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LETTER I*
To the Honourable

HAMILTON BOYLE,
Student of Chrifl-Church College

in OXFORD.

My dtar Hamilton ",

Want no motive to gratify your reqseft
of hearing often from me, especially as
your letters always give me a particular
pleafure . I read them over not only
with the fbndnefs of a father , but with

the affe&ion of a friend . They revive in my mind, the
agreeable hours which attend a ftudious life, in that ele¬
gant feat of the mufes, from whence they are tlated . la
fuch a fituation, amidft the belt authors , atid in a free
converfation with men of letters , you will be able to
adorn your mind, and give it a ferene and a juflrway of
thinking : And I mall have the happinefs not only of
feeing you forming yourfelf every day for public life,
but rendered more capable of exerting your faculties,
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2 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
with dignity and advantage to your country , and with
a riling reputation to yourfelf.

For my own part , early difappointments , the perplexed
ftate of my affairs, indifferent health , and many other
untoward incidents , all contributed to make me, even in
my earlieft part of life, too fond of retirement . Years
have encreafed the inclination , and time rather con¬
firms, than corrects the error ; however , I have not fuf-
fered my mind to be totally inactive : but by holding as
little conneftion as poffible with the living , I have em¬
ployed myfelf in converfing, and forming an acquaintancewith the dead : and have from thence received more real
fatisfadlion and improvement , than probably might have
attended me, had I been directed in the purfuit of fame,
fortune , or ambition.

I am much pleafed that you approve of my obferva-
tibns on Pliny ' s letters . I engaged in that work , with
a defign of pointing out, to your brother Lord Boyle,
the amiable qualities of that elegant Roman . But I
cannot reft fatisfied unlefs I offer to you alfo, fome pub¬
lic token of my paternal affection : and therefore , I have
lately been examining the works of Dr . Swift , with
an intention of gathering materials for my future corre*
fpondence with you : and here, my dear Hamilton , I
dedicate to you, thofe criticifms which have occurred to
me ; and mall mix with them fuch particulars of his life
and charafter , as I flatter myfelf, may tend at leaft to
your entertainment , if not to-your improvement.

Let me begin by giving you a fhort but general view
of Swift 's character.
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT, g
He was in the decline of life when I knew him. His

friendihip was an honour to me, and to fay the truth,
I have even drawn advantage from his errors . I have
beheld him in all humours and difpofitions, and I have
formed various fpeculations from the feveral weakneffes,
to which I obferved him liable . His capacity and
ftrength of mind were undoubtedly equal to any talk
whatever . His pride , his fpirit , or his ambition , call it
by what name you pleafe, was boundlefs : but , his
views were checked in his younger years , and the anxiety
of that difappointmeht had a vifible effeft upon all his
actions. He was four and fevere , but not abfolutely
ill-natured . He was fociable only to particular friends,
and to them only at particular hours . He knew polite-
nefs more than he pradlifed it . He was a mixture of
avarice , and generality : the former , was frequently pre¬
valent , the latter , feldom appeared , unlefs excited by
compafiion. He was open to adulation , and could not,
or would not diftinguifh between low flattery , and juft
applaufe . His abilities rendered him fuperiour to envy.
He was undifguifed and perfectly fmcere. I am induced,
to think , that he entered into orders , more from fome
private and fixed refolution, than from abfolute choice :
be that as it may, he performed the duties of the church
with great punctuality , and a decent degree of devotion.
He read prayers rather in a ftrong nervous voice, than
in a graceful manner : and altho1 he has been often ac-
cufed of irreligion , nothing of that kind appeared in his
converfation or behaviour . His call of mind induced
him to think , and fpeak more of politics than of religion.

£2 His



4 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
His perpetual views were dire&ed towards power : and
liis chief aim was to be removed into England : but when
he found himfelf entirely difappointed , he turned his
thoughts to oppofition, and became the patron of Ire¬
land, in which country he was born . Here it may not
be improper to obferve to you, that many of his friends
imagined him a native of England, and many others , I
know not whether to call them friends or enemies, were
willing to fuppofe him the natural fon of Sir William
.Temple . Neither of thefe fafts are true . He was born
in Dublin, November the thirtieth , in the year lixteen
hundred and fixty feven, and was carried into England
foon after his birth , by his nurfe, who being obliged to
crofs the fea, and having a nurfe's fondnefs for the child
at her brealt , conveyed him on fhip-board , without the
knowledge of his mother or relations , and kept him with
her at Whitehaven in Cumberland, during her refidence
three years at that place. This extraordinary event
made his return feem as if he had been tranfplanted to
Ireland, rather than that he had owed his original ex-
ifteiice to that foil. But perhaps , he tacitly hoped to in?
fpire different nations with a contention for his birth : at
leafl; in his angry moods, when he was peevilh, and
provoked at the ingratitude of Ireland, he was frequently-
heard to fay, " I am not of this vile country , I am an
" Englishman." Such an affertion, although meant fi¬
guratively , was often received literally : and the report
was ftifi farther alTifted by Mr . Pope, who in one of hi»
letters has this expreffion, *' Tho ' one or two of our
«< friends afe gone, fincc you faw your native country,

«« there



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT, 5
" there remain a few. * " But Dr . Swift , in his
cooler hours, never denied his country-: on the con¬
trary , he frequently mentioned , and pointed out the
houfe where he was born . The other fuggeftion con¬
cerning the illegitimacy of his birth , is equally ralfe.
Sir William Temple was employed as a minifter
abroad from the year fixteen hundred and fixty five, to
the year fixteen hundred and feventy : firft at Bruffeh,
and afterwards at the Hague, as you will find by his;
correfpOndence with the Earl of Arlingttm, and other
minifters of ftate : fo that Dr . Swift ' s mother , who
never croffed the fea, except from England to Ireland,
was out of all poffibility of a perfonal correfpondence
with Sir .William Temple , till fome years after her
fon's birth.

