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Advertifement.

r i"ﬁ E following papers were written
| Jeveral years ago, at the requeft,
and for the [ake of fome parti-

cular friends, without any defign of ever
making them public. How they come o
be made fo at this time, 1t may be proper
f0 give an account.~--=The original draughts
qwere entrufied to a man, on whom the au-
thor thought be might intirely depend, after
be had exatted from bim, and taken bis
promife, that they fhould never go into
A=% any




(vi)

any bands, except thofe of five or fix Per-
fons, who were then named to bim, In
this confidence the author refled fecurely
Jor fime years ; and tho be awas not
without fufpicion, that they had been com-
municated to more perfons than be intended
they fhould be, yet he was kept, by re-
peated affurances, even from [ufpeiting
that _any copies bad gone into bands un-
known to bim. But this man was no
Jooner dead, than be received information
that an_entire edition of 1500 copies of
thefe papers bad been printed 5 that this
very man bad corrected the prefs, and that
be bad I fr them in the hands of the
printer, to be kept with great fecrecy, till
SJurther order. The boneft printer kept
bis word with bim betier than be kept bis
with bis friend : fo that the whole edition
came at laft into the bands of the author,

except



(v )
except fome few copies which this perfon
bad taken out of the heap, and carried
away. Thefe are, doubtlefs, the copies
which bave been banded about, not wvery
privately, fince bis death. The reft were
all deftroyed in one common fire as foon as
they were given up, except a copy or two,
which bave never been fince out of the au-
thor’s own bands. By thefe copies it ap-
peared, that the man who bad been guilty
of this breach of truff, bad taken wupon
bim further to divide the fubject, and to
alter and to omit paffages, according to the

Juggeftions of bis own fancy.

What aggravates “this proceeding ex-
tremely s, that the author bad told bim
on_[everal occafions, -among other reafons
why be would not confent to the publication
of thefe papers, that they bad been writ

4 n




il ( viii )

in too much beat and burry jfor the pub-
lic eye, tho they might be trufted to a
f few particular friends, He added, more
than once, that fome things required to
be foftencd, others perbaps to be [irength-
ened, and the whole moff certainly to be cor-
rected; even if they were to remain, as
be then imagined they would, in the hands
of a few friends only. This bas been done
fince, that there might be one copy af leaft
more conformable to the author’s infentions
than thofe which bad gone abroad, or even
than bis original manufcripts.

There is fearce a man in the world
more detached from it, at this bour, than
the author of thele papers, or more indif-
ferent to the cenfure of moft people in if,
baving nothing to expect, nor any thing

to fear from them. He might, therefore,
mn



(ix )
in bis way of life, andin bis difpofition of
mind, either unot bave known that [craps
and fragments of thefe papers bad been
employed 1o fwell a monthly magazine,
and that the fame honourable employment
of them was to be continued 5 or, knowing
it, be might bave de[pifed and neglected it.
But fome of bis friends thought that it
was too much to fuffer this breach of truft,
and- the licentious advantage taken of it,
to make him appear the author of writ-
ings, which were become more properly the
writings of others than bis, confidering
how they bad been garbled, and in what
manner  they were publifbed.. The editor
therefore, who - bas in bis bands the ge-
nuine copy which the author referved to
bimfelf, after revifing and correéting the
originals, refolved to publifb it ; fince it
was become impoffible fo binder fuch as

2 qwere




(x)

were mof  gemuine from being retailea
monthly or weekly to the world, Neither
the author nor he would give offence wan-
tonly to the living . but the author neither
can, nor ought, on any account, to neg-
Ject what - truth, honour, and the juflice
due to bis own charaéter require. INei-
ther the author nor he affect to accufe
minifiers after their death, as the Egyp-
tians formerly accufed even their kings.
There is the lefs reafon to do fo, fince
the former may be, and are accufed,
awithout  [cruple, tho awvithout fuccefs
for the moft part, during their Iives.
The anecdotes bere related were true, and
the reflections made upon them were juft,
many years ago. The former would not
bave been relited, if be who related them
bad not known them to be true ; nor the
latter have been made, if he who made

them
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them bad not thought them juft: and if
they were true and juff then, they muft
be true and juff now, and akways. The
author therefore feorns to difown them :

and the editor thinks that be bas no ex-
cufe to make jfor publifbing them.

LET-







(9)

Lol 1 T ER T

On the SeiriT of PaTrioTISM.

My Lorbp, 1736.

OU have engaged me on a fub-

je&t which interrupts the feries
of thofe letters I was writing
to you; but it is one, which,
I confefs, I have very much at heart. T
fhall therefore explain myfelf fully, nor
blufh to reafon on principles that are out
of fathion among men, who intend no-
thing by ferving the public, but to feed
their avarice, their vanity, and their lux-
ury, without the fenfe of any duty they
owe to God or man.

B It
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I0 ON THE SPIRIT

It feems to me, that in order to main-
tain the moral {yltem of the world at a
certain point, far below that of ideal per-
fection, (for weare made capable of con-
ceiving what we are incapable of attain-
ng) but however fufficient upon the
whole to conftitute a flate eafy and happy,
or at the worft tolerable: I fay, it feems
to me, that the Author of niture has
thought fit to mingle from time to time,
among the focieties of men, a few, and
but a few of thofe, on whom he is gra-
cioufly plealed to beftow a larger propor-
tion of the ethereal fpirit than is givenin
the ovdinary courfe of his providence to
the fons of men. Thefe are they who en-
grofs almoft the whole reafon of thefpe-
cies, who are born to inflrué, to guide,
and to preferve; who are defigned to be
the tutors and - the guardians of human
kind. When they prove fuch, they exhi-
bit to us examples of the higheft virtue,
and the trueft piety : and they deferve to
have their feftivals kept, inftead of that
pack of Aunachorites and Eutbufpafls, with
whofe names the calendar is crowded and

dif-



OF PATRIOTISM. 11

difgraced. 'When thefe men apply their
talents to other purpofes, when they ftrive
to be great and defpife being good, they
commit a moft facrilegious breach of
truft ; they pervert the means, they defeat
as far as lies in them the defigns of provi-
dence,and difturb in fome fort the fyftem
of infinite wifdom, To mifapply thefe ta-
lents is the moft diffufed, and therefore
the greateft of crimes in it’s nature and
confequences ; but to keep them unexert-
ed, and unemployed, is a crime too. Look
about you, my Lord, from the palace to
the cottage ; you will find that the bulk

" of mankind is made to breathe the air of

this atmofphere, to roam about this globe,
and to confume, like the courtiers of 4L
cinous,, the fruits of the earth. Nos nume-
7us fumus & fruges confumere nati, When
they have trod this infipid round a certain
number of years, and begot others to do
the fame after them, they have lived : and
if they have performed, in fome tolerable
degree, the ordinary moral duties of life,
they have doneall they were born to do,
Look about you again, my Lord, naylock

2 inin




it 12 ON THE SPIRIT

| into. your own breaft, -and you will find
that there are {uperior. {pirits, men who
{hew even from their infancy, tho it be
not always perceived by others, perhaps
not always felt by themielves; that they
were born {or fomething'more, and bet-
ter. Thefe are the men to whom the part
I mentioned isaffigned. . Their talents de-
note their generaldefignation ; and the op=
portunities of conforming themifelves toit,
that arife in the courfe of things, or that
are prefented to them by any circumftances
of rank and fituationin thefociety to which
they belong, denete the particulor woca-
tion which it 1s not lawful for them to re-
fift, nor even to neglect. The duration of
the lives of {uch men as thefe 1s to be de-
termined, I think, by the length and im-
portance of the parts they a&, not by the
number of years that pafs between their
coming into the world, and their going
out of it. Whether the picce be of three,
Bl or of five acts, the part may be long : and
he who fuftains it thro the whole may
be faid to dic in the fulnefs of years;

whilft

o



OF PATRIOTISM. 13
whilft he, who declines it fooner, may be
faid not to live out half his days,

I have fometimes reprefented to myfelf
the Vulgar, whoare accidentally diftin-
cuithed by the tides of king-and {ubjec;
of lord and vafial, of nobleman and pea-
fant ; and the few who are diftinguifhed
by nature fo eflentially from the herd of
mankind, that (figure apait) they {eem to
be of another fpecies, in this manner. ‘The
former come into the world and continue
in. it like Duteh travellers in a foreign
country. Every thing they meet has the
arace of novelty : and they are fond alike
of every thing that is new. They wander
about from one obje&t toanother, of vain
curiofity, or inelegant pleufme If they are
induftrious, they fhew their 111i.ﬂ1y in
copying figns, and collecting mottos and
epltdpha Thev loiter, or they trifle away
their whole time: and their pre{cnce or
their abfence would be equally unper-
ceived, if capriceor accicent did not raife
them often to flations, wherein their {tu-
pidity, their vices, or their follies, mak
them a publicmisfo:'mnc. The lc*t:: come

B 3 1nto




14 ON THE SPIRIT

1nto the world, orat leaft continue in it
after the effe@ts of furprize and inexpe-
rience are over, like men who are fent on
more important errands. They obferve
with diftinétion, ¢ hey admire with know-
ledge. They may indulge themfelves in
pleafure; but as their induftry is not em-
ployed about trifles, fo their amufements
are¢ not made the bufinefs of their lives.
Such men cannot pafs unperceived throa
country. If they retire from the world,
their {plendor accompanies them, and en-
lightens even the obfcurity of their re-
treat. “If they take a part in public life,
the effe@ is never indifferent. They ei-
ther appear like minifters of divine ven-
geance, and their courfe thro the world is
marked by defolation and oppreffion, by
poverty and fervitude : or they are the
guardian angels of the Country they inha-
bit, bufy to avert even the moft diftant
evil, and to maintain or to procure peace,
plenty, and the greateft of human blef.

fings, liberty,
From the obfervation, that fuperiority
of parts is often employed to do fuperior
mifchief,
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miichief, no confequence can be drawn
againft the truth I endeavour to eftablifh.
Reafon colleéts the will of God from the
conftitution of things, in this as in other
cafts; but in no cafe does the Divine power
impel us neceffarily to conform curfelves
to this will : and therefore from the mif-
application of {uperior parts to the hurt,
no argument can be drawn againft this
pofition, that they were given for the good
of mankind. Reafon deceivesus not: we
deceive ourfelves, and fuffer our wills to
be determined by other motives. Mon-
T A1GNE or CH a R RoN would fay, /' bomme
/¢ pige, © man is at once his own fharper,
¢ and his own bubble.” Human nature is
her own bawd, fays TurLy, Blanda con-
ciliatrix & quafi lena fzi. He who con-
fiders the univerfal wants, imperfeGtions,
and vices of his kind, muft agrec that men
were intended not only for fociety, but to
unite in commonswealibs, andto fubmit to
Yaws. Legum idcirco omnes [ervi fumus, ut
liberi effe poffimus. And yet this very man
will befeduced by his own paffions, or the
paffions and examples of others, to think,

B4 or
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16 ON THE SPIRIT

or to actas if he thought, the very contra-
ry. 8o he who is confcious of fuperior en-
dowments, fuch as render him more ca-
pable than the generality of men to fe-
cure and improve the advantages of fo-
cial life, by preferving the commonwealth
in ftrength and {plendor, even he may be
{feduced to think, or to act as if he thought,
that thefe endowments were given him
for the gratification of his ambition, and
his other paffions; and that there is no
difference between vice and virtue, be-
tween a knave and an honeft man, but
one which a prince, who died not many
years ago, afferted, “that men of great
¢ fenfe were therefore knaves, and men
¢ of little fenfe were therefore honeft.’
But in neither of thefe cafes will the truth
and reafon of things be altered, by fuch
examples of human frailty. It will be
ftill true, and reafon will ftill demon-
ftrate, that all men are direGed, by the
general conftitution of human nature, to
fubmit to government ; and that fome
men are in-a particular manner defigned
go take care of that governinenton-which

the
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OF PATRIOTISM. 17
the common happinefs depends. The
ufe that reafon will make of fuch exam-
ples will be only this, that fince men are
fo apt; in every formi of life and every
degiee of underftanding, to aét againft
their intereft and their duty too, without
benevolence to mankind, or regard to the
divine will ; it is the mote incumbent on
thofe, who have this benevolence and this
regard at heaft, to employ all the means
that the nature of the government al-
Jows, and that rank, circumftances of
fituation, or fuperiority of talents,. give
them, to oppofe evil, and promote good
government; and contribute thus to pre-
ferve the moral fyflem of the world, at
that point of imperfeétion at leaft, which
{feems to have been prefcribed to it by the
great Creator of every {yftem of beings,

Give me leave now, my Lord, to caft
my eyes for a moment homeward, and
to apply what I have been faying to the
prefent ftate of Britain. That there is
10 profufion of the ethereal {pirit to be
obferved among us, and that we do not
abound with men of fuperior genius, I

am
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am ready to confe(s; but I think there is
no ground for the complaints I have heard
made; as if nature had not done her part
in our age, as well as in former ages, by
producing men capable of ferving the
commonwealth. The manners of our
fore-fathers were, I believe, in many re-
{pects better: they had more probity per~
haps, they had certainly more thow of
honour, and greater induftry. But fill
nature fows alike, tho we do not reap
alike, There are, and as there always
have been, there always will be fuch
creatures in government as I have defcrib-
ed above. Fortune maintains a kind of
rvalthip with wifdom, and piques herfelf
often in favour of fools as well as knaves.
SocRATESs afed to fay, that altho no
man undertakes a trade he has not learn-
ed, even the meaneft; yet every one
thinks himfelf fufficiently qualified for
the hardeft of all trades, that of govern-
ment. He faid this upon the experience
he had in Greece.  He would not change

his opinion if he lived now in Britain.

But however, fuch charaGers as thefe
would
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OF PATRIOTISM. 19
would do little hurt, generally {peaking,
or would not do it long, if they flood
alote. ~ To do great hurt, fome genius,
fome knowledge, fome talents in fhort,
natoral or acquired, are neceflary: lefs
indeed, far lefs than are required to do
good, but always fome, Yet I imagine,
not the worft minifter could do all the
mifchief he does by the mifapplication of
his talents alone, if it were not for the
mifapplication of much better talents than
his by fome who join with him; and the
non-application; or the faint and unfteady
exercife of their talents by fome who op-
pofe him ;- as well as the general remiff=
nefs of mankind in acquiring knowledge;
and in improving the'parts which God has
given them for the fervice of the public,
Thefe are. the great {prings of national
misfortunes. There have been monfiers
In other ages, and other countries, as
well as ours ; but they have never conti-
nued their devaftations long, when there
were heroes to oppofe them. We will
fuppofe a man imprudent, rafh, prefum-
ptuous, ungracious, infolent and profli-

gate,
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20 ON THE SPIRIT

gate, in {peculation as well as pratice,
He can bribe, but he cannot feduce: he
can buy, but he cannot gain: he can
Iye, but he cannot deceive, From
whence then has fuch a man his ftrength ?
From the general corruption, of the peo-
ple, nurfed up to a full matursity under
his adminiftration ; from the venality of
all orders and all ranks of men, fome of
whom are fo proftitute, that they fet
themfelves to fale, and even prevent ap-
plication. This would be the anfwer,
and it would be a true one as far as it
goes; but it does not account for the
whole, Corruption could not fpread
with o much fuccefs, tho reduced into
fyftem; and tho fome minifters; with
equal impudence and folly, avowed it by
themfelves and their advocates, to be the
principal expedient by which they go-
verned, if a long and almott unobferved
progreffion of caufes and effe@s, did not
prepare the conjunfure, Let me explain
it and apply it, as I conceive it,  Onpe
party had given their whole attention,
' during
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during feveral years, to the project of en-
riching themfelves, and impoverithing
the relt of the nation 5 and, by thefe and
other means; of eftablithing their domi-
nion under the government and with the
favour of a family, who were foreigners,
and therefore might believe, that they
were eftablithed on the throne by the
good will and ftrength of this party alone.
This party in general were fo intent on
thefe views, and many of them, I fear,
are {o {till, that they did not advert in
time to the neceflary confequences of the
meafures theyabetted : nor did they con-
fider, that the power they raifed, and by
which they hoped to govern their coun-
try, would govern them with the very
rod of iron they forged, and would be
the power of a prince or minifter; not
that of a party long. Another party con-
tinued f{our, fullen, and ina&ive, with
judgments fo weak, and paffions.fo firong,
that even experience, and a fevere one
furely, was loft upon them. They wait-
ed, like the Fews, for a Mefiah, that
may never come; and under whom, if

4 he




22 ON THE SPIRIT

he did come, they would be ftrangely
difappointed in their expeations of glory
and - triumph, and univerfal dominion.
Whilft they waited, they were marked
out like the ¥ews, a diftin@ race, hewers
of wood and drawers of water, f{carce
members of the community, tho born
in the country. All indifferent men flood
as it ‘were at a gaze : and the few, who
were jealous of the court, were fill more
1ealous of one another; fo thata {trength
fufficient to oppofe bad minifters was not
cafy to be formed.  When this ftrength
was formed, and the infufficiency or ini-
quity of the adminiftration was daily ex-
poled to public view, many adhered at
firlt to'the minifter, and others were fince
gained to his caufe, becaufe they knew
nothing of the conflitution of their own,
nor of the hiftory of other countries; but
imagined wildly, that things always went
asthey faw them go, and that hiberty has
been; and therefore may be preferved un-
der the influence of the fame corruption,
Others pechaps were weak enough to be
frightened at firft, 2¢ fome are hypocri-

tical
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OF PATRIOTISM. 23

tical enough to pretend to be fill, with
the appellations of Tory and Jacobite,
which are always ridiculoufly given to
every man who does not bow to the bra-
zen image that the king has fet up. Others
again might be perfuaded, that no fatal
ufe at leaft would be made of the power
acquired by corruption; and men of fu-
perior parts might and may fill flatter
themfelves, that if this power fhould be
fo employed, they fhall have time and
means to {top the effe@s of it, The firft
of thefe are feduced by their ignorance
and futility ; the fecond, if they are not
hypocrites, by their prejudices ; the third,
by their partiality - and blind confidence :
the laft, by their prefumption ; and all
of them by the mammon of unrighte-
cufuefs, their private intereft, which they
endeavour to palliate and to reconcile as
well as they can to that of the public -
& caca cupiditate corrupti, non intel;.
gunt fe, dum vendunt, & venire
According to this reprefentation, which
I take to be true; your Lordthip will
agree that our unfortunate country af-

fords




24 ON THE SPIRIT

fords an example in proof of what isaf-
ferted above. The Dusch travellers I
fpoke of, men of the ordinary, or be-
low the ordnary fize of underftanding,
tho they are called by caprice, or lift-
ed any other way into power, cannot
do great and long mifchief, in a country
of liberty; unlefs men of genius, know-
ledge, and experience, mifapply thefe ta-
lents, and become their leaders. A mi-
nifterial faction would have as little abi-
lity to'do hurt, as they have inclination
to do good, if they were not formed and
conducted by one of better .parts than
they : nor would fuch a minifter be able
to {upport, at the head of this trufty pha-
lanx, “the ignominious tyranny * impofed
on ‘his country, if other men, of better
parts and much ‘more confequence than
himfelf, were not drawn in to mifapply
thefe parts to the vileft drudgery imagin-
able; the daily dradgery of explaining
nonfenfe, covering ignorance, ‘difguifing
folly, concealing and even juftifying fraud
and ‘corruption ; inftead of employing

their knowledge, their elocution, their
{kill,
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{kill, experience and authority, to correct
the adminiftration and to guard the con-
ftitution. But this is not all : the ex-
ample fhews a great deal more. Your
Lord(hip’s experience as well as mine will
juftify what I am going to fay. It fhews
further, that fuch a conjun@ure could not
be rendered effectual to preferve power in
fome of the weakeft and fome of the
worft hands in the kingdom, if there was
not a non-application, or a faint and un-
fteady exercife of parts on one fide, as
well as an  iniquitous mifapplication of
them on the other: and I capnot help
faying, let it fall where it will; what I
have faid per haps already, that the for-

mer 15 a crime but one degree inferior to
the latter. The more genius, induftry,
and {pirit are employed to defiroy, the
harder the tafk of faving our country be-
comes ; but the duty increafcs with the
difficulty, if the principles on which I
reafon are true, In fuch exigences it is
not enough that genius be oppofid to ge-
7S, /pzrzzf muft be matched by [pwf
g h"), who go about to deftroy, are ani-

C mated
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26 ON THE SPIRIT

mated from the firft by ambition and ava-
rice, the love of power and of money:
fear makes them often defperate at laft.
They muft be oppofed therefor e, or they
will be oppofed in vain, by a fpirit able
to cope with ambition, avarice, and de-
fpair itfelf: by a fpirit able to cope with
thefe paffions, when they are favoured
and fortified by the weaknefs of a na-
tion, and the ftrength of a government.
In fuch exigences there ig little difference,
as to the meritor the effet, between op-
pofing faintly and unfteadily, and not op-
pofing at all : nay the former may be of
worfe confequence in certain circums-
flances than the latter. And thisisa trmh
T wifh with all my heartyou may not fee
verified in our country, where many, I
fear, undertake oppofition ‘not as a duty,

t as an adventure > and looking on
th’:_"‘_.’ lves like volunteers, not like men
lifted in the fervice, they deem them-
{elves at Iia?:ff’*;;_f to take as nmcb or as little
\‘F this trouble, and to continue in it as
n‘w or -._L.:dl as foon as they p‘zeaﬁ-:. It

55



L1tk
ey
ale
le-

ith

nt.

