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46 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

fum fpecified. Thefe halfpence and farthings were to
be received by thofe perfons, who would voluntarily ac-
cept them. But the patent was thought to be of fuch:
dangerous confequence to the public, and of {uch exor-
bitant advantage to the patentee, that the Drax, under
the charalter of M. B. Drari1er, wrote a letter to the
people, warning them not to accept Woon’s halfpence
and farthings as carrent coin. This firft letter was fuc-
ceeded by feveral others to the fame purpofe, all which
are inferted in his works. '

At the found of the Drarrer’s trumpet, a fpirit
arofe among the people, that, in the eaftern phrafe,
was like unto a tempeft in the day of the abhirlwind, Eve-
ry perfon of every rank, party, and denomination,
was convinced, that the admiffion of Woon’s copper
muft prove fatal to the commonwealth. The Papifi,
the Fanatic, the Tory, the Whig, all lifted themfelves
voluntecers under the banner of M. B. DrariEr, and were
all equally zealous to ferve the common caunfe.  Much
heat, and many fiery fpeeches againit the adminiftra-
tion, were the confequence of this union: nor had the
flames been allayed, notwithftanding threats and pro-
clamations, had not the coin been totally fupprefled,
and had not Woop withdrawn his patent.

This is the moft fuccinét account that can be given of

an affair, which alarmed the whole Iri/%4 nation fto
a- degree that in a lefs loyal kingdom muft have
fomented a rebellion: but the ftedfaft loyalty of the
Irifb, and their true devotion to the prefent royal
family is immoveable : “and although this unfortunate na-
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; tion may not hitherto have found many diftinguithing
marks of favour and indulgence from the throne, yet it
is to be hoped, in time they may meet with their re-
ward.

The name of Aucustus was not beffowed pon
Ocravivs Casar with moré univerfal approbation,
than the name of Tue Drarier was beftowed upon
Tue Dean. He had no {ooner affumed his new cogno-
wmen, than he became the idol of the people of Frelund
to a degree of devotion, that in the moit fuperftitious
country fcarce any idol ever obtained. Libations to his
health, or, in plain englith, bumpers were poured forth
to the DrariEr as Jarge and as fieguent as to the Llorious
and immortal memory of K. Wirviam be third, - FHis
effigies was painted in every ftreet in Dublin. Accla-
mations and vows for his profperity attended his foot-
fteps wherever he pafled. He was confulted in all points
relating to domeftic policy in general, and to the trade
of freland in payticular: but he was more immediately
looked upon as the legiflator of the weavers, who fre-
quently came in a body, confifting: of fifty or fixty
chieftains of their trade, to receive his advice, in fet-
tling the rates of their manufatures, and the wages of
their journeymen. He received their addrefles with
lefs majefty than fternnefs, and ranging his {ubje@s in a
crcleround his parlour, fpoke as copioufly, and withas
hittle difficulty and hefitation, to the feveral points in
which they fupplicated his afiftance, as if trade had
been the only ftudy and employment of his life, When
eleCtions were depending for the city of Dublin, many

corporations
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corporations refufed to declare themfelves, till they
had confulted his fentiments and inclinations, which
were pun&ually followed with equal chearfulnefs and
fubmiflion. ~ In this ftate of power, and popular love
and admiration, he remained till he loft his fenfes : a
Iofs which he feemed to forefee, and prophetically la-
mented to many of his friends®.

I have now conduéted the Dean through the moft in-
terefting circumftances of his life, to the fatal period
wherein he was utterly deprived of reafon. If your
curiofity leads you to enquire into the particulars of
that misfortune, it muft be the fubje& of fome future |
letter : for, at prefent, I think it is time to indulge mya-
{elf in affuring you, that I am with an inexpreflible
warmth of heart, my dear HamILTON,

Your moft affeltionate Father,

ORRERY !

2 See Letter XXI.

TJET‘
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