UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

Remarks On The Life and Writings Of Dr. Jonathan Swift,
Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin

Orrery, John Boyle of
London, 1752

A letter from Mr. Pope to Dr. Swift.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

¥
2

#
Ll
€

' AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 33

During the time of thefe ceremonies, he kepta con-
flant correfpondence with his friends in England : all
of whom were eminent, either in birth, ftation, or abi-
lities. Among thefe, let- me begin with the name of
Mr. Pore.- The world has already feen a long {eries
of their correfpondence: but a remarkable letter of Mr.
PorE’s having been lately communicated to me, and
bearing date at the latter end of the year 1713, as I
cannot part with the original, I will fend you a very
faithful copy ofit, I fhould firft fay, that it isin an-
{wer to one from Swirt, wherein he had jocofely
made an offer to his friend of a fum of money, ex cas/a
religionis, or, in plain englifh, to induce Mr. PorE to
change his religion. The wit of the letter itfelf will
excufe all farther commentaries. :

Binfield, December 8, 1713
S IR,

O T to trouble you at prefent with a recital of all

my obligations to you, I fball only mention tawo things,
abich I take particularly kind of you : your defire that 1
Joould awrite to you, and your propofal of giving me twenty
guineas to change my veligion, «which laff you muft give me
leave to make the fubjest of this letter.

Sure mo clergyman ever offered fo much out of bis own
purfe for the fake of any religion. ’Tis almofl as many
preces of gold, as an Apoftle could get of filver fiom the
priefls of old, on a much more walueble confideration. 1
believe it aill be better avorth my awhile to propife a
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34 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
change of my faith by [ubfcription, than a tranflation of

Homer. And to convince you, how avell difpofed I am to

the reformation, I fball be content, ifyou can prevail with
my Lord Treafurer, and the minifiry, to rife to the fame
Jum, each of them, on this pious account, as my Lord HaL-
LI1FAX bas done on the prophane one. I am afraid there's
#0 being at once a poet and a good Chriftian, and I am
wery much flraitned between two, while the Whigs feem
awilling to contribute as much, to'continue me the one, as
you avould, to make me the other. But,if you can move every
man in the government, who “has above ten thoufond
pounds a year, to fubfiribe as muck as yourfelfy T fall be-
come a convert, as moft men do, when the LORD turns it
20 my intereft. 1 knoww they hawe the truth of religion fo
much at beart, that they'd certainly give more to have one
good fubjet tranflated from popery tathe church of England,
than taventy beathenifs autbors out of any unknown tongie
into ours. I therefore commiffion you, Mr, DEAN, with full

authority, to tranfalt this affair in my name, and to pro-

pofe as follows. Firft, that asto the head of our charch,
the Pope, I may engage to renounce his powver, whenfoever
7 ff:m’! receive any particular indulgences from the ﬁe.m’ of
your churchy the Queen.

ds to communion in ene kind, I fball allo promife to change
it for communion in both, as foon as the miniftry awill al-
loav me. -

For invacations to faiuts, mine fball be turned to dedicati-
ons to finners, when Ifall find the great ones of this aworld as
willing to dome any good, as I believe thofe of the other are.

You fee I fball not be obflinate in the main points 3 but
there is one article I muft referve, and avbich you feemed
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 33

not unwilling to allow me, prayer for the dead. Thereare
people to whofe fouls T aiff as aell, as to my own; and I
mifl crave leave, bumbly to lay before them, that though the
Jubfcriptions abovementioned woill fuffice for myfelf; there are
neceflary perquifites and additions, awbich I muft demand on
the feore of this charitable article. It is alfo to be confi-
dered, that the greater part of thofe, awhofe fouls. I am
moft concerned for, avere unfortunntely beretics, fbhifmaticks,
poets, painters, or perfons of fuch Lves and manners, as
Jeaw or no churches ave willing to fave.  The expence will
therefore be the greater, to make an effeltual provifion for
the faid fouls,

Q/d Dryory; though a Roman Cathilic, was a poety
and ’tisvevealed in the vifions of fome ancient faiuts, that
#o poet wasever faved under fome hundred of maffes. I
cannot fet bis delivery from “purgatory ot lefs than Sty
pounds flerling.

WALsH avas not only a Socinian, but (what youll owon
is barder to be faved) a Whig. He cannot modeftly be rak-
ed at lefs than an hundred.

L’ESTRANGE, being a Tory, we compute him but at
twenty pounds, awbich I hope no friend of the party can deny
to give, to keep him from damning in the next life, confis
dering they never gave him fixpence tokeep him from flarw-
ingin this.

