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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 25
mals confifted the firft minifiry of Queen Axw, but the
greater fhare of the adminiftration was committed to the
Whigs, who, with indefatigable induftry, foon engrofled
the whole; enclofing their Sovereign within their own
fortifications, and keeping her captive within their own
walls. The Queen, whofe heart was naturally inclined
towards the Tories, remained an unwilling prifoner fe-
veral years to the Whigs, till Mr. Harrey, with a
tory army, undermined all the whiggifh fortrefles, le=
velled their works to the ground, feized the Princefs,
and during the remainder of her life, {urrounded, and
defended her with a new fet of troops under the com-
mand of the Duke of OrmonD.

- Dr. Swirr was known to the great men of each
denomination : and although he foon attached himfelf
openly to the Tories, it is certain he had been bred up,
and educated with Whigs ; at leaft with fuch, who, in
the Lexicon of Party, may be found ranged under that
title. His motives for quitting the lower vallies of
Whiggifm for the higher regions of Torifm, appear
throughout his works. The perfons who had now fig-
nalized themfelves as Whigs, had renounced thofe
principles by which the old Whigs were denoted, and
had embraced feveral of thofe tenets of which their
forefathers had either a real, or a pretended, abhor-
rence. 'The effe@s of power and ambition are extra-
ordinary and boundlefs. They blind our faculties,
they ftagger our refolution, and they {ubvert our’ na-
ture. Not all the metamorphofes of Ovip can produce
g parallel equal to the change that appears in the

{ame




2.6 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

fame man, when from a Patriot he becomes = Courtier:
yet it may be afferted, and will redound to the honour
of Dr. Swirr, that when he rofe into the confidence
and efteem of thofe great men, who fat at the helm of
affairs during the laft years of Queen Axw’s reign; he
fcarce ever loft himfelf, ‘or grew giddy by the plenitude
of power, and the exalted ftation of frequently appear-
ing in the confidence, and favour of the reigning mi-
nifter, © He may have been carried away by inconfi-
derate paffion, but he was not to be fwayed by delibe-
rate evil. He may have erred in judgement, but he
was upright in intention. The welfare and profperity
of thefe kingdoms were the conftant aim of his politics,
and the immediate fubje& of his thoughts and writings.
But, as Hamier fays, “ Something too much of this.”
Let us continue therefore to trace the footfteps of his
life; in which, fcarce any circumftance can be found
material from the year feventeen hundred and two, till
the change of the miniftry in the year feventeen hun-
dred ‘and ten. During this interval, he had worked
hard within thofe fubterraneous paflages, where, as has
been hinted before, the mine was formed that blew up
the whiggifh ramparts, and opened ‘a way for the To-
vies to the Queen. Swirr was to the Tlories; what
CzEsar was to the Romans, at once a leader of their
armies, and an hiftoriographer of their triumphs. - He
refided very much in Ewngland: his inclinations were al.

ways there. His intimacy with Lord Oxrorp coi-
menced, as far as may be deduced from his works, in
O&ober
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