OF PATRIOTISM. 2%
chants alone, but the whole nation, took
fire at the project of new excifes. The
projeét was oppofed, not on mercantile
confiderations and interefts alone, but on
the true principles of liberty. In parlia-
ment, the oppofition was ftrenuoufly
enough {upported for a time; but there
was {o little difpofition to guide and im-
prove the {pirit, that the chief concern of
thofe who took the lead feemed applied
to keep it down ; and yet your Lordfhip
remembers how high it continued againft
the projector; till it was calmed juft be-
fore the elections of the prefent parlia-
ment, by the remarkable indolence and
inactivity of the laft feflion of the laft.
But thefe friends of ours, my Lord, are
as much miftaken in their ethics, as the
event will thew they have been in their

: po? 1£1CS.

The fervice of our country is no chi-
merical, but a real duty. He who ad-
mits the proofs of any other moral duty,
drawn from the conftitution of human
nature, or from the moral fitne(s and un-
fitnefs of things; muft admit them in fa-
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our of this duty, or be reduced to the
moft abfurd inconfiftency. When he has
once admitted the duty on thefe proofs,
| it will be no difficult matter to demon-
] {trate to him, that his oblication to the
st performance of it is in pmportion to the
means and the opportunities he has of
performing it ; and that nothing can dif-
charge him from this obligation as.long
as h\, has thefe means and hcfr., opportu-
nities in his power, and as long as his
country continues in the fame want of
his fervices. Thefe obligations then to the
public fervice may become obligations for
life on certain pcr{on“ No doubt they -

NS

=
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may : and fhall this confideration become
‘v"ﬁm for denying or evading them ?
On the contrary, {ure it thould hecome a
| : reafon for acknawledging and fulfll ing
| them, with the o mmu’t gratitude to Lh‘_“‘
Supreme Being, who has made s c. ipable
of acting fo excchu a part, and of the
utmoft benevolence to mankind. Superior
| talents, and fuperior rank ar nongft our
ft fellow-creatures, whether acquired by
i i birth, o r by the courfe of accidents, and

the
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OF PATRIOTISM. 29
the fuccefs of our own indufiry, are
noble prerogatives. Shall he who pof-
fefles them repine at the obligation they
lay him under, of paffing his whole life
in the nobleft occupation of which hu-
man nature 1s capable ! To what higher
ftation, to what greater glory can any
mortal afpire, than to be, during the
whole courfe of his life, the {upport of
good, the controul of bad government,
and the guardian of public liberty? To
bs driven from hence by fuccefiful tyran-
ny, by lofs of health or of parts, or by
the force of accidents, is to be degraded
n fuch a manner as to deferve pity, and
not to incur blame : but to degrade our-
felves, to defcend voluntarily, and by
choice, from the higheft to a lower, per-
haps to the loweft rank among the fous
of ADAM ; to abandon the government of
men for that of hounds and horfes, the
care of a kingdom for that of 2 parifh,
and a feene of great and generous cfforts
in public life, for one of trifiing - amufe-
ments and low cares, of floth and of 1dle-
nefs, what is it; my Lord ? [ had rather

C 3 your
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your Lordthip fhould name it than 1.
Will it be faid that it is hard to exalt
from fome men, in favour of others, that
they fhould renounce all the pleafures of
life, and drudge all their days in bufi-
nefs, that others may indulge themfelves
ineafe? It will be faid without grounds.
A life dedicated to the fervice of our
country admits the full ufe, and no life
thould admit the abufe, of pleafures :
the léaft are confiftent with a conftant
difcharge of our public duty, the greateft
atife from it, ‘The common, the fenfual
pleafures to which nature prompts us,
and which reafon therefore does not for«
bid, tho the fhould always direct, are fo
far from being excluded out of a life of
bufinefs, that they are fometimes necef-
fary in it, and are always heightened by
it : thofe of the table, for inftance, may
be ordered {o as to promote that which the
elder Caro calls vite conjunctionem. In
the midft of public duties, private ftudies,
and an extreme old age, he found time
to frequent the fodalitates, ot clubs of
friends at Rome, and to fit up all night
with
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with his neighbours in the country of the
Sabines, CATo’svirtue often glowed with
wine : and the love of women did not hin-
der CzsAR from forming and executing
fhe oreateft projects thatambition ever fug-
gefted, Butif CZsAR, whilit he laboured
to deftroy the liberties of his country, ef-

joyed thefe inferior pleafuresof life, which

a man who labours to fave thofe liberties
may enjoy as well as hes thereare {fupe-
rior pleafures in a bufy life' that CzsAR
never knew, thofe, I mean, that arife from
a faithful difcharge of our duty to the
commonwealth. Neithet MONTAIGNE
in writing his effays, nor DEs CARTESIA
building new worlds, nor BuRrRNET 1D
framing an antedeluvian earth, no nor
NewTox in difcovering and eftablith-
ing the true laws of nature on experiment
and a fublimer geometry, felt more 10~
telleétnal joys; than he feels who is a réa/
patriof, who bends all the force of his
underftanding, and directs all his thoughts
and actions, to the good of his country.
When fuch a man forms a political
{¢heme, and adjufts various and {eeming-

C 4 Iy
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ly independent parts in it to one great
and good defign, he is tranfported by
imagination, or abforbed in meditation, as
much and as agreeably as they: and the
fatisfaction that arifes from the different
importance of thefe objets, in every ftep
of the work, is vaftly in h's favour. It
1s here that the fpeculative philofopher’s
labour and pleafure end. But he who
{peculates in order to as, goes on, and
carries his {cheme into execution. His
labour continues, it varies, it increafes ;
but {o does his pleafure too. The exe-
cution indeed is often traverfcd, by unfore-
feen and untoward circumftances, by the
perverfenefs or treachery of friends, and
by the power or malice of enemies: but
the firft and the lat of thefe animate, and
the docility and fidelity of fome men
make amends for the perverfenefs and
treachery of others. Whilft 2 great event
is in fufpenfe, the a@ion warms, and
the very fufpenfe, made up of hope and
fear, maintains no unpleafing agitation in
the mind. If the event is decided fuccefi-

fully,
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OF PATRIOTISM. 3

tully, fuch a man enjoys pleafure propor=-
tionable to the good he has done ; a plea-
fure like to that which is attributed to the
Supreme Being, on a {urvey of his works.
Iftheevent isdecided otherwife, and ufurp-
Ing courts, or overbearing parties prevail ;
fuch a man has ftill the teftimony of his
confcience, and a fenfe of the honour he
has acquired, to foothe his mind, and
fupport his courage, For altho the courfe
of ftate-affairs be to thofe who meddlein
themlike a lottery, yet itis alottery where-
in no good man can be a lofer: he may be
reviled, it is true, inftead of being applaud-
ed,and may fuffer violence of many kinds.
I will not fay, like Sexeca, that the
noblefl {pectacle which God can be-
hold, is a virtuous man fuffering, and
ﬁruggling with affli¢tions : but this I will
fay, that the fecond CaTo driven out of
the forum, and dragged to prifon, enjoy-
ed more inward pleafure, and maintained
more outward dignity, than they who
infulted him, and who tristnphed in the
rain of their country. But the very ex-

ample
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ample of CaTO may be urged perhapsa-
gainft what I have infifted upon : it may
be afked, what good he did to Rome, by
dedicating his whole life to her {ervice,
what Honour to himfelf by dying at Uk
gz 2 It may be faid, that governments
have their periods like all things human;
that they may be brought Back to their
primitive principles during a certain time,
but that when thefe principles are worn
out, in the minds of men, it is a vain en
terprize to endeavour to renew them !
that this is the cafe of all governments
when the corruption of the people comes
to a great pitch, and is grown univerfal:
that when 2 houfe which is old, and quite
decayed, tho often repaired; not only
cracks, biit totters even from the foun-
dations, every.-man in his {enfes runs out
of it, and takes thelter where he can, and
that none but madmen continue obftinate
to repair what is irreparable, till they are
cruthed in the ruin, Juft fo; that we
muft content ourfelves to live under the
sovernment we like the leaft; when that
form
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OF PATRIOTISM. 38
form which we like the moft is deftroyed,
or worn out ; according to the counfel of
DorABELLA in one of hisletters to Ci=
cero. But, my Lord, if CaTo could not
fave, he prolonged the life of liberty : the
liberties of Rome would have been loft
when CaTiLINE attacked them, abetted
probably by Casar and Crassus, and
the worft citizens of Rome; and when Ci-
cero defended them, abetted by CaTo
and the beft, That CATo erred in hiscon=
du@, by giving way too much to the na-
tural roughnefs of his temper, and by als
lowing too little for that of the Romans,
among whom luxury had long prevailed,
and corruption was openly pra&ifed, is
moft true. He was incapable of em-
ploying thofe feeming compliances that
are reconcileable to the greateft fleadi-
nefs, and treated unskilfully a crazy con-
ftitution. The fafety of the common.
wealth depended, in that critical conjunc-
ture, on acoalitionof parties,the fenatorian
and the eguefirian : TuLLy had form-
ed it, CaTo broke it. Bat if this good,

for
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for 1 think he was not an able man
erred in the particular refpects I have ven-
tured to mention, he deféerved moft cer-
tainly the glory he acquired by the gene-
ral tenor of his conduct, and by dedi
cating the whole labour of his life to the
fervice of his country. He would have
deferved more if he had perfifted in main.
taining the fame caufe to the end, and
would have died I think with a better
grace at Munda than at Utica. If this
be {o, if CATo may be cenfured, {everely
indeed, but juflly, for abandoning the
caufe of liberty, which he would not
however {furvive; what thall we {1y of
thofe, who embrace it faintly, purfue it
irrefolutely, erow tired of it when they
have much to hope, and give it up when
they have nothing to fear?

My Lord, Thave infified the more on
this duty which ‘men owe to their coun-
tey, becaufe I came out of England, and
continue {till, firongly affeGed with what
I' faw when I was there.  Our govern-
ment has approached, nearer than ever

before,
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OF PATRIOTISM, 37
before, to the true principles of it, fince
the revolution of one thoufand fix hun-
dred and eighty eight: and the acceffion
of the prefent family to the throne, has
given the faireft opportunities, as well as
the juftet reafons, for compleating the
{cheme of liberty, and improving it to
perfection, But it feems to me, that, in
our feparate world, as the means of af-
ferting and {upporting liberty are increaf-
ed, all concern for it-is diminithed, I
beheld, when I was among you, more
abject fervility, in the manners and -beha-
viour of particular men, than I ever faw
m France, or than has been feep there,
L belicve, fince the days of that G, con,
who, being turned out of the minifter’s
door, leaped in again at his window, As
to bodies of men, I dare challenge your
Lordthip, and I am {orry for it, to pro-
duce any inftances of refiftance to the un-
j‘uf’f demands, or wanton will of 2 court,
that Britifh parliaments have given, com-
parable to fuchas T am able to cite to the
honour of the porliament of Paris, and
the whale body of the law in that coun-

try,
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2
try, within the fame compafs of time,

Thisabje& fervility may appear juftly the
more wonderful in Brifain, beciufe the
government of Brifain has, in fome fort,
the appearance of an oligarchy : and mo-
narchy is rather hid behind it than fhewn,
rather weakened than flrengthened, ra-
ther impofed upon than obeyed. The
wonder therefore is to obferve, how imas
gination and cuftom, (a giddy fool and ¢
formal pedant) have rendered thefe cabals
or oligarchies, more refpe@ed than ma-
jefty itfelf. That this thould happen i
countries where princes, who have abfo-
lute power, may be tyrants them{elves, o
{ubflituie {ubordinate tyrants, is not won
derful.: It has happened often : but tha
it thould happen in Brizain, may be juft
ly an objs& of wonder.  In thefe coun-
trics, the people had loft the armour:of
their conftitution: they were nuked and
defenceles.  Qurs is more compleat than
ever. But tho we have preferved the
armour, we have loft the fpiriz of ou
conftitution : and therefore we bear, from
little engroffers of delegated power, what

oy
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OF PATRIOTISM. 39
our fathers would not have {uffered from
true proprietors of the royal. authority,
Parliaments are not only, what they al-
ways were, effential parts of our coniti-
tution, but eflential parts of our admini-
ftration too. They do not ¢laim the
executive power. No. Butthe execu-
tive power cannot be exercifed without
their - annual concurrence.  How few
months, inftead of years, have princes
and minifters now, to pafs without in-
fpection and controul? How eafy there=
fore is it become to check every growing
evil in the bud, to change every bad ad-
miniftration, to keep fuch farmers of go-
vernment in awe, to maintain and re-
venge, if need be, the conftitution? It
1s become {o eafy by the prefent form of
our government, that corruption a/ome
could not deftroy us. We muft want

fpirit, as well as virtue, to perith. Even

able knaves would preferve liberty in fuch
circumflances as ours, and highwaymen
would fcorn to receive the wages and do
the drudgery of pickpockets. -But all is
little, 2nd low, and mean among us! Far

from
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from having the wirfues, we have not
even the wices of great men, He who
had pride inftead of vanity, and ambition
but equal to his defire of wealth, could
never bear, Ido not fay to be the under
firapper to any farmer of royal authority,
but to fee paticntly one of them (at bef
his fellow, perhaps his inferior in every
refpect; lord it over him, and the reft of
mankind, diffipating wealth, and tramp.
ling ‘on the liberties of his country, with
impunity. This could not happen, i
there was the leaft {pirit among us.  But
there is none. - What pafles among us for
ambition, is an odd mixture of avaric
and vanity : the moderation we have fees
practifed is pufillanimity, and the philo-
fophy that fome men affect is floth
Hence it comes that corruption has f{pred,
and prevails,

Fexpect little from the principal acors
that tread the ftage at prefent.  They are
divided, not fo much as it has {feemed, and
as they would have it believed, about
meafures : the true divifion is about their
different ends, - Whilft the minifter was

' not
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OF PATRIOTISM, 41
not hard pufhed, nor the profpect of fuc-
ceeding to him near, they appeared to
have butone end, the reformation of the
government, The deftruction of the mi-
nifter was purfued only as a preliminary,
but of effential and indifpenfable neceffity
to that end, But when his deftruétion
feemed to approach, -the odject of his fuc-
ceffian interpofed to the fight of many, and
the reformation of the g'.’?i’ﬂ”?f?ﬂt"‘i; *-x-x's no
longer their point of view.
vided the skin, at leaft in their thou; TI 1ts,
before ihcy had taken the beaft, and Jl{..
common fear of hunting him down for
others made them all fiint in the chace.
It was #his, and this alone, that fas faved
him, or bas put off his ev1l day. - Cor-
ruption, fo much, and fo jutly com-
plained of, could not have done it afoze.

When I [a}r that T expe& little from
the principal actors that tread the ftage
at prefent, Iam far from ap plymcr to all
of them what I take to be true of the far
greateft part. There are men among
them who certainly intend the good of
their country, and whom I {ove a.nd ho-

D nour
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nour for that reafon.” But thefe men
have been clogged, or mifled, or over-
borne by others ; and, {feduced by natural
temper to ina@ivity, have taken any ex-
cufe, oryielded to any pretence that fa-
voured it. 'That they {hould roufe there-
fore in themfelves, or in any one elfe,
the {pirit the have {fuffered, nay helped
to dye m-v-n.y, I do not expect. I turn
my eyes from the generation that is going
off, to the generation that is coming on

the ftage. I expe&t good from them, and
from none of them more than from you,
my Lord. Remember that the oppofi-
tion in ‘which you have engaged, at your
firft entrance into bufinefs, is not an op-
pofition only to a bad adminif’cration of
public affairs, but to an adminiftration
that fupports itfelf by means, eftablifhes
principles, introduces caftoms, repugnant
to the conftitution of our government
and deftrutive of all liberty; that you
do'not only combat prefent evils, but at-
tempts to entail thefe evils upon you and
your pofterity ; that if you ceafe the
combat, you give up the caufe : and that

%
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OF PATRIOTISM. 47
he, who does not renew on every occafion
his claim, may forfeit his right.

Qar difputes were formerly, to fay the
truth, much more about perfons than
things; or at moftabout part zca!an points
of political condu&, in which we m;-_ud
have foon agreed, if perfons, and perfo-
nal interefts had been lefs concernied, and
the blind prejudice of party lefs preva-
lent. Whether the Big-endians or the
Little-endians got the better, T believe
no man of fcmc and knowledge thought
the conftitution concerned; notwithita Pd
ing all the clamour 1':—11[6-1 at one tims
about the danger of the church, and at

another ’1bout the danger of the proteflunt

Jucceflion.  But ‘the car > 187at this time
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than it ever had been
invaded by ;::r"':: ogetive, were ot the
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grown up into ﬂ"fﬂ?-?ﬁ They are o
now; and ‘a bold and an infolent ufe i
made of them. To reform ‘the flate
therefore s, n;;d ought to be, the obi-&
of your ‘oppofition, as well a3 to reform
D2 he
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the adminiftration. Why do I fay as well?
It is fo, and it ought to be fo, much more,
Wreft the power of the government, if
you can, out of hands that have employ-
ed it weakly and wickedly, ever fince it
was thrown into them, by a filly bar-
gain made in one reign, and a corrupt
bargain made in another. But do not
imagine this to be your f{ole, or your
principal buafinefs. You owe to your
country, to your honour, to your fecu-
rity, to the prefent, and to future ages,
that no endeavours of yours be wanting
to repair the breach that is made, and is
increafing daily in the conftitution, and
to fthut up with all the bars and bolts
of law, the principal entries thro which
thefe torrents of corruption have been
let n upon us. I fay the principal
entries ; becaufe, however it may appear
In pure i‘pef‘ulatwm I think it would not
be found in practice poflible, no nor eli-
gible peither, to thut them up a/l. As
entres of corruption none of them de-
ferve to be exkcptt@d but there is a Juﬁ
ditin€tion to be made, becaufe there is

a
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a real difference. Some of thefe entries
are opened by the abufe of powers, ne-
ceflary to maintain fubordination, and
to carry on even good government, and
therefore neceflary to be preferved in the
crown, notwithftanding the abufe that
is fometimes made of them ; for no hu-
man inftitution can arrive at perfeition,
and the moft that human wifdom can do,
1s to procure the fame or greater gaod, at
the expence of léfs evil. There will be
always fome evil either immediate, or
remote, either in caufe or confequence.
But there are other entries of corruption,
and thefe are by much the greatett, for
fuffering of which to continue open no
reafon can be affighed or has been pre-
tended to be affigned, but that which is
toevery honelt and wife manareafon for
fhutting them up; the increafe of the
means of corruption, which are ofiener
employed for the fetvice of the oligarchy,
than for the fervice of the monarchy.,
Shut up thefe, and you will have :':at?'rh;;z
to fear from the otbers. By thefe, a
D3 more
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more real f-md a more dangerous power
has been gained to minifters, than was
loft to the crown by'the reftraints on pre-

rogative.
There have been periods vrhcn out go=
vernment continued free, with ft g ap-

pearances of becoming abﬂ;lute. Lcu

be your glory, my Lord, and that of the
new generation {pringing up w rith  you,
that this government do not become ab-
folate at any fature period, with the ap-
pearances of being free. However you
may be employed ; in all your councils
in all your acions, keep this regard to
the conftitution always in fight. = The
{cene that opens before you is great, and
the part that youwill havetoa t difficalt

It is difficult indeed to bring men, from
ftrong habits of corruption, to prefer ho-
nour to profit, and liberty to luxury; a
it is hard to teach princes the great artof
governing all by all, or to prevail on
them to practife it, But'if it be a diffis
cult, it isa gl yrious attempt; an attempt
worthy to exert the greatelt talents, and

= o
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to fill the moft extended life; Purfue it
with courage, my Lord, nor defpair of
{uccefs.

~——— Deus beec fortafle benigna
Reducet in [fedem Vice.

A parliament,. nay one hounfe of parlia-
ment, is able at any time, and at once, to
deftroy any corrupt plan of power. Time
produces every day new conjunctures :
Be prepared to improve them. We read
1n the old teftament of a city that might
have efcaped. divine vengeance, if five
righteous men had been found in it. Let
not our city perifh for want of {o fmall a
number: and if the generation that is

going off could not furnith it, let the
generation that is coming on furnith a
greater.

