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00 -REMARKS ON THE LIFE

luftrious ghofts vanifh fo-quickly, and fo abruptly from
my fight, many of whom were of the brighteit cha-
racters in hiftory. In my next letter I {hall endeavour
to detain them a little longer in Leiceffer-fields, than
Swirr fuffered them to ftay in the ifland of Sor-

Cerers.
I am,

*My dear HamiLToON, .

Your affeclionate Father,

ORRERY.

My deareft HamiLTOR, : ‘

Believe it would be impoffible to find out the defign
I of Dr. SwirT; in fummoning up a parcel of ap-
_paritions, that from their behaviour, orfrom any thing \
they fay, are almoft of as little confequence, as the :

ghofts in Gax’s farce of the What dye call it. Pee. |
he |

haps, Swirr’s general defign might be, to arraign t
condué& of eminent perfons after their death, and to
convey their names, and images to .pofterity, deprivcd J'

of thofe falfe colours, in which they fo¥merly appoat {
ed.
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ed. « If thele were his intentions, he has miffed his aim;
orat leaft, has been fo farcarried away by his difpofition
toraillery, that the moral, which ought to arife from fuch

a fable, is buried in obfcurity.

The firft airy fubftance introduced’is ALEXANDER the
Great®,  After a hint from GuLriver, that we have

loft the true Greek idiom, the conqueror of the uni-
verfe is made to declare upon his honour,  That be

|  died by exceffive drinking, not by poifon.” A trifling
} and an improper obfervation, becaufe the apparition
Is called up as he appeared at the head of his army,
jult after the battle of 4rbella. T own my expeétations
were great, when I found his appearance was to be at
fuch a remarkable junéture :- and I particularly wifhed
to fee him properly introduced after that battle, as the
compaflion and generofity which he thewed, to the fa-
mily of Darivs, was highly worthy of imitation.
There are other circumftances in the hiftorical records
of him, that redound to his honour. His tender re-
gard to Pinpar, by {paring the houfe of that poet
{when he rafed the city of Thebes) feems to demand per-
petual gratitude from all fucceeding bards. “The man-
| ner in which he vifited the tomb of AcurriLes: the af-
Fedtion and refpet paid to him by ArisToTLE; the
undaunted confidence placed in his phyfician PHILTP,
i are inftances fufficient to fhew, that ALexanper did
notwant {ome virtués of humanity : and when we con-
fider {feveral of his rath a&ions of inebriety, they comn-
vince us, how far the native excellencies of the mind
8 Chap..7. Page 234.
: 3 may
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102 REMARKS ON THE 1LIFE
may be debafed and changed by paflions which too
often attend {uccefs and luxury,

Utrungue defecere mores
- d

j_".'..a'.m... S o ey A
JEAECOVARL Dene ndid CHLPEE

Fai.

t is evident, my Hawm, that Swirt had conceived
an abfolute difguft to ALEXANDER, whoic charatter he
aims to defltroy, by touching it in.fo flight a mammer,
that he puts me in.mind of the vifit paid by Avgustus
Czsar, to. Avpxanper’s fepulchre at Alexandria.
Upon the 1..-.119{-,“); s arrival, the body of the Macedo-
niah hero was found in its full dimenfions, but {o.ten-
der, notwithftanding all the former embalmi ng, that
Cmsar, by touching only the nofe of it, defaced the
whole figure 1114;“::_‘:'L1.L ly,

Haxnisatr * {eems to have been fummaened with no

-otherview than to cenfure Livy the hiftorian. It

not cnl improbable, -but impofiible, that Hanwyizal

fhould have carried a fufficient quantity of vinegar for

the purpofe relate i Ly Livy : but as vinegar will cer-

tainly foften, and diffolve flones, the experiment might

have been improved; or {o contrived by Hanyipais 2s

~
-

to appear to make an eafy, and expeditious opening
through f{ome particular paflfage, already fitted for the
purpofe. Such a trial, pradtifed in that age of daik-
nefs, and properly 1:1&1*ﬁ0'ftd migh

t have been univer-
{ally received as a kind of miracle: fo that Livy could
fcarce have avoided 1ui--tm" the report as an acknow-
ledged truth: efpecially whcn the faét itlelf feems to
infer

2 Pas 2
rage 235,

-
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infer that the Remans were invincible, unlefs from fome
{upernatural caufe. Swirr (nofriend to military men)
thinks the Carthaginian general unworthy of any far-
ther notice : and haftens to call up the fenate of Rome.
This gives him an opportunity of being very fevere
apon a certain modern aflembly, which he treats in 2
manner more refembling the Cynic in his cell, than the
free-humoured Rabelais in his eafy chair.

