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LETTER IL

Am happy, my dear Haminrox, to find that the
I tafk, which I have undertaken of placing together
fome memoirs of Dr. Swirr’s life, will be an accepta-
ble prefenttoyou. In my laft letter, you may. remem-
ber, that I condu@ed Dr. SwirT from his birth, in the
year fixteen hundred and fixty feven, to his taking has
degree of Mafter of Arts at Oxford, in the year fixteen
hundred and ninety one, Curiofity may induce you
to know, in what manner he could f{ubfif, or by what
channel the fprings of his revenue were {fupplied, at a
time when both kingdoms, but particularly #reland,
were in great confufion. Youwill almoft tremble for
him, when I tell you, that in the year of the Revo-
lution, his uncle Gopwin Swirr had fallen into 2
kind of lethargy, or dotage, which deprived him by
degrees of his {fpeech and memory; and rendered him
totally incapable of being of the leaft fervice to his fa-
mily and friends, Bat, in the midft of this diftre(sful
fituation, as if it was ordained, that no incident fhould
bereave mankind of fuch a genius, Sir Wirn1am TEM-
rLE (whofe Lady was related to Dr. Swirt’s mother)
moft generoufly ftept in to his afliftance, and avowedly

{upported
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fupported his education at the Univerfity of Ouxford,
Adts of generofity feldom meet with their juft applaufe :
Sir Witrram TemrLe's friendfhip was immediately
conftrued to proceed from a confcionfnefs, that he was
the real father of M. SwiFT, otherwife it was thought
impoflible, that he could be o uncommonly munificent
t0 a young mapg, ‘no ways rélated to him, ‘and bat dif-
tantly‘related to his wife, I am not quite certain, that
Swirr himfelf did not acquiefce in the calumny, Per-
haps, like Arexanveg, he thought the natural fon of
JurrTER would appear greater than the legitimate fon
of PHiLsp.

- But I muft not omit to tell you, that another of
his father’s brothers, Wirr1am Swirr, aflited him
when at Oxford, by repeated a@s of friendfhip and af-
fe€tion. ' I have a letter now before me, which, tho’
torn, and imperfe in feveral places, thews his gratitude
and devotion to the uncle, whom I have juft now men-
tioned, and whom he calls 5, beft of bis relations. T will
tranfcribe this epiftolary fragment, fince at leaft it is {o
far curious, as it gives us a {pecimen of SwIFT's man-
ner of writing and thinking, at that period of his
life,

Moore
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Moore Park; New, 29, 1692,

S 1R,

MI" fifter told me, you was pleafed (when fboe was
bere) to wonder, I did fo Jeldom awrite to you. I

been fo kind; to impute it neither
to 1ll mann refpedt. I always
thought that fufficient from one, who
bas always been but too troublefome o you: befides I knew
your averfion to impertinence, and God knows fo wery pri-
wate a life as mine can furnifb a letter with little elfe :
for I often am two or three months aithout feeing any body
befides the family 5 and now my fiffer is gone, I am likely
10 be more folitary than before. I am fill to thank you for
your care in my Teftimonium, and it was to wvery good
purpofe, for I never awas more Jatisfied than in the beba-
wiour of the Univerfity of Oxford to me. 1 had all the
cicvilities I could wifp for, and fo many ;
favours, that Lam afbamed to bave been more obliged in a
Sfew aveeks to flrangers, than ever I was in feven years o
Dublin College.. I am not #o take orders till the King
giwes me @ Prebendary : and Sir WILL1AM TEMPLE, #hs’
he promifes me the certainty of it; yet is lefs foravard than
I could awifb ; becaufe, I fuppofe, be believes 1/ball leave
bim, and upon fome accounts, be thinks me a little nece/-
Jary to him If I were
entertainment, or deing you any fatisfaciion by my
letters, I [bould be wery glad to perform it that way, as ¥ §
gm bound to do it by oll athers. I am Jorry my fartune

ﬁ@ﬁ({;{




12 - REMARKS'ON THE LIFF
Joould fling me fo far from 2he beft of my relations, buz hape.
that I fkall bawve the bappine/s to fee you fome time or other.
Pray my bumble fervice to my good aunt, and the reft of
#y-relations, if you pleafe,

You do not fee in thele few hines, the lealt {ymptoms
of that peculiar turn of phrafe, which afterwards ap-
peared in all his writings; even in his moft trifling let~
ters. - Neither his learning, nor his genius were yet
arrived to any degree of ripenefs. Or perhaps the let,
ter was rather the effect of duty than inclination, and in
that cafe, the ftyle of it muft be illaborate, and void
ef all freedom and vivacity.. It is dated from Moore
Parks near. Farnbam in Surry, where Sir WiLriam
FEMPLE then refided.

