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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. g3

SRR T R R R R e R Y

Li- B Lol o BB n bl

r My dear HamivTon,

H E third part of GuLL1ver's travels isin genca
ral written againft chymifts, mathematicians,
mechanics, and projeétors of all kinds,

Swirr was little acquainted with mathematical
knowledge, and was prejudiced againft it, by obferving
the firange effects it produced in thofe, who applied
themfelves entirely to that fcience. No part of hu-
man literature has giv'cn greater ftrength to the mind,
or has produced greater benefits to mankind, than the
feveral branches of learning that may pafs under the -
general denomination of mathematics. But the abufes
\ of this ftudy, the idle, thin, immechanical refinements

of it, are juft fubjes of fatyr. 'The teal ufe of know-
ledge is to invigorate, not to enervate the faculties of
reafon, Learning degenerates int6 a {pecies of mad-
nefs, when it is not {uperior to what it pofiefleth, The
{cientific powers are moft evident, when, they are ca-

pable
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pable of exerting themf{elves in the focial duties of life:
when, they wear no chains, but can freely difengage
themfelves, and like a found conftitution of body, rife
chearful, and more vigorous by the food they hive
acquired, being neither opprefled, nor rendered ftupid
by the labours of digeftion.

Lord Bacox has juftly expofed the vain purfuits of
oftentatious pedants in the different parts of learning;
and their unaccountable temerity in deducing general
rules from arbitrary maxims, or few experiments : he
has likewife fixed upon a {ure and certain bafis, the pro-
cedure and limits of the human underftanding. Swier
bas purfued the {ame plan in a different manner, and

has placed the imaginary fchemes of all pretenders,
in a more ludicrous, and therefore in a more proper

light.

Ridiculur: acvi

. T e
Fortius ac melius magnas pleruinque fecar ves,

He cannot be fuppofed to condemn ufeful expeti
ments, or the right application of them : but he ridi-
cules the vain attempts, and irregular produétions of ]
thofe rafh men, WhO, like IKION, cmbracing a cloud .
inftead of a goddefs, plagued- the world with centaurs,
whilft JuriTEer, from the embraces of a Juxo, and an
ArcMmENa, blefled the earth with an Heng, and an:
HEercuLEs,

However |
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However wild the defcription of the fying ifland, and
the manners, and various projecis of the philofophers
of Lagado may appear, yetitis a re  piétare embellith-
ed with much latent wit and ] humour. It isa fatyr up-
on thofe aftronomers and mathematicians, who have {o
entirely dedicated their time to the planets, that they
have been carelefs of their family and country, and
have been chiefly anxious, about the ‘ceconomy and
welfare of: the upper worlds. But if we confider
SWIFT’s romance in a ferious light, we fhall find him
of opinion, that thofe determinations in philofophy,
which at prefent feem to_the moft knowing men to be
perfettly well founded and underftood, are in reality
unfettled, or uncertain, and may perhaps fome ages
hence be as much decried, as the axioms of Aris-
TOTLE are at this day., SirIsaac NewTon and his
notions may hereafter be out of fafhion. . There is a
kind of mode in philofophy, as well as in other things:
and fuch modes often change more from the humour
and caprice of men, than either from the unre eafonable,
or the ill-founded conclufions of the philofophy itfelf.
The reafoni ings of {ome philofophers have undoubtedly
better foundﬂumm than thofe of others: but I am of
opinion (and Swirr {eems to be in the fame way of

thinking) that the moft applauded philofophy hitherto
extant has not fully, clearly,” and certainly explained
many difliculties in the phznomena of nature. I am
induced to believe, that God may have abfolutely de-

nied us the perfec knowledge of many points in phi-

H lofophy,
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lofophy, fo that we fhall never arrive at that perfec-
tion, however certain we may fuppofe ourfelves of
having attained to it already. Upon the whole, we
may {ay with TuorLy, Omuibus _ﬁ:’ré in rebas, et maximg

in phyficis quid non fit citius, quam quid fit, dixerim.
The projeét for a more eafy and expeditious method

of writing a treatife in any {cience, by a woeden en-
gine ®, is entertainingly fatyrical, and is aimed at thofe
authors, who, inftead of receiving materials from their
own thoughts and obfervations, colleét from dictiona-
ries and common place-books, an irregular variety,
without order, ufe, or defign,

Ut nec pes nec caput unii
[ 2

Reddatur forme.

The proje&t of fhortning a difcourfe, by cutting po- |
lyfyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and paiti- '
ciples ?, is pointed at the pernicious cuftom of con-

trafting the Englith language, the dialett of which
is naturally harfh, and that harfhnefs is ftill encreafed
by improper contra&tions. As SwirT was fcrupulouﬂy
exact in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not the
leaft improper expreflion ever efcaped his cenfure : and \

I remember to have feen in manufcript a dictionary of :
hard words, compofed by him for the ufe of his female |
fenate.

» Page 218.
> Page 220.

The
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a

The fixth chapter * is full of feverity and fnt}fr.
Sometimes it is exerted againft. the legiflative power

fometimes againft particular politicians : ir)L.LL.:m-:.;
againft women : and fometimes it degenerates into filth.
True humour ought to be kept up with decency, and
dignity, or it lofes every tinGture of entertainment.
Defcriptions that fhock our delicacy cannof have the
leaft good effect upen our minds. 'The y oftend us, and
we fly precipitately from the fight. . We cannot ftay
long enough to examine, whether wit, fenfe, or mo-
mh”, may be couched under {uch odious ap pCﬁ.L...ll"L,
L am forry to {fay, that thefe fort of de {criptions, which

are too often inter{perfed throughout all Swirr’s works,

_“

are feldom written with any other view, or from any
r'rhc,'-.- motive, than a wild unbridled indulgence of his
own humour and difpofition.

He feems to have finifhed his voyage to Larura in
a carelefs hurrying manner, which makes mie almoft
think, that fometimes he was tired with his work, and
attempted to run through it as faft as he could ; other-
wile why was the curtain dropped {o foon? or why
were. we deprived of fo noble a feene as might
have been difcovered in the ifland of Glubdul nu?b

g

where the governor, by his il in necromancy, had the

>

}'ﬂ.}:;.;'r;-- E_Z'_,""‘ calli g avbom ke ffc(?fm’{ f.-' o the dead ? 1 h Ve
not time by this poft to write to you my thoughts upon
a fubje®, which I confefs awakened, but by no means

fatishied my curiofity. I lamented to find fo many il-
& Page 221, ® Chap. 7. Page 252.
H 2 luftrions
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luftrious ghofts vanifh fo-quickly, and fo abruptly from
my fight, many of whom were of the brighteit cha-
racters in hiftory. In my next letter I {hall endeavour
to detain them a little longer in Leiceffer-fields, than
Swirr fuffered them to ftay in the ifland of Sor-

Cerers.
I am,

*My dear HamiLToON, .

Your affeclionate Father,

ORRERY.

My deareft HamiLTOR, : ‘

Believe it would be impoffible to find out the defign
I of Dr. SwirT; in fummoning up a parcel of ap-
_paritions, that from their behaviour, orfrom any thing \
they fay, are almoft of as little confequence, as the :

ghofts in Gax’s farce of the What dye call it. Pee. |
he |

haps, Swirr’s general defign might be, to arraign t
condué& of eminent perfons after their death, and to
convey their names, and images to .pofterity, deprivcd J'

of thofe falfe colours, in which they fo¥merly appoat {
ed.
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