UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

Remarks On The Life and Writings Of Dr. Jonathan Swift,
Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin

Orrery, John Boyle of
London, 1752

Remarks upon Hannibal, and Livy the historian.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

=z —
e e e e

102 REMARKS ON THE 1LIFE
may be debafed and changed by paflions which too
often attend {uccefs and luxury,

Utrungue defecere mores
- d

j_".'..a'.m... S o ey A
JEAECOVARL Dene ndid CHLPEE

Fai.

t is evident, my Hawm, that Swirt had conceived
an abfolute difguft to ALEXANDER, whoic charatter he
aims to defltroy, by touching it in.fo flight a mammer,
that he puts me in.mind of the vifit paid by Avgustus
Czsar, to. Avpxanper’s fepulchre at Alexandria.
Upon the 1..-.119{-,“); s arrival, the body of the Macedo-
niah hero was found in its full dimenfions, but {o.ten-
der, notwithftanding all the former embalmi ng, that
Cmsar, by touching only the nofe of it, defaced the
whole figure 1114;“::_‘:'L1.L ly,

Haxnisatr * {eems to have been fummaened with no

-otherview than to cenfure Livy the hiftorian. It

not cnl improbable, -but impofiible, that Hanwyizal

fhould have carried a fufficient quantity of vinegar for

the purpofe relate i Ly Livy : but as vinegar will cer-

tainly foften, and diffolve flones, the experiment might

have been improved; or {o contrived by Hanyipais 2s

~
-

to appear to make an eafy, and expeditious opening
through f{ome particular paflfage, already fitted for the
purpofe. Such a trial, pradtifed in that age of daik-
nefs, and properly 1:1&1*ﬁ0'ftd migh

t have been univer-
{ally received as a kind of miracle: fo that Livy could
fcarce have avoided 1ui--tm" the report as an acknow-
ledged truth: efpecially whcn the faét itlelf feems to
infer
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AND WRITINGS OF Dx. SWIFT. 103

infer that the Remans were invincible, unlefs from fome
{upernatural caufe. Swirr (nofriend to military men)
thinks the Carthaginian general unworthy of any far-
ther notice : and haftens to call up the fenate of Rome.
This gives him an opportunity of being very fevere
apon a certain modern aflembly, which he treats in 2
manner more refembling the Cynic in his cell, than the
free-humoured Rabelais in his eafy chair.

ﬂ Pompey and C&sar only appear to grace the entry
f of Brurus, who is Swirr’s favourite patriot: but as
Crsar generoudly confefled to Gurriver,  That the
|  greatefl altions of his life, avere not, by many degrees,
“ equal tothe glory of taking it away,” it would have been
aproper alleviation ‘of the difator’s crimes, to have ac-
knowledged him the greateft flatefmen, orator, and
| {oldier of the age, in which he lived : an age, fertile of
eminent men: an age, when ambition was fcarce looked
Upon as a crime: and when the Roman virtue (once -
the fapport and prefervation of the commonwealth)
was long fince loft in vice and luxury: at fuch a time 2
fingle mafter was become neceflary, and Pomrey would
have feized the reins of government had fiot Czsar
interpofed. * If the confpirators had reftored liberty to
their country, their

act had been completely glorious,
and would have fhewed, that Cesar, not Rome, was

| degenerated - But if we may judge from the confe-

quences, Heaven difapproved of the deed : aparticular
fate attended the conipirators, not one of whom died
2 naturaldeath s and even Brurus, perhaps recolle&t-
ing in his-laft moments the benefits, which he had re-
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