We may reafonably hope that it will,
from the firt effays which your Lordthip,
and fome others of our young fenators,
have made in public life. You have
raifed the hopes of your country by the

Dy proofs
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proofs you have given of fuperior parts,
Confirm thefe hopes by proofs of un-
commpon induftry and application, and
perfeverance.  Superior parts, nay even
fuperior virtue, without thefe qualities,
will be infufficient to fupport your ~cha-
ratter and your caufe. How many men
have appeared in my time who have made
thefe efliys with {uccefs, and have made
no progrefsafterwards? Some have drop-
ed, from their firlt flichts, down mto the
vulgar crowd, have been diftinguifhed,
nay heard of, no more! Others with
better parts, perhaps with more pre-
{fumption, but certainly with greater ri-
dicule, have perfifted in making thefe ef-
{ays towards bufinefs all their lives, and
have never been able to advance farther,
in their political courfe, than a premedi-
tated harangue on fome choice {ubje&. |
never faw one of thefe important perfons
fit down after his oration, with repeated

hear-hims ringing in his ears, and inward
raptare glowing in his eyes, that he did
not recal to my memory the flory of a

con-



rts,
1n-
ind
7en
1es,
na-
1€n

1de

nd

ms

wrd

1id

M=

OF PATRIOTISM. 49

conceited member of fome parliament in
FErance, who was overheard, after his te=
dious harangue, mutiering moft devout-
ly to himfelf, Non nobis, Domine, non no-

bis, [ed nomini tuo da gloriam !
Eloquence, that leads mankind by the
ears; gives a nobler {uperiority than power
that every dunce may -ufe, ot frand that
évery knave may employ, to lead them
by the nofe. But eloquence muft flow
like a fiream that is fed by an abundant
fpring, and not fpout forth a little frothy
watér on fome gaudy day, and remain
dry the reft of the ycar. The famous
orators of Greece and Rome were the
ftatefimen and minifters of thofe common-
wealths. The nature of their govern-
ments and the humour of thofe ages made
claborate orations’ neceflacy. They ha-
rangucd oftener than they debated : and
the ars dicendi required more ftudy and
more exercife of mind, and of body too,
among them, than are neceflary among
us. But as much pains as they took in
learning how to conduét the ftream of
eloquence, they took more to enlarge the
foun-
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fountain from which it flowed. Heat
DemosTHENES, hear Cicero thunder
'*L:*il Prizip, CATILINE 3'~d AN-
rHonY. I chufe the example of the firft
rather than that of PERICLES whom he
imitated, or of PHocron  whom he op-
pofed; or of any other-confiderable. per-
i)m ge in Greece 5 -and the example of
Crez Ro rather than that of Cr Assus, o
of HoRTENsIUS, or of any other of the
great men of Rome 3 becaufe the cloquence
of thefe two has been {o celebrated . that
we are:accuftomed tolook upon them al-
moft as meer orators. They were oratofs
indeed, and no man:who has a foul can
read hfm orations, -after the revolution of
fo many ages, after the extinction of the
governments, and of the people for whom
they were compofed, without fecling at
this hour the PlﬁOPS they were deligned
to move, and the fpu.t tney were defign-
ed to rafe; . But if we look into the hi-
ftory of thefe two m
parts they a&ed, we (hall fee tuuh in an-
other light, and admire LI 1em 1n an higher
{phere of altion. . DemosTtuengs had
been
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OF PATRIOTISM. 51
been neglected, in his education, by the
fame tutors who cheated him of his inhe-
ritance. Cicero was bred with greater
advantage: and PLu T ARrcn, I think, fays
that when he firft appeared the people
ufed to call him; by way of derifion, the
Greek, and the {cholar. But whatever ad-
vantage of thiskind the latter might have
over the former, and to which of 'them
foever you afcribe the fuperior genius, the
progrefs which ‘both of them made in
every part of political knowledge, by their
indufiry and application, was marvellous.
Cicero might be a better philofopher,
but DeMosTHENES Was po lefs a flatef~
man: and both of them performed actions
and acquired fame, above the reach of elo-
quence alone. ‘DEmosTHENES ufed to
compare eloquence: to a weapon, aptly
enough ; for eloquence, like every other
nkdpon 1Jofbw- ule to the owner, un-
lefs he' have the force and the multo afe
it, This force and this fkill DemosTHE-
NEs bad in an eminent deoree,  Obferve
them in one inftance amone n 1any. It was

o)

of mighty importance to Puirnip to pre-
vent
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52 ON THE SPIRIT

vent the acceffion of Thebes to the grand
alliance that DEMosTHENES, at the head
of the Athenian commonwealth, formed
againftthe growing power of the Maceds-
nians. PH1L1P had emiffaries and his am-
bafladors on the {pot to oppofe to thofe of
Athens,and we may be aflured that he ne-
glected none of thofe arts'upon' this occa-
fion that he employed {o fuccefsfully on
others. The ftruggle was great, but Dr-
MOSTHENES prevailed, and the Thedans
engaged in the war againftPririp. Wasit
by his eloquence alone that he prevailed in
adivided ftate, over all- the {ubtilty of in-
trigue, all the dexterity of negotiation, all
the fedution, 2ll the corruption, and all
the terror that the ableft and moft power-
ful prince could em ploy.?  Was Dzo-
sSTHENES wholly taken up with compof-
ing orations, and haranguing the people,
n this remarkable crifis ? He harangued
them no doubt at Thebes, as well as at
Atbens, and in the reft of Greece, where
all the great refolutions of making al-
Hances, waging war, or concluding peace,
were determined in democratical affem-

blies,
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OF PATRIOTISM. &7
blies. ~But yet haranguing was no doubt
the leaft part of his bufinefs,andeloguence
was neither the fole, nor the principal ta-
lent, as the ftyle of writers would induce
us to believe, on which his fuccefs de-

pended. He muft have been mafler of

other arts, {ubferviently to which his elo-
quence was employed, and muft have had
a thorough knowledge of his own flate,

- and of the other ftates of Greece, of their

difpofitions, and of their interefts relatively

to one another, and relatively to their -

neighbours, to the Perfians particularly,
with whom he held a correfpondence, not
much to his honour: I fay, he muft have
been mafter of many other arts, and have
pofieffed an immenfe fund of knowledge,
to make his eloguence in every cafe fuc-
cefstul, and even pertinent or feafonable in
fome, as well as to dire@ it and to furnifh
it with matter whenever he thought pro-
per to employ this weapon,

Letus confider TuLLy on the greateft
theatre of the known world, and in the
moft difficalt circumflances. We are betx
ter acquainted with him than we are

with
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54 ON THE SPIRIT

with- DemosTHENES; for we {ee him
nearer, as it 'were, and in more different
lights. How perfect a knowledge had he
acquired of the Roman conflitution of 20-
vernment, ecclefiaftical and civil ; of the
original and progrefs, of the general rea
fonsand particular occafions of the laws
and cuftoms of his country; of the grea
rules of ec‘u?tv and the low pr"&;ce of
courts ; of the duty of every ma giflracy
and oﬁicc in the f’cate, from the dictata
down to the li¢tor ; and of all the fteps by
which Rome had rifen from her infancy,
to liberty, to power and .grandeur and
dominion, as well as of all tl 1015 by whicl
{he began to decline, a little before hi
age, to that fu""-tuuc, which he died fo
oppoﬁnq, but lived to {ee eftablithed, ant
in which not her liberty alone, bat he
power and grandeur and dominion wer
loft? How ‘.‘rcll was he acquainted witl
the Rowman colonies and plomnms, with
the allies and epemies of the empirg
with therights and privileges of the for
mer, the dif; {pofitionsa ﬂd C-"l"ﬁtEOIlS of the
latter, with the interefls of them all rel

M
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fively to Rome, and with the interefts o
Rome relatively tothem:? How prefent to
his mind” were the anccdotes. of former

o

times concerning the Roman and other
ftates, and how curious was he to obferve
the mumtcﬂ circumi{tances that pafled in
his own ?  His werks will anfwer fuffici-
ently the queftions I'afk, and eftablifh in
the mind of every man who reads them
the idea I would give of his capacity and
knowledge,  as 1-“11 as that which is fo
univerfally taken of his eloquence. Toa
man franght with all this ftock of know-
ledge, and induftrions to improve it daily,
nothing could happen that was entirely
new, nothing for which he was quiteun-
prepared, fcarce any effeé whercof he
had not confidered the caufe, fearce any
Caufe wherein his fagacity could not dif-
cern the latent effc&t.  His el;que'wm in
private caufes gave him firlt credit at
Rome, but it was this knowledge, thi%cx-
perience, and the continued habiss of
bazﬁncfé, that f:__:;i-g_ﬁortcu his :‘a—'_-'i:‘.-'.:tk‘-i'io:“.,
enabled  him to do fo much fervice to

R ATy Y 2 B 1
1]‘.13 countr 3% ;LE*CL o 'i-" " Oree 4 1‘\.". ':"'--"..;'.L_f'flty




g6 - ON THE SPIRIT

to his eloquence. To little purpofe woul
he have attacked CaTivine with all th
vehemence that indignation and even fei
added to eloquence, if he had trufted
this weapon alone. This weapon alon
would have fecured neither him nor th
fenate from the poniard of that affaffi
He would have had no occafion to boat
that he had driven this infamous citizg
out of the walls of Rome, abiit, excefl
evafit, eruprf, if he had not made ithe
fore-hand impofiible for him to contin
any longer in them. As little occafi
would he have had to aflume the honot
of defeating without any tumult, or aj
diforder, the defigns of thofe who cor
fpired to murder the Roman people,t
deftroy the Roman empire, and to extis
ouith the Roman name; if he had o
united by fkill and management, in th
common caufe of their country, ordef
of men the moft averfe to each other;!
he had not watched all the machination
of the confpirators in filence, and prepard
a firength {ufficient to refift them at Rom
and in the provinces, before he opent

4 thi
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OF PATRIOTISM. 37
this fcene of wvillany to the fenate and the
people : 1n a word, if he had not made
much more ufe of political prudence,
that is, of the knowledge of mankind,
and of the arts of government, which
ftudy and experience give, than of all the
powers of his eloquence,

Such was DEMosTHENES, fuch was
Cicero, fuch were all the great men
whofe memoriesare preferved in hiftory,
and fuch muft every man be, or endea-
vour to be, if he has either fenfe or fentis
ment, who prefumes to meddle in affairs
of government; of a free government I
mean, and hopes to maintain a diftin-
guithed charatter in popular affemblies,
whatever part he takes, whether that of
fupporting, or that of oppofing. I put the

two cafes purpofely, my Lord, becanfe

I have obferved, and your Lordthip will
have frequent occafions of obferving,
many perfons who feem to think that op-
pofition toan adminiftration requires fewer
preparatives, and lefs conftant application
than the conduct of it. Now, my Lord,

E 1
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I take this to be a grofs error, and I'am
fure it has been a fatal one. = It is one df
thofe errors, and there are many f{uch;
which men impute to judgment, and
which proceed from the defe& of judg:
ment, as this does from lightnefs, irrefo.
lution, lazinefs, and a falfe notion of op.
pofition ; unlefs the per/on-, who feem
think, do not really think in this man
ner, but {erving the public purely fu
intereft, and not for fame, nor for duty
decline taking the fame pains when the
oppofe without perfonal and immedia
reward, as they are willing to take whe
they are paid for ferving. Look abou
you, and you will fee men eager to {peak
and keen to a&, when particular occa
fions prefs them, or particular motive
excite them, but quite unprepared for ek
ther: and hence all that fuperficiality i

Apeaking; for want of information, hent

all that confufion or ina&ivity, for wanl
of concert, and all that difappointmen

for want of preliminary meafures, ‘Thy

who affe¢t to head an oppofition, or
mak



[am
1e of
uch;
and
1dg.
efo.
o
n o
nan:
+ for
luty
the)
diatt
vher
bout
seak
1CCa:
Ve
T €l
by
entt
wanl
neil
“hey
g
1ake

OF PATRIOTISM., 59
make any confiderable figure in it, mufk
be equal at leaft to thofe whom they op~
pole; I do not fay in parts-only, butin
application and induftry, and the fruits
of both; information, knowledge, and a
certain conflant preparednels for all the
events that may arife, Every adminiftra-
tion isa fyftem of condu& : oppofition
therefore, thould be a {yftem of conduc
likewife ; an oppofite, but not a depen-
dent fyftem. - I fhall explain myfelf bet-
ter by an é:mmple, When two armies
take the field, the generals on both fides
have their different plans for the cam-
paign, either of defence or of offence ;
and as the former does not fufpend his
meafures till he isattacked, but takes them
beforehand on every probable contin-
gency, {o the latter does not fufpend his,
till: the opportunity of attacking prefents
itlelf, butis alert and conftantly ready to
feize 1t whenever it happens ; and in the
mean time is bufy to improve all the ad-
vantages of {kill, of force, or of any other
kind that he has, ‘or that he can aﬂcquire,

E 2 inde-
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independently of the plan and of the migs
tions of his enemy.

In a word, my Lord, this i1s my no-
tion, and I fubmit it to you. ‘According
to the prefent form of our conftitution,
every member of either houfe of parlia
ment s a member of a national ftanding
council, born, orappointed by the people;
to promote good, and to oppofe bad go-
vernment ; and, if not vefted with the
power of a ‘minifter of ftate, yet vefted
with the fuperior power of ‘controuling
thofe who are appointed fuch by the
crown. It follows from hence, that they
who engage in oppofition are under
great obligations, to prepare themfelyes
to controul, as they who ferve the crowi
are under, to prepare themfelves to carry
on the adminiftration : and that a parti;
formed for this purpofe, do not a&t like
good citizens nor honeft men, unlefs they
propoje true; cas well as oppofe Jalfe el
fures of government, Sure I am they
do not aét like wife meén unlefs they ad
fyftematically, and unlefs they “contralt;

on
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OF PATRIOTISM. 61

on every occafion, that {cheme of palicy
which the public intereft requires to be
followed, with that which is fuited to no
intereft but the private interelt of the
prince or his minifters, Cunning men
(feveral fuch there are among you) will
diflike this confequence,: and objedt, that
fuch a condu¢t would fupport, under the
appearance of oppofing, a weak and even
a wicked adminiftration; and that to
proceed in this manner would be to give
good counfel to a bad minifter, and to
extricate him out of diftrefles that ought
to be improved to his ruin. But cunning
pays no regard to virtue, and is but the
low mimic of wifdom. It were eafy to
demonfirate what I have afferted con-
cerning the duty of an oppofing party :
and I prefume there is no need of labour-
Ing to prove, that a party who oppofed,
{yftematically, a wife to a filly, an honeft
to an iniquitous, {cheme of government,
would acquire greater reputation and
ftrength, and arrive more furely at their
end, than a party who oppofed occa-
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62 ON THE SPIRIT

fionally, as it were, without any com.
mon fyftem, without any general con.
cert, with little uniformity, little prepa-
ration, little perfeverance, and as little
knowledge or pol-itical capacity. ‘But it
5 time to leave this invidious fubjed,
and to haften to the conclufion of my
letter before it grows into a book.

Iam, my Lorp, &,
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(65 )

The IpE a of

A Patrior King,

INTRODUCTIO N:

Dec. 1. 1738,

Evifing fome letters I writ to my
Lord * * * T found in one of
them a great deal faid concerning the -
ties which men owe to their country,thole
men particularly who live under a free
conftitution of government ;- with 2 ft; ong
application of thefe general do&rines to
the prefent flate of Great Britain, and to
the charaéiers of the prefent a&ors on this
ftage.
I{aw no reafon to alter, none even to
foften, any thing that is there advanced.
On
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On the contrary, it came into my mind
to carry thefe confiderations further, and
to delineate, for I pretend not to make a
perfet draught, the duties of @ king to bis
country ; of thofe kings particularly who
are appointed- by the people, for Iknow
of none who are anointed by God, to rule-
in limited monarchies. After which, I pro-
pofed to apply the general doctrines 1n
this cafe; as ftrongly-and as direétly as in
the other, to the prefent flate of Great
Britain.

I am not one of thofe oriental {laves,
who deem itunlawful prefamptionto look
their kings in the face ; neither am I
fwayed by myLord Bacon’s authority to
think this cuftom good and reafonable in
it’s meaning; tho it favours of barbariimin
i’s inflitution : Ritu quidem barbarus, fed
fignificatione bonus. -Much otherwife : It
feems to me that no fecrets are {o impor-
tant to be known, no hearts Ceferve to be
pryed into with more curiofity and atten-
tion; than- thofe of princes.  But many
things have concurred, befides age and
temper, to fet me at a great diftance from

the
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A PATRIOT KING. 6%
the prefent court. Far from prying into
the hearts, T fcarce know the faces, of our
royal family. - I fhall therefore decline
all application to their charaéters, and all
mention of any influence which - their
charaéters may have on their own for-
tune, or on that of this nation.

The principles 1 have reafoned upon
in my letter to my Lord ***  and thofe
I thall reafon upon here, are the fame,
They are laid in the fame fyltem of hu-
man nature, They are drawn from that
fource from whence all the duties of pub-~
lic and private morality muft be dérived,
or they will be often falfly, and altvays
precarioufly eftablithed. Up to this fource
there are few men who'take the pains to
g0 and, open as it lies, there are not
many who can find their way to it, By
fuch as you, T fhall be underftood, and
approved ; and far fron fearing the cen-
fure or. the ridicule, I fhould reproach
myfelf wich the applaufe, of men who
meafure their intereft by their paffions,
and their duty by the examples of a cor-
rupt age; that is, by the examples they

' aftford
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68 THE IDEA OF
afford to one another. Such I think ars
the greatelt part of the prefent generation;
not of the vulgar alone, but of thofe who
fland foremeft, and are raifed higheftin
cur nation. . Such we may juftly appre,
hend too that the next will be, fince they
who are to compofe it will fet out into
the world under a dire€tion that mufl in-
cline them firongly to the fame courfe of
{elf-intereft, profligacy, and corruption,
The iniquity of all the principal menin
any community, of kings and miniftes
efpecially, does not confift alone in the
crimes they commit, and in the imme.
diate confequences of thefe crimes : and
thercfore their guilt 1s not to be meafured
by thefc alone, Such men {in againdt po-
fterity, as well as againft their own age:
and when the confequencesof their crimes
are over, the confequences of their ex-
ample remain, I think, and every wile
and honeft man in generations yet unborn
will think, if the hiftory of ---’s admi-
niftration defcends to blacken our annals,
that the greateft iniquity of the minifter,
on whom the whole iniquity ought to be
' charged,
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APATRIOTKING. 6g
charged, fince he has been o long in pof-
feflion of the whole power, is the con-
ftant endeavour he has-employed to cor=
rupt the morals of men. 1 fay thus gene-
rally the morals, becaufe hé who =zban-
dons or betrays his country, will abandon
or betray his friend ; and becaufe he who
is prevailed on to actin parliament, with=
out any regard to-truth or juftice, will
eafily prevail on himfelf'to act in the fame
manner every where elfe. A wifer and
honefter adminiftration ‘may relieve our
trade from that oppreflion, and the public
from that load of debt under which it
maft be fuppofed that he has induftricufly
kept 1t; becaufe we areable to prove, by
fair calculations, that he might have pro-
vided effectually for the payment of it,
fince he came to the head of ‘the trea-
fury. A wifer and honefter adminifira-
tion may draw us back to our former cre-
dit and influence abroad, from that ftate
of contempt into which we 2re funk
among all our neighbonrs.  But will the

minds of men, which this minifter has

narrowed to. perfonal regards alone, ‘will

their
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70 THE IDEA OF
their wzews, which he has confined to the
prefent moment, as if nations were mor-
tallike the men: who compofe them,
and Brztain was to perith - with her de
generate childreny will thefe, I fay; befo
eafily or {o foon enlarged 2 Will their fon-
timents, which are debafed from the love
of liberty, from zeal for the honour and
profperity of - their country, and from
defire of honeft fame, toan abfolute un-
concernedne’s for. all thefe, to an abjed
fubmiffion, and to a rapacious eagernefs
after wealth that may fate - their avarice,
and exceed the profufion of their laxury;
will thefe, I fay again, be fo eafily, orfy
feon elevated 2 Ina word, will the Bri
tifb fpirit, that fpirit which has prefery-
ed liberty hitherto in one corner of the
world at lealt, ‘be {o eafily or o foon re
infufed into the Britzfb nation ?- I thiok
not. We have been long coming {0
this point of depravation : and the pro-
orefs from confirmed habits of evil i
much: more {low than the progrefs 0
them. Virtue is not placed on a rogged
mountain of difficult and dangerous ac-
cefs,
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A PATRIQT KING. 71
cefs, -as they who would - excife the in-
dolence of their temper, or the perverfes
nefs of their will, defire to have it be-
lieved; but fhe is feated however on an
eminence. We may go up: to her. with
eafe, but we muft go up gradually; ac-
cording to the natural progreffion of 7ea-
{fon, who is to lead the way, and to guide
our fteps: On the other hand, if we fall
from thence, we are fure to be harried
down the hill with a blind impetuofity,
according to the natural violence of thofe
appetites-and paffions that caufed our. fall
at firft, and urge it on the fafter, the fur-
ther they are removed from the controul
that before reftrained them:,

"T'o perform, therefore, fo great a work,
as-to reinfufe the fpirit of liberty, to re-
form the morals, and to raife the Jentiments
of a people, much time js required: and
a work which requires fo much time
may too probably be never compleated ;
confidering how unfteadily and unfyftem-
atically even the beft of men are apt often
to proceed ; and how this reformation is
to be carried forward in oppefition to

public
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public fafbion, and private inclination; t9
the authority of the men 7n power, and
to the fecret bent of many of thofe who
are out of power, Letus not flatter ouf-
felves ; I did fo too long. It is more to
be wifhed than to be hoped, that the
contagion thould fpread no further thas
that leprous race, who carry on ‘thei
Ikins, expofed to public fight, the fcals
and blotches of their diftemper. Thems
nifter preaches corruption aloud and con-
ftantly, like an ‘impudent miffionary of
vice ; and fome there are who not only
infinuate, but teach the fame occafionals
ly. Ifay fome; becaufe I am as far from
thinking, that all thofe who join with
him; as that any of thole who oppoft
him, wait only to be more authorized;
that they may propagate it with greatet
{uccefs, and apply it to their own ufe, 1o
their turn.