ﬂ Pompey and C&sar only appear to grace the entry
f of Brurus, who is Swirr’s favourite patriot: but as
Crsar generoudly confefled to Gurriver,  That the
|  greatefl altions of his life, avere not, by many degrees,
“ equal tothe glory of taking it away,” it would have been
aproper alleviation ‘of the difator’s crimes, to have ac-
knowledged him the greateft flatefmen, orator, and
| {oldier of the age, in which he lived : an age, fertile of
eminent men: an age, when ambition was fcarce looked
Upon as a crime: and when the Roman virtue (once -
the fapport and prefervation of the commonwealth)
was long fince loft in vice and luxury: at fuch a time 2
fingle mafter was become neceflary, and Pomrey would
have feized the reins of government had fiot Czsar
interpofed. * If the confpirators had reftored liberty to
their country, their

act had been completely glorious,
and would have fhewed, that Cesar, not Rome, was

| degenerated - But if we may judge from the confe-

quences, Heaven difapproved of the deed : aparticular
fate attended the conipirators, not one of whom died
2 naturaldeath s and even Brurus, perhaps recolle&t-
ing in his-laft moments the benefits, which he had re-

H 4 ceived
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ceived from CEsar, -was ftaggered “in ‘his thoughtsiof
virtue; ‘andimagining himfelf deceived by a fhadow,
broke ~out -into a: pat mtlml exprefiion, - fignifying,
** 2bat he bad worfipped wirtne os a fubfiance, and’ bad
 found it only a fPadow :** {o that he feems to have

d that fortitude of mind, which conftantly attends
true virtue to the grave. ].‘hu defet in the character
of BruTus, is not improperly expreffed in the famous
gallery of the great duke of Zwufeany., where there isa
very fine head of BRuTus begun by MicuakL AncgeLo,
but left unfinifhed : under it is-engraven upon a copper

plate, this diftic,

wante

Dum BRUTI effigiem feulptor de marmare ducit,

In mentem fieleris wenit, et abffiinuit,

- If Brurus erred, it was from a wrong notion of
virtue. The chara@ter of Casar is perhaps more
amiable, but lefs perfect: his faults were great ; how-
ever, many of them were foils to his virtues. A modern
eminent writer, has reprefented him as a glutton: he

tells us, that when C&sar went to the public feafts, he
conftantly took a vomit in the mor: ning, with a defign
to indulge himfelf with more keennefs, an d to. increafe

his appetite for the enfuing feaft. The fa& is true, but
I would willingly belicve. the inference unjuft. Itis

more than probable, that he pt ﬂf' d this cuftom by
the advice of his phyficians, who m ight direét {fuch a re-

gimen, as the moft certain, and nnmcd;..u p;biurrmon
againft epileptic fits, to which the DiGtator was often

whet A0 L

liable.
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hiable: < Your grandfather, my honoured father, (who
was excelled by few P;‘L}'ﬁ':iél‘;lﬁ in the theoryof phyfic)
has often told me, that thofe kind of convulfions were
of {uch a nature.as generally to come on after eating,
and more violently if the ftomach was overloaded.
Cmsar was fo careful in obferving a decent dignity in
his' behaviour, that he dreaded the fhame of  expofing
publickly this weaknefs in his conflitution, and there:
fore guarded againft it in 4 prudent manner, which has
fince been conftrued into a reproach.  This {urmife,
my Hawm, refts upon the ftronger foundation, as all an-
thors agree, that he was 31@1 ftri¢tly, and remarkably
abftemious,

In his public charalter, Cmsar appears a ftrong ex-
ample, how far the greatelt natural, and acquired ac-
complifhments may lofe their luftre, "'1’301" made {ubfer-
vient to falle glory, and an immoderate thirft of power;
as on the "th hand, the hiftory of Brurus may in-
ftruét us, what unhappy effe@s the rigid exercife of fu-
periour virtue, when mifapplied and carried too far,
may produce in the moft fledfaft mind, or the foundeft
judgement.

