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6p REMARKS ON THE LIFE

A milk white moufe, immortal and unchanged,
Fed on foft cheefe, and o' er the dairy ranged.

But afterwards , upon Mr . Mountague ' s promotion
to the chancellorfhip of the Exchequer , Prior , with a
good humoured indignation at feeing his friend pre¬
ferred , and himfelf neglected , concludes an epiftle writ¬
ten in the year 1698 , to Fleetwood Shepherd , E%
with thefe three lines,

My friend Charles Mountague '; frefer 'd, ")
Nor ivoud lha 've it long obfer-iid , >
That one Moufe eats , 'while father 's ftarv 'd . J

You .will find the characters of the four impeached
lords defcribed under Athenian names . PHOcion is the
Earl of Portland . Aristides is Lord Somers.
Themistocles is the Earl of Orford . Pericles is

the Earl of Hallifax . In parallels of this fort , it is
impoffible that every circumftance mould tally with the
ntmoft exa &nefs : but the whole treatife is full of hifto-

rical knowledge , and excellent reflections . It is not
mixed with any improper fallies of wit , or any light
airs of humour : and in point of ftyle and learning , is
equal , if not fuperior , to any of his political works.

Subfequent to the difcourfe concerning Athens and Rome,
is a paper written in the year 1703 , in derilion of the
ftyle and manner of Mr . Robert Boyi .e . To what a
height mull the fpirit of farcafm arife in an author,

• - who
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who could prevail upon himfelf to ridicule fo good a
man as Mr . Boyle ? The fword of wit , like the
fcythe of time , cuts down friend and foe , and attack*
every objeft that accidentally lies in its way . But,
fharp and irrefiftible as the edge of it may be , Mr.
Boyle will always remain invulnerable.

The fentiments of a church -of-England -man , ivith refpeil
to religion and government , was written in the year 1708.
It is adapted to that particular period . The flyle of the
whole pamphlet is nervous , and , except in fome few
places , impartial . The flate of Holland is fo jutlly,
and , at the fame time , fo concifely delineated , that I
cannot help tranfcribing it . Speaking of the Butch,
the author fays , " They are a commonwealth founded on d
" fudden , by a defperate attempt on a defperate condition,
H not formed or digejied into a regular fyftem by mature
" thought and reafon , but huddled up under the preffure of
" fudden exigencies ; calculated for no long duration , and
" hitherto fubjijiing by accident in the midft of contending
" powers , nvho cannot yet agree about fharing it eimongjl
" them . '" This draft is very well worth your reading
and attention : and it confirms an obfervation which
will perpetually occur , that Swift excels in whatever
ftyle or manner he afiumes . When he is in earheft , bis
llrength of reafon carries with it convifHon , When in
jell , every competitor in the race of wit is left behind
him.

The argument again/ } abolijhing Chriftianityh carried on
with the higheft wit and humour . Graver divines
threaten the irreaders with future punifhments : Swift

artfully
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