It {feems to me, upon the whole mat
ter, that to fave or redeem a nation un:
der fuch circumftances from perdition;
nothing lefs is neceffary than fome great
fome extraordinary conjunctare of ill for-

tung;
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A PATRIOT KING., 73
tune, or of good, which may purge,
yet fo.as by fire. . Diftrefs from abroad,
bankraptcy at home, and other circum-
ftances of like nature and tendency, may
beget univerfal confufion. OQut of con-
fufion order may arife : but it may be the
order of a wicked tyranny, inftead of the
order of a juft monarchy. Either may

- happen: and fuch an alternative, at the

difpofition of fortune, is fufficient to make
a ftoic tremble ! We may be faved in-
deed by means of a very different kind ;
but thefe means will not offer themfelves,
this way of falvation will not be opened
to us, without the concurrence, and the
influence of a PaTRr1oT King, the moft
uncommon of all phznomena in the phy-
fical or moral world.

Nothing can fo {urely and fo effeGu-
ally reftore the virtue and public fpirit,
eflential to the prefervation of liberty, and
national profperity, as the reign of fuch
a_prince.

We are willing to indulge this pleafing
expectation, and there is nothing we de-

F fire
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fire more ardently than to be able to hol
of a Britifb prince, without flattery, the
fame language that was held of a Roma

“emperor, with a great deal,

Nil orituram alias, nil ortum tale fatent

But let us not neglect, on our part, fuch
means 4s are in our power, to keep
caufe of truth, of reafon, of virtue, an

“of liberty, alive. If the bleffing be with

held from us, let us deferve at leaft thy
it thould be granted to ws. If heaven

“in ‘mercy beftows it on us, let us prepar

to receive it, to improve it, and to ¢
operate with it.

I fpeak-as if 1 could take my fhare .
thefe glorious efforts. Neither fhall T reu
my words.- Stripped of ‘the rights of a Bre
12fb {ubje®, of all except the ‘meaneftd
them, that of ‘inheriting, Tremember thi
Pama Briton flill. T apply to myfd
what I have read in SenEca; Officiaf

C1V1S aﬁzgﬁ’rzf bominis exerceat. I 'hav

renounce!
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A PATRIOT KING, 5%
tenounced the world, not in fhew, but in
reality, and more by my way of - think=
ing than by my way of living; as retired
as that may feem: But I have not re=
nounced my countty, nor my friends;
and by my friends I mean all thofe, and
thofe alone, who are fuch fo their coun-
try, by whatever name they have been;
or may be ftill diftinguithed : and tho in
that number there thould bemen, of whofe
paft ingratitude, injuftice, or malice; I
might complain on my own account with
the greateft reafon, Thefe I will never re-
nounce. In their profperity, they thall
never hear of me; in their diftrefs, al-
ways. In that. retreat, wherein the re«
maioder of my days fhall be fpent, I may
be of fome ufe to them ; fince even from
thence I may advife, exhort, and warn
them. Nec enim is folus reipub : prodeft;
qui candidatos extrabit, € tuctur reps, &
de pace bellogs cenfet; fed gui juventutem
exbartatur: qui, in tanta bonorum precep-
torum inopids viriute infiruit animos s Gui
ad pecuniam luxuriamgue curfu rszz?sj

F 2 prenfat
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'g prenfat ac retrabit, & finibilaliud, cerie
moratur 3 in privato publicum negotium
| agit,

|
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The IpEea of
A ParTrior King.

MY intention is not to introduce what I
have to fay concerning the duties of
%ngs, by any nice inquiry into the original
of their inftitution. What is to be known
of it will appear plainly enough, to fuch
as are able and can fpare time to trace it,
i the broken traditions which are come
down to us of a few nations. But thofe,
who are not able to trace it there, may
trace fomething better and more worthy
to be known, in their own thoughts: I
mean what this inftitution oughs to have
been, whenever it began, according to
the rule of reafon, founded in the com-
mon rights, and interefls, of mankind, On
this head it is quite neceflary to make fome
reflections, that will, like angular ftones
laid on a rock, fupport the little fabric,
the model however of a great building,

that I propofe to raife.
Xy Sa
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So plain a matter could never have beg
.umcd intricate and voluminous, hadi
_Dot been for lawlefs Ambition, extravagai
vanity; and the deteftable fpirit of tyrap:
ny ; abetted by the private interefts o
artfel men, by adulation and fuperdtition
two vices to which that ftaring timid creé
ture man is exceffively prone ; if authorf
had not impofed on fuch as did: not pre
tend to reafon; and if fuch as did 2
tempt to reafon had not been caughti
the common fnares of fophifm, and be
wildered in the labyrinths of difputation
In this cafe, therefore, ds in all thofed
preat concernment, the fhorteft and the
fureft method of arriving at real know:
}_fdge is to unlearn the leﬁbns we hart
been taught, to rembunt to firft principl
and "*‘fc no body’s word about zhein ; 1
it fs about f;frm; that almoft all the jug
gling and legerdemam, c—mp‘ove’d by ien
whofe trade it is to deceive, are fet to work.
Now he who does fo, in thiscafe, wil
difcaver f{oon, that the notiohs-Concerl:
Ing the (f:—"i";—.’?ff:‘ inflitution and right o
kings, as well as the abfolute power b

longing
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A PATRIOT KING. 2"
longing to their office, have no founda-
tion in fa& or reafon, but have rifen from -
an old alliance between ecclefiaftical and
eivil policy. - 'The chara@ers of king and
prieft have been fometimes blended toge-
ther ; and when they have been divided, -
as kings have found the great effc@s
wrought in government by the empire
which priefts obtain over the confeciences:
of mankind, fo priefis have been taught
by experience, that the beft method to
preferve their own rank, dignity, wealth,
and power, all raifed upon a {uppofed ds--
vine vight, is to communicate the fame.
pretenfion to kings, and by a fallacy com-
mon to both, impofe their ufurpations on
afilly world. This they have done : and
in the fate as in the church, thefe pretens
fions to a divine right huve been oenerally
carried higheft by thofe, who have had
the leaft pretenfion to the divine favour.

IT s worth while to obferve, on what
principle fome men were advanced to a
great pre:eminence over others, in the
early ages of thofe nations that are g litile

Fq known
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known to us: I fpeak not of fuch as raifed
themfelves by congueft, but of fuch as
were raifed by common confent. Now you
will find in all thefe proceedings an en-
tire uniformity of principle. The at-
thors of fuch inventions as were of ge-
neral ufe to the well-being of mankind,
were not only reverenced and obeyed du-
ring their lives, but worfhipped after thei
deaths : they became principal Gods, Dit
majorum gentzum. 'The foundersof com-
monwealths, the law-givers, and the he-
roes of particular ftates, became Gods of
a fecond clafs, Dz minorum gentium. Al
pre-eminence was given in heaven,
well as on earth, in proportion to the b
pefits that men received.  Majefly -was
the firft, and dfvsinity the fecond reward.
Both were earned by fervices done to man-
kind, whom it was eafy to lead in thofe
days of fimplicity and fuperftition, from
admiration and gratitude, to adoration and
expectation,
When advantage had been taken by
fome particular men of thefe difpofitions
in
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A PATRIOT KING. 81

in- the generality,” and religion and- go-
vernment were become two trades or
myfteries, new means of attaining to _this
pre-eminence were foon devifed, and new
and even contrary motives worked the
fame effect. Merit had given rank ; but
rank was foon kept, and, which is more
prepofterous, obtained too, without me-
rit.. Men were then made 4szgs- for rea-
fons as little relative to good government,
as the neighing of the horfe of the fonof
HysTAspEs,

But the moft prevalent, and the gene-
ral motive was proximity of blood, to the
laff, not to the bef king. Nobility in
China mount upwards, and he who has it
conferred upon him, enobles his anceffors,
not his pofferity. A wile inftitution ! and
efpecially among a people in whofe minds
a great veneration for their forefathers has
been always carefully maintained, But in
China, as well asin moft other countries,
royalty has defcended, and kingdoms have
been reckoned the patrimonies of parti-
cular families,

1 have
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I have read in one of the hiftorians of
the latter Roman empire, hiftorians, by
the way, that I will not advife others to
mifpend their time in reading, that Sa-
poRr s the famous king of Perfiz, againft
whom JuriAN made the expedition
wherein he loft his life, was crowned in
his mother’s womb.  His father left het
with child, the magi declared that the
child would be a male ; whereupon the
royal enfigns were brought forth, they
were placed on her majefty’s belly, and the
princes and the fattapes proftrate recog-
nized the embryo-monarch. . But to take
amore known example out of multitudes
that prefent themfelves, DomiTirawn the
worlt, and TrA j AN the beft of princes,
were promoted to the empire by the fame
fitle, " DoMiTiAN was the fon of Fr a-
v1us, and the brother, tho poflibly the
poifoner too, of TiTus VEsPAsiAN:
TRAJAN was the adopted fon of NEr-
vA. Hereditary right ferved the pur pofe
of ofe, as well as of the other: and if
‘TRrAJAN wastranflated to a place among
the
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the gads, this was no greater a diftinCtion
than fome of the worft of his predecei-
fors and his fucceflors obtained, for rea-
{ons generally as good as that which SE-
NECA puts into the mouth of Diesri-
TER in the apokolokyntofis of CrLAv-
bius, Cim fit ¢ republica effe aliguem qui
cum Romulo pojfit ferventia #apa vorare.
To fay the truth, it would have been a
wifer meafire to have made thefe royal
perfons gods at once : as gods they would
have done neithér good nor hurt ; but as
emperors, in their way to divinity, they
acted like deviks. .

If my readers are ready by this time'to
think me antimonarchial, and in particular
an enemy to the fucceffion of kings by he-
reditary right, I hope to be {oon reftored
to their good opinion, 1 efteem monarchy
above any other form of government, and
hereditary ‘monarchy above eleGtive. 1
reverence kings, their office, thekr rights,
their perfons; and it will never be owing
to the principles 1 am going to eflablifh,
becaufe the ‘chard@er and government of

a
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a palriof king can be_ eftablithed on no
other, if their office_and their right are
not always held divine, and their perfons
always facred.

Now we are fubje@, by the conftitu-
tion of human nature, and therefore by
the will of the Author of this and every
other nature, to two laws. One given
immediately to all men by God, the fame
to all, and obligatory alike on all, The
other given to man by man ; and there-
fore not the ‘fame to all, nor obligatory
alike onall : founded indeed on the fame
principles, but varied by different appli-
cations of them to times, to chara&ers,
and to a number which may be reckon-
ed infinite, of other circumftances. By
the firft you fee, that I mean the univer-
fal law of reafon ; and by the fecond the
particular law, or conflitution of laws, by
which every diftin& community has cho-
fen to be governed.

The obligation of fubmiffion to both,
is difcoverable by fo clear and fo fimple
an ufe of our intelle@ual faculties, that it

may
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may be faid properly enough to be 7eveal-
ed to us by God ; and tho both thefe laws
cannot be faid properly to be given by
Him, yet our obligation to {ubmit to the
civil law is a principal paragraph in the
natural law, which he has moft mani-
feftly given us. In truth we can no more
doubt of the obligations of both thefe
laws, than of the exiftence of the law-
giver, As fupreme lord over ‘all his
works,this general providence regards im-
mediately the great commonwealth of man-
kind ; but then, as fupreme Lord like-
wife, his authority gives a fané&ion to the
particular bodies of law which are made
under it. 'The law of nature is the law
of all his fubjeés: the conftitutions of
particular governments are like the 4y-
laws of cities, or the appropriated cuf-
toms of provinces. It follows, therefore,
that he who breaks the laws of bis country
refilts the ordinance of God, that is, the
law of his nature. God has inftituted
neither monarchy, nor ariftocracy, nor
democracy, nor mixed government : but

tho
2
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tho God has inflituted no particular fori
of government among men, yet by the
general laws of his kingdom, he exa&s
eur obedience to the laws of thofe com=
munitics to which each of us is attached
by bisth, or to which we may be attach-
ed by a fubfequent and lawful engage-
ment.

From “fuch plain, wunrefined, and
therefore I fuppofe true reafoning, the juft
authority of kings, and the due obedience of
Jubjeéts, may be deduced with the utmoft
certainty. - And f{urely it is far better for
kings themfelyes to have their authority
thus founded on principles inconteftible;
and on fair deductions from them, -than
i on the chimeras of madmen, or, what
bas been more common, .the {ophifms of
| knaves, - A buman right, that cannot be
iR controverted, is preferable furely to a pre-
| tended divine right, which every man
il muft believe implicitly, as few will do,
or nothelieve at all.

But the principles we have laid down
do not ftop here. A divine right in

!':..4 :;.I f T.
il : kings
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kings is to be deduced evidently from
them, . A divine right to govern wél,
and conformably to the conftitution at
the head of which they are placed, A
divine right to govern 7/, is an abfurdity :

to affert it is blafphemy. A people may

choofe, or hereditary fucceflion may railg,
a bad prince to the throne; but a good
king-alone can derive his right to govern
from God. 'The reafon is plain . gaod
oovernment alone can be in the divine
intention. God -has made us to defige
happinefs; he .has made our happinefs
dependent on fociety ; and the happinefs
of focicty ‘dependent on good or bad go-
vernment.  His intention therefore was,
that government fhould be good,

"This is eflential to his wifdom ; for wif-
dom confifts {urely.in proportioning meaps
to.ends : therefore it.cannot be {aid with-
outabfurd impiety, that he confets arright
to.oppofe his:intention.

The office of kings isthen of night
divine, and their perfons are to'be repu-
ted Jacred.  As men, they have no fuch

right,
4
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right, no fuch facrednefs belonging ‘to
them': as Zzngs they have both, unlefs
they forfeit them. Reverence for govern-
ment obliges to reverence governors,
who, for the fuke of it, are raifed above
the level of other men : but reverence
for governors, independently of govern-
ment, any further than reverence would
be due to their virtues if they were pri-
vate men, is prepofterous, and repugnant
to common fenfe. The f{pring from
which this legal reverence, for {fo I may
call 1t, arifes, Is national, not perfonal,
As well might we fay that a fhip is built,
and loaded, and manned, for the fake of
any particular pilot, inftead of acknow-
ledging that the pilot is made for the fake
of the fhip, her lading, and her crew,
who are always the owners in the poli-
tical veflel, as to fay that kingdoms were
inftituted for kings, not kings for king-
doms. In fhort, and to carry our allu-
fion higher, majefty is not an inherent,
but a reflected light.

All
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All this is as true of elefFive, as it is
of bereditary monarchs; tho the feri-
blers for tyranny, under the name of mo-
narchy, would have us believe that there
is fomething more auguft, and more fa-
cred in one than the other. They are
facred alike, and this attribute is to be
afcribed, or not afcribed to them, as they
anfwer, or do not anfwer, the Ends of
their inftitution. But there is another
comparifon to be made, in whicha great
and moft important diffimilicude will be
found between hereditary and eletive
monarchy. Nothing can be more ab-
furd, in pure fpeculation, than an heredi-
tary right in any mortal to govern other
men : and yet, in pradiice, nothing can be
more ablurd than to have a king to cheofe
at every vacancy of a throne. We draw
at a lotfery indeed in one cafe. where
there are many chances to lofe, and few
to gain.  But have we much more ad-
vantage of this kind in the other? 1
think not, Upon thefe, and upon moft
occafions, the multitude would do at

G leaft:
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leaft as well to truft to chance as choice,
and to their fortune as to their judgment.
But in another refpet the advantage is
entirely on the fide of hereditary fuccef-
fion ; for in elective monarchies, thefe
eleGtions, whether well or ill made, are
often attended with {uch national calami-
ties, that even the beft reigns cannot make
amends for them ; whereas in hereditary
monarchy, whether a good or a bad prince
fuccecds, thefe calamities are avoided,
There is one fource of evil the lefs open:
and one fource of evil the lefs in human
affuirs, where there are {fo many, is fuffi
cient to decide, 'We may lament the im-
perfe&ions of our human ftate, which is
fuch, that in cafes of the utmoft importance
to the order and good government of fo-
ciety, and by confequence to the happi-
nefs of our kind, we are reduced, by the
very conftitution of our nature, to hav
no part to take that our reafon can gf-
prove abfolutely, But tho we lament i,
we muft fubmit to it. ' We muft tell our
felves once for all, that perfes? {chemes

2 aré
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are not adapted to our imperfect ftate ;
that Stezcal morals and Platenic politics
are ‘nothing better than amufements for
thofe who have had little experience in
the affairs ‘of the world, and who have
much leifare, verbo otioforum fenum ad
zmperitos juvenes; which was the cen-
fure, and ajuftone too, that Dionvysius
paft on fome of the dofirines of the fa-
ther of the academy.- In truth, all that
human prudence can do, is to farnith ex-
pedients, and to compound as it wer
with general vice and folly ; employing
reafon to act even againft her own prin-
ciples, and teaching us, if 1 may fay fo,
tnfantre cum ratione, which appears on
many occafions not to'be the paradox it
has been thought.

To conclude this head therefore, as I
think a /rmit az’ monarchy the beft of go-
ecnments, {o I think an bereditary mion-
archy the beft of monarchies. 1 faid a
Binited monarch oy 3 for an anlimited mon-
archy, wherein arbitrary will, which isin
truth no rule, is however the fole rule,
G2 or
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or ftands inftead of all rule of govern-
ment, IS fo great an abfurdity, both i
reafon informed or uninformed by expe-
rience, -that it feems a government fitter
for favages than for civilized people.

But I think it proper to explain a little
more what I mean, when I fay a lmitel
monarchy, that I may leave nothing un.
touched which ought to be taken into
confideration by us, when we attempt to
fix our ideas of a PaTrioT King.

Among many reafons which determing
me to prefer monarchy to every form of
government, this is a principal one, When
monarchy is the effential form, it maybe
more. eafily and more ufefully femperd
with arijlocracy or democracy, or both,
than either of them, when they are the
effential forms, can be fempered with
monarchy, - It feems to me, that the intro-
duction of a real permanent monarchical
power, or any thing more than the pa-
geantry of 1t, into either of thefe, muft
deftroy them and extinguith them, asa
great light extinguithes a lefs. Where-
as it may cafily be fhewn, and the true

form
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A PATRIOT KING: 93
fo'"m of our government will demonfirate,
without :mnmg any other exat np.e, that
very confiderable ariflocratical and demo-

afical powers may be grafied on a mon-
archical ﬂack without diminithing the
lultre, or refiraini ng the power a nd au-
th.m.y of the prince, enough to alter in
any dcgree the effential form.

A great difference is made in nature,
and therefore the diftin@ion fhould be
always preferved in our notions, between
two things that weare apt to confound in
fpeculation, as they have bee confounded
in practice, legiflative and- monarchical
power. There mult be an abfolute, unli-
mited, and uncontroulable power lodged
ﬁ}ffzewﬁere In every government ; but to
conftitute monarchy, or the government
of a fingle perfon, it is not I'li.{,(.ﬂdly that
this power fhou]d be lodged in-the mon-
arch aglone, 1t is no more neceflary that
he thould exclufively ‘and in. iependently
eftablith the rule of 1115 government, than
it is, that he thould govern without an
rule at all: and this furely will be thought
reafonable by no man,

¥ 3 I would
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I would not fay God governs by a rule
that we know, or may know as well as
he, and upon our knowledge of which
he appeals to men for the juftice of his
proceedings towards them ; which a fa-
mous divine has impioufly advanced, m
a pretended demonftration of his being
and attributes. God forbid ! But this |
may fay, that God does always thatwhich
is fitteft to be done, and that this fitnefs,
whereof neither that prefumptuous dog-
matift was, nor any created being is,
competent judge, refults from the various
natures, and more various relations of
things ; fo that, as creator of all {yftems
by which thefe natures and relations are
conftituted, he prefcribed to himfelf the
rule, which he follows as governor of
every {yftem of being. In thort, with re-
verence be it fpoken, God is a monarch,
yct not an arbitrary but a limited mon-
arch, limited by the ru/e which znfinite
wifdom prefcribes to zufinite power. 1 know
well enough the impropriety of thefeex-
preflions ; but when our ideas are inade- |

quate,
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quate, our expreflions muft needs be im-
proper. - Such conceptions however as
we are able to form of thefe attributes,
and of the exercife of them in the go-
vernment of the univerfe, may ferve to
fhew what I have produced them to
fhew. If governing without any rule,
and by arbitrary will, be not eflential to
our idea of the monarchy of the Supreme
Being, it is plainly ridiculous to fuppofe
them neceffarily included in the idea of a
buman monarchy : and tho God in his e-
ternal ideas, for we are able to conceive
no other manner of knowing, has pre-
fcribed to himfelf that rule by which he
governs the univerfe he created; it will
be juft as ridiculous to afficm, that the idea
of human monarchy cannot be preferved,
if kings are obliged to govern according
to a rule eftablithed by the wifdom of a
ftate, that was a ftate before they were
kings, and by the confent of a people that
they did not moft certainly create ; efpe-
cially when the whole executive power is
cxclufively in their hands, and the legifla-

G 4 tive
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e power cannot be exercifed without
their concurrence.

