged with silver (as-
*' we have obferved before} , the judicious workman had,.
" with much fagacity , doulle -fown to preferve them from
" falling ". Refolving therefore to rid his coat of a huge
" quantity of GOLD LACE, he picked up the fitches with
" much caution , and diligently gleaned out all the loofe
" threads as bt went ; which proved to be a work of time,
" Then he fell about the embroidered Indian figures of
" men, women , and children ; againft vjhich , as you have
'•' heard in its due place , their father 's teftamcnt was ex-
" tremely exacl and fevere . Thefe , with much dexterity,
** and application , vjere y "ficr a while , quite eradicated,,

.0 " o»
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" or utterly defaced . For the reft , where be obferved the

" embroidery to be workedfo clofe, as not to be got away

" without damaging the cloth , or where it fewed to hide

" or ftrengthen any flaw in the body of the coat, contracled

" by the perpetual tampering of workmen upon it ; he con-

" eluded, the wifeft cowfe was to let it remain , refolding

" in no cafe whatfocver , that the fubftance of the fluff

" fhouldfuffer injury , which he thought the beft methodfor

" ferwng the true intent and meaning of his father 's

" WILL. And this is the neareji account I have been able

" to collet! o/"Mar .tinV proceedings upn this great r.mio-
" lution ."

The church of England can fcarce be angry at fuch a

favourable account of Luther . : efpecially as we have

fince reformed from Luther himfelf , and , fo far as our

judgments can teach us , have reftored our habits ftill

nearer to the original falhion , which they bore at the

perfection of the Teftament . The beft , and , what is more

extraordinary , the mod ferious apology , that can be made

for the author , was written by himfelf , and is dated

June 3, 1709 ; from which time , it has been constantly

printed in a prefatory manner to the work itfelf . In

this apology , Dr . Swift candidly acknowledges , that

" There are J ever al youthful fallies , which ,from the grave

" and the wife , may deferme a rebuke ." And further

adds , that " He will forfeit his life , if any one opinion

" can fairly be deduced from the hook, which is contrary

" to religion or morality . "
The dedication to Prince Poflerity will pleafe ydu _;

nor will you be lefs entertained by the feveral digrefjions
O z which
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which are written in ridicule of bad critics , dull com¬
mentators , and the whole fraternity of Grub -ftreet phi-
lofophers . The Introduction abounds with wit and hu¬

mour : but the author never lofes the leaft opportunity
of venting his keeneft fatyr againft Mr . Dryden , and
confequently loads with infults the greateft , although the
leali profperous , of our Englifti poets . Vet who can
avoid , fniiling , when he finds the Hind and Panther men¬

tioned as a complete alfirac 'l o/Jixtcen thoufandfehoolmen,

and whenJToMMY Potts is fuppofed written by the fame
hand , as a fupflement to the firmer <work ? I am willing
to imagine , that Dryden , in fome manner or other,
had oitended my friend Dr . Swift , who , otherwife , I
hope , would have been more indulgent to the errors of
a man oppreffed by poverty , driven on by party , and
bewildered by religion.

But although our fatyrical author , now -and -then,
may have indulged himfelf in fome perfonal animofities,
or may have taken freedoms not fo perfectly confiftent
with that folemn decency , which is required from a
clergyman ; yet , throughout the whole piece , there is
a vein of ridicule and good humour , that laughs pe¬
dantry and affectation into the loweft degree of contempt,
and expofes the character of Peter and Jack in fuch a
manner , as never will be forgiven , and never can be
anfwered.

The Battle of the Booh took its rife from the contro-
verfy between Sir William Temple and Mr . Wotton:
a controverfy which made much noife , and employed
many pens , towards the latter end of the lait century.