All this together amounts to one hundred and Jeventy
pounds.

In the next place, T muft defire you #o reprefent, that
there are Jeveral of my [friends yet z’z'*ving, avbaem I defign,
Gop willing, to outlive, in confideration of. legacies 5 out
of ahich it is a doGrine in the reformed church, that not
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36 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
a farthing fball be. allowed to fave their fouls awho gave

then.

There is one ® ¥ * * avby avill dye avithin thefe. few
months, avith % * * ¥ * F ¥ opp Mr. JErvas, wbho bath
grievoufly offended in making the likenels of almoff -all
things in hbeaven above and earth below. And one Mr.
Gay, an unbappy youth, awho awrites paflorals during the
time of divine ferwice, «whofe cafe is the more deplorable, as
be hath miferably lavifbed away all that filver be fhould
have referved for bis foul's health, in buttons and loops for
bis_coat.

I can't pretend to have thefe people boneftly faved wunder
fome bandred pounds, «whether you confider the difficulty of
Sfuch a work, or the extreme love ~and tendernefs I bear
them, awhich will infallibly make me puflo this charity as
far as Tam able.  There is but one more awhof¢ falv ation I
infift upon, and then I have done : but indeed it may prove
of fo much greater charge than all the veft, that I will only
lay the cafe before you and the miniftry, and leave to their
prudence and generofity, what fum they fball think fit to
beflow upon it.

The perfon I mean, is Dr, SWIFT ; a dignified clergy-
nan, but one, awho, by his own confeffion, has compofed
wore libels than fermons. If it be true, awbat I hawve heard
ofter affirmed by innocent people, That tos much it is dan-
gerous _to falvation, this unfaortusate gentleman muft cer-

tainly be damned to all eternity. But, I hope his long ex-

perience in the aworld, and frequent converfation avith great
men, will caufe bim (as it bas fome others) to hawve lefs
and lefs wwit every day, Beit as it avill, T fbould not
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 37

think my own foul deferved to be favved, if I did not endea-
vour to fave his 5 for I have all the obligations in nature
to bim. He has brought me into better company than I
cared for, made me merrier ahen I awas Sfick than I had a
mind to be, and put me upon making poems on purpefe, that
be might alter them €3¢,

Lonce thought I could never hawe difcharged my debt to
his kindnefs, but bawve lately been informed, to my unfpeak-
able comfort, that I have more than paid it all. - For,
Mows1eur DE MoNTAGNE bas affured me,  that the
“ perfon awho receives a benefit obliges the giver I for
Since the chicf endeazvour of one friend is to da good to the
ather, he aho adminiflers both the matter and occafion, is
the man who is Liberal, At this rate it is ampoffible Dr.
SWIFT fbould be ever out of my debt, as matters fland al-
ready : and, for the future, he may expels daily more ob-

L gations ﬁ ‘072

bis moft faithful, affeltionate
bumble fervant

A. Porx,

I have finifbed the Rape of the Lock, but I believe T
may flay bere till Chriftmas, avithout bindrance of bufinefs,

In the beginning of the year 1714, SWIFT returned
to England, He found his great friends, who fat in
the feat of power, much difunited among themfelves.
He faw the Queen declining in'her health, and dif-
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38 . REMARKS ON THE EIFE

treffed in her fituation : while fa&tion was exerting it-
{elf, and gathering new ftrength every day. The part
which he had to a& upon this occafion, was not {o
difficult, as it was difagreeable. He exerted the utmoft
of his {kill to reunite the minifters, and to cement the
apertures of the ftate. I could defcend into very mi-
nute particulars, were I to teli you what I have heard
him fay upon this occafion : but, my deareft- Ham, Jet
me fpeak to you with my ufual fincerity. We "are at
prefent too near that zra, and have had too many un-
expefted confequences from it, either to judge impar-
tially, or to write undauntedly, of thofe tempeftuous
times. Be contented if I tell you, that as foon as
Swirr found his pains fruitlefs, his arguments unavail-
ino, and his endeavours, like the ftone of Sisyruus,

rolling back - upon -himfelf, he retired to a friend’s
houfe in Berk/bire, where he remained till the Queen
died. So fatal a cataftrophe put a final period to all
his views in FEungland, and made him return, as faft as
poflible, %6 his deanery in Jre/and, loaded with thofe
agonizing paflions, grief and difcontent.. I am forry to

<

leave him in fo uneafy a fituation, but l muft haften tQ

{ubfcribe myfelf,
Your affeétionate Father,

Q@ RRERY,
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