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s REMARKS ON THE LIFE
with dignity and advantage to your éountry, and with
a rifing reputation to'yourfelf,

For my own part, early difappointments, the perplexed
ftate of my affairs, indifferent health, and many other
untoward incidents, all contribited to make me, even in
my carlieft part of life, too fond of retirement. Years
have encreafed the inclination, and time rather com-
firms, than corre&®s the erfor ; however, T have not fuf-
fered ‘my mind to be totally ina&ive : but by holding as
little connedtion as pofflible with the Living, I Have em-
ployed myfelf in converfing, and forming an acquaintance
with the dead : and have from thence received more real
{atisfaction and improvement, than probably might have
attended me, had I been diretted in the purfuit of fime,
fortune, or ambition.

Lam much pleafed that you approve of my obferva-
tions on Priny’s letters. I engaged in that work, with
a defign of pointing out, to your brother Lord BovLg,
the ‘amiable qualities of ‘that elegant ' Roman. But |
cannot reft {atisfied unlefs I offer to you alfo, fome pub-
ic token of my paternal affetion: and therefore, T have
lately been examining the works of Dt. SwirT, with
an intention of gathering materials for my future corre-
fpondence with you': and here, my dear ‘Hamizron, I
dedicate to you, ‘thofe criticifims which have occurred to
nie ; and fhall mix'with them fuch particulars of ‘hislife
and charalter, asT flatter myfelf, may tenid at ‘lealt to
your et?tcrt:zi-nment, if not to' your improvement.

Let me begin by giving you a thert but general view
of Swirr’s charater.
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AND WRITINGS QF Dr. SWIFT.

He was in the decline of life when . I knew him. H';
friendfhip was an honour to me, and to fay the tru
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I have even drawn advantage from his errors, I havr-:
beheld him in all humours and difpofitions, and I have
formed various fpeculations from the feveral weaknefies,
to which I obferved him liable. His capacity and
ftrength of mind were undoubtedly equal to any tafk
whatever. His pride, his fpirit, or his ambition, call it
by what name you pleafe, was boundlefs : but, his
views were checked in his younger years, and the anxiety
of that difappointment had a vifible effet upon all his
altions. He was four and fevere, but not ablolutely
ill-natured. He was fociable only to particular friends,
and to them only at particular hours. He knew polite-
nefs more than he pratifed it. He was a mixtare of
avarice, and generofity : the former, was freqg
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valent, the latter, feldom appeared, unlefs

excited by
compaflion. He was open to adulation, and could not,
or would not diftinguifh between low flattery, and jult
applaufe. His abilities rendered him {uperiour to envy.
He was undifguifed and perfe@ly fincere. I am induced
to think, that he entered into orders, more from fome
private and fixed refolution, than from abfolute choice:
be thatas it may, he performed the duties of the church
with great punctuality, and a decent degree of devotion.
He read prayers rather in a firong nervous voice, than
in & graceful manner : and altho’ he has been often ac-
cufed of irreligion, nothing of that kind appeared in" his
converfation or behaviour. His caft- of mind induced .
him to think, and fpeak more of politics than'of religion.
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4 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

His perpetnal views were direfted towards power : and
his chief aim was to be removed into England : but when
he found himfelf entirely difappointed, he turned his
thoughts to oppofition, and became the patron of Jre-
{axd, in which country he was born. Here it may . not
be improper to obferve to you, that many of his friends
imagined him a native of England, and many others, I
know notwhether to call them friends or enemies, were
willing to fuppofe him the natural fon of Sir WiLLiam

Tevrre. Neither of thefe fa®s are true. He was born

in Dublin, November the thirtieth, in the year fixteen
hundred and fixty feven, and was carried into England
foon after his birth, by his nurfe, who being obliged to
crofs the fea, and having a nurfe’s fondnefs for the child
at her breaft, conveyed him on fhip-board, without the
knowledge of his mother or relations, and kept him with
her at Whitehaven in Cumberland, during her refidence
three years at that place. This extraordinary event
made his return feem as if he had been tranfplanted to
freland, rather than that he had owed his original ex-
iftence to that foil. - But perhaps, he tacitly hoped to in.
fpire different nations with a contention for his birth - at
lealt in his angry moods, when he was peevifh, and
provoked at the ingratitude of Zreland, he was frequently
heard to fay, ““ I am not of this vile country, T am an
¢ Englifiman.” Such an aflertion, although meant fi-
guratively, was often received literally : and the report
was ftill farther aflifted by Mr. Pore, who in one of his
letters has this expreflion, “ Tho' one or two of Ous
o frignds afe gone, fince you faw your zative country,
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