This
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This humorous treatife is drawn up in an heroic comic

ftyle, in which Swift , with great wit and fpirit, gives

the victory to the former. The general plan is excellent;

but particular parts are defective. The frequent chafms

puzzle and interrupt the narrative : they neither convey

any latent ideas, nor point out any diftant or occult far-

cafms. Some characters are barely touched upon, which

might have been extended ; others are enlarged, which

might have been contracted. The name of Horace is

fcarce inferted, and Virgil is introduced only for an

opportunity of comparing his tranflator Dryden , to the

Lady in a Lobfier: to a Moufe undera Canopy of State •

and to afirinjelled Beau *wzthin the Pentbou/e of a full -bot¬

tomed Pariuiig . Thefe fim.ili.es carry the true ftamp of

ridicule : but rancour muft be very prevalent in the heart

of an author , who could overlook the merits of Dry-

den ; many of whofe dedications and prefaces are as fine

compofnions, and as juft pieces of criticifm, as any irr,our

language. The tranflation of Virgil was a work of

hafte and indigence : Dryden was equal to the under¬

taking , but unfortunate during the conduct of it.
And now, as I have mentioned Virgil , and as I in¬

dulge myfelf in an unlimited manner ofexpreffing to you

my thoughts, I muft plead that kind of habit for infert-

ing a conjecture, which, perhaps, is purely chimerical,

but which, in the purfuit of it , has given me no fmali

degree of pleafure, as the motive tends to vindicate one

of your favourite poets from the cenfure of ingratitude.
The critics have been juftly furprifed, thatV iRGit,

fcems entirely to have neglected Horace , when it is
O 3 evident,
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evident, that Horace takes frequent occafions of ex-
preffing the greateft tendernefs, efteem, and gratitude,
for Virgil . They have endeavoured to account for
this neglect, by fuppofmg, thatfome of Virgil 's poems
have been loft ; otherwife, who could imagine, that the
author of the iEneid ihould have pa-fled over in filence
the name of fo excellent, and fo eftimable a friend ? In
the Greek and Roman writers it is not to be doubted,
that there are many expreffions, which, at the time when
written , were evident marks to diftinguifh particular
characters . Thefe , by the courfe of years, are now ren.
dered doubtful and obfcure. Horace ' s Glyconwas al¬
ways taken for a gladiator , till at the bottom of the ftatue
of the Hercules Farnese an old infcription was dis¬
covered, that {hews it was fo called from the name of
the famous fculptor who made it . Many paflages in
Mr . Pope ' s poems, which are now eafily explained, mays
in a few centuries, become entirely unintelligible , and
(exeufe the improbability of the circumftance) when it is
no longer remembered that he lived at Ituitnam , he
will no longer be known for the Swan ofThatnes.

Virgil , in his Eclogues, celebrates Pollio , Varus,
and Gallus , and he dedicates his Georgics to Mecs>
kas : but in the iEneid , he could not introduce any of
his cotemporaries, except by feigned names : and even
then, the connexion of the fable muft be preferved, and
{bme poetical differences muft be allowed. Such a con-
duel has induced fome of the commentators to affix vari.
ous names to particular characters in the iEneid . They
have mentiojied Marius , Pompey , Curio , and others;

but
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but their hints and lketches have been imperfect, and

-written at random.
Bifhop Atterbury is more explicit. That learned

prelate, in all the elegance and delicacy, of criticifrrj
illuftrates the paflage relating to I apis , and fixes to it
the name and character of Antonius Musa , an emi¬

nent phyfician, and polite fcholar, at Rome. The Barry a

of his day.
From thefe attempts , I have been encouraged to

fearch for the character of Horacb ; and inftead of an

imperfeft pifture , I hope, I ihall be able to point out a

very remarkable likenefs in the following lines.

El amicum Cretca mufis,

Cretea mufarum comitem, cui carmina femper
Et cithara cordi, numerofque intendere nermis ;

Semper equos, at que arma <virum, pugnafque sanehat.

Anode in Horace , which appears, by the mention of

Tiridates , to have been written at the fame time with

the feventh book of Virgil , bears a very finking re-

femblance to fome part of this quotation . You remem¬

ber

Mufis amicus trifiitiam et metus
Iradam proteruis in mare Creticum

Portare uentis.

