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24 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
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LETTER IV.
UPON the death of King William , and the

acceffion of Queen Anne Dr . Swift came in¬
to England. It cannot be denied, that the chief mini-
fters of that Queen, whether diftinguiflied under the
titles of Whigs or Tories , of High Church or of Low
Church , were, from the beginning to the end of her
reign , encouragers of learning , and patrons of learned
men . The wits and poets of that aera, were numerous
and eminent . Amidft the croud, yet mining above the
reft, appeared Dr . Swift.

Ipfe ante alios pulcherrimus omnes,
Infertfe focium jSZneas, atque agmina jungit.

It will be impoffible, in mentioning the reign of
this Princefs, or in writing memoirs of Dr . Swift , to
avoid the frequent ufe of thofe cant words Whig and
Tory , " two creatures, fays a modern author , * who
" are born with <sfecret antipathy to each other, and en-
" gage as naturally when they meet, as the elephant and
" rhinoceros.'" In a mixture of thefe two jarring ani-

a See the Spectator, No , 50,
nials



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 25
mals confifted the firft miniftry of Queen Ann, but the
greater ihare of the adminiftration was committed to the
Whigs , who, with indefatigable induilry , foon engrolfed
the whole j enclofmg their Sovereign within their own
fortifications, and keeping her captive within their own
walls . The Queen, whofe heart was naturally inclined
towards the Tories , remained an unwilling prifoner fe-
veral years to the Whigs , till Mr . Harley , with a,
tory army, undermined all the whiggifti for'trefTes, leT
veiled their works to the ground , feizedthe Princefs,
and during the remainder of her life, furrounded , and
defended her with a new fet of troops under the com¬
mand of the Duke of Ormond.
• Dr . Swift was known to the great men of each,

denomination : and although he foon attached himfelf
openly to the Tories , it is certain he had been bred up,
and educated with Whigs ; at leaft with fuch, who, in
the Lexicon of Party , may be found ranged under that
title . His motives for quitting the lower vallies of
Whiggifm for the higher regions of Torifm , appear
throughout his works . The perfons who had now fig-
nalized themfelves as Whigs , had renounced thofe
principles by which the old Whigs were denoted , and
had embraced feveral of thofe tenets of which their

forefathers had either a real, or a pretended , abhor¬
rence . The effects of power and ambition are extra¬
ordinary and boundlefs. They blind our faculties,
they ftagger our refolution, and they fubvert our ' na¬
ture . Not all the metamorphofes of Ovid can produce
a. parallel equal to the change that appears in the

fame
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