Gurriver has given to BruTus five companions,
Jux. Brurvus, Socrates, Epaminospas, Cato the
cenfor, ' and Sir THomas Moork.+* Such a fextum-
virate is not eafily to be encreafed : yet, let me hope,
tlm the reflexion is too feverely critical, when he adds

“that all the ages qj‘ the world Cannot._ ;‘-'.-'?';f' /b out ::fjs-vezzt -
Evcry age has produced men of virtue, and abilities'in

ths
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the higheft degree. -~ The race of mankind, fince their
firlk creation; have been always the fame. Theg greateft
chara&ers have been Ultndvd with the greateft faults,

Poets and hiftorians have f fingled out particular perfons

for Tame ﬂ.i:d 4_11lnﬁut.nt“: they have adorned them
i

with' acco mplithments, which pcrht;;m they mnever

pm’i'—:iu,,‘a, while other men equally meritorious, have

beenfilently buried inoblivion, with only the felf con-
féioufnels of uuuvum a rank among the companions |
of Brutus in the Elyfian fields. f
In-this illoftrious fextumvirate, Socratrs and Sir
Tromas Moorr undoubted] y deferve the pre-eminence.

The extravagant virtue of Junivs Brutus is fhock-
v

Ing to ‘every _[";t_l'{']lf'., and e

rery good-natured mind. \
The important fervices of ‘the father, might juftly
have c:!:m‘:ud from the public, the pardon of his fons: J
and when his paternal piety had i;wc,d their lives, his
preccyts and example might fo effettuaily have reclaimed }

their “errors, as to have made them bBecome ufeful
members of the com*ncnweq‘t. I am fully perfuaded,

thatif Dr. Swirt had been 2 father, we fhould not have
found the name of Jurius Brutus where it is now -

1 = "
placed- q
: T I~ = ] j

in APAMINONDAS the Theban glory firft appeared : and |
died. Hisown merit, in overcomi ng the greateft diffi-
culties, entirely fixed his putation. A happy con-

cwrence of circumitances has often given fame to
others; but Epamivonpaswas cebted for his fuperior

charadter, only to himfelf,
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[ am infome doubt, whether Cato the Cenfor can
fairly claim arank among fo choicea groope of ghofts.
He juftly indeed condemned the luxury of the Romans,

and he punifhed their vices with an impartial feverity : but
herein he feems to have indulged his own natural temper
rather than to have a&ted abfolutely from a love of vir-
tue: he was a declared enemy topoetry, painting, and
all the politer arts : he was proud, vain, and morofe:
but above, all, he was {o extremely avaritious, that
Ruapamantaus in the Archbifhop of CamBrAY's
dialogues of the dead, after exprefling fome regard to
his merits, tells him, as he was an ufurer he could no
be adiitted into the Elyfian fields : and therefore 9:‘&6—:1‘3
him to keep.the gate as porter : in which fituation, he
might gratify the cenforioufnefls of his dlﬁaoﬁtlon by
examining every gheft that attempted to come into
Elyfium, and by fhutting the door againit all thofe, who
were-not qualified for admittance. RHADAMANTHUS
then gives him money to pay Cuarox for fuch pafiengers,
who were not able to pay for themfelves, and at the
{ame time declares, that he will punifh him as arobber,
| if he offers to lend out that money upon ufury. How
very different, you will fay, are the fentiments of
Archbifhop Frnerow, and of Dr. SwirFt in their
judgement of CaTo. The one, thinks him unworthy
| of a place among millions in Eyfum, while the other,
diftinguithes him among the greateft men of antiquity.
Fl‘omthis- diffention of opinions may be traced, perhaps,
the particular temper both of the Archbifhop and of the

Dean,
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Dean, and from thence may be deduced the reafon,
ny the Cenfer was efteemed by the latter, and. con-
nned by thie former.

' ving taken a tranfient view of
us 1 ;11:,.@_5, whom he does not name,

o1, and olves me an oppc}rtui‘:in’ of

=
cr.. Late, very late, may you become
‘acnOne, may youeq nal any of Swirr’s
ivirate, and may his ghoft (grown lefs cynical

[tructed) rejoice to admit you into the com-

hieh ha he JEgAs Far ol i o allfatnm
vhicane nasio ar[}ltl ;.f_-", cexciunacd dll Tuturg

g

>0 wilhes, fo prays,

v—--‘-r-ﬂf-'-"\-w\—- - NI e, g,
AR s S S P T A S A CACIHTNCHCOICY
L E LIRS IR e Lv'\.n-'\-“-‘-r [ L\.uJ LL\.L:,_,L.,-L__,,_,‘___,._WL\,J“\;WJ

TET 1T E R <Xie

r X ULLIVER, tired of hero "; changes the {cene
G in the cighth chapter of his s voyage to Laputa,
and becomes curious to I;now the fituation of poets and
philofophers, who, in their turn, have as eagerly con-
tended {czr faa 1e, as Cmesar for power, or BRuTus for
iil}*‘}";‘v‘ {e de 111LF, that-HomEer and AR1sTOTLE may

make their appearance at the head of their commenta-

L0135,
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