The Mufis amicus was, in all probability , a fynony-
Bious name of Horace , by which he was then diibn-

* Dr . Edward Barry of Dublin. ,
O 4 guifhed,
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guifhed, and perfectly well known at Rome. Such an ap¬
pellation might be given to him from this gay and fpirit-
ed ode. He begins it, by delivering at once all his cares
and fears to be buried in the Cretan fea. Tibullus
and Anacreon have the fame general fentiment ; but
Horace choofes this particular part of the ocean for the
eternal grave of all his cares. A circumftance which
might occafion Virgil to give him the name of Cre-
teas : and I dare fay, Ham , you will agree with me in
obferving, that Virgil repeats that name with a cer¬
tain tendernefs and efteem, as if he was unwilling to quit
the fubjec\ and as if he could wifh to dwell longer in the
defcription of fo excellent a genius, and fo remarkable a
poet.

But the line,

Et citharts cordi, xumerofque intend ere nervis,

feerhs dire&ly to point out Horace , and to celebrate
him for his lyric performances. Monsieur Dacier,
in the preface to his Horace , gives an hiftory of the pro-
grefs and decay of lyric poetry . He obferves, that from
the foundation of Rome to the reign of Augustus
CiESAR(a fpace of above feven hundred years) not ona
lyric poet had appeared. Horace was the firft Roman,
who, with a furprifmg natural genius, having ftudied and
acquired the beauty and ftrength of numbers, formed
himfelf upon the Grecian plan, and became the belt La-
tin lyric poet of the Augnftah age, From whence, it

almoft
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almoft evidently appears, that this paffage can only be
adapted to him.

Thus far, without ftraining the explanation of tliefe
lines, I would willingly hope, that the features of Ho¬
race are difcernible. The laft verfe indeed does not
feem to anfwer fo exattly his poetical character.

Semper equos, atque arma <virum, pugnafque canehat.

Let us try, if we cannot banifli the objection, and efta-
blifh a perfett confirmation of the refemblance.

Several of the odes of Horace are remarkably fine in
the warlike ftrain, particularly the ode to Augustus
after the battle of ASium, when the fenate had agreed t0
addrefs folemn hymns to the Emperor in the fame man¬
ner as to the celeftial deities. The ode beginning Ccelo
tonantem, and occasioned by the conqueft over the Bri¬
tons and Perfians, is full of fire. But the addrefs to
Asinius Pollio breathes war and flaughter ftill, in a
more exalted ftrain.

Jam nunc mlnaci murmure cornuum
Perftringis aures : jam litui Jirepunt :

Jam fulgor armorum fugaces
Terret equos, equitumque<vultus.

Monsieur San 'adon obferves, that this ftanza, and
the four which follow it, are written with the greater!
fpirit of lyric poetry . His expreffion is La force de
Paefie lyrique ne va point eu de la.

It is very certain , that Horace was a perfect, matter
of the poetical array of battle, the din of war, and the found

of
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of clarions : or , in the words of Virgil , eqws,atque arma.
•virum , pugnafque canebat . But , notwithftanding his
•powers in that ftyle , he feems conftantly defirous of de¬
clining any long poem , or laboured performance , upon
thefe fubjefts . In his ode beginning Matum ex Metella,
he advifes Asinius Pollio to lay afide all intentions of
writing tragedy , and he farther urges him to complete a
poem upon the civil wars , between Antony and Oc-
-tavius : but he damps this advice , by pointing oat the
jdanger of the theme . He tells PolliOj

Piricttlofee plenum opus alea
'Xradas ; et incedis per ignes

Svppofitos cineri dolofo.

Thus , while he expatiates upon the difficulty of the
undertaking , he fhews himfelf fuperior to the labours
that deter him . As a Poet , we may fee affured he was
equal to the talk : as a politician , we may prefume , he
avoided it . He was unwilling to remind his imperial
matter of a war , in which he had appeared in arms
againft his prince : and in which , the character of Au¬
gustus had not been drftinguifhed with the moll perfeft
jdegree of luftre . Yet , that fuch a kind of work was
expedled from him , may undoubtedly be deduced from
what he fays in one of his odes to Mjec/enas.

Tuque pedejlrilus
Dices lifloriis pralia Ccefaris,

hluanas , melius.
Here
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Here you fee, Horace affigns to his patron Mec/enas

all the laurels that might accrue from a complete poem
upon the wars of Augustus : and in another place, the
poet, with more modefty than jullice , fays,

Cupidum, pater optime, nires
Dcficiunt: neque enim quiilis horrentia pills
.Agmina, nec fracia pereuntes cufpide Gallos,
JLut labentis equo defcribat nulncra Parthi.

