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AND WRITINGS OF Dg. SWIFT. 27
Oéober v709. In a poem written in the year 1713, he
{ays,

'Tis (et me fee) three years and more
(O&ober mext it awill be four)
Since HarRLEY bid me firfl attend,
And chofe me _for an bumble fricnd.

And again in another poem written in the {fame year,

My Lord weuld carry on the jeft,

And dowwn to Windfor #ake bis guefi.
SwiET much admires the place and air,
Ard langs io be a Canon there.

A Canon ! that's a place too mean,

No, Doctor, you fball be a Dean.

By this laft quotation, and by numberlefs other in.
fances in his works, it feems undeniable that a fettle-
ment in Eugland was the unvaried obje&t of Dr. Swirr’s
ambition: fo thathis promotion to a deanery in freland,
was rather a difappointment than a reward. In a let-
ter to Mr. Gay, he f{ays, < The beft, and greatefl part
. of my life, until thefe laft eight years, I [pent in Eng-
¢« land, There I made my friend/bips, and there I left my
< defires. I am condemned for ever to another country: *7
and in anfwer to a letter from Mr. Porr, who had
offered incenfe to him, as to a tutelar faint in a ftate of

& Tetter c. Vol. 2.

{
feparation,



2.8 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
feparation, he writes thus. *“ You are an il catholic,
S or alavorfe geographer, for I can affure you, Ireland is
“ ot paradife, and I appeal even fo a Spanifl divine,
¢ avbetbher addrefles were ever made to a friend in bell or
¢ purgatory ??’" 1 fhall cite no other quotations; but
you will find in his letters, many expreffions to the:{fame
purport.

Among the various branches, into which Swirr’s
expanfive genius {pread itfelf, thofe peculiar talents of
levelling his writings to the loweft, and fuftaining their
dignity, to the higheft capacity; were probably the ori-
ginal motives that attracted the Earl of Oxrorp?s friend-
fhip to him. In the year-17cg, the charaéter of Dr,
SwirT, as an author, was perfetly eftablifhed: he
had fhewn abilities equal to thofe attributed by Fo-
MER to Urysses: he could appear a beggar among
beggars, and a king among kings.

From the year 1710, to the lateft period of Queen
Axn, we find him fighting on the fide of the minifters,
and maintaining their caufe in pamplets, poems, and
weekly papers. In one of his letters to Mr: Porg, he
has this expreflion, ¢ I bave converfed in fome freedom
<< auith more miniflers of flate, of ali parties; than-ufually

<< happens to menof my lewvel; and 1 confefs; in their capacity

<< as miniflers, 1 look upon them as a race of people awbofe

- 7 T ' . 7
¢ acquaintance no man awonld court etherawife thamn on the

<6 feore of  Uanity, or ambition.”’” Lord Oxrorp, as

1

a gentleman, and a -{cholar, might be open: and  un-

£

referved to Dr. Swirrr, as far as his Lordfhip’s
a Letter 4. Vol 2 “ Letter 4. Vol. 7.
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