UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

Remarks On The Life and Writings Of Dr. Jonathan Swift,
Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin

Orrery, John Boyle of
London, 1752

The Argument against abolishing Christianity.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFTE. 6¢
who could prevail upon himfelf to ridicule fo good a
man as Mr. Boyre?: The {word of wit, liké the
{cythe of time, cuts down friend and foe, and attacks
every obje&t that accidentally lies in its way. But,
fharp and irrefiftible as the edge of it may be, Mr.
Boyre will always remain invualnerable.

The fentiments of a church-of-England-many. avith refpelE
to religion and government, Was written in thi€ year r708.
It is adapted to that particular period. The ftyle of the
whole pamphlet is nervous, and, except in {ome few
places, impartial. The ftate of . Holland is fo juitly,
and, at the fame time, fo concifely delineated, that I
cannot help tranferibing it. Speaking of ‘the Darch,
the author fays,  They are a commonavealth founded on ¢
“ fudden, by a defperate attempt on & defpérate condition,
“ ot formed or digefled into a regular [fiftem by mature
“ thought and veafon, but huddled up under the preffure of
¢ Judden exigencies; calculated for no long duration, and
“ litherta fubfifting by accident in the midft of contending
€ powers, awho cannot yet agreé about fharing it amongft
“ them.” ‘This tra&t is very well worth your réading
and attention: and it confirms an eobfervation which
will perpetually occur, that SwirT excels in whateves
ftyle or manner he afflumes. When he isin earneft, his
firength of reafon carries with it convi@ion. When in
jeft, every competitor in the race of Wit is 1éft behind
him,

The argument againft abolifbing Chriffianityis carried on
with the higheft wit and hufour. Graver divites
threaten the irredders with future punifhments: S¥rrr
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62 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

artfully exhibits a piGture of prefent fhame. He judged
rightly inimagining that a {mall treatife, written with
{pirit:of ‘mirth and freedom, muft be more eflicacious;
than long fermons, or laborious leffons of ‘morality.
He endeavours to laugh us into religion ; well knowing,
that we are often laughed out of it. - As you have not
read the pamphlet, excufe a quotation, to whichumay,
be prefixed the old proverbex pede Herculent. - 5 Tavould
. fain know (fays the. Dean) how it can be pretendeds
s that the churches are mifapplied. . Where are more ap-
<< pointments and rendezvonfes of gallantny ? W here: mote
¢ care to appear in the foremoft box awith greater advantagt
s of drefs 2 Where more mectings for bufinefs 2 Where
¢ more bargains driven of all forts? And avhere fo many
 conweniencies or incitements ta fleep ?

"The papers which immediately follow are entirely
humorous, and relate to ParTrrpce the almanac maks
er: and although they are not only temporary,:but o
cal, yet by an art peculiar to Sw et himfelf, theyare
rendered immortal, {fo as to be read with pleafure, as
long as the Englith language fubfifts.

To thefe fucceeds A projeét for the advancement of relt=
gion, and the reformation of manners, written in the }rcar.
1709y and dedicated to the Countefls of Bergweys
"The ‘author appears in: earneft throughout the whole
treatife, ~and the dedication, or introduétion, ds ina
~ ftrain of ferious panegyric, which the Lady, to whony

it is addrefled, undoubtedly deferved. But as the pam-
phlet -is -of the {atirical kind, I am apt to imagmnesr
that my friend the Dean put a-violence upon himfelf, i
chufing

Ty
e TP




	Seite 61
	Seite 62

