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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. g3

SRR T R R R R e R Y

Li- B Lol o BB n bl

r My dear HamivTon,

H E third part of GuLL1ver's travels isin genca
ral written againft chymifts, mathematicians,
mechanics, and projeétors of all kinds,

Swirr was little acquainted with mathematical
knowledge, and was prejudiced againft it, by obferving
the firange effects it produced in thofe, who applied
themfelves entirely to that fcience. No part of hu-
man literature has giv'cn greater ftrength to the mind,
or has produced greater benefits to mankind, than the
feveral branches of learning that may pafs under the -
general denomination of mathematics. But the abufes
\ of this ftudy, the idle, thin, immechanical refinements

of it, are juft fubjes of fatyr. 'The teal ufe of know-
ledge is to invigorate, not to enervate the faculties of
reafon, Learning degenerates int6 a {pecies of mad-
nefs, when it is not {uperior to what it pofiefleth, The
{cientific powers are moft evident, when, they are ca-

pable
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pable of exerting themf{elves in the focial duties of life:
when, they wear no chains, but can freely difengage
themfelves, and like a found conftitution of body, rife
chearful, and more vigorous by the food they hive
acquired, being neither opprefled, nor rendered ftupid
by the labours of digeftion.

Lord Bacox has juftly expofed the vain purfuits of
oftentatious pedants in the different parts of learning;
and their unaccountable temerity in deducing general
rules from arbitrary maxims, or few experiments : he
has likewife fixed upon a {ure and certain bafis, the pro-
cedure and limits of the human underftanding. Swier
bas purfued the {ame plan in a different manner, and

has placed the imaginary fchemes of all pretenders,
in a more ludicrous, and therefore in a more proper

light.

Ridiculur: acvi

. T e
Fortius ac melius magnas pleruinque fecar ves,

He cannot be fuppofed to condemn ufeful expeti
ments, or the right application of them : but he ridi-
cules the vain attempts, and irregular produétions of ]
thofe rafh men, WhO, like IKION, cmbracing a cloud .
inftead of a goddefs, plagued- the world with centaurs,
whilft JuriTEer, from the embraces of a Juxo, and an
ArcMmENa, blefled the earth with an Heng, and an:
HEercuLEs,

However |
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However wild the defcription of the fying ifland, and
the manners, and various projecis of the philofophers
of Lagado may appear, yetitis a re  piétare embellith-
ed with much latent wit and ] humour. It isa fatyr up-
on thofe aftronomers and mathematicians, who have {o
entirely dedicated their time to the planets, that they
have been carelefs of their family and country, and
have been chiefly anxious, about the ‘ceconomy and
welfare of: the upper worlds. But if we confider
SWIFT’s romance in a ferious light, we fhall find him
of opinion, that thofe determinations in philofophy,
which at prefent feem to_the moft knowing men to be
perfettly well founded and underftood, are in reality
unfettled, or uncertain, and may perhaps fome ages
hence be as much decried, as the axioms of Aris-
TOTLE are at this day., SirIsaac NewTon and his
notions may hereafter be out of fafhion. . There is a
kind of mode in philofophy, as well as in other things:
and fuch modes often change more from the humour
and caprice of men, than either from the unre eafonable,
or the ill-founded conclufions of the philofophy itfelf.
The reafoni ings of {ome philofophers have undoubtedly
better foundﬂumm than thofe of others: but I am of
opinion (and Swirr {eems to be in the fame way of

thinking) that the moft applauded philofophy hitherto
extant has not fully, clearly,” and certainly explained
many difliculties in the phznomena of nature. I am
induced to believe, that God may have abfolutely de-

nied us the perfec knowledge of many points in phi-

H lofophy,
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