I have already mentioned to you the exa£fc place,
and date of Doctor Swift 's nativity , but the roles of
biography make it neceffary to give you fome account
of his family . It (hall be as fhort as pofltble, fince,
although his anceftors were perfons of very decent , and
reputable characters , he himfelf has been the herald to
blazon the dignity of their coat . His grandfather was
the Reverend Mr . Thomas .Swift , Vicar of Goedridge
near R<fs in Hereford/hire. He enjoyed a paternal eftatc
in that county , which is ftill in poffeflion of his great
grandfon Deane Swift , Efq ; He die&in the year fix¬
teen hundred and fifty eight , leaving fix fons, Grow in,
Thomas , Dryden , William , Jonathan and Adam.

* Letter LXXX . Mr. Pope to Dr . Swift , March
fj ? 1736-7.
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6 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
Two of them only, Godwin and Jonathan , left fons.
The defcendants of Godwin are mentioned in Guil-
lim ' s heraldry . Jonathan married Mrs . Abigail
Erick of Leicejlerjbire, by whom he had one daughter
and a fon. The daughter was born in the firft year of
Mr . Swift 's marriage ; but he lived not to fee the
birth of his fon % who was called Jonathan , in me¬
mory of his Father , and became afterwards the fa¬
mous Dean of St. Patrick 's. .

The greatell part of Mr . Jonathan Swift 's income
had depended upon agencies, and other employments
of that kind : fo that moft of his fortune periftied with
Mm : and the remainder being the only fupport that his
widow could enjoy, the care, tuition , and expence of
her two children devolved upon her hufband ' s elder
brother , Mr . Godwin Swift , who voluntarily became
their guardian , and fupplied the lofs which they had
fuftained in a father ... Mrs . Swift , about two years
after her hulband 's death , quitted Ireland, and retired to
Ldcejler, the place of her nativity.

The faculties of the mind, appear and fhine forth at
different ages in different men . The infancy of Doftor
Swi ft pafled on without any marks of diitinttion . At fix
years old, he was fent to fchoolat Kilkenny, and about
eight years afterwards, he was entered a ftudent of Trinity
College in Dublin. He lived there in perfedl regula¬
rity , and under an entire obedience to the ftatutes : but
the morofenefs of his temper , often rendered him very

a Doclor Swift was born two months afier his fa¬
ther's death.

3 anacceptable



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 7
unacceptable to his companions ; fp that he was little
regarded , and lefs beloved . Nor were the academi¬
cal exercifes agreeable to his genius . He held logic
and metaphyiics in the utmoft contempt , and he fcarce,
conlidered mathematics and natural philofophy , unlefs
to turn them into ridicule . The ftudies which he fol¬
lowed were hiftory and poetry . In thefe he made a
great progrefs ; but to all other branches of fcience he
had given fo very little application , that when he ap¬
peared as a candidate for the degree of Batchelor of
Arts , he was fet afide on account of infufficiency.

You will be furprifed at fuch an incident in his life :
"but the fadl; was undoubtedly true : and even at lalt he
obtained his admiffion ffeciali gratia : a phrafe which
in that Univerlity carries with it the utmoll marks of
reproach . It is a kind of dishonourable degree , and the
record of it, notwithftanding Dr . Swift ' s prefent efta-
blilhed character throughout the learned world , mult
for ever remain againft him in the academical regifter
at Dublin.

' Ambition , you will agree with me, could fcarce
have met with a feverer blow . Hercules found him-
felf fet afide for want of ftrength ; or, if admitted
among the wreftlers, admitted only by favour and in¬
dulgence ; ytt Hill he mull be confcious, that he was
Hercules . Difappointments , the earlier they happen
in life, the deeper impreffion they make upon the heart.
Swift was full of indignation at the treatment which
he had received in Ireland, and therefore refolved to
purfue his ftudies at Oxford. However , that he might
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g REMARKS ON THE LIFE
be admitted ad eundem, he was obliged to carry with
Jlim the Teftimoniumof his Degree.

The expreflion Jfeciali gratia is fo peculiar, to the
Univerfity of Dublin, that when Mr . Swift exhibited
his Teftimonial at Oxford, the members of the Englijh
Univerfity concluded, that the words fpeciali gratia
muft fignify a degree conferred in reward of extraor¬
dinary diligence, or learning .. You may imagine , he
did not try to undeceive them . He was immediately
admitted ad eundem, and chofe to enter himfelf of Hart
Hall , now Hartford College, where he cqnllantly refided
(fome vifits to his mother at Leicefier, and to Sir Wu-
li am Temple at Moore Park excepted ) till he took
his degree as Mafter of Arts , which , if I remember
rightly , was in the year ninety one.

Having attended my friend Swift thus far in his
road of life, let me reft a little before I proceed far¬
ther with him in the journey , and let me defire you
to keep this letter , as I intend that it fhall be followed
hereafter by others of the fame fort , and relating to the
fame perfon.

Iam , my dearefi Ham-iltoij,

j/eur affeftiotiate Father,

ORRERY,
5§l t ; ~ »r -* % - ■"
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