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AND WRITINGS OF Dr, SWIFT. 07

However wild the defcription of the fying ifland, and
the manners, and various projecis of the philofophers
of Lagado may appear, yetitis a re  piétare embellith-
ed with much latent wit and ] humour. It isa fatyr up-
on thofe aftronomers and mathematicians, who have {o
entirely dedicated their time to the planets, that they
have been carelefs of their family and country, and
have been chiefly anxious, about the ‘ceconomy and
welfare of: the upper worlds. But if we confider
SWIFT’s romance in a ferious light, we fhall find him
of opinion, that thofe determinations in philofophy,
which at prefent feem to_the moft knowing men to be
perfettly well founded and underftood, are in reality
unfettled, or uncertain, and may perhaps fome ages
hence be as much decried, as the axioms of Aris-
TOTLE are at this day., SirIsaac NewTon and his
notions may hereafter be out of fafhion. . There is a
kind of mode in philofophy, as well as in other things:
and fuch modes often change more from the humour
and caprice of men, than either from the unre eafonable,
or the ill-founded conclufions of the philofophy itfelf.
The reafoni ings of {ome philofophers have undoubtedly
better foundﬂumm than thofe of others: but I am of
opinion (and Swirr {eems to be in the fame way of

thinking) that the moft applauded philofophy hitherto
extant has not fully, clearly,” and certainly explained
many difliculties in the phznomena of nature. I am
induced to believe, that God may have abfolutely de-

nied us the perfec knowledge of many points in phi-

H lofophy,
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lofophy, fo that we fhall never arrive at that perfec-
tion, however certain we may fuppofe ourfelves of
having attained to it already. Upon the whole, we
may {ay with TuorLy, Omuibus _ﬁ:’ré in rebas, et maximg

in phyficis quid non fit citius, quam quid fit, dixerim.
The projeét for a more eafy and expeditious method

of writing a treatife in any {cience, by a woeden en-
gine ®, is entertainingly fatyrical, and is aimed at thofe
authors, who, inftead of receiving materials from their
own thoughts and obfervations, colleét from dictiona-
ries and common place-books, an irregular variety,
without order, ufe, or defign,

Ut nec pes nec caput unii
[ 2

Reddatur forme.

The proje&t of fhortning a difcourfe, by cutting po- |
lyfyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and paiti- '
ciples ?, is pointed at the pernicious cuftom of con-

trafting the Englith language, the dialett of which
is naturally harfh, and that harfhnefs is ftill encreafed
by improper contra&tions. As SwirT was fcrupulouﬂy
exact in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not the
leaft improper expreflion ever efcaped his cenfure : and \

I remember to have feen in manufcript a dictionary of :
hard words, compofed by him for the ufe of his female |
fenate.

» Page 218.
> Page 220.
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