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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 101

ed. « If thele were his intentions, he has miffed his aim;
orat leaft, has been fo farcarried away by his difpofition
toraillery, that the moral, which ought to arife from fuch

a fable, is buried in obfcurity.

The firft airy fubftance introduced’is ALEXANDER the
Great®,  After a hint from GuLriver, that we have

loft the true Greek idiom, the conqueror of the uni-
verfe is made to declare upon his honour,  That be

|  died by exceffive drinking, not by poifon.” A trifling
} and an improper obfervation, becaufe the apparition
Is called up as he appeared at the head of his army,
jult after the battle of 4rbella. T own my expeétations
were great, when I found his appearance was to be at
fuch a remarkable junéture :- and I particularly wifhed
to fee him properly introduced after that battle, as the
compaflion and generofity which he thewed, to the fa-
mily of Darivs, was highly worthy of imitation.
There are other circumftances in the hiftorical records
of him, that redound to his honour. His tender re-
gard to Pinpar, by {paring the houfe of that poet
{when he rafed the city of Thebes) feems to demand per-
petual gratitude from all fucceeding bards. “The man-
| ner in which he vifited the tomb of AcurriLes: the af-
Fedtion and refpet paid to him by ArisToTLE; the
undaunted confidence placed in his phyfician PHILTP,
i are inftances fufficient to fhew, that ALexanper did
notwant {ome virtués of humanity : and when we con-
fider {feveral of his rath a&ions of inebriety, they comn-
vince us, how far the native excellencies of the mind
8 Chap..7. Page 234.
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may be debafed and changed by paflions which too
often attend {uccefs and luxury,

Utrungue defecere mores
- d
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JEAECOVARL Dene ndid CHLPEE

Fai.

t is evident, my Hawm, that Swirt had conceived
an abfolute difguft to ALEXANDER, whoic charatter he
aims to defltroy, by touching it in.fo flight a mammer,
that he puts me in.mind of the vifit paid by Avgustus
Czsar, to. Avpxanper’s fepulchre at Alexandria.
Upon the 1..-.119{-,“); s arrival, the body of the Macedo-
niah hero was found in its full dimenfions, but {o.ten-
der, notwithftanding all the former embalmi ng, that
Cmsar, by touching only the nofe of it, defaced the
whole figure 1114;“::_‘:'L1.L ly,

Haxnisatr * {eems to have been fummaened with no

-otherview than to cenfure Livy the hiftorian. It

not cnl improbable, -but impofiible, that Hanwyizal

fhould have carried a fufficient quantity of vinegar for

the purpofe relate i Ly Livy : but as vinegar will cer-

tainly foften, and diffolve flones, the experiment might

have been improved; or {o contrived by Hanyipais 2s

~
-

to appear to make an eafy, and expeditious opening
through f{ome particular paflfage, already fitted for the
purpofe. Such a trial, pradtifed in that age of daik-
nefs, and properly 1:1&1*ﬁ0'ftd migh

t have been univer-
{ally received as a kind of miracle: fo that Livy could
fcarce have avoided 1ui--tm" the report as an acknow-
ledged truth: efpecially whcn the faét itlelf feems to
infer
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