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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 41

with him. - But, what fhall be {aid for his love of tii-
fles, and his want of delicacy and decorum ? Errors,
that if he did not contrat, at leaft he encreafed in Zre-
land. They are without a parallel. I hope they will
ever remain fo. The firft of them, arofe meerly from
his love of flattery, with which he was daily fed in
that kingdom : the fecond, proceeded from the mifan-
thropy of his difpofition, which induced him peevithly
to debafe mankind, and even to ridicule human nature
itfelf.  Politics were his favourite topic, as they gave

: him an opportunity of gratifying his ambition, and
thirft of power: yet even in this road, he has feldom
continued long in one particular path. He has written
mifcellaneoufly, and has chofen rather to appear a wan-
dering comet, than a fixed ftar. - Had he ap;lied the
faculties of his mind to one great, and ufeful work, he
muft have fhined more glorioufly, and might have en-
lightened a whole planetary fyftem in the political
world.

The poetical performances of Dr. SwirT ought to
be confidered as occafional poems written either to
pleafe, or vex fome particular perfons. We muft not
fuppofe them defigned for pofterity : if he had cultivat-
ed his genius in that way, he muft certainly have ex
celled, efpecially in fatyr. We fee fine fketches, in {c-
veral of his pieces : but he feems more defirous to in-

form, and firengthen his mind, than to indulge the

luxuriancy of his imagination. He choofes to difcover,

and corret errors in the works of others, rather than
ta illuftrate, and add beauties to his own. Like a

fkilful artift, he is fond of probing wounds to their
depth,
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