Thefe lines are in fuch a drain, as to demor.llrate the
powers of the mufe much lefs deficient than the will.
It is very probable therefore, that , during the time,
while the public expectations were raifed in hopes of
feeing Horace undertake fome poem entirely formed
upon the military plan, Virgil might have compofed
that part of the iEneid from whence I have drawn my
quotation , and might very jultly have given Horace
the charafter of Crete as, not only in confeqaence of
the odes already written , but under a kind of certainty,
of feeing future and more pcrfeft poems in the fame
ftrain. ^

I fubmit to your judgment , whether thefe furmifes
are juft. I really think they bear a great referoblance to
truth . Pofitive affertions on fuch doubtful points, I
leave to more eUablifhed critics : and return from the

civil wars in Italy, to the civil wars in St James 's library.
The two chief heroes among the modern generals, are

Wotton and Benti .ev . Their figures are difplayed
in the moil difadvantageous attitudes. The former is

defcribed,
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defcribed, full of fpleen, dulnefs, and ill manners. The
latcsr is reprefented, tall , without Jhapt or-comelinefs": '
large, without ftrength or proportion. But, I will not
anticipate your future pleafure in reading a performance
that you will probably wiih, longer, and more complete.

The Battle , which is maintained by the antients with
great fuperiority of ftrength, though not of numbers,
ends with the demolition of Bentley and his friend
Wotton by the lance of your grandfather . And here,
my fon, it is not poffible for me to avoid taking notice of
one particular paflage relating to my father. " Boyle,
" fays the author , clad in a fuit of armour, which had
" BEEN GIVEN HIM BY ALL THE CODS , advanced tQ-

" wards the trembling foe, who now fled before him " %
I fhall not difpute about the gift of the armour : but

thus far I will venture to obferve, that the gods never
bellowed celeftial armour, except upon heroes, whofe
courage, and fuperior' ftrength, diftinguifned them from
the reft: of mankind ; whofe merits and abilities were
already confpicuous ,• and who could wield, though
young , the fword of Mars , and adorn it with all the
virtues of Minerva : and let me allure you, my deareft
Hamilton , that your grandfather fuftained the cha¬
racter, which he had fo early acquired, to the lad moment
of his life, and, on many occafions, exerted his abilities
in fuch a manner, as evidently fhewed, that he wanted
neither armour , nor extraordinary afilftance, to add to
his firft vidory fuch fuperior ornaments, as will for ever
be repofited among the brighteft trophies, in the temple
of fame.

But
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Bat before I quit this fubjeft , give me leave to own

how fenfibly I felt the force of an arrow directed from

his hand . The wound , I believe , was not defigned to

be Lifting . It was given in a paffion , and upon an ex¬

traordinary occafion : but afterwards he was fo delirous

to heal it , by a return of the greateil degree of friend-

fhip and affection , that he had direfted the remaining

fear to be entirely erafed , when his unexpected and too

fudden death prevented the completion of his kind in¬

tentions , and the perfeftion of my cure . With difficulty

I furvived the fliock . As it was not in my power to

avoid the fevere decree , I obeyed : and , by my obedi¬

ence , have flattered myfelf , that I fubrnitled to the will

of heaven . However , I have fmce thought , that I

could not offer a more grateful facrifice to his manes,

than by exerting thofe faculties , which he had , at firft,

cultivated with fo much care ; and had depreffed , at

laft , perhaps only to raife them higher . Oh my fon !

how often have I reflefted upon the happinefs of ./Eneas,

in hearing the ghoft of Anchises fay,

Sic cquidem ducelam ammo rehai que futurum,

Ttmpora dinumerans : nec me mea cura fefellit!