There are lrmitations indeed that would
deftroy the ¢ffencial form of monarchy:
or, in other words, a monarchical confti
tution may be changed, under pretence of
limiting the monarch. This happened
among us in the laft century, when the
vilelt nfurpation, and the moft infamous
tyranny, were eftablithed over our nation,
by fome of the worft and fome of the
meaneft men in it. -~ T will not fa vy, that
the fﬂe;zfmz’; ¢rm of monarchy fhould be
preierved, tho the prefervation of it were
t6 caufe the lofs of liberty, Salus reip,
Juprema lex ¢ffo, is a fundamental law:
and fure I am, the Jafety of a common=
wealth is ill provided for, if the libersy be
given up. But this I prefume to fay, and
can demonfirate, that a#/ the limitations
neceflary to preferve "Jcrty, as Jong agthe

l—an\‘:

Jpirir of it {ubfifts, ane 1 longer thm that,

no limitations of monas Lh", nor any other

form of gow

overnment, can preferve it are
comparitle with m *r‘arn.hy I thmk on

thele
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thefe fubjelts, neither as the Tories, nor as
the #higs have thought : at leaft I en-
deavour to avoid the exceffes of both. I
neither drefs up kings like fo many bur-
lefgue Fupiters, weighing the fortunes of
mankind in the fcales of fate, and darting
thunderbolts at the heads of rebellious gi-
ants: nor do I ftrip them maked, as it
were, and leave them at moft a few fa7-
tered rags to clothe their majefly, but fuch
as can {erve really as little for ufe as for
ornament. My aim s to fix this prin-
ciple, that limitations on a crown ought
to be carried as fur as it is neceflary to fe-
cure the liberties of a people; - and that
all fuch limitations may {ubfift, without
weakening or endangering monarchy.

1 {hall be told perhaps, for T have heard
it faid by many, that this ‘point is ima-
ginary, and that limitations fufficient to
procire good government, and to fecure
liberty: under a bad prince, cannot be
made, - unlefs they are fuch as will de-
prive the {ubjes of many benefits in the
reign of a good prince, clog his admini-

4 {tra-
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ftration, maintain an unjuft jealoufy be-
tween him and his people, and occafion
a defe& of power, neceflary to preferve
the public tranquillity, and to promote the
national profperity. If this was true, here
would be a2 much more melaacholy in-
ftance of the imperfections of our nature,
and of the inefficacy of our reafon to {up-
ply . this imperfe@ion, than the former,
In the former, reafon prompted by ex-
perience avoids a certain evil effectually,
and is able to provide, in fome meafure,
againit the contingent evils that may arife
from the expedient itfelf, ~ But in the
latter, if what is there advanced was true,
thefe provifions againft contingent evils..
would, in fome cafes, be the occafions
of much certain evil, and of pofitive
good in none : undera good prince they
would render the adminiftration defective;
and under a bad one there would be no
government at all, But the truth is wide-
ly different from this reprefentation. The
limitations neceflary to preferve liberty
under monarchy will reftrain effeGually

a
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a bad prince, without being ever felt ag
ﬂuzc;i!es by a good one. Our conftitution
is brought, or almoft brought, to fuch a
point, a point of pmfcf’tlon I think it,
that no #%ing who is not, in the true
meaning of the word, a patriof, can go-
vern Britain with eafe, fecurity, bonour,
dignity, or indeed with fujficzent power
and firength. But yet a king, whoisa
patriot, may govern with a// the former ;
and befides them, with power as extend-
ed as the moft abfolute monarch can
boaft, and a power too far more agree-
able in the enjoyment as well as more
effectual in the operation.

'T'o attain thefe great and noble ends,
the patriotifm muft be res/, and not in
fhew alone. It is fomething to defire to
appear a patriot : and the defire of having
fame is a ftep towards deferving it, be-
caufe it is a motive the more to deferve
it. . If it be true, as T aciTus fays, Con-
temptu fame contemni virfutem, that a
contempt of a good name, or an indiffe-
rence about it, begets or accompanies al-

ways
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ways a contempt of virtue, the contrary

- will be true; and they are certainly both

true. But this motive alone is not fuffi.
cient. ‘To conftitute a patriot, whether
king or fubject, there muft be fomething
more fubftantial than a defire of fame, in
the compofition : “and if there be not,
this defire of fame will never rife above
that fentiment which may be compared
to the coquetry of women ; a fondnefs of
tranfient applaufe, which is courted by
vanity, given by fattery, and {pends it-
felf in fhew, like the qualities which ac-
quire it, Patriorifin muft be founded in
great principlesy and fupported by great
virtues. The chief of thefe principles I
have endeavoured to trace; and I will
not feruple to affert, that a man can be
good king upon no other. He may, with-
out them and by complexion, be unam-
bitious, generous, good-natured ; but with-
out them the exercife even of thefe vir-
tues will be often il direlfed : and with
principles of another fort, he will be
drawn eafily, notwithftanding thefe vir-

tues,
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tues, from all the purpofes of his infti-
tution,

I mention thefe oppofite principles the
rather, becaufe, inftead of wondering
that fo many kings, unfit and unworthy
to be trufted with the government of
mankind, appear in the world, I have
been tempted to wonder that there are
any tolerable : when I have confidered the
flattery that environs them moft com-
monly from the cradle, and the tenden-
cy of all thofe falfe notions that are in-
ftilled into them by precept, and by ex-
ample, by the habits of courts, and by
the interefted felfith views of courtiers.
They are bred to eftecem themfelves of a
diftinc? and fuperior fpecies among men,
as men are among animals.

Lzwis the fourteenth was 2 ftrong
inftance of the effe@® of this education,
which trains up kings to be tyrants, with-
out knowing that they are {o. That op-
preflion under which he kept his people,
during the whole courfe of a long reign,
might proceed, in fome degree, from the

natural
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natural haughtinefs of his temper ; butit
proceeded in a greater degree, from the
principles and habits of his education. By
this he had been brought to look on his
kingdom as a patrimony that defcended
to him from his anceftors, and that was
to be confidered in no other light:
that when a very confiderable man, had
difcourfed to him at laige of the mifer-
able condition to which his people was
reduced, and had frequently ufed this
word, Petat ; tho the king approved the
{ubftance of all he had faid, yet he was
fhocked at the frequent repetition of this
word, and complained of it as of a kind
of indecency to himfelf, This will not
appear fo ftrange to our fecond, as it may
very juftly to our firft reflexions; for
what wonder is it, that princes are eafily
betrayed into an error that takes its rife
in the general imperfection of our nature,
in our pride, our vanity, and our pre-
fumption ? the baftard children, but the
children &ill, of {elf-love ; a fpurious

brood, but often a favourite brood, that
gOVELns
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governs the whole family, As men are
apt to make themfclves the meafure of
all being, fo they make themfelves the
final caufe of all creation. Thus the re-
puted orthodox philofophers in ‘all ages
have taught that the world was made for
man, the earth for him to inhabit, and all
the lominous bodies in the immenfc ex-
panfe around us, for him to gaze at.
Kings do no more, no not fo much, when
they imagine themfelves the final caufe
for which focieties were formed, and go-
vernments inftituted.

‘This capital error, in which almok
every prince is confirmed by his educa-
7ion, 'has {o great extent and fo general
influence, that a right to do every iniqui-
tous thing in government may be derived
fromit. Butasif this was not enough,
the chara&ers of princesare fpoiled many
more ways by their education. 1 fhall
not defcend into a detail of fuch particu-
lars, nor prefume fo much as to hint
what regulations might be made about
the education of princes, nor what part

our
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out  parhaments might take occafionally
in. this momentous affair, left I (hould
appear too refining or too prefumptuoy
In my {peculations,  But I may aflect in
oeneral, that the indifference of mankind
upon this head, efpecially in a govemn
ment conftituted like ours, is monitrous,
I may alfo take notice of another caufe
of the miftakes of princes, I mean the
general condudt of thofe who are brougl
near to their perfons,  Such men, let me
fay, have a particular duty arifing from
this very fituation; a duty common b
them all, becaufe it arifes not from thei
ftations which are different, but from
their fituation, which is the fame. To
enumerate the various applications of ths
duty would be toco minute and tedious;
but this may fuffice; that all fuch men
fhould bear conftantly in mind, that the
mafter they ferve is to be the king of their
country ; that their attachment to him,
therefore, is not to be like that of other
fervants to other maflers, for bis fake a-
lone, or for bis fake and their own, but
ter the fake of #berr country likewife.
CRA-



1ally
suld
1008
th
<ind
-
18,

il
the

this
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CRATERUS loves the king, but He-
PHESTION /Joves ALEXANDER, was 4
faying of the latter that has been often
quoted, but not cenfured as it ought to
be. ALExANDER gave the preference
to the attachment of HepursTION;
but this preference was due undoubtedly
to that of CraTERUs. Attachment to
a private perfon muft comprehend a great
concern for his character and his inter=
elts: but attachment to one who 1s, or
may be a king, much more ; becaufe
the chara&er of the latter is more Impor=
tant to him{cIf and others; and becaufe
his interefts are vally more complicate
with thofe of his country, and in fome
fort with thofe of mankind. Arsxan-
DER himfelf feemed, upon one occafion,
to make the d:ftin&ion that thould be al-
ways made between our attachments to
3 prince, and to any private perfon, It
was when ParmEenrio advifed him to
accept the terms of peace which Dar1us
offered : they were great, he thcught
them o ; but he thought, no matter for

H my
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my purpofe whether juitly or not, that it
wonld be unhecommg him to accept
them ; therefore he rejeCted them, but
acknowledged, that ‘“he would have done
¢¢ g5 he was advifed to do, if he had been
“ PArRMENIO.”

As to perfons who are not- about g
prince in the fitoation here {poken of]
they can do little more than proportion
their applaufe, and the demonftrations cf
their ccn,i:d nce and affe&tion, to the be-
nefits they a&unally receive from the prince
on the throne, or to the juft expectations
that a fucceffor gives them. It is of the
latter I propo" to {peak here p; ticular-
ly. - If he gives them th
reign, We may aflure ourfelves t 1wr mcy
le carry, and in this cafe they o ought to
carry, that applaufe, and thofe demon-
firations of their confidence and affection,
as high as fuch a prince himfelf can defire,
Thus the prim“e and the people take , in
effe@ a fort of engagement with one an-

t+

others; sthe prince to govern well, and
d

o]

the people to honour and obey him, If

A
1w
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he gives them expeQations of a bad reign,
they have this obligation to him at leaft,
that he puts them early on their guard.
And an obligation, ‘and an advantage it
will be, if they prepare for his acceffion
as for a great and inevitable evil; and 1
they guard on every occafion againft the
il ufe they forefee thathe wil lrn ke of :
money and poiver. Above all, they fhould
not fuffer themfelves to-be ‘caught in the
common {nare, which is laid under fpe-

cgouni) -etences of ¢¢ {u

0 ¢ ning 1u
i

:h
1

h 2 prinee,
« and of h%*p;?ﬂ his im by ‘?ubliL compli-
« anicesout of bad bands.”> That argu-
ment has been prefled more than once,
has prevailed, and has been fruitful of moft
pernicious confequences. None indeed
can be more abfurd : it is not unlike the
reafoning of thofe favages who worfhip
the devil, not becaule they love him or
honour him, orexpect any good from him,
but that he may do them no hart. ’\J.*,a
it is more abfurd ; for the favages {[lﬁﬂ(":.”
that the devil has zudependen {} 9}‘ them the

power to hurt them : whereas the others
H 2 put
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putmore powerinto the hands of a prince,
becaufe he has already fome power to hurt
them ; and truft to the juftice and grati-
tude of one who wants {enfe, virtue, or
Loth, rather than increafe and fortify the
barriers againft his folly and his vices.
But the truth is, that men who reafon
and a& in this manner either mean, or
elfe are led by fuch as mean, nothing more
than to make a private court at the public
expence 3 who chufe to be the inftruments
of a-bad king rather than to be out of
power ; and who are often fo wicked,
that they would prefer fuch a fervice to
that of the beft of kings. In fine, thefe
reafons, and every other reafon for pro-
viding againft a bad reign in profpect, ac-
quire a new force when one weak or
wicked prince is, in the order of fucceffion,
to follow another of the fame characler,
Such provifions indeed are bardeft to be
obtained when they are the moff nece/-
fary ; that is, when the fpirit of liberty
begins to flag in a free people, and when
they become difpofed by habits that have

grown infenfibly upon them, to 2 bafe
{ub-
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A PATRIOT KING. 109
fubmiffion. But they are neceflary too
even when they are eafie/? to be obtained ;
that is, when the fpirit of liberty is in full
ftrength, and a difpofition to oppofe all
inftances of male-adminiftration, and to
refift all attempts on liberty, is univerfal.
In both cafes, the endeavours of every
man who loves his country will be em-
ployed with inceflant care and conftancy
to obtain them ; that good government
and liberty may be the better preferved
and fecured : but in the latter cafe, for
this further reafon alfo, that the prefer-
vation and fecurity of thefe may be pro-
vided for, not only better, but more con-
ftently with public tranguility, by confti-
tutional methods, and a Jegal courfe of
oppofition to the exceflcs of repal or mi-
nifterial power. What I touch upon here
might be made extremely plain ; and T
think the obfervation would appear to be
of no fm:ll importance : but I thould be
carried too far from my f{ubject, and my
fubject will afford ‘me matter of more
ag:ecable fpeculation.

.3 It
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It is true, thata prince who gives juft
eafons to L\wc} that his reign will be
that of 2 PaTr10T KING, may not al-
ways meet, and from all petfons, {fuch
returns as fuch expectations deferve: but
they muft not hinder_either the prince
from continuing to give them, or the
people from continuing to acknowledge
them. United, none can hurt them:
and if no artifice Interrupts, no power
can defeat the effects of their perfever-
ance. It will blaft many a wicked pro-
je&, keep virtue in countenance, and vice
to fome degree at leaft in awe. Nay, if
g thould fail to have thefe cﬁ'ﬁcﬁs, if we
fhould even fuppofe a good prince to {uf-
fer with the people, and in fome meafure
for them, yet many advantages would
accrue to him: for inftance, the caufe
of the people he is to govern, and his
own caufe, would be made the fame by
their common enemies. He would feel
grievances himf{elf as a {ubje@, before he
ﬂa.l the. power of impofing them as 2

kino, He would be formed in that fchool

ouf
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out of which the greateft and the beft of
monarchs have come, the {chool of afflic-
tion : and all the vices, which had pre-
vailed before his reign, would ferve as
fo many foils to the glories of it, But
I haften to {peak of the greateft of all
thefe advantages, and of that which a
Parrrior Kinc will efteem to be fuch;
whofe ways of thinking and acting to fo
glorious a purpofe as the re-eftablithment
of a free conftitution, when it has been
fthook by the iniquity of former admini-
ftrations, Ithall endeavour to explain.

What I have here faid will pafs among
fome for the reveries of a diftempered
brain, at beft for the vain fpeculations of
an idle man who has loft fight of the
world, or who had never fagacity enough
to difcern in government the pratticable

-from the impracticable. Will it not be

faid, that this is advifing a king to rouze
a {pirit which may tarn againft himfelf ;
to reject the fole expedient of governing a
limited monarchy with fuccefs, to labour
to confine, inflead of labouring to extend

2 § i
H 4 his
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his power; to patch up an old conft.
tation, which his people are difpofed
to lay afide, inftead of ferming a new
one more agreeable to them, and more
advantageous to him ; to refufe, in fhort,
to be analfolute monarch, when every cir
cumftance invites him to it ? All thefe
particulars, in every one of which the
queftion is begged, will be thus reprefent-
ed, and will be then ridiculed as para-
doxes fit to be ranked among the mirabi-
lia & incpinata of the ftoics, and fuch as
no man in his fenfes can maintain in ear-
neft. Thefe judgments and thefe reafon-
ings may be expected in an age as futile
and as corrupt as ours: inan age where-
in {o many betray the caufe of liberty,
and:a& not only without regard, but in
direct oppofition to the moft important
interefls of their country ; not only og-
cafionally, by furprize, by weaknefs, by
ftrong temptation, or fly fedu&ion, but
conftantly, fteadily, by deliberate choice,
and in purfuance of principles they avow
and propagate ; in an age when fo many

others

(]



A PATRIOT KING., 113
others thrink from the fervice of their
country, or promote it cooly and uncer-
tainly, in {fubordination to their own in-
tereft and humour, or to thofe of a party:
inan age, whentoaffert the truth is cal-
led fpreading of delufion, and to affert
the caufe of liberty and good govern-
ment, is termed fowing of fedition. But
I have declared already my unconcerned-
nefs at the cenfure or ridicule of fuch
men as thefe; for whofe fuppofed abilities
I have much well-grounded contempt,
and againft whofe rea/ smmorality 1 have
as juft indignation.

Let us come therefore to the bar of
reafon and experience, where we fhall
find thefe paradoxes admitted as plain
and almoft felf-evident propofitions, and
thefe reveries and vain fpeculations as
important truths, confirmed by expe-
rience in all ages and all countries,

MaAcHIAVEL is an author who fhould

have great authority with the perfons like-
ly to oppofe me. He propofes to princes
the amplification of their power, the ex-

tent
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tent of their dominion, and the fubjec.
tion of their people, as the fole objeds
of their policy, He devifes and recom-
mends all means that tend to thefe purs

T T A
4 A He
i

p-.:a_:"-::-sj without the confideration of any

uty owing to God or man, or any re-
gard to the morality or immorality of ac-
tions. Yet even he declares the affed
tion of virtue to be ufeful to princes: he
is fo far on my fide in the prefent quef-
tion. The only difference between usis
I would have the virtue real : he require
no more than the appearance of it.

ED the tenth chapter of the firft book

Mo
g

of Difcourfes, he appears convinced, fuch
s the force of truth, but how conﬁﬁant—
ly with himfelf let others determine, that
the fupreme glory of a prince accrues t

[

him who eftablifhes good government and
a free conflitution; and-that a prince, am-
bitious of fame, muft with to come info
pofleffion of a difordered and corrupted
ftate, not to finith the wicked work that
others have begun, and to compleat the
ruin, but to me the progrefs of the firfs

?5,1[}
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A PATRIOT KING. 113
and to prevent the laft. He thinks this not
only the true way to fame, but to fecurity
and quiet ;5 as the contrary leads, for here
isno third way, and a prince mutft make
his option between thefe two, not only to
infamy, but to danger and to perpetual
difquictude, ~He reprefents thofe who
might eftablifh a commonwealth or a le-
gal monarchy, and who chufe to improve
the opportunity of cftablithing tyranny,
that is, monarchy without any rule of

' Jaw,”as men who are deceived by falfe no-

tions of good, and falfe appearances of
olory, and who are in effc&t blind to their
true intereft in every refpe& : Ne /i auve-
gong per queflo partito quanta fama, quan-
ta gloria, quanto bonore, ficurta, quiete,
con fatisfatione danimo € fuggono, & in
quanta infamia, vituperio, biafimo, perico-
Io & inquietudine incorrono. He touches
another advantage which patriot princes
reap: and in that he contradicls flady
the main point on which his half-taught
{cholars infift. He denies, that fuch
princes dminifb their power by circum-

[feribing
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Sfertbing it ; and affirme, with truth onj
fide, that TimoLEON, and others of
fame character whom he had cited, p
fefled as great authority in their country,
with every other advantage befides, 4
Dioxysius or PHALARTs had acquired
with the lofs of all thofs advantag
Thus far MACHIAVEL reafons juftl,
but he takes in only a parz of his fubjef,
and confines himfelf to thofe motivesth
fhould determine a wife prince to main
tain liberty, becaufle it is his 7nzerefl to
fo. * He rifes no higher than the confide:
ration of mere intereft, of fame, of f
curity, of quiet, and of power, all pe
fonal to the prince : and by fuch motiw
alone even his favourite Borgra miglt
have been determined to affe@ the virtue
of a patriot prince : more than whichths
great doctor in political knowledge would
not have required of him. But he is fa
from going up to that motive which
fhould above all determine a good princt
to hold this condué, becaufe it is his duff

Zodo fo; aduty that he owes to God by
one
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one law, and to his people by another.
Now it is with this thatI (hall begin what
Iintend to offer concerning the fyftem of
principles and condu& by which a pa-
triot king will govern himfelf and his peo-
ple. I thall not only begin higher, but
defcend into more detail, and keep fiill
in my eye the application of the whole
to the conftitution of Greaf Brifain, even
to the prefent ftate of our nation, and
temper of our people.

