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98 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

lofophy, fo that we fhall never arrive at that perfec-
tion, however certain we may fuppofe ourfelves of
having attained to it already. Upon the whole, we
may {ay with TuorLy, Omuibus _ﬁ:’ré in rebas, et maximg

in phyficis quid non fit citius, quam quid fit, dixerim.
The projeét for a more eafy and expeditious method

of writing a treatife in any {cience, by a woeden en-
gine ®, is entertainingly fatyrical, and is aimed at thofe
authors, who, inftead of receiving materials from their
own thoughts and obfervations, colleét from dictiona-
ries and common place-books, an irregular variety,
without order, ufe, or defign,

Ut nec pes nec caput unii
[ 2

Reddatur forme.

The proje&t of fhortning a difcourfe, by cutting po- |
lyfyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and paiti- '
ciples ?, is pointed at the pernicious cuftom of con-

trafting the Englith language, the dialett of which
is naturally harfh, and that harfhnefs is ftill encreafed
by improper contra&tions. As SwirT was fcrupulouﬂy
exact in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not the
leaft improper expreflion ever efcaped his cenfure : and \

I remember to have feen in manufcript a dictionary of :
hard words, compofed by him for the ufe of his female |
fenate.

» Page 218.
> Page 220.
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The fixth chapter * is full of feverity and fnt}fr.
Sometimes it is exerted againft. the legiflative power

fometimes againft particular politicians : ir)L.LL.:m-:.;
againft women : and fometimes it degenerates into filth.
True humour ought to be kept up with decency, and
dignity, or it lofes every tinGture of entertainment.
Defcriptions that fhock our delicacy cannof have the
leaft good effect upen our minds. 'The y oftend us, and
we fly precipitately from the fight. . We cannot ftay
long enough to examine, whether wit, fenfe, or mo-
mh”, may be couched under {uch odious ap pCﬁ.L...ll"L,
L am forry to {fay, that thefe fort of de {criptions, which

are too often inter{perfed throughout all Swirr’s works,

_“

are feldom written with any other view, or from any
r'rhc,'-.- motive, than a wild unbridled indulgence of his
own humour and difpofition.

He feems to have finifhed his voyage to Larura in
a carelefs hurrying manner, which makes mie almoft
think, that fometimes he was tired with his work, and
attempted to run through it as faft as he could ; other-
wile why was the curtain dropped {o foon? or why
were. we deprived of fo noble a feene as might
have been difcovered in the ifland of Glubdul nu?b

g

where the governor, by his il in necromancy, had the

>

}'ﬂ.}:;.;'r;-- E_Z'_,""‘ calli g avbom ke ffc(?fm’{ f.-' o the dead ? 1 h Ve
not time by this poft to write to you my thoughts upon
a fubje®, which I confefs awakened, but by no means

fatishied my curiofity. I lamented to find fo many il-
& Page 221, ® Chap. 7. Page 252.
H 2 luftrions
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