The name of my honoured father has infenfibly drawn

me into this digreffion , which , to fpeak the truth , I

look upon as due to his memory , to my own fentiments,

and to your filial tendernefs.
The Fragment , or a Difcourfe concerning the mechanical

t$ (ration of the Spirit , is a fatyr againft enthufiafm , and
thofe
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thofe affected infpirations , which conftantly begin in
folly , and very often end in vice . In this treatife , the
author has revelled in too licentious a vein of farcafm :

many of his ideas are naufeous , fome are indecent , and

others have an irreligious tendency : nor is the piece it-

felf equal in wit and humour either to The Tale of a Tub,

or The Battle of the Books. 1 lhould conftantly choofe

rather to praife , than to arraign , any part of my friend

Swift ' s writings : but in thofe tracts , where he tries to

make us uneafy with ourfelves , and unhappy in our

.prefent exiftence , there , I mult yield him up entirely to
cenfure.

/ am, dear Hamilton,

Your mojl affeQhnate Father,

ORRERY,

t ^ esrŷo ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 0̂ ? Ĉ ^ °P ^ ^ °̂ ^0 ^ ^ ^ ^ 9 '̂ ^P
^ ^ ^ (̂ i ^ c& ÂjctoiAJtW

LETTER XXIV.
"pvR Swift left behind him few manufcripts . Not

one of any confequence , except an account of the

peace of Utrecht , which he called an Hiftory of the four

loft Tears of Queen Anne . The title of an hiftory is too

pompous for fuch a performance . In the hiftorical ftyle,

it wants dignity , and candour : but as a pamphlet , it

will appear the bell defence of Lord Oxford ' s admini-
ftratton,
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ftration, and the clearer! account of the treaty oSUtrechtt
that has hitherto been written.

In fome of his leifure hours,, he had begun an hifiory
of England,, and had purfued it through two or three
reigns, from William the Conqueror . The contempt
which he conceived of our antient monarchs, made him
fbon lay the defign afide. His averfion to kings was in¬
vincible. You will fay perhaps^ this averfion ŵas rooted
in pride : poffibly it might : bat , in your courfe of read¬
ing, you will find fo veiy few princes whofe merits and
abilities entitle them even to-a crown of rufhes, that you-
will probably think no fmall degree of prudence neceffary
to reconcile us to a monarchical Hate. What has not
this nation fuffered from our former princes i -Even from
the beft of them ? If we fpeak candidly of our boaffed
Queen Elizabeth , fhe was, in many infrances, a ty„
rant : but fhe was a tyrant with fenfe and dignity . She
knew the true intereft of-the nation, and fhe purfued it 5.
but file purfued it in an arbitrary manner. She was
fortunate in the time of reigning : for her character has
been exalted by the want of merit in her fucceffor, from
whofe mifconduft gulhed forth that torrent of mifer\>
which not only bore down his fon, bat overwhelmed the
three kingdoms . If you afe what were the precious
fruits of the reiteration ? the anfwer will be, An ex¬
change only from one confufion to another : from jea*
loufies between general Monk, and Lambert , to jea-
loufies between the dukes of Tori and Manmoutb-: a
perpetual rotation of falfe politics : a king with the heft-
natuved difpofition imaginable, fuffering innocent blood

tQ
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to be fhed without remorfe. Or, if you enquire, what

was the effeft of a lawful fovereign ? A lhameful fub-

miffion to a neighbouring kingdom, which, not long

before, had trembled at the frowns of an ufurper. Such

was the fate of poor England! To thefe wretched times,

fucceeded the religious fooleries, and the weak attempts,
of James the fecond. Then followed the revolution.

But, I inuft defcend no lower. Let us therefore turn

our eyes from home, and take a momentary view of

other nations. If we look towards antient Rome, and

confider her firlt feven monarchs, how wicked, or how

infignilicant, were their characters ? And, when the name

of Monarch was changed into that of Emperor, what a

tyrannical pack of Caesars pafs before our eyes ? Many

of them, the greateft monfters that human nature ever

produced : yet thefe were lords, emperors, and kings
of the world . If you read the Old Teftament , and con-

