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ioo REMARKS ON THE LIFE

luftriou3 ghofts van-ifh fo quickly, and fo abruptly from
my light , many of whom were of the brighteft cha¬
racters in hiftory. In my next letter I lhall endeavour
to detain them a little longer in Lekcftcr-fields, than
Swift fuffered them to ftay in the ifland of Sor¬
cerers.

. I am, '.

*My dear Hamilton,

Your affeftionate Father,

O R R E R Y.

mmm ®vMmmmm ®>mm®

LETTER XIII.

My dearejl Hamilton,

IBelieve it would be impoffible to find out the defign
of Dr . Swift , in fummoning up a parcel of ap-

.paritions , that from their behaviour , or from anything
they fay, are almoft of as little confequence, as the
ghofts in Gay ' s farce of the What dje call it . Per¬
haps , Swift ' s general defign might be, to arraign the
conduft of eminent perfons after their death, and to
convey their names, and images to .pofterity, deprived
of thofe falfe colours, in which they formerly appear-
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ed. If theie were his intentions, he has miffed his aim;
or at leaft, has been fo far carried away by his difpofition
to raillery, that the moral , which ought to arife from fuch
a fable, is buried in obfcurity.

The firft airy fubftanceintroduced is Alexander. the
Great ' -. After a hint from Gulliver ., that we have
loft the true Greek idiom, the conqueror of the uni-
verfe is made to declare upon his honour, " That he
" died by exceffive drinking, not by foifon" A trifling
and an improper obfervation, becaufe the apparition
is called up as he appeared at the heatl of his army,
juft after the battle of Arbella. I own my expectations
were great, when I found his appearance was to be at
fuch a remarkable juncture : and I particularly wifhed
to fee him properly introduced after that battle , as the
compaflion and generolity which he lhewed, to the fa¬
mily of Darius , was highly worthy T>f imitation.
There are other circumftances in the hiftorical records
of him, that redound to his honour . His tender re¬
gard to Pindar ., by fparing the houfe of that poet
(when he rafed the city of Thebes) feems to demand per¬
petual gratitude from all fucceeding bards. The man¬
ner in which he vifited the tomb of Achilles : the af¬
fection and refpeft paid to him by Aristotle ; the
undaunted confidence placed in his phyfician Philip,
are inftances fufficient to ihew, that Alexander , did
not want fome virtues of humanity : and when we con¬
sider feveral of his rafti actions of inebriety, they con¬
vince us, how far the native excellencies of the mind

a Chap, . 7. Page Z34,
H 3 may
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may be debafed and changed by paffions which, too
often attend fuccefs and luxury,

Utf utique defecere mores
Didecorant bene nata culpis.

It is evident, my Ham , that Swift had conceived
an abfolute difguft to Alexander , whofe character he
aims to deffrpy, by touching it in fo flight a manner,
that he puts me in mind of the viiit paid by Augustus
C/esar , to Alexander 's fepulchre at Alexandria.
Upon the Emperor 's arrival , the body of the Macedo¬
nian hero was found in its full dimenfrons, but fo ten¬
der, notwithstanding all the former embalming , that
CiESAR, by touching only the nofe of it, defaced the
whole figure immediately.

Hannibal afeems to have been fummcjned with no
other view than to cenfure Livy the hiftorian. It is
not only improbable , but impoffible, that Hannibal
fliould have carried a fufficient quantity of vinegar for
the purpofe related by Livy : but as vinegar will cer¬
tainly foften, and diffolve ftones, the experiment might
have been improved; or fo contrived by Hannibal , as
to appear to make an eafy, and expeditious opening
through fome particular paffage, already fitted for the
purpofe . Such a trial , practifed in that age of dark-
nefs, and properly managed , might have been univer-
fally received as a kind of miracle : fo that Livy could
fcarce have avoided inferring the report as an acknow¬
ledged truth : efpecially when the fatt itfelf feems to

infer
a Page 235.
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infer that the Romans were invincible, unlefs from fome
fupernatural caufe. Swift (no friend to military men)
thinks the Carthaginian general unworthy of any far¬
ther notice : and haftens to call up the fenate of Rome.
This gives him an opportunity of being very fevere
upon a certain modern affembly, which he treats in a
manner more refembling the Cynic in his cell, than the
free humoured Rabelais in his eafy chair.