I think enough has been already faid,
to eftablith the fir/? and true principles of
monarchical and indecd of every other kind
of government : and I will fay with con-
fidence, that no principles but thefe, and
fuch as thefe, can be advanced, which
deferve to be treated ferioufly, tho Mr.
Lock condefcended to examine thofe of
FiLmEeR, more out of regard to the pre-
judices of the time, than to the import-
ance of the work. Upon fuch founda-
tions we muft conclude, that fince men
were dire¢ted by nature to form foczetzes,
becaufe they cannot by their nature fub-

fift
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fift without them, nor in a ftate of -
viduality ; and {ince they were direfted

in like manner to eftablith governments,
1

becaufe {ocieiies cannot be maintained
without them, nor fubfift in a fiate of 4

narchy; the ultimate end of all covems
&

mentsis the good of the people; for whif
Jake t‘;ey were made, and wri/
confent they could not have becn made
In forming focieties, and fubmitting to

government, men give up part of that
ltberty to which they are all born, andall

| alike. Butwhy? Is government incom:
pﬂ.tibie with a full eni joyment of r!érffrj

| By no means. But becaute popular I
i berty without government V"Il degene-
il rate into licence, as government withott
i fufficient liberty will degenerate into -
ranny, they are mutually neceflury to each
: other, good government to fui?DOl‘t legi!
i o I‘iberty, and legal liberty to preferve Ur)f‘d
i government.
it I fpeak not here of pm?ie, if any fuch
HL there are, who have been'favage or ftu
! pid enough to fubmit to tyranny by ot
Sl ginal contra@ ; nor of thofe npations of

e 88|

u'AA»\.
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whom tyranny has flolen as it were im-
perceptibly, or been impofed by viclence,
and fettled by prefcription, I {hall exer-
cife no political cafuiftry about the rights
of fuch kings, and the obligationsof fuch
people.  Men are to take their lots; per-
haps, in governments as in climates, to
ﬁ:ncc againft the inconveniencies of both,
to Hear what they cannot alter. Bat I
fp\_ﬁ.K of [“..uﬂ le who have been wife and
happy enough to eftablith, and to p":fzrv‘a
free conflizutions of government, as the
people of zhis ifland have done. To thefe
therefore I fay, that their kings are un-
der themoft facred obligations that buman
Jew can create, and divine law authorizﬁq
to defend and maintain, in the firft p‘-acp
and preferably to every other confidera-
tion, th{’f}"e»‘aahz of fuch conftitutions,
T he good of the people is the ultimate
and true end of government. Gover-
nours are therefore appointed for #4ss end,
and the civil conftitution which appoints
them, and invefts them with their power,
15 detummed to do fo by that kw of na-
ture and reafon, which has determined the

end
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end’ of government, and which admit
this form of government as the prope
mean of arriving at it.. Now the greatef
good of a people is their liberty : andip
the cafe here referred to, the people has
judged it fo, and provided for it accord-
ingly. Liberty is to the collective body,
what bealth is to every individual body,
Without bealth po pleafure can be tafted
by man : without /iberty no happinel
can be enjoyed by fociery. The oblig
tion, therefore, to defend and maintain
the freedom of {fuch conftitutions, wil
appear moft facred to a patriot king,
Kings who have weak underftandings,
bad hearts, and ttrong preudices, and all
thefe, as it often bappens, inflamed by
their paffions, and rendered incurable by
their felf=conceit and prefumption ; fuch
kings are apt to imagine, and they con-
duo¢t themfelves fo as to make many o
their fubjects imagine, that the king and
the people in free governments are r#vd
prwers, who ftand in competition with ont
ancther, who have different interefls, and

muft of courfe have different wiews : thit
the
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the r2ghts and p"z"”fgc"s of the 1“~ef3pTP
are {o many ;")az,s taken from the right
and prerogative of the crown ; and that
the rules and laws, made for the exercife
and fecurity of the ﬂ)i'l"‘:“'“l‘ are {o many
diminutions of their dignity, and refiraints
on their power.

A patriot king will fee all this in a far
d fferent and much’ troer light. The
conftitution will be LOD:luL;Ld by him as
ane law, confilling of fwo fables, con-
taining the ru‘c* of his government, and
the mealure of his ﬂ..bJLx_'E:: obedience ;
or as one [yffem; compofed of :!-J/&-ert

parts and powers , but all duly propor-
£ o 4

tioned to one another, and confpiring bjf
their harmony. to the perfe@ion of the

1 &

Whr,-ie. He -.ull make one, and buf one
e n e we i f % Y T I "‘1--] 1 f
{11 IL” 44 LI ._ﬁﬂ A]S l‘;_‘}{ht:, allid ti..o;l'_a

of his ﬂ-EC‘JE le : he will look on histobe
a z‘rz;:/?, and theirsa property. He will dif-
cern, that be can have aright to no more
than is tru ’Leu‘l to him by the conftitution

nd that his pe [.) le, who had an 0*39}{1

7
4

i
r}ght to ‘." whole by the lav 'of nate

¢
[
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part ; and really have fuch a right to #ha#
fart which they have referved to them-
felves. In fine, the conflitution will be
reverenced by him as the Juw of God and
of man ; the force of which binds the
King as much as the meane(t fubject, and
the reafon of which binds him much more.
Thus he will think, and on thefe prir-
ciples he will a&t, whether he come to the
throne by immediate or remote election,

I fay remote ; for in hereditary monar-

chics, where men are not elected, fanilies
are: and therefore fome authors would
have it believed, that when a family bas
been once admitted, and an hereditary
right to the crown recognized in it, that
right cannot be forfeited, nor that throne
become vacant, as long as any heir of the
family remains. How much more agree-
ably to truth and to commen fenfe would
thefe authors have written, if they had

malintained,

that every prince who comes
to a2 crown in the courfe of fucceflion,
were he the /off of five hundred, comes
to 1t under the fame conditions under

which the firff took it, whether exprefled
or
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or implyed ; as well as under thofe, if any
fuch there be, which have been fince made
by legal authority: and that royal blood
can give no right, nor length of fuccef-
fion any prefcription, againft the confti-
tution of a government? The fr/ and
the /a/? hold by the fame tenure

I mention this the rather, becaufe I
have an imperfe@ remembrance, that
fome feribler was employed, or employed
himfelf, to aflert the bereditary right of
the prefent royal family, ~ A tafk {0 un-
neceflary to any good pmpuie that I be-
lieve a fufpicion arcfe of its hav: ng been
defigned for a bad one.” A’ patriot king
w;li never countenance fuch impertinen t
fallacies, nor deign to lean on broken
reeds. He knows that his right is found-
ed on the lews of God and man, that none
can fhake it but himfelf, and that his own
virtue is fofficient to m,umam it againft
all oppofition.

I have dwelt the longer on the fi/? and

general principles of monarchical govern-

menft, and have recurred the !.ftum-r to
them ; becaufe it feems to me that they
are
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are the feeds of patriotifm, which muft
be fowed as foon as poflible in the mind
of a prince, left their growth fhould be
checked by rank luxuriant weeds, which
are apt to abound in fuch foils, and under
which no crop of kingly virtues can ever
flourith. A prince, who does not know
the #rue principles, cannot propofe to him-
{clf the true ends of government : and he;
who does not propofe them, will .never
dire& hisconduét fteadily to them. There
is not a deeper, nor a finer obfervation in
all my Lord Bacon’s works, than one
hich I fhall apply and paraphrafe on
his occafion. The moft compendious,
the moft noble, and the moft effectual
remedy which can be oppofed to the un-
certain and irregular motions of the hu-
man mind, agitated by various paffions,
allured by various temptations, inclining
fometimes towards a ftate of moral per-
feGion, and oftener even in the beft to-
wardsa ftate of moral depravation, is this,
We muft chule betimes fuch virtuous ob-
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je&ts as are proportioned to the means we
have of puifuing them, and as belong
P;ll’ti-
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‘particularly to the fations weare in, and

to the duties of thofe ftations. We mutt
determine and fix our minds in {fuch man-
ner upon them, that the purfuit of them

‘may become the bufinefs, and the attain-
ment of them the end of our whole lives.

Thus we {hall imitate the great opera-
tions of nature, and not the fecble, flow,
and imperfect operations of art. We
muft not proceed, in forming the mor:l
charaer, as a ftatuary proceeds in form-
ing a ftatue, who works fometimes cn the
face, fometimes on one part, and fome-
times on another : but we muft proceed,
and it is in our power to proceed, as na-
ture does in forming a flower, an animal,
or any other of her produttions; rudi-
menta partinm omnium finiil parit & pro-
ducit. *° She throws out altogether, and

“« gt once, the whole {yftem of every be-

“ ing, and the rudimentsof all the parts.”
The vegetable or the animal grows in
‘buik, and increafes in {trength; butis the
fame from the firfl.  Juft {0 our patriot
king muft be a patriot from the firft. He
mufl be fuch in refoluiion, before be
13 OrOwWS
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grows fuch in praice, He muft fix at
once the ga’ﬂcm! principles and ends of all
his adtions, and determine that his whole
conduct fhall be regulated by them, and
directed to them. - When he has dope
this, he will have turned, by one great
effort, the bént of his mind fo ftrongly
towards the perfection of a kingly cha-
racter, that he will exercife with eafe,
and as it were by a natural determina-
tion, all the virtues of it; which will be
fucr'refted to him on every occafion by the
principles wherewith his mind is imbued,
and by thofe ends that are the conftant
objects of his attention,

Let us then fee in what manner, and
with what effe¢t he will do this, upon

the greateft occafion he can have of cx-
ercifing thefe virtues, the maintenance of
liberty, and the re-effablifbment of a free
eonflitution,

The freedom of a conflitution refts on
fwo points. The orders of it are one :
fo Macuiaver calls them, and I know
not how to call them more fignificantly,
He means not only the farms and cuf-

toms,
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toms, but the different clafles :1:1:11 affem-
blies of men, with different powers and
privileges attributed to them, which are
eftablithed in the ftate. The fpirit and
charalter of the fwe-:fﬁ-"e are the other. On
the mutual conformity and harmony of
thefe the prefervation of liberty dcpmwds
To take away, or effentially to alter the
former, cannot be brought to pafs, whilft
the latter remains In ormnﬂ pur-*v and
vigour : nor can liberty be deftroyed by
this methed, unlels the attempt be made
with a military force fufficient to conquer
the nation, which would not {ubmit in

“this cafe till it was conquered, nor with

nuch ftcurity to thGCO']qL.el-:}I' even then,
But h {e orders of the ftate mav be ef-
{fentially altered, and ferve more Lfrc:,Lu-

ally to the deftru@ion of liberty than the
taking of them away would ferve, if the

ﬁ)irif and charailer of the psople are
loft,
Now this method of defiroying li-

. . A5 i M e -
berty .1s the moft dangerous on ma-
i et L e o 1
ny accounts, particularly on this; thag
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cven tac rcign of the weakelt prince,
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and the policy of the weakeft miniftry,
may effet the deftruction, when circum-
{tances are favourable to this method. If

2 pee; ple 1s growing corrupt, thereis no
n&,d of capacity to contrive, nor of in-

nuation to gain, nor of plaufibility to
feuuce, nor of eloquence to perfuade,
nor of authority to impefe, nor of cou-
rage fo attempt. ‘The moft incapable,
aukward, ungracious, fhocking, profli-
gate, and timerous wretches, invefted
with power, and malters of the purf,
will be fufiicient for the work, when the
people are complices init.  Luxury isra-
pacious; let them feed it; the more itis
fed, the more profule it will grow. Want
Is the confequence of profufion, venality
of want, and dependance of venality. By
this progreffion, the firft men of a nation
will become the penfioners of the leaft ;
and he who has talents, the moft implicit
tool to him who has none. The dif
temper will foon de.ﬂ:end, not indeed to
"‘-""ke a depofite dclow, and to remain

EIC but to perv: ade t‘I ’uZJO[L’ é*"(lf

It may feu'q a fingular, but it 15 per=

2
1aps @ true propofition, that fuch a king
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and fuch a miniftry are more likely to fe-
ginand to purfue with fuccefs, this method
of defiroying a free conftitution of go-
vernment, than a king and a miniftry
that were held in great efleem would be.
This very efteemz might put many on their
guard again{t the latter ; but the former
may draw f{rom contempt the advantage
of not being feared : and an advantage this
isinthe beginning of corruption. Men are
willing to excufe, not only to others, but

to themfelves, the firft fteps they take in
¥ice, and efpecially in vice that affe&s the

public, and whereof the public has a
right to.complain, Thofe therefore who
might withftand corruption in one cafe,

from a perfuafion that the confequence

was too certain to leave them any exgule,
may yield to it when they can flatter
themielves,and endeavour to flatter others,
that liberty cannot be deftroyed, nor the
conflitution be demolithed by fuch bands
as hold the {cepter, and guide the reins
of the adminiftration. Butalas! the flat-
tery is grofs, and the excufe without co-
lour, Thefe men may ruin their country,

but
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but they cannot impofe on any, unlefsit
be on themfelves. Nor will even this im-
pofition on themfelves be long neceflary.
Their confciences will be {oon feared, by
babit and by example : and they, who
wanted an excufe to begin, will want none
to continue and to co;;zj;fa;-'m‘ the tragcdy of
their country. Old men will outlive the
{hame of lofing liberty, and young men
will arife who know not that 1t ever ex-
ifted. A {pirit of flavery will oppofe and
opprefs the fpirit of liberty, and feemat
leaft to be the genius of the nation. Such
too it will become in time, when corrup-
tion hasonce grown to this height, unlefs
the progrefs of it can be interrupted.
How ineftimable a bleffing therefore
muft the fucceffion of a patriot king be
efteemed in {uch circumftances as thele,
which would be a blefling, and a great
one too, inany other ? He, and he alone,
can fave a country whofe ruin is fo fir
advanced. The utmoft that private men
can do, who remain untainted by the ge-
neral contagion, is to keep the fpirit of li-
berty alive in a few breafts; to proteft
againft
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againft what they cannot hinder, and fo
claim on every occafion what they cannosz
by their own ftrength recover.,

Macn1aves has treated, in the dif-
courfes before cited, this queftion, ¢ whe-
‘ ther, when ths pesple are grown cor-
¢ rupt, a free government can be main-
“ tained, if they enjoy it; or eftablifhed,
“ if they enjoy it not 2’ And upon the
whole matter he concludes for the diffi-
culty, or rather the impoffibility, of fuc-
ceeding in either cafe. It will be worth
while to obferve his way of reafoning, He
aflerts very truly, and proves by the ex-
ample of the Roman commonwealth, that
thofe orders which are proper to maintain
liberty, whillt a people remain uncor-
rupt, become improper and hurtful to
liberty whena people is grown corrupt.
To remedy this abufe, new laws alone
will not be fufficient. Thefe orders there.
fore muft be changed, according to him,
and the conftitution muft be adapted to
the depraved manners of the people. He
fhews, that fuch a change in the orders,
and conflituent parts of the government,

15
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is impralticable, whether the attempt e |
made by gentle and flow, or by violent |
and precipitate meafures : and from thence
he concludss, that a free commonwealth |
can neither be maintained by a carmﬂf
pecple, vor be effablifbed among them., But
he adds, that ¢ if this can poffibly be done,
¢ it muft be done by drawing the confti-
¢ totion to the monarchical ;‘orm of go-
verinment,” accioche gue& buoini-1 |
quali dalle legoi non prjmo effere correth, |
Julffero da una podefis, in qualche modo, fre. |
nati, * Thata corrupt people, whom low |
_cannot corre&, may be 1t:fha1ned and |
‘ corielted by a ki {1 power.” Here i |
the hin 'Dh on which the whole turns, |
Another advantage that a free monar-
¢by has over all other forms of free govern-
ment, befidesthe advantage ofbcmg more
eafily and more ufefully temperPd with
_:,HLL(A_M.L“L’U and democratical - powers, |
~which is mentioned above, is this, Thoft |
governments are made up of diferen |
;an‘s and are apt to be disjointed by the |
{hocks to which they are exr‘ofcd but 4
free monarchical government is mﬂmi

compid
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compact, becaufe there isa part the more
that keeps; like the key-flome of a vaul,
the whole building together. ‘They can-=
not be mended in a ftate of corruption,
they muft be in effe&t conffituted anew,
and 1n that attempt they may be d fbived
for ever : but this is not the cafe of a free
monarhey.  To preferve liberty by new
laws and zew fchemes of government,
whilft the corruption of a people conr:-
mues and grows, is abfolutely impoffible
every where: but to reftore and to pre-
ferve it under o/d laws, and an o/d confii-
tution, by reinfufing into the minds of
men the /pirit of this conflitution, isnot
only pofiible, butis, in a particular man-
ner, eafy toa 4ing. A corrupt common-
wezlth remains without remedy, tho all
the'orders and forms of it {ubfift : a free
monarchical government cannot remain
abfolutely {0, aslongasthe ordersand forms
of the conftitution {ubfift. Thelealne are
indeed nothing more than the dead letter
of freedom, or mafks of liberty. In the
fielk character they {erve to no good pusr-
pofe whatfoever : in the {econd they ferve

g to
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to a bad one, becaufe tyranny, or goverms

ment by will, becomes more fevere, and

more fecure, under their difguife, than it
would if it was bareficed and ‘avowed.
Bat a king can, eafily to himfelf, and
without violence to his people, renew the
fpirit of liberty in their minds, quicken

this dead letter, and pull off this mask.
As foon as corruption ceafes to be an
expedient of government, and it will
ceafe to be fuch as foon asa patriot king
I5 raifed to the throne, the panacea is ap-
plied . the f{pirit of the conftitution re-
vives of courfe; and as faft as it revives,
the orders and forms of the conftitution
are reftored to their printitive integiiy,
and become what they were intended to
be ; real barriers againtt arbitrary power,
not bitnds nor mafks under which tyranny
may lie concealed. Depravation of man-
ners expofed the conflitution to ruin ; re-
formation will fecure it. Men decline
eafily from virtue ; for there is a devil tco
in the political fyflem, a conftant temp-
ter at hand :  a patriot king will want nei-
ther power nor inclination to caft out this
devil,
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devil, to'make the temptation ceafe, and:
to deliver his fubjects if not from the
guilt, yet from the confequence, of their
fall. Under him, they will not only ceafe
to do evil, but learn to do well; fcr by
rendering public virtue and real capacity
the fole means of acquiring any degree of
power or profit in the ftate, he will fet
the paffions of their hearts on the fide of
liberty and good government. A patriot
King is the moft powerful of all reform-
ers; for he 1s himfelf a fort of itanding
miracle, fo rarely feen and fo little un-
derftood, that the fure effeéts of his ap-
pearance will be admiration and love in
every honeft breaft, confufion and terror
to every guilty confcience, but fubmiffion
and refignation in all. A new people
will feem to arife with a new king. In-
numerable metamorphofes, - like thofe
which peets feign, will happen in very
deed: and while men are confcious that
they are the fame individuals, the diffe-
rence of their fentiments will almoft per-
fuade them that they are changed into dif.-
ferent beings.

But that we may not expe@® more

-
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from fuch a king than even he can per-.

form, it is neceflary to premife another

seneral obfervation, after which I fhall

defcend into fome that will be more par.
ticular. 5
Abfolute ftability is not to be expected
in any thing human ; for that which exifls
immutably exifts'alone neceffarily, and this
attribute of the Supreme Being can nei-
ther belong to man, nor to the works of
man. The beft inflituted governments,
like the beft conftituted animal bodies,
carry in them the feeds of their de-
{truction : and tho they grow and ims
prove for a time, they will foon tend
vifibly to their diffolution. Every hour
they live is an hour the lefs that they have
to live,  All that can be done therefore
to prolong the duration of a good go-
vernment, is to draw it back, on every fa-
vourable occafion, to the firff good prit:
¢iples on which it was founded. When
thefe occafions happen often, and are well
improved, fuch governments are profpe-

e
)

ous and durable. When they happen
or are ill improved, thefe poli-
tical bodies live in pain or in-lapguor, and
die {oon. | A
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A patriot Riug al fords one of the occa-
fions I mention in a frce monarchical
ftate, and the very beft that can happen.
It fhould be improved, like fnatches of
fair weather at fea, to repair the da-
mages fuftained in the laft florm, and to
prepare to refit the next. For fuch a
king cannot fecure to his people a {fuccef-
fion of princes like himfelf. He will do
all he can towards it, by his example and
by his inftruction. But after all, the
royal mantle will not convey the {pirit of
patriotifm into another king, as the man-
tle of Elijab did the gift of prophecy. into
another prophet. The utmoft he can do,
and that which deferves the utmoft gra-

titude from his {ubjects, is to reftore good

government, to revive the {pirit of it,
and to maintain and confirm both, during

_the whole courfe of his reign, The reft
. his people muft do for themfelves. If
_they do not, they will have none but
_themfelves to blame: if they do, they
_ will have the principal obligation to him.

In all events they will have been free,

~men,one reign the longer by his means,

K and
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_and perhaps more; fince he will leave
them much better prepared and difpofed
to defend their liberties, than he found
them,

This general obfervation being made,
let us now defcend, in fome detail, to the
particular ffeps and meafures that fuch a
king muft purfue, to merit a much no-
bler title than all thofe which many prin-
ces of the weft, as well as the eaft, are fo
proud to accumulate,

Firft then, he muft begin to govern
as foon as hc begins to reign. For the
very firft iteps he makes in government
will give the firlt impreflion, and as it
were the prf. age of his reign; and may be
' of great importance in many other re-
fpects befides that of opinion and reptta-
tion. His firft care will be, nodoub t, {0
purge bis court, and to call into the :d-
miniftration fuch men, as he can afi fure
himfelf will frve on the ¢ fame principles
on which he intends to govern.

[ )
AC‘




e el WML

A PATRIOT KING, 139

As to the firft point; if the precedent
reign has been bad, we know how he
will find ‘the court compofed, The men
in power will be fome of thofe adven-
turers, bufy 2nd bold, who thruft and
crowd themfelves early into the intrigue
of party and the management of affairs
of ftate, often without true ability, al-
ways without true ambition, or even the
appearances of virtue: who mean no-
thing more than what is called making a
fortune, ‘the acquifition of wealth to fa-
tisfy avarice, and of titles and ribbands
to fatisfy vanity. Such as thefe are fure
to be emplo;ed by a weak, ora wicked
king: they impofe on the firft, and are
chofen by the laft. Nor is it marvellous
that they are fo, fince every other want
is {upplied in them by the want of good
principles and a good confcience; and
fince thele defects [ecomc minifterial per-
fections, in areign when meafures are
purfued and den'rns carried on that eve-
ry honeft man will difappreve. All the
proftitutes who fet themfelves to fale, all
the locufts who devour the land, with
K 2 crowds
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crowds of fpies, parafites and fycophants,
will furround the throne under the pa-
tronage of fuch minifters; and whole
fwarms of little noifome, namelefs in-
fects will hum and buzz in every corner
of the court. Such minifters will be caft
off, and fuch abettors of a miniftry will
be chafed away together, and at once,
by a patriot king,

Some of them perhaps will be aban-
doned by him; not to party-fury, butto
national juftice; not to fate private re-
fentments, and to ferve particular inter-
eits, but to make fatisfattion for wrongs
dope to their country, and to ftand as
examples of terror to future adminiftra-
tions. Clemency makes, no doubt, an
amiable part of the charalter I attempt
to draw; but clemency to be a virtue,
muft have its bounds like other virtues,
and furely thefe bounds are extended
enough by a maxim I have read fome-
where, that frailties and even vices may
be pafsed over, but not enormous crimes:
multa donanda ingeniis puto; [fed donanda
Vitia, nen portenta.