Swirr, as{oon as he had quitted the Univerfity of
Oxford, lived with Sir WirLram Temers as his friend,
and domeftic companian. When he had been abous
two years at Moore Park, he contrafted a very long
and dangerous illnefs, by eating an immoderate quan-
tity-of froit. To this furfeit I have often heard him:
afcribe that giddinefs in his head, which with intermif.
fions fometimes of a longer, and fometines of a fhorter
eontmuance, purfued him till it feemed to compleat its
eonqueft, by rendering him the exaét image of one of
Bis own Struldbruges, a miferable {pettacle, devoid of
€very appearance of human nature, except the outward
forn. _

In compliance to the advice of his phyficians, when
be was fufficiently recovered teo travel, he went into
dreland, to try the effe@s of his native air: and ke

3 found
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found fo much benefit by the journey, that in ¢ompli-
ance to his.own inclinations, he foon returned into
England, and was again moft affeitionately received by
Sir Wirriam TempLE, who had now left Moore Park,
and was fettled at Sheere, where he was often vifited by
King Wirriam. Here Swirr had frequent opportu-
nities of converfing with that Prince; in-{ome of which
converfations, the King offered to make him a captain
of horfe: an offer, which, in fplenetic difpofitions, -he
always feemed forry to have refufed ; but at that time,
he had refolved, within his own mind, to take orders;
and during his whole life, his refolutions, like the de-
crees of fate, were immoveable, 'Thus determined, he
again went over into freland, and immediately enlifted
himfelf under the banner of the Church.. He was re-
commended by Sir Wirriam TempLE to Lord Carrr,
then Lord Deputy, who gave him the firft vacancy, 2
prebend, of which the income was- about an hundred
pounds a year.  Swirr foon grew weary of this pre~
ferment : it was not. {ufficiently confiderable, and was
at fo great a diftance from the metropolis, that:it abfo-
lutely deprived him from that kind of converfation and
{ociety, in which he delighted. He had been wufed to
very different {cenes in Esgland, and had naturally an
averfion to folitude and retirement. He was glad therg-
fore, to refign his prebend in favonr of -a friend, and
to return 10 Shegne, where he lived domeftically as ufual,
till the death of Sir Wirriam TempLE, who, befides 2
legacy in. money, left to him -the care, and truft of
publifhing his pofthumous works: BGET
As
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As during my friend Swirr’s refidence with Sir Wir-
r1am TeMPLE, he became intimately acquainted with
a Lady, whom he has diftinguithed, and often cele-
brated in his works, under the name of STELIA 1
cannot think, my Hawm, that it will be improper, to
give you at once her hiftory, although, according to the
rules of biography, I ought perhaps to have delayed
the account, till we arrived at that period of his life,
when he married her: but as I may have occafion to
fpeak of her in various parts of Swirr’s works, and
as his manner of living with her will fhew you, how
much he deviated from the ‘common order of men, I
fhall fill up the reft of my letter with her extraordinar ¥y
ftory.

STELLA’S real name was Jounson. She was the
daughter of Sir Wirrram Temere’s fteward, and the
concealed, but undoubted wife of Dr. Swirr. Sir
Wirrtam Tempre bequeathed her in his will one
thoufand pounds, asan acknowledgment of her father's
faithful fervices. I cannot tell, how long fhe remained
in England, or whether fhe made more journeys than
one to Jfrelond after Sir Wirriam TEMPLES death ;
but if my informations are right, fhe was married to
Dr. Swirt in the year feventeen hundred and fixteen,
by Dr. Asug then bithop of Clgher.

STELLA was a2 moft amiable womén, in mind, and
perfon. She had an elevated underﬁanding, with all
the delicacy dnd foftnefs of herown fex. Hervoice, how-
ever fweet in itfelf, was ftill rendered more harmoniows
by what fhe faid, Xer wit was poignant without feve-

rty.
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rity. Her manners were humane, polite, eafy, and
unreferved. Wherever fhe came fhe attralted atten-
tion and efteem. As virtue was her guide in mora-
lity, fincerity was her guide in religion. She was con-
ftant, but not oftentatious in her devotions. She was
remarkably . prudent in her. converfation, She had
great fkill-in mufic, and was - perfeétly well verfed in
all the leffer arts that employ a lady’s leifure. Her
wit allowed her a fund of perpetual chearfulnefs : her
prudence kept that chearfulnefs within proper limits,
She exaltly anfwered the -defeription of Pengrorr in
HomER,

A woman loveliefl of the lovely kind,
In bady. perfelt, and compleat in mind.

