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»6  REMARKS ON THE LIFE
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My dear HamivLTON,

Have received yours of the z4th inftant. You feem

{fo much pleafed with the commentaries relating to
Vanessa, and you have expreflfed fo much fatisfation
in my account of Sterra, that probably you wifh
SwiFT to have had as many wives and miftreffes as So-
£.oMoN, in order to furnifh me with perpetual materials
for the hiftory of a Lady. It is true, my friend the
Dean kept company with many of the fair fex, but they
were rather his amufement than his admiration. He
trifled away many hours in their converfation, he filled
many pages in their praife, and by the power of his
head, he gained the charatter of a lover, without the
leaft affiftance from his heart. 'To this particular kind
of pride, fupported by the bent of his genius, and joined
by the exceflive coldnefs of his nature, Vangessa owed
the ruin of her reputation, and from the fame caufes,
Sterra remained an unacknowledged wife. If we
confider Swirr’s behaviour, fo far only as it relates ta
women, we fhall find, that he looked upon them rather
as bufts, than as whole figures. In his panegyrical
defcriptions,
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defcriptions, he has feldom defeended lower than the
center of their hearts: or if ever he has defigned a
compleat ftatue, it has been generally caft in a dirty,
ot in a difagreecable mould : as if the ftatuary had not
conceived, or had not experienced, that juftnefs of
proportion, that delicacy of limb, and thofe pleafing,
and graceful attitudes which have conftituted the fex to
be the moft beautiful part of the creation. If you review
his feveral poems to Sterra, you will find them fuller
of affeftion than defire, and more expreflive of friend-
fhip, than of love. For example,

Thou, STELLA, avert no longer young,
When firft for thee my barp I firung ;
Without one word of CUPID’s darts,

OF killing eyes, or bleeding bearts:
With friendibip and efteem poffoft
1 ue'er admitted Love a gusft,

Moft of the poems, which are abfolutely addrefled
%0 StErLLa, or which defcribe her in a- variety of
attitudes, turn upon her age: alkind of excufe perhaps
for Swarr’s want of love.

I began one of my former letters, my dear Hamrr-
TON, by a declaration that it was impoffible for me ta
pafs a very minute comment upon the various pieces
that he has written ; and I muft renew the fame declar-
ation in regard to his poems. They are not only
mingled impropeily, in points of dates, and fubjes,
but many, very many of them, are temporary, trifling,
' ' and
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atid [ had almoft {aid puerile. Several of them aré
perfonal, and confequently fcarce amufing ; or at leaft
they leave a very fmall impreffion upon our minds.
Such indeed as are likely to draw your attention, are

exquifite, and fo peculiarly his own, that whoever has*

dared to imitate him in thefe, or in-any of his works,
has conftantly failed in the attempt. Upon a general view
of his poetry, we fhall find him, as in his other perform-
anices, ‘an uncommon, furprizing, heteroclite genius:
lirxurious-in his faney, lively in his ideas, humorous m’
his defcriptions, and bitter, exceeding bitter in his fatyr.
The reftleflnefs of his imagination, and the difappoint-
ment of his ambition, have both contributed to hinder
him from undertaking any poetical work of length or
importance. His wit was fufficient to every labour :
no flight could have wearied the ftrength of his pinions:
perhaps if the extenfive views of his nature had been
fully fatisfied, his airy motions had been more regular;
and lefs fudden. But, he now appears, like an eagle
that is fometimes chained, and at that particular time;
for want of nobler, and more proper food, diverts his.
confinement, and appeafes his hunger, by deftroying
the gnats, butterflies, and . other wretched infeéts;
that unluckily happen to buzz, or flutter within his
reach. .
While T have been reading over this volume of his
poetry, I have confidered him as an Zgyptian hiero-
alyphic, which;, though it had an unnatural, and fres
guently an indecent appearance, yet it always contamn-
ed fome fecret. marks of wifdom, and fometimes ©f
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deep morality. The fubjeéts of his poems are often
naufeous, and the performances beautifully difagree-
able.

