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6o REMARKS ON THE LIFE

A milk avbite moufe, immortal and anchane'd,
14

Fedon [oft checfe, and o’er the duiry rang d.

But afterwards, upon Mr. MouxTacguE's promotion
to the chancellorfhip ‘of the Exchequer, Prior, with a
good humoured indignation at feeing his friend pre-
ferred, and himfelf negletted, concludes an epiftle writ-
ten in the year 1698, to FLezrwoop SxepHErD, Elg;
with thefe three lines,

My friend Craarvnes MouNTAGUER™s prefed,
Nor wvou'd I have it long obfer<’d,

r - el - Tk SeEgie : - i L
That one Moufe cats, avhile £other's Jlarv d.

You will find the charaders of the four impeached
Tords defcribed under Athenian names. Procion is the
Earl of Porrtrawp. Aristipes is Lord SoMEers.
TremisTocLes is the Earl of Orrorb, PERICLESIS
the-Earl of Harnirax. In parallels of this fort, itis
impoflible that every circumftance fhould tally with the
utmoft exaltnefs : but the whole treatife is full of hiito-
rical ‘knowledge, and excellent refleGtions. ' It is' not
mrixed with any improper fallies of wit, or any light
airs ‘of humour: and in point of ftyle and learning, 1s
equal, if not {uperior, to any of his political works.

Subfequent to the difcourfe concerning Athens and Rouit,
is & paper written in the year 1703, in derifion of the
ftyle and manner of Mr. RoperT BoyrLE. To what a
height mult the fpirit ‘of farcafm arife in an author,

who




AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFTE. 6¢
who could prevail upon himfelf to ridicule fo good a
man as Mr. Boyre?: The {word of wit, liké the
{cythe of time, cuts down friend and foe, and attacks
every obje&t that accidentally lies in its way. But,
fharp and irrefiftible as the edge of it may be, Mr.
Boyre will always remain invualnerable.

The fentiments of a church-of-England-many. avith refpelE
to religion and government, Was written in thi€ year r708.
It is adapted to that particular period. The ftyle of the
whole pamphlet is nervous, and, except in {ome few
places, impartial. The ftate of . Holland is fo juitly,
and, at the fame time, fo concifely delineated, that I
cannot help tranferibing it. Speaking of ‘the Darch,
the author fays,  They are a commonavealth founded on ¢
“ fudden, by a defperate attempt on & defpérate condition,
“ ot formed or digefled into a regular [fiftem by mature
“ thought and veafon, but huddled up under the preffure of
¢ Judden exigencies; calculated for no long duration, and
“ litherta fubfifting by accident in the midft of contending
€ powers, awho cannot yet agreé about fharing it amongft
“ them.” ‘This tra&t is very well worth your réading
and attention: and it confirms an eobfervation which
will perpetually occur, that SwirT excels in whateves
ftyle or manner he afflumes. When he isin earneft, his
firength of reafon carries with it convi@ion. When in
jeft, every competitor in the race of Wit is 1éft behind
him,

The argument againft abolifbing Chriffianityis carried on
with the higheft wit and hufour. Graver divites
threaten the irredders with future punifhments: S¥rrr
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