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AND WRITINGS OF Dr.SWIFE. 29

nature would permit; but as a minifter of ftate he
ever appeared myterious and a:nmm'ltxcal delivering
his oracles, like the Delphian Deity, in occult terms
and ambiguous expreflions.

A man always appears of more confequence to him-
felf, than he is in reality to any other perfon. Such
perhaps was the cafe of Dr. Swirr. He found him-
felf much indulged by the fmiles, and converfation of
the Farl of Oxrorp. He knew how ufeful he was to
the adminiftration in general: and in one of his ; letters
(I think the fame which I have laft quoted) he men-
tlom, that the place of hiftoriographer was intended for

him; but I am apt to {ufpeét that he flattered him{elf
too highly : at leaft it is very evident, that ke remained
without any preferment till the year 1713, when he
was made Dean of St. Patrick’s. In point of power and
revenue, fuch a deanery might be efteemed no inconfi-
derable promotion; but to an ambitious mind, whofe
perpetual aim was a {ettlement in England, a dignity in
any other kingdom muft ap puz (as perhaps it was de-
figned) only an honourable, and profitable banifhment,

But, my Hamivrroxn, I will never hide the freedom
of my fentiments from you. I am much inclined to be-
lieve that the temper of my i-"r'w.ud SwiFrt, might oe-
cafion his Englifh friends, to wilh iim happily and pro-
perly promoted, at a diftance. 1-i.:5 {pirit, for I would
give it the fofteft name, was ever untractable. The
motions of his genius were often irregular. He afium-
ed more the air of a patron, than of a friend. He
affeCled rather to difate than advife.  He was elated
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30 REMARKS ON THE IIFE

with the appearance of enjoying minifterial confidence.
He enjoyed the fhadow: the fubftance was detained
from him. He was employed, not trufted; and at the
fame time that he imagined himfelf a fubtil diver, who
dextroufly fhot down into the profoundeft regions of
politics, he was fuffered only to found the {hallows
neareft the fhore, and was fcarce admitted to defcend
below the froth at the top. Perhaps the deeper bottoms
were too muddy for his infpection.

By reflexions of this fort, we may account for his
difappointment in’' an Englif% bithoprick. A difappoint-
ment which, he imagined, he owed to a joint applica-
tion made againft Kim to the Queen by Dr. Suarpe,
Archbifhop of 7574, and by a Lady of the higheft rank
and chara&ter. Archbithop SuarrE, according to Dr.
Swirt’s account, had reprefented him to the Queen,
as a perfon who was not a Chriftian; the great Lady
had fupported the afperfion; and the Queen, upon fuch
affurances, had given away the bithoprick, contrary to
her Majefty’s firft intentions. SwirT kept himfelf in-
deed within fome tolerable bounds, when he fpoke of
the Queen: but his indignation knew no limits, when
he mentioned the Archbifhop, or the Lady.

Bufinefs and ceremony, (two commanders, that I
hope you will lift under, much more willingly than I
can) call me away from my letter, although nothing
can ever call away my thoughts from you, or interrupt
the tendernefs with which I am, dear Hamivrox,

Your: affeitionate Father,

ORRERY.
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