Pompey and C/esar only appear to grace the entry
of Brutus , who is Swift 's favourite patriot : but as
Caesar generoufly confefied to Gulliver , " That the
" greatej? actions of his life, ivere not, hy many degrees,
" equal to the glory of taking it aivay," it would have been
a proper alleviation of the dictator 's crimes, to have ac¬
knowledged him the greateft llatefmen, orator , and
foldier of the age, in which he lived : an age, fertile of
eminent men : an age, when ambition was fcarce looked
upon as a crime : and when the Roman virtue (once
the fupport and prefervation of the commonwealth)
was long fmce loft in vice and luxury : at fuch a time a.
Angle mailer was becomeneceffary, and Pompey would
have feixed the reins of government had not Cesar
interpofed. Jf the confpirators had reftored liberty to
their country, tlieir aft had been completely glorious,
and would have fhewed, that C^ sar , not Rome, was
degenerated, But if we may judge from the confe-
quences, Heaven difapproved of the deed : a particular
fate attended the confpirators , not one of whom died
a natural death : and even Brutus , perhaps recollect¬
ing in his laft moments the benefits, which he had re-

II 4 ceived
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ceived from C « .sar , was llaggered in his thoughts of
virtue , and imagining himfelf deceived by a ihadow,
broke out into a pathetical expreffion , fignifying,
" that hs had tuorfnipfed virtue as a Jubftance , and had
" found it only a / endow : " fo that he feems to have
wanted that fortitude of mind , which conftantly attends
true virtue to the grave . . This defect in the character
of Brutus , is not improperly expreffed in the famous
gallery of , the great duke of Tufcany , where there is a
very fine head of Brutus begun by Michael Angelo,
but left uniinilhed : under it is engraven upon a copper
plate , this diftic,

Dum Bruti ejjigietn fculftor de marmare ducit,
In mentem fceleris <venit , et abflinuit.

- If Brutus erred , it was from a wrong notion of
virtue . The chara &er of C ^ sar is perhaps more
amiable , but lefs perfect : his faults were great ; how¬
ever , many of them were foils to his virtues . A modern
eminent writer , has reprefented him as a glutton : he
tells us , that when C ^ sar went to the public feafts , he
conftantly took a vomit in the morning , with a defign
to indulge himfelf with more keennefs , and to increafe
his appetite for the enfuing feaft . The fact is true , but
I would willingly believe the inference urrjuft . It is
more than probable , that he practifed this cuftom by
the advice of his phyficians , who might direct fuch a re¬
gimen , as the molt certain , and immediate prefervation
agaihft epileptic fits, to which the Dictator was often

liable.
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liable. Your grandfather , my honoured father, (who
was excelled by few phyficians in the theory of phyfic)
has often told me, that thofe kind of convulfions were
of fueh a nature as generally to come on after eating,
and more violently if the ftomach was overloaded.
C/esar was fo careful in obferving a decent dignity in
his behaviour, that he dreaded the fhame of expofmg
publickly this weaknefs in his conflitution, and there¬
fore guarded againft it in a prudent manner, which has
iince been conftrued into a reproach . This funnife,
my Ham , refts upon the ftronger foundation, as all au¬
thors agree, that he was moft ftri&ly, and remarkably
abftemious.

In his public charafter , C/esar appears a ftrong ex¬
ample, how far the greateft natural , and acquired ac-
cornplifhments may lofe their lu-he , when made fubfer-
vient to falfe glory, and an immoderate thirft of power»
as on the other hand , the hiftory of Brutus may in-
ftruft us, what unhappy effedts the rigid exercife of fa-
periour virtue, when mifapplied and carried too far,
may produce in the moft ftedfaft mind, or the founded
judgement.