The Lady's Dreffing Room has been univerfally condemn.
ed, as deficient in point. of delicacy, even to.the high-
elt degree. The beft apology that can be made in its
favour, is to fuppofe, that the author exhibited.his Ce-
LiA in the moft hideous celours he could find, left (he
might be miftaken as a goddefs, when {he was only a
mortal. - External beauty is very alluring to youth and
nexperience ; and SwiFr, by pulling off the -borrowed:
plumes of his harpy, difcovers at once a frightful bird
of prey, and by making her offenfive, renders her lefs
dangerous and inviting. Such, I hope; was his defign ;-
but let his views and motives have been ever fo benefi-
cial; his  general want of delicacy and decorum, muft
not hope even to find the fhadow of an excufe; for it is
impoffible not to- own, that he too frequently forgets
that politenefs and tendernefs of manners, which are un-
doubtedly due to human kind. From his early, and
repeated difappointments, he became a mifanthrope. If
his mind had been more eqnal and content, I am wil-
ling to believe; that he would have viewed the works
of ‘nature: with a more ‘benign afpeé. And pethaps,
under a lefs conftant rotation of anxiety, he might have
preferved his fenfes to the laft fcene of life, and might
haveenjoyed that calm exit from the ftage, for which his
friend Horace fo earneftly fupplicates AroLro,

A
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Frui paratis et walido mihi
Latoe: donesy- et precor, integra
Cum menté : nec turpem fenellam
Degere, nec cithard carentent.

I have already told you, that his pride was fo grea
as fcarce to admit any body to the leaft thare of his
friendfhip, except fuch who could amufe him, or fuch
who could do him honour. To thefe two different
clafles, we owe many of his poems. His companions
and humble followers find themfelves immortalized by
the infertion of their names in addrefies to Strria,
or in other mifcellaneous pieces written in an eafy, al-
though not in a carelefs manner. His more exalted
friends, whofe ftations and charaéters did him honour, i
are treated in a different ftyle :-and you will perceive a
real dignity, and a moft delicate kind of wit in all his
poems to Lord Oxrorp, Lord Perersoroven, Lord
CarTERET *, Mr. Purtney , and I think I may pars
ticularly add, in a poem to the Countefs of Wincutn=
sEa , and another to Mrs. Biony Frovpe, Thefe
names abetted him in his putfuit of fame, They rez |
fleed back the glory which he gave.  But, ftill Tean- |
wot recollett one poem, nay, fcarce a couplet, to his |

® Now Earl of GranviLE.
b Now Earl of BaTH.
¢ Under the name of ARDELIA.

noble f

s
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noble patron Lord Bovinceroke. In that inftance he
lias been as filent, as Vircrir has been to Horace,
and yet he certainly had mnot-a grain. of envy in his
Compofition,

I think T can difcern a third kind of ftyle in his
poeiss addrefled to Mr, Pore, Mr. Gay, Dr. DeLany,
and Dr. Yousc. When he writes to them, there is &
mixture of eafe, dignity, familiarify, and affe&tion.
They were his intimate friends, whom he loved fincere-
ly, and whom he wifhed to accompany into the poetical
regions of eternity. 3

I have juft now caft my eye over a poem called Death
and Daphne, which makes ine recollet an-odd incident
relating to that nymph. Swirr, foon after our ac-
quaintance, introduced me to her, as to one of his fe-

| male favourites. I had fearce been half an hour in hér
company, before fhe afked me, i1f I had feen the Dean’s

poem upon Death and Daphre. As 1 told her I had not,

fhe immediately unlocked a cabinet, and bringing out

the manufcript, read it to me with a feeming fatisfa&ion,

of which, at that fime, I doubted the fincerity. While

fhe was reading, the Dean was perpetually corredting

her for bad pronunciation, and for placing a wrong em-

\ Phafis upon particular words.  As foon as fhe had gone
| thorough the compofition, fhe affured me fmilingly, that
: the portrait of Daruse was drawn for heifelf; I begged
l to be excufed from believing it, and protefted that I
'- could not fee one feature that had the leaft refemblance,
but the Dean immediately. burft into a fit of laughter.