Among
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Among the bad company with which
{uch a court will abound, may be rec-
koned a fort of men too low to be much
regarded, and too high to be quite neglect-
ed; the lumber of every adminiftration,
“the furniture of every court. - Thefe gilt
carved things are feldom anfwerable *for
more than the men on a chefs-board, who,
are moved about at will, and on whom the
condu&t of the game is not to be charged.
Some of thefe every prince muft have
about him, The pageantry of-a court
requires that he fhould, and this pagean-
try, like many other defpicable things,
ought not to be laid afide.. But as much
{famenefs as there may appear in the cha-
racters of this fort of men, there is one di-
ftinGion that will be made, when ever a
good prince fucceeds to the throne after
an tniquitous adminiftration : the diftin-
&ion 1 mean is, between thofe who have
affeCted to dip themfelves deeply in pre-
cedent iniquities, and thofe who have had
the virtue to keep aloof from them, or the
good luck ‘not to be called to any tharein

K 3 ten
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them. And thus much for the firft point,
that of purging his court.

As to the fecond, that of calling to his
adminiftration fuch men as he can aflure
himfelf will ferve on the fame principles
on which he intends to govern, there is
no need to enlarge much upon it. A
good prince will no more chufe ill men,
than a wife prince will chufe fools, ‘De-
ception in one cafe is indeed more eafy
than 1n the other ; becaufe a knave may
be an artful hypocrite, whereas 2 filly
fellow can never impofe himfelf for a
man of fenfe. Andleaft of all, ina coun-
try like ours, can either of thefe decep-
tions happen, if any degree of the difcern-
ment of {pirits be employed to chufe.
‘The reafon is, becaufe every man here,
who ftands forward enough in rank and
reputation to be called to the councils of
his king, muft have given proofs before-
hand of his patriotifim as well a5 of his
capacity, if he has either, fufficient to
determine his general charader.,

There
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There is, however, one diftinction to
be made as to the capacity of minifters,
on which I will infift a little: becaufed
think it very important at all times, par-
ticularly fo at this time; and becaufe it
efcapes obfervation moft commonly. The
ditin&ion I mean is that between a cun-
ning man and a wife man: and this di-
ftin&ion is built on a2 manifeft difference
in nature, how imperceptible foever it
may become to weak eyes, or to eyes
that loock at their objet thro the falfe
medium of cuftom and habit. My lord
Bacon {ays, that cunning is left-banded or
crooked wifdom. 1 would rather fay that
it is a part, but the loweft part of wil-
dom; employed alone by fome, becaufe

they have not the other parts to employ:
and by fome, becaufe it is as much as they
want, within thofe bounds of action
which they prefcribe to themfelves, and
{ufficient to the ends that they propofe.
The difference feems to confift in de egree
and application, rather than in kind,

Wifdom is neither left-handed, nor crook-
ed: but the heads of fome men contain

. i
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little, and the hearts of others employ it
wrong. To ufe my lord Bacon’s own
comparifon, the cunning man knows how
to pack the cards, the wife man how to
play the game better: but it would be of
no ufe to the firft to pack the cards, if his
knowledge ftopped here, and he had no
ikill in the game; nor to the fecond, to
play the game better, if he did not know
how to pack the cards, that he might
unpack them by new ﬂmfﬂzrc. Inferxor
m*lf'dom or cunning may get the better
of folly ; but fuperior wildon will get the
better of cunning. Wifdom a and (:unninﬂr
have often the fathe objeéts ; but a mfc
man will have more and greater in 1115
view. The leaft will not fill his foul, nor
cver become the principal there ; but will
be purfued in fubﬁ-:rvicnc“y, in {ubordina-
tion at leaft, to the other. Wifdom and
cummfr may employ fometimes the fame
means too: but the v*;l’e man {toops to
thefe means, and the other canpot rife

above them. Simulation and diffimula-
tion for inftance are the chief arts of cun-
ning: the firlt will be efleemed always

by
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by a wife man unworthy of him, and will
be therefore avoided by him, in every
poffible cafe ; for, torefume mylord Ba-
cor’s comparifon, fimulation is put on that
we may look into the cards of another,
whereas diffimulation intends nothing
more than to hide our own. Simulation
is a {tiletto, not only an offenfive, but
an unlawful weapon; and the ufe of it
may be rarely, very rarely, excufed, but
never juftified. Diflimulation is a fhield,
as fecrecy is armour: and it is no more
poflible to preferve fecrecy in the admi-
niftration of publick affairs without fome
degree of dlﬁimulatlon, than it is to fuc-
ceed in it without fecrecy. Thofe two
arts of cunning are like the alloy min-
gled with pure ore. A little is neceffary
and will not debafe the coin below it’s
proper {tand: ard ; but if more than that
little be emoloyed the coin lofes it’s cur-
rency, and the coiner ]]lo credit,

We may obferve much fhe fame diffe-
rence between wifdom and cunning, both
as to the obje&s tbev Dlopoie and to the
means they employ, agwe obferve between

' Sraihe
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the vifual poewers of different men. Ona
fees diftin¢tly. the objets that are near to
him, their immediate relations, and their
dite€t tendencies; and a fight like this
ferves well enough the purpofe of thofe
who concern themfelves no further, The
cunning minifter is one of thofe: he nei-
ther fees nor is concerned to fee any fur-
ther, than his perfonal interefts, and the
{fupport of his adminiftration require. If
{uch a man overcomes any a&ual diffi-
culty, avoids any immediate diftrefs, or,
without doing either of thefe effectually,
gains a little time, by all the low artifice
which cunning is ready to fuggeft and
bafenefs of mind toemploy; he triumphs,
and is flattered by his mercenary train on
the great event, which amounts often to
no more than this, that he got into diftrefs
by one feries of faults, and out of it by
another., The wife minifter fees, and is
concerned to fee further, becaufe govern«
ment has a further concern: he fees the
objects that are diftant as well as thofe
that are near, and all their remote rela-
tions, and even their indire@ tendencies.

He

N
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He thinks of fame as well as of applaufe,
and prefers that, which to be enjoyed muft
be given, to that which may be bought.
He confiders his adminiftration as a fingle
day in the great year of government ;
but as a day that is affeCted by thofe
which went before, and that muft affe&
thofe which are to follow. . He combines
therefore and compates all thefe obje&s,,
relations, and. tendencies, and the judg-
ment he makes on an entire, nota partial
{urvey of them, is the rule of his con-
duct. That {cheme of the reafon of
ftate which lies open before a wife mini-
fter contains all the great principles of
government, and all the great interefts of
his country: fo thatas he prepares {fome
events, he prepares againft others, whe-
ther they be likely to happen during his
adminiftration, or in fome future time.
Many reflections ‘might be added to
thefe, and many examples be brought to
lluftrate them: Some 1 could draw from
the men I have feen at the head of bufi-
nefs, and make very ftrong contrafts of
men of great wifdom with thofe of meer
cunning.
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cunning. But I conclude this head, that
I' may proceed to another of no lefs
importance.

To efpoufe no party, but to govern
like the common father of his people,
1s {o effential to the charalter of a patriot
king, that he who does otherwife, forfeits
the title. It is the peculiar privilege and
glory of this charaéter, that princes who
maintain it, and they alone, are fo far
from the neceffity, that they are not ex-
pofed to the temptation, of governing by
a party: which muft always end in the
government of a faétion ; the faétion of
the prince if he has ability, the faGion of
his miniffers if he has not, and either one
way or other in the oppreflion of the people.;
For faction is to party what the fuperia-
t1ve 1s to the pofitive ; party isa politi-
cal evil, and faction is the wor/t of all
parties. The true image of a free people,
governed by a patriot king, is that of a
patriatchal family, where the head and
all the members are united by one com-
mon intereft, and animated by one com-

mon
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mon {pirit ; and where, if any are perverfe
enough to have another, they will be foon
borne down by the fuperiority of thofe
who have the fame; and- far from ma-
king a divifion, they will but confirm
the union of the little ftate. That to
approach as near as poflible to thefe ideas
of perfect government, and focial happi-
nefs under it, is defirable in every ftate,
no man will be abfurd enough to deny.
The f{ole queftion is therefore, how near
to them it is poflible to attain? For, if
this attempt be not abfolutely impractica-
ble, all the views of a patriot king will
be dire@ed to make it fucceed. Inftead
of abetting the divifions of his people,
he will endeavour to unite them, and to
be himfelf the center of their union:
inftead of putting himfelf at the head of
one party in order to govern bis people,
he will put himfelf at the head of Ais
people in order to govern, or more pro-
perly to fubdue a// parties. Now, to ar-
rive at this defirable union, and to main-
tain it, will be found more difficult in
fome cafes than in others, but abfolutely

impof-
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impofiible in none, to 2 wife and good
prince,

If his people are wnited in their fub-
miffion to him, and in their attachment
to the eftablithed government, he muft
not . only efpoufe but create a party, in
order to govern by oz : and what fhould
tempt him to purfue fo wild a meafure?
A prince who aims at more power than
the conftitution gives him, may be fo
tempted ; becatife he may hope to obtain
in the diforders of the fiate what cannot
be obtained in quiet times; and becanfe
contending parties will give ‘what a na-
tion will not.” Parties, even before they
degenerate into abfolute factions, are fill
numbers of meéen affociated together for
certain purpofes, and certain interefls,
which are not, ‘or which are not allowed
to be thofe of the community by others.
A more ‘private or perfonal intereft comes
but too foon, and ‘too often, to be {uper-
added, and to grow predominant in them?
and when’it does fo, whatever occafions
or principles began 'to form them, the

fame
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fame logic prevails in them that prevails
in every church. The intereft of the
ftate is fuppofed to be that of the party;
as the intereft of religion is fuppofed to be
that of ‘the church: and, with this pre-
tence or prepofieflion, the intereft of the
ftate becomes, 1like that of religion, a re-
mote confideration, is never purfued for
it’s own fake, and is often facrificed to the

other. A King, therefore, who has ill de-
figns to carry on, muft endeavour to di-

vide an united people ; and, by blending or
feeming to blend his interefts with that
of a party, he may fucceed perhaps; and
his party and he may fhare the fpoils of
a ruined nation: but fich aparty isthen
become a faction, fuch akingis a tyrant,
and fuch a government is a confpiracy.
A patriot king muft renounce his charac-
ter to have fuch defigns, ‘or aét againﬂ' his

own defigns to purfue fuch methods.
Both are too abmd to ‘be fuppofed. It
remains therefore, that as all the good

ends of government are moft attainmable
in an united flate, and as the divifions of
a people can ferve to bad purpofes a alcne,

tlie
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the king we fuppofe here will deem the
union of his fubjects his greateft advan-
tage, and will think hlmfelf happy to
find that eftablithed, which he would
have employed: the whole labour of his
life to bring about. This feems fo plain,

that 1 am ready to make excufes for hav-
ing infifted at all upon it.

Let us turn ourfelves to another fup-
pofition, to that of a divided flate. This
will fall in oftener with the ordinary
courfe of things in free governments, and
efpecially after iniquitous and weak ad-
miniftrations. Such a ftate may be bet-
ter or worfe, and the great and good put-
pofes of a patriot king more or lefs at-
tainable in it, according to the different
nature of thofe divifions, and therefore
we will confider this ftate in different
lights.

A people may be un:ted in fubmiffion
to the prince, and to the eftablithment,
and yet be divided about general princi-
ples, or particular meafures of govern-

meant.
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ment. In the firft cafe, they will do by
their conftitution what has been frequent-
ly done by the Scripture, {train it to their
own notions and prejudices; and if they
cannot ftrain it, alter it as much as is ne-
ceflary to render it conformable to them.
In the fecond, they will {fupport or op-
pofe particular acls of adminiftrations,
and defend, -or attack the perfons em-
ployed in them: and both thefe ways a
conflit of parties may arife, but no great
difficulty to a prince who determines to
purfue the union of his fubjets, and the
profperity of his kingdoms, independently
of all parties.

When parties are divided by different
mations and principles concerning {ome
particular ecclefiaftical or civil inftitutions,
the conftitution, which fhould be zhe:r
rile, 'muft be that of the prince. He
may and he ought to thew his diflike or
his favour, - as he jndges the conftitution
may be hurt or improved, by one fide or
the other.. The hurt he is never to {uffer,
not.for his own fake ; and therefore furely
not for the fake of any whimfical, factious,
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or ambitious fett of men. The improve-
ment he muft always defire, but as every
new modification, in a {cheme of govern-
ment and of national policy, is of great
importance, and requires more and deep-
er confideration than the warmth and hut-
ry and rafhnefs of party-conduct admit,
the duty of a prince feems to require
that he hould render by his influence the
proceedings more orderly and more dels-
berate, even when he ‘approves the end
to which they are directed. All this may
be done by him without fomenting divi-
fion; and far from forming, or efpouf-
ing a party, he will defeat party in de-
fence of the conftitution, on fome occa-
fions ; and lead men from a&ing with 2
party-fpirit, to act with a national fpirit,
on others.

When the divifion is about particular
meafures of government, and the conduét
of the adminiftration is alone concerned,
a patriet king will {tand in want of par-
ty-as little ‘as in any other cafe. Under
his reign, the opportunities of forming an
oppefition of this fort will’ be rare, and

the
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the pretences generally weak. Nay the
motives to it will lofe much of their force,
when a government is Puorg in reputas
tion, and men are kept in good humour
by feeling the rod of a party on no oc-
caflion, tho they feel the weight of the
fcepter on fome. Such opportunities how-
ever may happen, and there may be rea-
fon as well as pretences fometimes for op-
pofition even in fuch a reign : at leaft we
vill fuppofe fo; that we may include in
thisargumentevery contingent cafe, Grie=
vances then are complained “6f, ‘miftakeg
and abufes 1n government are pbinted ovf,
and minifters are profecuted by their enex
mies, Shall the “prince on tIm throne
form a patty by intrigue, and by fecret
and corrupt influence; to oppofe the pro=
fecution ?* When the p-""nce and the mi- 3
nifters are participes criminis, when every
thing is to be defended, left fomefhin Joy
thould come out, that 1*‘-":}? tm_t';wﬁl the
filly wicked fchénte
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becaufe fuch a party alone will fubmit to
a drudgery of this kind. But a prince,
who is not in thefe circumftances, will
not have recourfe to thefe means, He has
others more open, more noble, and more
effeCtual in his power: he knows that the
views of his government are right, and
that the tenor of his adminiftration 1s
godd; but he knows that neither he nor
his minifters are infallible, nor impecca-
ble. There may be abufes in his govern-
ment, miftakes in his adminiftration, and
guilt in his minifters, which he has not
obferved: and he will be far from im-
puting the complaints, that give him occa-
fion to obferve them, to a 1pirit of party;
much lefs will he treat thofe who carry
on {uch profecutions in a legal manner as
incendiaries, and as enemies to his go-
vernment.  On the contrary, he will di-
fiinguifh the voice of his people from the
clamour of a facion, and will hearken
to it. He will redrefs grievances, cor-
rect errors, and reform or punith mini-
fters. This he will do asa good prince :
and as a wife one, he will do it in fuch a
' manner
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manper that his dignity fhall be main-
tained, and that his authority fhallincreafe
with his reputation by it.

Should the efforts of a meer faGion be
bent to calumniate his government, and
to diftrefs the adminiftration on ground-
lefs pretences, and for infufficient rea-
fons 5 he will not negle@, but he will
not apprehend neither, the thort-lived and
contemptible fcheme, He will indeed have
no reafon to do fo; for let the fautors of
male-adminiftration, whenever an oppo-
fition is made to it, affe@ to infinuate as
much as they pleafe, that their mafters
are in no other circumftances than thofe
to which the very beft minifters ftand ex-
pofed, objedts of general envy and of par-
ticular malice, it will remain eternally
true, that groundlefs oppofition, in a
well-regulated monarchy, can never be
ftrong and durable, To be convinced of
the truth of this propofition, one needs
only to refle&t how many well-grounded
attacks have been defeated, and how few
have fucceeded, againft the moft wicked
and the weakeft adminiftrations, Every

L 3 king
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king of ‘Britain has means enough in his
power to defeat and to calm oppofition,
But a patriot king, above all others, may
fafely reft his caufe on the innocency of
his adminiftration, on the conftitutional
{ftrength of the crown, and on the con-
currence of his people, to whom he dares
appeal, and by whom he will be fup-
ported.

To conclude all I will fay on the divi-
fions of this kind, let me add, that the
cafe of a groundlefs oppofition can hardly
happen in a bad reign, becaufe in fucha
reign juft occafions of oppofition muft of
courfe be frequently given (as we have
allowed that they may be given fometimes,
tho very rarely, in a good reign) but that
whether it be well or ill grounded, whe-
ther it be that of the nation, ‘or that
of a faction, the conduct of the prince
with refpect to it will be the fame ; and
one way or other this condu& muft have
a very fatal event. Such a prince will
‘not mend the adminiftration, as long as he
can refift the jufteft and moft popular op-
pofition : and therefore this oppofition will

laft
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laft and grow, as long as a free conftitu-
tion is in force, and the fpirit of liberty
is preferved ; for {o long even a change
of his minifters, without a change of his
meafures, . will not be fufficient.: The
former without the latter is a meer banter,
and would be deemed and taken for fuch,
by every man who did not oppofe on a
factious principle; that I mean of getting
into power at any rate, and ufing it as ill,
perhaps worfe than the men he helped to
turn out of it.. Now if fuch men as thefe
abound, and they will abound in the
decline of a free government, a bad prince,
whether he changes, or does not change
his minifters, may hope to govern by the
{pirit and art of a faction, againft the {p1-
rit and ftrength of the nation. His cha-
racter may be too low; and that of his
minifter too odious, to form originally
even a faction that fhall be able to defend
them. ~ But they may apply to their pur-
pofes a party that was formed on far djf-
ferent occafions, and bring numbers to
fight for a caufe in which many of them
would not have lifted. = The names; and

T .
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with the names the animofity of partiés;

may be kept up, when the caufes that
formed them fubfift no longer.

When a party is thus revived or conti-
nued in the fpirit of a faction, the cors
ruptand the infatuated members of it will
alt without any regard to right or wrong:
and they who have afferted liberty in one
reign, of oppofed invafions of one kind,
will give it up in another reign, and abet
invafions of another kind; though they
ftill diftinguifh themfelves by the fame
appellation, flill fpread the fame banner,
and ftill deafen their adverfaries and one
another with the fame ery, If the na-
tional caufe prevails againft all the wicked
arts of corruption and divifion, that an ob-
ftinate prince and flagitious miniftry can
employ ; yet will the firuggle be long; and
the difficulties, the diftrefles, and the dan-
ger great, both to the king and to the
people. ‘The beft he can hope for; in
fuch a cafe, will be to efcape with a di-
minution of his reputation, authority,
and power. He may be expofed to foine-
thing worle; and his obftinacy may force

things
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things to fuch extremitics, as they who
oppofe him will lament, and as the pre-
fervation of liberty and good government
can alone juftify. If the wicked arts I
fpeak. of prevail, faction will be propa-
gated through the whole nation, an ill or
well-grounded oppofition will be the que-
ftion no longer, and the conteft among
parties will be who thall govern, not how
they fhall be governed. In fhort, univer-
fal confufion will follow, and a complete
victory on any fide will enflave all fides.

I bave not overcharged the draught.
Such confequences muft follow fuch a
condu&t; and therefore let me afk how
much more fafe, more eafy, more plea-
fant, more honourable is it, for a prince
to correct, if he has not prevented male-
adminiftration ? that he may be able to
reft his caufe, as I.f{aid before, on the
{ftrength of the crown and the concur.
rence of his people, whenever any fa&tion
prefumes to rife in oppofition to him.

