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AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 6$
thufing to appear candidly ferrous, rather than to laugh
filently under his ufual mafk of gravity . Read it, and
tell me your opinion : for methinks , upon thefe occa¬
sions, I perceive him writing in fhackles.

The tritical effay on the faculties of the mind, will make
you fmile.

The letter to the Earl of"OxfORDfor correSling, improv¬
ing, and afcertaining the Englifh tonguemight have been
a very ufeful performance , if it had been longer , and
lefs eclypfed by compliments to the noble perfon to
whom it is addrefTed. It feems to have been intended
as a preface to fome more enlarged defign : at the head
of which fuch an introduction muft have appeared with
great propriety . A work of this kind is much wanted,
as our language , inftead of being improved, is every
day growing worfe, and more debafed. We bewilder
ourfelves in various orthography ; we fpeak, and we
write at random ; and if a man's common converfation
were,to be committed to paper , he would be ftartled
for to find himfelf guilty in a few fentences, of fo many
folecifms and fuch falfe Englifh. I believe we are the
only people in the Chriftian world , who repeat the
Lord's Prayer , in an ungrammatical manner : and I
remember to have heard , that when a motion wa*s made
in the Convocation to alter the word [which] for the
word [who] the propofition was reje&ed by the majority.
This inftance may fhew you of what fort of men, the
moft learned , and even the moft reverend affemblies,
are fometimes compofed. But let us confider the con¬
duct ©f a neighbouring nation . How induftrious have
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