fult the Chronicles of the kings of Judah , you will find

them a fet of the proudeft, and the mod obftinate princes

upon earth . Tell me then, my Hamilton , is not

fuch a retrofpeft enough to difguft us againft kings ? Bad

as it is, it muft not difguft an Englifhman. We ought

ever to regard , honour , and preferve, our original con-

flitution , which of all regal ftates is the beft framed in the

univerfe. The balance of our government is hung indeed

in the niceft manner imaginable : a fingle hair will turn

it "; but when it is held exaftly even, there cannot be a

finer fyftem under heaven : and I muft freely own to

you , that I think our kings have been often lefs blame-
able than their people. You remember the exclamation
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of the Scotchman, upon feeing the flatteries paid to
James the firft at his acceffion, " By my faul , men, yon
" feulijh folk nvill fpoil a geud king?'' The Scotchman
was in the right : but we continued in our fcolifh ways
to James and his fucceffors. Our courtly adulations are
always outrageous , we know no bounds. The perfon
flattered, muft be more than human, not to be fometimes
blinded by fuch perpetual ineenfe. Perhaps we borrow
this kind of fervility from the French, who, in the Lift
century , beftowed the title of just upon Lewis the
thirteenth , during whofe reign, fuch repeated afts of
cruelty , oppreffion, and injuftice, were perpetrated , as.
fcarce any other annals can produce.

An additional excufe, that may be made for the
errors of our Englijb kings, is the different treatment
which they find at the beginning, from what they receive
at the latter end of their reigns. At the beginning , all
is fmoothnefs, all is joy and felicity-: tut the fun-lhire
is feldom of a very long duration . Clouds of jealoufy
arife, and the whole atmofphere of the court is foon
filled with noxious vapours, with heart-burnings, ani-
mofities, and perfonal altercations between minifters:
which often afcend to fuch a height , as even to moleft
the king in his chair of ftate. Delirant Achi<vi, ple-
ffuntur rcges. Thele are the unhappy effects that proceed,
as I have before obferved, from the very nobleft caufe,
the thirft of liberty . A free people are conftantly jeaious
of their rights. A wife king will preferve to them thofe
rights, and by fuch a maxim will eftablifli his own But,
the great misfortune of our former Englijb princes has

P been
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been their indolent fubmiffion to the name, without the

leaft attempt of difcharging the duties of a fovereign. The
life of fuch a prince mud have proved inglorious to his
people, and unhappy to kimfelf. He muft have found him-
felf only the fecond perfon in. his kingdom , nay perhaps
the third or fourth -r the leviathans of power being feldom,.
if ever, without their coadjutors : and in that cafe, it is
a point of condefcenfion, to permit their royal mailer ta
be one of the group . Our Englijh commentaries, , which,
are in truth a very melancholy, and a very reproachful
hiflory, give us many mortifying inftances of this kind-
I live fo detached from the great world, and I keep
myfelf at fuch a diflance from the high commerce of po¬
litics, that I know little or nothing of the prefent times j.
and therefore caa only inftrudr. you from my reading,
and not from my experience. Your fate perhaps may
lead you to have admittance to the facred clofet, or to
approach the exalted Heps of the throne . If that honour
is in referve for you, ufe it in fuch a manner, as lhall
fhew, that you think yourfelf accountable to God , and
your country, for every a&ion of your life. Begin by
conquering your own prejudices,, and then endeavour to

conquer thofe of your mailer. Make him in love with
parliaments,, but let thofe parliaments be free. Bring,
him thoroughly acquainted , even with the minutell
branch of the conftitution. Study his honour . Prevent
his paffions. Correft his errors. Keep England ever
uppermoft in your thoughts : and confider the king of
England as only born for the good of his people. Shield
him, if poffible,, from flattery : it is a rock more fatal

t»
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to princes, than Charybdisever was to mariners. Guide

his leifure to manly employments, fuch as may preferye

him from the enervating delicacies of a court . In your

public capacity forget your relations, and your private

friends. Know none but the friends of your country.

Defpife all dignities that you have not more than

thoroughly deferved. Fear nothing but your own con-

fcience. Aim at nothing but the profperity of the ftate.

Remember , that Great Britain is an ifland ; and that

nature , by detaching it from the continent , has rendered

our fituation particularly fortunate : and has pointed out

to us, in what element our chief ftrength is deftined.