_{ ©* Youfancy, fayshe, that youare very polite, but youdre
G * much
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¢ much miftaken.  That Lady had ratherbea Darung

¢ drawn by me, than a Sacaarissa by any other pen-

¢¢-¢il.” * She confirmed what he had faid, with great
earneftnefs, {o that I had no eother method of retrieving
my error, than by whifpering in her ear, as I was con-
ducting her down ftairs to dimner, that indeed I found

¢ Ker hand as dry and cold as lead.”

You fee the command which SwirFr had over all his |
females; and you would have fmiled to have found his '

boufe, a conftant feraglio of very virtuous women, who
attended him from morning till night, with an obedi-

ence, an awe, and an affiduity, that are {eldom paid to
the richeft, or the moft powerful lovers; no, noteven '
to the Grand Signor himfelf.

To thefe Ladies, Swirt owed the publication of
many pieces, which ought never to have been delivered
to the prefs. He communicated every compofition as

foon as finithed, to his female fenate, who, not only
pafled their judgement on the performance, but cons

ftantly afked, and almoft as conftantly obtained, a copy
of it. = You cannot be {urprized that it was immediately

afterwards feen in print: and when printed, became

a part of his works. He lived much at home, and
P -

was contingally writing, when alone. Not any of his

Senators prefumed to approach him when he fignified
his pleafure to-remain in private, and without interrup- I
tion, Elis nightoown and {lippers were not eafier put

on or off, than his attendants. No Prince ever met F
with more flattery to his own perfon, or more devotion
2 4]
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to his own mandates. This defpotic pewer rot only
blinded him, ‘but gave a loofe to paflions that ought'to
have been kept under a proper reftraint, I am
forry to fay, that whole nations are fometimes facrificed
to his refentment. Refle&tions of that' fort appear to.
me the leaft juftifiable of any kind of fatyr. You will
read his Aeerrima with indignation; and his Minutiz
with regret. Yet I muft add, that fince he'has defcended
| fo low as to write, and, ftill fo much lower, as to print

riddles, he is excellent even in that kind of verfification.
The lines are fmoother, the expreflions are neater, and
the thought is clofer purfued than in any other 7iddle-
weiter whatever., But, SwirFT compofing riddles, is
Trriax painting draught-boards, which muft have been
inexcufable, while there remained a fign-poft painfcr in
the world.

At the latter end of the volume, you will find two
Latin poems. The firft, 4z Epiftle to Dr. SneripAx ;
thelat, 4 defcription of the rocks at Carbery in Ireland.
The Dean was extremely folicitous; that they houldibe
printed among his works: ‘and what is ho lefs tfue
than amazing, he affumed to himfelf mote vanity upomn

| thefe two Latin poems; than upon many of his beft
- Englifh performdances. It is faid; that Mizron i his
: own judgement preferred the Poradife regained to the
Paradife -Ipft. There poffibly might be found fonie ex
l cufe: for fuch a preference, but in Swirt’s cafe there
. tanbe none:  He underftood the Latin language perfeétly
r} well, and ke read it conftantly, but he wasno Latin potte
And if the Cardérize rupes, and the Epiftola ad THOUAM

| 1
G 2 SHERI~
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Swrripan, had been the produce of any other author,
they muft have undergone a fevere cenfure from Dr.
SwiIFT.

Here I thall difmifs this volume of his poems, which
has drdwn me into a greater length of letter than I in-
tended. Adieu, my Hawm, believe me ever,

Your affeltionate Father,

ORRERY,

N
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My dear Hamirrox,

HE third volume of Swirr’s works contains

l The travels of LEmuEL GULLIVER inte feveral
semote nations of the world. 'T'hey are divided into four
parts ; the firfk, a voyage to Lillipur; the fecond, 2
voyage t0 Brobdingnag ; the third, to Laputa and other
iflands ; the fourth, and moft extraordinary, to the
country of the Houybnbnms. Thefe voyages are intended
as'a‘moral political romance, in which Swirr feems
to have exerted the firongeft efforts of a fine irregular
genins, But while his imagination and his wit delight,
the venomous firokes of his fatyr, although in {fome
places
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