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14 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

As during my friend Swirr’s refidence with Sir Wir-
r1am TeMPLE, he became intimately acquainted with
a Lady, whom he has diftinguithed, and often cele-
brated in his works, under the name of STELIA 1
cannot think, my Hawm, that it will be improper, to
give you at once her hiftory, although, according to the
rules of biography, I ought perhaps to have delayed
the account, till we arrived at that period of his life,
when he married her: but as I may have occafion to
fpeak of her in various parts of Swirr’s works, and
as his manner of living with her will fhew you, how
much he deviated from the ‘common order of men, I
fhall fill up the reft of my letter with her extraordinar ¥y
ftory.

STELLA’S real name was Jounson. She was the
daughter of Sir Wirrram Temere’s fteward, and the
concealed, but undoubted wife of Dr. Swirr. Sir
Wirrtam Tempre bequeathed her in his will one
thoufand pounds, asan acknowledgment of her father's
faithful fervices. I cannot tell, how long fhe remained
in England, or whether fhe made more journeys than
one to Jfrelond after Sir Wirriam TEMPLES death ;
but if my informations are right, fhe was married to
Dr. Swirt in the year feventeen hundred and fixteen,
by Dr. Asug then bithop of Clgher.

STELLA was a2 moft amiable womén, in mind, and
perfon. She had an elevated underﬁanding, with all
the delicacy dnd foftnefs of herown fex. Hervoice, how-
ever fweet in itfelf, was ftill rendered more harmoniows
by what fhe faid, Xer wit was poignant without feve-

rty.
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rity. Her manners were humane, polite, eafy, and
unreferved. Wherever fhe came fhe attralted atten-
tion and efteem. As virtue was her guide in mora-
lity, fincerity was her guide in religion. She was con-
ftant, but not oftentatious in her devotions. She was
remarkably . prudent in her. converfation, She had
great fkill-in mufic, and was - perfeétly well verfed in
all the leffer arts that employ a lady’s leifure. Her
wit allowed her a fund of perpetual chearfulnefs : her
prudence kept that chearfulnefs within proper limits,
She exaltly anfwered the -defeription of Pengrorr in
HomER,

A woman loveliefl of the lovely kind,
In bady. perfelt, and compleat in mind.

Such was Stenra : yet with 2all thefe accomplifh.
ments fhe never could prevail upon Dr. Swirt to . ac.
knowledge her openly as his wife, A great genius muft
tread in unbeaten paths, and deviate from the common
road of life: otherwife, furely a diamond of fo much
luftre might have been publicly produced, although it
had been fixed within the collet of matrimony.: but,
the flaw, which inDr. Swirt’s eye reduced the wvalue
of fuch a jewel, was the fervile flate of her father,
who, as has been faid before, was a menial fervant to
Sir Witriam Tempre, . Ambition and pride will, at
any time, conquer reafon and juftice, and each-larger
degre¢ of pride, likethe larger filhes of prey, wall de-
vour all the lefs : thus the vanity of boalting fuch a

wife
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wife was {uppreffed by the greater Vanity of keéping
free from a low alliance.

Dr. Swirr and Mrs. Jornson continued the famé
eeconomy of life after marriage, which they had pur-
fued before it. They lived in feparate houfes ; he re-
maining at the deanery, fhe, ih lodgings at a diftance
from him, and on the other fide of the river Liffy.
Nothing appeared in their behaviour inconfiftent with
decorumy, or beyond the limits of platonic love. They
converfed like friends, but they induftrioufly took care,
to fommon witnefles of their converfation : a rule to
which they adhered fo firiétly, thatit would be difficult,
if not impofiible, to prove they had ever been together
without {fome third perfon. '

A conduét fo extraordinary in itfelf always gives
room for various comments and refletions : but, how-
ever unaccountable this renunciation of marriage rites
might appear to the world, it certainly arofe not from
any confcioufnefs of too near a confanguinity between
him and Mrs. Jounsox, although the general voice of
fame was willing to make them both, the natural cliil-
dren of Sir WirLriam Tempie. I am perfuaded, that
Dr. Swirt was not of that opinion ; becaufe, the fame
falfe pride that induced him to deny the legitimate
daughter of an obfcure fervant, might have prompted
him to own the natural daughter of {0 eminent a man
as Sir Wirriam TemprLe. There are a&ions of which
the true fources will never be difcovered. 'This per-
haps isone. I have told you the fa&t, in the manner
§ have received it from feveral of Swier’s friends and

relations,
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relations, and I muft leave you to make your own ob-
{ervations upon it.

““Youmay imagine, that 2 woman of STeLLA’s delicacy
muft repine at {uch an ‘extraordinary fituation. The
outward honours, which fhe received, are as frequently
beftowed upon’ a miftrefs, as a wife. She was' abfo-
lutely virtuous, and yet was obliged to fubmit to all
the appearances of vice, except in" the prefence of
thofe few people, who were witnefles of the cautious
manner in which fhe lived with ‘her hufband, who
fcorned, my HamivrTon, even to be married like any
other man.

Inward anxicty affeted by deprees the calmnefs of
her mind, and the ftrength of her body. She began to
decline in her ‘health in the year {eventeen hundred
and twenty four, and from the firft fymptoms of decay,
fhe rather haftened, than fhrunk back in the defcent :
tacitly pleafed, to find her footfteps tending. to that
place, where #hey neither marry, nor are given in marriage.
She died towards the end of Fanuary, feventeen hun-
dred and twenty feven, or eight, abfolutely deftroyed
by the peculiarity of her fate : a fate, which perhaps
fie could not have incurred by an alliance with any
other perfon in the world.

My paper, my time, and every circumftance, put
me in mind of afluring you, my dear Hamivrown, that
I am,

Your mofl affeiionate Father,

ORRERY.
6 L35 b
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