Cherim upon all occafions our naval armament : and

fail not to oppofe your voice, againft any greater

number of land-forces than are abfolutely neceflary : I

had almolt faid, neceflary for reviews in Hyde Park . A

king , who enjoys the true affeclion of his people, will

never ftand in need of foldiers to defend him. He will

dread no competitor : he will apprehend no domeftic

danger . He will diftinguifh which of the powers abroad

are his natural and political enemies, and which are fo

fituated, as to require his friendfhip and alliance. lie

will attend to the improvement of the colonies in the Weft

Indies, and to the different branches of trade that may

fafely and wifely be encouraged in the three different

kingdoms.
You find, my Hamilton , that I fuppofe your ima¬

ginary fovereign capable of receiving inftrmSion, and

you of giving it . But far be it from me to wifli you his

only counfellor, or (to exprefs myfelf more properly ) his
P z fole
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fole miiiiiter : one, who. draws every thing within the
vortex of his owrfpower : who is at once admiral,
general, treafurer , archbifhop, judge , and perpetual le-
giflator. Such a kind of magiftrate is odious to the
Englijh conftitution.

If from the two houfes of parliament you feparate or
withdraw the king , the government will remain in the
form of a republic, where every man has his part allot¬
ted to him, and is to co-operate with the reft, for the
benefit of the collective body of the people. What
then is the king ? Only the fir ft and chief magiftrate,
who acts in a fuperior degree to the reft. All dignities,
all honours, flow from the crown. Such a power alone,
exclufive of every other , will give a prince fufficient
authority throughout all his dominions : but he has
many more prerogatives. He has the glorious privilege
of pardoning offences, and rewarding great aftions :
while the odious, or at leaft the reluctant parts of juris¬
diction, fuch as punilhment , and condemnation, are al¬
lotted to his officers; to himfelf alone, is left the god¬
like power of mercy and forgivenefs. From hence per¬
haps, kings have thought themfelves reprefentatives of
God . Would to God , they thought themfelves repre¬
fentatives of the people ! The law, indeed, generoufly
looks upon the king as incapable of doing wrong . Of
what pernicious confequence therefore muft be the inter-
pofition of a fingle man between the king and the
people ? How much muft he eclipfe his mailer's glory,
and the profperity of the ftate ? His fituation will necef-
farily make him aft in an arbitrary manner. He is

anfwerable
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anfwerable to the laws ; and, if his orders are disputed,

he is unhinged ; if they are difobtyed, he is undone, un-
lefs he has artfully brought his adverfaries to a greater
degree of corruption than himfelf ; and, in that cafe,———
But I muft remember the boundaries of a letter , and

muft. confider, that , having already finifhed my moft
material obfervations upon the life and writings of the
Dean of St. Patrick 's, it is time to draw towards an

end . I originally chofe the topic, my deareft Hamilton,
becaufe few characters could have afforded fo great a
variety of faults and beauties. Few men have been more
known and admired, or more envied and cenfured, than

Dr . Swift . From the gifts of nature, he had great
powers, and, from the imperfection of humanity, he had
many failings. I always confidered him as an AbJiraSi
and brief chronicle of the times; no man being better ac¬
quainted with human nature, both in the higheft, and in
the loweft fcenes of life. His friends, and correfpond-
ents, were the greateft and moft eminent men of the

age . The fages of antiquity were often the companions
of his clofet : and although he induftrioufly avoided an
orientation of learning, and generally chofe to dra'Whis
materials from his own ftore, yet his knowledgelin the
anrient authors evidently appears from the ftreftgth of
his fentiments, and the claflic correflnefs of his ftyle.

You muft have obferved, my dear fon, that I could
not fubmit to be confined within the narrow limits of

biographical memoirs. I have gone into a more exten-
five field, and, in my progrefs, I wifh I may have
thrown out fuch hints, as ihall tend to form your mind

P 3 to



.214 REMARKS ON THE LIFE, &c.
to virtue and learning : the ultimate end of all my willies,
and all my cares. Heaven grant , my Hamilton , that
I may deferve from you, the honour which Horace
pays to his father {Infus<vit pater hoc me, uifugerem ex-
tmplis •vitiorum, & c.J , when you drop a filial tear over
the grave of

Tour mojl affeclionate Father,

your Jincereft friend , and

jour happy Companion,

lekefler Fields, ORRERY,
duguji 28, 1751.

Tfc END.
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