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AND WRITINGS OF Dz. SWIFT. =

‘¢ there remain a2 few. *” But Dr. Swirr, in his
cooler hours, never denied his country : on the con-
trary, he frequently mentioned, and pointed out the
houfe where he was born. ~ The other fuggeftion con-
cerning the illegitimacy of his birth, is equally falfe.
Sir Wirrram Tempre was employed as a minifter
abroad from the year fixteen hundred and fixty five, to
the year fixteen hundred and feventy: firft at Brufes,
and afterwards at the Hzgue, as you will find by his
correfpondence with the Earl of d4r/ington, and other
minifters of ftate : fo that Dr. Swirr’s mother, who
never crofled the fez, except from Ewngland to Ireland,
was out of all poffibility of a perfonal correfpondence
with Sir Wirriam Temevs, till fome years after her
fon’s birth.

I have already mentioned to you the exaét place,
and date of Doftor SwirT’s nativity, but the rules of
biography make it neceflary to give you fome account
of his family. It (hall be as fhort as poflible, fince,
although his anceftors were perfons of very decent, and
reputable charaflters, he himfelfhas been the herald to
blazon. the dignity of their coat. His grandfather was
the Reverend Mr. Tromas Swirr, Viear of Goodridge
near Rofs in Herefordfbire. He enjoyed a paternal eftate
in that county, which is ill in poffefiion of his great
grandfon Dzane Swiarr, Bfy; He died in the year fix-’
teen hundred and fifty eight, leaving fix {ons, Gopwin,
THomas, Drypen, WirLLiam, JonaTsax and Apam.

* Letter LXXX, Mr. Pors to Dr. Swirr, Murch
23 1730-7.
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6 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

Two of them only, Gopwix and JonaTuax, left fons,
The defcendants of Gopwin are mentioned in Gui-
LimM’s heraldry, JonaTeaNn married Mrs, ApicaiL
Erick of Leicefler/bire, by whom he had one daughter
and a fon. The daughter was born in the firft year of
Mr. Swirt’s marriage ; but he lived not to fee the
birth of his fon %, who was called JoNATHAN, in me-
mory of his Father, and became afterwards the fa-
mous Dean of St. Patrick’s,

"The greateft part of Mr. JonaTHAN SwirFt’s income
had depended upon agencies, and other employments
of that kind : {o that moft of his fortune perifthed with
him : and the remainder being the only fupport that his
widow could enjoy, the care, tuition, and expence of
her two children devolved upon her hufband’s elder
brother,-Mr. Gopwin Swirz, who voluntarily became
their guardian, and fupplied the lofs which they had
fuftained in a father.. Mrs. Swirt, about two yeats
after her hufband’s death, quitted freland, and retired to
Leicefler, the place of her nativity.

The faculties of themind, appear and fhine forth at
different ages in different men. The infancy of Doétor
Swirr pafied on without any marks of diftin&tion, At fix
years old, he was fent to {chool at Ki/kenny, and about
eightyears afterwards, he wasentered a ftudent of Trinity
College in Dublin.  He lived there in perfe& regula-
rity, and under an entire obedience to the ftatutes : but
the morofenefs of his temper, often rendered him very

a Doé&or SwirT was born two months after his fa-
ther’s death.
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