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18 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
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LETTER III.
IJoin with you entirely in thinking Stella one of

the moft unfortunate of her fex. Her catallrbphe
was fuch as might have drawn pity from a breaft lefs
fufceptible of that paffion than yours . Injurious treat¬
ment, difappointed love, a long lingering illnefs, were
all circumftances of the melancholy kind . Be not fur-
prized , my Hamilton , when I tell you, that he never
fpoke of her without a figh : for fuch is the perverfenefs
of human nature , that we bewail thofe perfons dead,
whom we treated cruelly when living . But, I am
making reflections, when I intended to write memoirs.
Let us return to Swift.

Upon the death of Sir William Temple he came
to London, and took the earliefl opportunity of deliver¬
ing a petition to King William , under the claim of a
promife made by his Majefty to Sir William Tem¬
ple , " That Mr . Swift mould have the firftvacancy,
" which might happen among the prebends of Weft-
" minfieror Canterbury." The promifes of kings are
often a kind of chaff, which the breath of a minifter
bloweth , and fcattereth away from the face of a court.
The petition had no effedt. It was either totally for-
gotten , or drowned amidft the clamours of more urgent
claims. From this firft difappointment , may probably
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 19
be dated that bitternefs towards king ?, and cour¬
tiers, which is to be found fo univerfally difperfed
throughout his works.

After a long and fruitlefs attendance at Whitehall,
Swift reluctantly gave up all thoughts of a fettlement
in England. He had dedicated Sir William Tem¬
ple ' s works to the King . The dedication was neglec¬
ted, nor did his Majefby take the leaft notice of him
after Sir Willi am Temple 's death . What then was
to be done ? honour , or to ufe a properer word , pride
hindered him from flaying long in a Hate of fervility
and contempt . He complied therefore with an invita •
tion from the Earl of Berkley (appointed one of the
Lords Jultices in Ireland) to attend him as his chaplain
and private fecretary . Lord Berkley landed near Wa~
terford, and Mr . Swift acted as fecretary during the
whole journey to Dublin. But another of Lord Berk¬
ley 's attendants , whofe name was Bush , had , by this
time, inlinuated hnnfelf into the Earl ' s favour , and
had ivhypered to his Lordfhip , that the poll of fecre¬
tary was not proper for a clergyman , to whom only
church preferments could be fuitable or advantageous.
Lord Berkley liftened perhaps too attentively to thefe
infmuations , and making fome flight apology to Mr.
Swift , diverted him of that ofHcc, andbeftowed if upon
Mr . Bush . Here again was another difappointment , and
a frefh objeft of indignation . The treatment vvac-
thought injurious, nnd Swift expreiled his fenfibility
of it in a fhor; , but fatyrical copy of vevfes entitled The
Difcovery.
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