Gulliver has given to Brutus five companions,
Jun . Brutus , Socrates , Epaminondas , Cato the
cenfor, and Sir Thomas Moore . ' Such a fextum-
virate is not eafily to be encreafed : yet, let me hope,
that the reflexion is too feverely critical, when he adds,
" that all the ages of the vjorld cannotfurni/h outafeventb."
Every age has produced men of virtue, and abilities in

ths
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the higheft degree. The race of mankind , fince their
firlt creation, have been always the fame. The greateft
characters have been blended with the greateft faults.
Poets and hiftorians have fmgled out -particular perfons
for fame and immortality : they have adorned them
with accompliftiments, which perhaps they never
poli'effed, while other men equally meritorious, have
beenfikntly buried in oblivion, with only the felf con-
fcioufnefs of deferving a rank among the companions
of Brutus in the Elyfian fields.

In this illuftrious fextumvirate , Socrates and Sir
Thomas Moore undoubtedly defervcthe pre-eminence.
The extravagant -virtue of Junius Brutus is (hock¬
ing to every parent , and every good-natured mind.
The important fervices of the father , might juftly
have claimed from the public , the pardon of his fons:
and when his paternal piety had laved their lives, his
precepts and example might fo effectually have reclaimed
their errors, as to have made them become ufeful
members of the commonwealth . I am fully perfuaded,
that if Dr . Swift had been a father , we mould not have
found the name of Junius Brutus where it is now
placed^

In Epaminondas theTheban glory firft appeared :and
died . His own merit, in overcoming the greateft diffi¬
culties, entirely fixed his reputation . A happy con¬
currence of circumfcances has often given fame to
others ; but Epaminondas was indebted for his fuperioi*

. character , only to himfelf.m& ' ■■•̂ '■̂ -p ~̂ : ' ' ' [: v:-: r':-? %
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Iaminfome doubt, whether Cato the Cenfor can

fairly claim a rank among fo choice a groope of ghofts.
He juftly indeed condemned the luxury of the Romans,
■andhepuniihed their vices with an impartial feverity : but
herein he feems to have indulged his own natural temper
rather than to have a£led abfolutely from a love of vir¬
tue: he was a declared enemy to poetry , painting , and
all the politer arts : he was proud, vain, and morofe:
but above all, he was fo extremely avaritious, that
Rhadamanthus in the Archbifhop of Cambray 's
dialogues of the dead, after expreffing fome regard to
his merits, tells him, as he was an ufurer he could not
be admitted into the Elyfian fields : and therefore orders
him to keep the gate as porter : in which fituation, he
might gratify the cenforioufnefs of his difpofition, by
examining every ghoft that attempted to come into
Elyfiiem, and by fhutting the door againft all thofe, who
were not qualified for admittance . Fchadamanthus
then gives him money to pay Charon for fuch paffengers,
who were not able to pay for themfelves, and at the
fame time declares, that he will puniih him as a robber,
if he offers to lend out that money upon ufury. How
very different, you will fay, are the fentiments of
Archbifhop Fenelon , and of Dr . Swift in their
judgement of Cato . The one, thinks him unworthy
of a place among millions in Elyjium, while the other,
diftinguiflies him among the greateft men of antiquity.
From this,diffention of opinions may be traced , perhaps,
the particular temper both of the Archbifhop and of the

Dean .,
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.Dean, and from thence may be deduced the reafon,
v/3iy the Cenfir was efleemed by the latter , and con¬
demned by the fanner.

Gulliver , after having taken a tranfient view of
numberlefs illuftrious perfons, whom he does not name*
clofes the chapter , and gives me an opportunity of
fihifhing my letter . Late , very late, may you become
a ghdft ! A rid when One, may you equal any of Swift 's
fcxtiimWate , and may his ghofl (grown lefs cynical
and better initru&ed) rejoice to admit you into the com-
pairpj from which he has fo arbitrarily excluded all future
generations . So wilhes, fo prays,

Your affectionate Father,

ORRERY.

mmimimwmjmwmmwAMmwB,
LETTER XIV.

U L LIV E R, tired of heroes, changes the fcene
vj in the eighth chapter of his voyage to Laputa,
and becomes curious to know the fituation of poets and
philofophers , who, in their turn , have as eagerly con¬
tended for fame, as C^ sar for power, or Brutus for
liberty . He defires, that Homer and Aristotle may
make their appearance at the head of their commenta¬

tors.
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