Such was Stenra : yet with 2all thefe accomplifh.
ments fhe never could prevail upon Dr. Swirt to . ac.
knowledge her openly as his wife, A great genius muft
tread in unbeaten paths, and deviate from the common
road of life: otherwife, furely a diamond of fo much
luftre might have been publicly produced, although it
had been fixed within the collet of matrimony.: but,
the flaw, which inDr. Swirt’s eye reduced the wvalue
of fuch a jewel, was the fervile flate of her father,
who, as has been faid before, was a menial fervant to
Sir Witriam Tempre, . Ambition and pride will, at
any time, conquer reafon and juftice, and each-larger
degre¢ of pride, likethe larger filhes of prey, wall de-
vour all the lefs : thus the vanity of boalting fuch a

wife
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wife was {uppreffed by the greater Vanity of keéping
free from a low alliance.

Dr. Swirr and Mrs. Jornson continued the famé
eeconomy of life after marriage, which they had pur-
fued before it. They lived in feparate houfes ; he re-
maining at the deanery, fhe, ih lodgings at a diftance
from him, and on the other fide of the river Liffy.
Nothing appeared in their behaviour inconfiftent with
decorumy, or beyond the limits of platonic love. They
converfed like friends, but they induftrioufly took care,
to fommon witnefles of their converfation : a rule to
which they adhered fo firiétly, thatit would be difficult,
if not impofiible, to prove they had ever been together
without {fome third perfon. '

A conduét fo extraordinary in itfelf always gives
room for various comments and refletions : but, how-
ever unaccountable this renunciation of marriage rites
might appear to the world, it certainly arofe not from
any confcioufnefs of too near a confanguinity between
him and Mrs. Jounsox, although the general voice of
fame was willing to make them both, the natural cliil-
dren of Sir WirLriam Tempie. I am perfuaded, that
Dr. Swirt was not of that opinion ; becaufe, the fame
falfe pride that induced him to deny the legitimate
daughter of an obfcure fervant, might have prompted
him to own the natural daughter of {0 eminent a man
as Sir Wirriam TemprLe. There are a&ions of which
the true fources will never be difcovered. 'This per-
haps isone. I have told you the fa&t, in the manner
§ have received it from feveral of Swier’s friends and

relations,
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relations, and I muft leave you to make your own ob-
{ervations upon it.

““Youmay imagine, that 2 woman of STeLLA’s delicacy
muft repine at {uch an ‘extraordinary fituation. The
outward honours, which fhe received, are as frequently
beftowed upon’ a miftrefs, as a wife. She was' abfo-
lutely virtuous, and yet was obliged to fubmit to all
the appearances of vice, except in" the prefence of
thofe few people, who were witnefles of the cautious
manner in which fhe lived with ‘her hufband, who
fcorned, my HamivrTon, even to be married like any
other man.

Inward anxicty affeted by deprees the calmnefs of
her mind, and the ftrength of her body. She began to
decline in her ‘health in the year {eventeen hundred
and twenty four, and from the firft fymptoms of decay,
fhe rather haftened, than fhrunk back in the defcent :
tacitly pleafed, to find her footfteps tending. to that
place, where #hey neither marry, nor are given in marriage.
She died towards the end of Fanuary, feventeen hun-
dred and twenty feven, or eight, abfolutely deftroyed
by the peculiarity of her fate : a fate, which perhaps
fie could not have incurred by an alliance with any
other perfon in the world.

My paper, my time, and every circumftance, put
me in mind of afluring you, my dear Hamivrown, that
I am,

Your mofl affeiionate Father,

ORRERY.
6 L35 b




	Dr. Swift, a master of arts, in the year 1691.
	Seite 9

	Sir William Temple's kindness to him.
	Seite 9
	Seite 10

	A letter from him to his uncle, William Swift, dated in the year 1692.
	Seite 11
	Seite 12

	Dr. Swift quits Oxford, and lives with Sir William Temple.
	Seite 12
	Seite 13

	Sir William Temple's death.
	Seite 13
	Seite 14

	The history of Stella, the wife of Dr. Swift.
	Seite 14
	Seite 15
	Seite 16
	Seite 17


