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58 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

comply with your requefts, I take the earlieft oppor-
tunity of going on with a plan, that hitherto has re-
ceived the encouragement of your filial partiality.

The firlt volume of Faurkner’s edition confifts of
various trafts jumbled together, without any regulanty
or order. The firt treatife in this volume is intitled,
A difeonrfe of the contefts and diffentions between the nobles
and commons in . ATHENS and Reme. It was written in
the year 1701, towards the latter end of King WiL-
L1AM’s reign, and at a time, when that Prince was made
extremely uneafy, by the violence with which {ome of
his minifters, and chief favourites were purfued. How-
ever bright the crown'of Ezngland might have glittered
in the eyes of the Prince of Orange, he found it, when
placed npon his head, a crown of thorns. The longer
he wore the diadem, the bandelet ftill became more
tight and irkfome. Complaicts, and enquiries arofe in
the fenate. Feuds, and unchriftian animofities, in
the convocation. Nor._had foreign affairs a more pro-
pitious afpe€t. Lewis the fourteenth was making large
ftrides towards univer{al monarchy. Plots were carry-
ing on at St. GErmaIn’s. 'The Dutch had acknowledg-
ed the Duke of Awjou as King of Spamn : and EvrorE
in general {fcemed pregnant of fire, and ready to burft
into flames. Thus began the year 1701. King Wir-

r1aMm in hopes to difpel this fulphureous body of clouds,
which feemed to threaten fome future thunder of extra-
ordinary violence, had made feveral changes in his mi-
niftry, and had removed fome of his faithfulleft fervants
from places of the higheft troft and dignity. The al-

teration
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