This a patriot King will do. He may
favour one party and difcourage another,
upon occaflons wherein the ftate of his

king-
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kingdom makes fuch a temporary meas
fure neceffary, But he will efpoufe none,
much lefs will he profcribe any. He will
lift no party, much lefs will he do the
meaneft and moft imprudent thing a king
can do, lift himfelf in any. It will be his
aim to purfue true principles of govern-
ment independently of all: and bya fted-
dy adherence to this meafure, his reign
will become an-undeniable and glorious
proof, that a wife and good prince may
unite his fubjeéts, and be himfelf the cen-
ter of their union, notwithftanding any of
thefe divifions that have been hitherto
mentioned,

Let us now view the divided ftate of 2
nation in another light. In this, the divi-
fions will appear more odious, more dan-
gerous ; lefs dependent on the influence,
and lefs fubje@ to the authority of the
crown.  Such will be the ftate, whenever
a people 1s divided about Jubmiffion to their
prince, and a party is formed of {pirit and
ftrength fufficient to oppofe, even in arms,
the eftablithed government. But in this
cafe, defperate as it may feem, a patriot

King
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king will not defpair of reconciling, and
re-uniting his fubjects to himfelf, and to
one. another. He may be obliged perhaps,
as Henry the Fourth of France was, to
conquer hisown ; but thep like that great
prince, if he is the conqueror, he will be
the father too of his people. He muft
purfue in arms thofe who prefume to take
arms againft him; but he will purfue
them like rebellious children whom he
{eeks toreclaim, and not like irreconcile-
able enemies whom he endeavours to ex-
terminate. Another prince may blow up
the flame of civil war by unprovoked fe-
verity, render thofe zealous againft him
who were at worlt indifferent, and detere.
mine the difaffection of others to open
rebellion. When he has prevailed againft
the faction he helped to form, as he could
not have prevailed if the bent of the na-
tion had been againft him, he may be
willing to afcribe his fuccefs to a parzy,
that he may have that pretence to govern
by a party : and far from reconciling the
minds that have been alienated from him,
and re-uniting his fubjes in a willing un-

forced
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forced fubmiffion to him, he may be con-
tent to maintain himfelf on that throne,
where the laws of God and man have
placed him, by the melancholy expedient
that ufurpers and tyrants, who have no
other in their power, employ ; the expe-
dient of force. But a patriot king will aé
with another {pirit, and entertain nobler
and wifer views from firft to laft, and thro
the whole courfe of fuch a conjun@ure.
Nothing lefs than the hearts of his peo-
ple will content fuch a prince, nor will
he think his throne eftablithed till it is
eftablithed there. That he may have time
and opportunity to gain them, therefore,
he will prevent the flame from breaking
out, if by art and management he can do
it. Ifhe cannot, he will endeavour to keep
it from fpreading : and if the phrenzy of
rebellion difappoints him in both thefe
attempts, he will remember peace, like the
heroic king I juft now quoted, in the
midft of war. Like him he will forego
advantages of puthing the latter, rather
than lofe an opportunity of promoting
the former : like him, in the heat of bat-

tle
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tle he will fpare, and in the triumph of
vi¢tory -condefcend: like bim, he will
beat down the viclence of this flame, by
his valour, and extinguifh even the embers b
of it, by his lenity. |
It may happen, that a prince, capable

of holding {uch a condu as this, maynot

have the opportunity. He may fucceed to i
the throne after a contrary condu& has il
been held; and when, among other divi-
fions which male-adminiftration and the
tyranny of faction have increafed and con-
firmed, there is one againft the eftablithed
government flill in being, though not fill
in arms. The ufe is obvious, which a fa-
&ion in power might make of fuch a cir-
cumitance under a weak prince, by rank-
ing in that divifion all thofe who oppofed
the adminiftration, or at leaft by holding
out equal danger to him from two quar-
ters, from their enemies who meant him

no barm, and from his enemies
could do him none. But fo gro
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fice will not impofe on a prince of ano-
ther charadter ; he will foon difcern th
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will fee;1n thisinftance, how faction bree&s;
nourifhes, and perpetuates faction : he will
obferve how far that of the court contri:
bited to form the other, and contributes
{till to keep it in countenance and credit,
among thofe who confider more what
fuch men are againft, than what they are
for. He willobferve, how much that of the
difaffected gives pretence to the other who
keeps a monopoly of power and wealth,
one of which opprefles, and the other beg-
gars, the reft of the nation: his penetra-
tion will foon difcover, that thefe factions
break in butlittle on the body of his peo-
ple, and that it depends on him alone to
take from them even the ftrength they
have; beecaufe that of the former is acqui:
red entirely” by his authority and purfe,
and that of the latter principally by the
abufe which the former makes of both.
Upon the whole, the meafures he has to
putfue towards the great object of a pa-
triot king, the union of ‘his people; will
appear to himextremely eafy. How fhould
they be otherwile ! One. of the factions

muft be diffolved the moment that the
favour
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favour of the prince is withdrawn, and
the other is difarmed as foon as it is mark-
ed out. It will have no fthelter, and it
muft therefore be fo marked out, under
agood and wife adminiftration ; for whe.
ther the members of it avow their prin-
ciples by refufing thofe tefts of fidelity
which the law requires, or perjure them-
felves by taking them, they will be known
alike. -~ One difference, and but one will
be made between them in the general
fenfe of mankind, a difference arifing
from the greater degree of infamy that
will belong juftly to the latter. The firpt
may pafs for fools: the latter muft pafs
without excule for knaves,

The terms I ufe found harfhly, bag:
the cenfure is juft; and it will appear to
be fo in the higheft degree; and upon the
higheft reafon, 'if we flop to make a re-
fletion or two that deferve very well to
be made, on the condu& of our Jaco-
bites ; for I defire no ftronger inftance on:
which to' eftablith the cenfure, and to
juftify the -terms I have ufed.  Now all

thefe,




168 THE IDEAOF
thefe, whether they {wear, or whether
they do not, are liable to one particular
objection, that did not lye againft thofe
who were in former days enemies to the
king on the throne. In the days of York
and Lancafier, for inftance, 2 man might
be againft the prince on the throne with-
out being againft the conftitution of his
country.  The conflitution conveyed the
crown by bereditary right in the fame
family : and he who was a YorZ:f,and he
who was a Lancafirian, might, and 1
doubt not .did, pretend in every conteft
to have this right on his fide. The fame
conffitution was acknowledged by both,
and therefore fo much indulgence was
fhewn by law to both, at leaft in the
time of Henry the Seventh, that fubmif-
fion to a King de faito could not be im-<
puted as a crime to either, Thus again,
to defcend lower in hiftory; whenthe
exclufion of the duke of York was prefied
in the reign of Charles the Second, ithe
right of that prince to the crown was
not difputed. His divime right indeed;
fuch a divine right as his grandfather
and
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and father had afferted before him, was
not' much regarded; but his right by
the conftitution, his Jegal right, was
fufficiently owned by thofe who infifted
ona law asneceffary to barr it Butevery
Jacobite at this time goes beyond all thefe
examples, and is'a rebel to the conflitu-
tiomunder which he is born; as well as
to the prince on the throne. The law of
his country has fettled the right of fuc-
ceflion’in a wew family. He refifts this
faw, and afferts on his own private au-
thority, not only a right in contradi@®ion
toit, but a right extinguifhed by it. This
abfurdity is fo great, that it cannot be
defended except by advancing a greater;
and thercfore it is urged, that no power
otvearth could alter the conftitution in
ehis refpe, nor extinguith a right to the
crown inherent in the Stuars family, and
derived” from a fuperior, that is from a
divite, authority. This kind of plea, for
refufing fubmiffion to the laws of the
land, if it was admitted, would ferve any
purpofe -as well as that for which it is

M brought,
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brought, ‘Our fanatics urged it formerly,
and I do not fee why a conicientious fifth
monarchy-man had not as much right to
urge it formerly, as a Jacobite has now.
But if confcience, thatis private opinion,
nay excufe the fifth monarchy-man and
the Jacobite, who act conformably to it,
from all imputations except thofe of mad-
nefs and folly; how fhall the latter be
excufed when he forfwears the principles
he retains, acknowledges the right he re-
nounces, takes oaths with an intent to
violate them, and calls God to witnefs
to a premeditated lie? Some cafuiftry has
been employed to excufe thefe men to
themf{elves and to others, But fuch cafu-
itry, and in truth every other, deftroys,
by diftinctions and exceptions, all mora-
lity, and effaces the effential difference
between right and wrong, good and evil.
T'his the {choolmen in general have done
on many occafions ; the fons of Loyola in
particular: and I with with all my heart
that nothing of the fame kind could be
ebjccted to any other divines, Some po-
litical
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litical reafoning has been employed, as
well as the cafuiftry here fpoken of, and
to the fame purpofe. It has been faid,
that the conduét of thofe who ate enemies
to the eftablithment, to which they fub-
mit and fwear, 'is juftified by the princi=
ples of the Revolution. But nothing can
be more falfe and frivolous. By the prins
ciplesof the Revolution, a fubje® may re-
fift, no doubt, the prince whoendeavours
to ruin and enflave his people, ‘and may
puth this refiftance to the dethronement
and exclufion of him and his race: but
will it follow, that, becaufe we mayjuftly
take arms againft a prince whofe right
to ‘govern we ‘once acknowledged, and
who by fubfequent aéts has forfeited that
right, we may fwear to a right we do
not acknowledge, and refifta prince whofe
conduct has not forfeited the right we
{wore to, nor given any juft difpenfation
from our oaths ?

But I fhall lengthen this digreﬁ‘zon ne
further : it is on a fubje&t I have treated
in public writings, the refutation of which

M 2 never
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never came to my hands, and, I think, nes
ver will. I return to the fubject of my
prefent difcourfe. And I fay, that {fuch
factions as thefe can never create any ob-
firution to a prince, who puriues the
union of his fubje&s, nor difturb the
peace of his government. The men who
compofe them muft be defperate, and im-
potent; the moft defpicable of all charac-
ters when they go together. Eyery ho-
neftand fenfible man wiltdiftinguith him.
felf out of their number : and they will
remain, as they deferve to be, hewers of
wood, and drawers of water, to the reft
of their fellow fubjets,

They will remain fuch, if they-are a-
bandoned tc themfelves, and to that ha-
bitual infatuation which they have not
fenfe and fpirit enough to break. But
if a prince, out of goodnefs or policy,
thould think it worth his while to take
them from under this influence, and to
break thefe habits; even this divifion,
the moft abfurd of all others, will not be
found incurable. A man who has not

feen
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feen the infide of parties, nor had oppor-
tunities to examine nearly their fecret
motives, can hardly conceive how little a
fhare, principle of any {ort, though prin-
ciple of fome fort or other be always pre-
tended, has in the determination of their
conduct, Reafon has fmall effe@& on
numbers: a turn of imagination, often
as violent and as fudden as a guft of wind,
determines their condu&; and paffion is
taken by others, and by themfelves too,
when it grows into habit efpecially, for
principle. What gave ftrength and {pi-
rit to a Jacobite party after the late king’s
acceflion? The true anfwer is, a fudden
turn of the imaginations of 2 whole par-
ty, to refentment and rage, that were turn-
ed a little before to quiet fubmiffion, and
patient expeation, Principle had as lit-
tle thare in making the tarn, as reafon
had in condu@ing it. Men who had
fenfe, and temper too before that mo-
ment, thought of nothing after it but of
fetting up a tory king againft a2 whig
king : and when fome of them were afk-
¢d, if they were {ure a popith kin g would
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make a f*f)ml tory hmw? or whether tl ey

i i

were dctummed to facrifice ‘their reli-
gion and liberty to him? The an{wer

was, no; that they would take arms

againft him if he madc attempts on ei-
ther; that this might be the cafe perhaps
in fix months after his reftoration, but
that in the mean time they would endea-
vour his reftoration. This 18 no exagge-
rated fact: and I leave you to Judge to
what fuch fentiments and condu& muft
be afcribed, to principle ‘or paffion, to
reafon or madnefs? What gives obftinacy
without ftrength, and fullennefs without
fph it, to the Jacobite-tories at this time?
Another turn of imagination, or rather
the fame {hewing Lt;dt in another form,
A faltious habit, and a fa&ious notion,
converted 1nto a notion of policy and ho-
nour. They are taught to believe, that
by clinging together they are a confider-
able weight, which mny be thrown in
to turn the {cale in any great event; and
Mut In the mean time to be a fteddy
ring }arty 18 an_honour they may
i.'a‘il{»_,; themielves with very juftly. Thus

they
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they continue fteddy to engagements
which moit of them wifh in their hearts
they had never taken; and f{uffer for prin-
ciples, in fupport of which not one of
them would venture further than talking
the treafon that claret infpires,

It refults therefore from all that has
been faid, and from the reflections which
thefe hints may fuggeft, that in whatever
light we view the drvided flate of a peo-
ple, there is none in which thefe divifions
will appear incurable, nor an union of
the members of a great community with
one another, and with their head,. unat-
tainable, It may happen in this cafe, as
it does in' many others, that things un-
common may pafs for improbable or im-
poflible: and as nothing can be more un-
common than a patriot king, there will
be no room to wonder if the nataral and
certain effets of his conduct fhould ap-
pear improbable of impoflible to many.
But there is ftill fomething more in this
cafe. Tho the union we {peak of be
{fo much for the intereft of every king and
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every people, that their glory and their

profperity muft increafe, or diminifh, ‘in
proportion as they approach nearer to it,
or are further removed from it; yet is
there another intereft, by which prinees
and people both are often impofed upon
fo far as to miftake it for their own. The
intereft 1 mean is that-of privaze ambi-
Zion. . It would be eafy to thew in many
inftances, and particularly in this, of uni-
ting inftead of dividing, and of govern-
ing by a national concurrence inftead of
governing by -the management of parties
and factions in the ftate, how widely dif-
ferent, nay how repugnant the interefls
of private ambition and thefe of yeal pa-
triotifmare, Men therefore who are warm-
ed by the firft; and have no fenfe of the
laft, will declare for drvifion, as they do
for corruption, in oppofition to uuion and
to utegrity of  government, They will
not indeed declare directly that the two
former are in the abfiract preferable, but
they will affirm with great airs of {uffi-
ciency that both are incurable ; and con-
clude from hence, that in practice it is

neceflary
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neceflary  to comply with beth, This
{ubterfuge once open, there is no falfe and
immoral meafure; in. political manage-
ment, which may not be avowed and re-
commended, But the very men who hope
to efcape by opening it, fhut it up again,
and fecure their own condemnation, when
they labour to confirm divifions, and to
propagate corruption, and thereby to cre-
ate the very: neceffity that they plead in
theirexcufe, INeceflity of this kind there
1s in reality none; for it feems full as
abfurd to fay, that popular divifions muft
be caltivated, becaufe popular union can-
not be procured, as it would be to fay
that poifon muft be poured into a wound,
becaufe it cannet be healed. The prac-
tice of morality in private life will never
arrive at ideal perfection : muft we give
up ourfelves therefore to all manner of
1mmomlity And muft thofe who are
charged with our inftrucion endeavour
to make us the moft proflicate of men,
becaufe they cannot make us fajnts ?
Experience of the depravity of human
nature made men defirous to unite in {o-
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ciety and under government, that they
might defend themielves the better a-
gainft injuries: but the fame depravity
foon infpired to fome the defign of em-
ploying focieties to invade and {poil {o-
cieties ; and to difturb the peace of the
oreat common-wealth of mankind, with
more force and effe¢t in fuch colletive
bodies, than they could do individually.
Juft fo it happens in the domeftic oe-
conomy of particular ftates: and their
peace is difturbed by the fame pafiions.
Some of their members content them-
felves with the common benefits of fo-
ciety, and employ all their induftry to
promote the public good: but fome
propofe to themfeclves a feparate intereft,
and, that they may purfue it the more ef-
fetually, they affociate with others. Thus
factions are in them, what zations are in
the world. They invade and rob one ano-
ther: and while each purfues a feparate
intereft, the common intereft is facrificed
by them all; that of mankind in one
cafe, that of fome particular community

in the other, This has been and muft
3 always
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always be in fome meafure the courfe of
human affairs, efpecially in free coun-
tries, where the paflions of men are lefs
reftrained by authority: and I am not
wild enough to fuppofe that a patriot
king can change human nature. But
I am reafonable enough to fuppofe, that

'without altering human nature he may

give a check to this courfe of human af-
fairs, in his own kingdom at leaft; that
he may defeat the defigns, and break the
{pirit of faction, inftead of partaking in
one, and ‘aflaming the other; and that
if he cannot render the union of his fub.
jects univerfal, he may render it fo gene-
ral, as to anfwer all the ends of good
government, private fecurity, public tran-
quillity, wealth, power, and fame.

- If thefe ends were ever anfwered, they
were fo, furely, in this country, in the
the days of our EL1zaseTH. She found
her kingdom full of faG&ions, and fa&ions
of another confequence and danger than
thefe of our days, whom fhe would have
difperfed with a puff of her breath, She

: could
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could not re-pnite them, it is tiue: the
papift continued a papift, the puritan 2
puritan; one furious, the other fullen,
But fhe united the great body of the peo-
ple in her and their common intereft, the
inflamed them with one national [pirit,
and thus armed, the maintained tranquil-
lity at home, and carried fuccour to her
friends and terror to her enemies abroad.
There were cabals at her court, and in-
trigues among her minifters, It is faid
too that fhe did not diflike that there
thould be {uch. But thefe were kept
within her court. They could not creep
abroad, to fow divifion among her peo-
ple: and her greateft favourite the earl
of Essex paid the price of attempting
it with his head. Let our great doétors
in politics, who preach fo learnedly on
the trite text divide & impera, compare
the conduct of EL1zABETH in this refped
with that of her fuccefior, who endez-
voured to govern his kingdom by the no-
tions of a-faétion that he raifed, and to
manage his parfiament by undertakers.:
and they muft be very obftinate indeed,

i
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if they tefufe to acknowledge, thata wife
and good prince can unite a divided peo-
ple, tho a weak and wicked prince can-
not ;- and that the confequences of na-
tional union, are glory and happinefs to
the prince and to the people, whilft thofe
of dif~union bring fhame and mifery on
both, and entail them too on pofterity.

I have dwelt long on the laft head,
not only becaufe it is of great importance
in itlelf, and atall times, but becaufe it
is rendered more {o than ever at this time,
by the unexampled avowal of contrary
principles. Hitherto it has been thought
the higheft pitch of profligacy to own,
uftead of concealing crimes; and to take
pride in them,  inftead of being athamed
of them. But in our age men have foared
to a pitch ftill higher. The firlt is com-
mon, it is the practice of numbers, and
by. their numbers they keep. one another
in countenance. - But the choice fpirits
of thefe days, the men of mode in poli-
tics, are far from {topping where crimi-
nals of all kinds have {topt when they

have
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have gone even to this point; for ges
nerally the moft hardened of the inhabi=
tants of Newgate do not go fo far.  The
men I {peak of contend, that it is not
enough to be vicious by praétice and ba-
b:¢, but that it is neceflary to be {o by
principle. They make themfelves mif-
fionaries of faction as well as of corrup-
tion : they recommend both, they deride
all fuch as imagine it poflible or fit, 'to
retain trath, integrity, and a difinterefted
regard to the public in public life, and
pronounce every man a fool who is not
ready to ac like a knave. T hope that
enough has been faid, tho much more
might have been faid, to expofe the
wickednefs of thefe men, and the abfurdi-
ty of their fchemes; and to fthew that a
patriot King may walk more eafily and
fuccefsfully in other pathsof government,
per tutum planumque iter religionis, e
Jittee, boneflatis, virtutumaque moralium.
Let me proceed, therefore, to mention two
other heads of the condu@ that fuch a
king will hold, and it fhall be my en-
deavour
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deavour not to fall into the fame pro-
lixity.

A king who efteems it his duty to
{upport, or to reftore, if that be needful,
the free conftitution of a limited mo-
narchy; who forms and maintains a wife
and good adminiftration ; who fubdues
faction, and promotes the union of his
people; and who makes their greateft
good the conftant obje@ of his govern-
ment, may be faid, no doubt, to be in
the true intereft of his kingdom. - All
the particular cafes that can arife. are
included in thefe general chara&eriftics
of a wife and good reign. And yet it
feems proper to mention, under a diftin@
head, fome particular inftances that
have not been touched, -wherein this
wildom and goodnefs will exert them-
felves.

Now tho' the true intereft of feveral
ftates may be the fame in many refpects, yet
is there always fome difference to be per-
ceived by a ufccmmg eye, both in thefe
Interefts, and in the manner of pur{uing
them; a difference that arifes from the

fitua-
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fituation of countries, from the charics
&er of people, from the nature of govern-
ment, and even from that of climate and
foil ; from circamftances ‘that are like
thefe permanent, 'and from others that
may be deemed ‘more accidental. Toils
luftrate all this by examples, would be
eafy, but leng.’ I fhall content myflf
therefore to mention, “in fome inftances
only, the difference that arifes, from the
caufes referred to, between the true-inter-
eft of -our coﬁntry, and" that of fome or
all our neighbours on the continent’; and
leave you to extend and apply in your
thoughts the comparifon ‘T thall hint at,
rather ‘than enlarge upon.

The-fituation of Grear Britain; the
charater of her people, and the nature
of her government fit her for trade and
commerce. Her climate and her foil
miake them neceffary to her well being,
By trade and commerce we orew a rich
and powerful nation, and by their de-
cay we are growing poor and impotent.
As trade and’ commerce enrich, fo they

fortify
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fortify our country. The fea is our bar-
rier, fhips are our fortrefles, and the
mariners, that trade and commerce alone
can furnifh, are the garrifons to defend
them. ZFrance lies under great difadvan-
tages in trade and commerce by the na-
ture of her government. . Her advan-
tages in fituation are as great at leaft as
ours, Thofe that arife from, the temper
and character of her people -are a little
different perhaps, and yet upon the whole
equivalent, Thofe of her climate and
her foil are fuperior to ours, and indeed
to thofe of any Ewropean nation. The
United Provinces have the {ame advan-
tages that we have in the nature of their
government, more perhaps in the tem-
per and chara&er of their people, lefs
to be fure in their fituation, - climate,
and foil. But without defcending into
a longer detail of the advantages and dif-
advantages attending each of thefe nations
in trade  and commerce, it is fufficient
for my prefent purpofe to obferve, that
Great Britain ftands in a certain middle

between the other two, with regard to
N wealth
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wealth and power -arifing from thefe
fprings. - A lefs, and a lefs conftant, ap-
plication to the improvement of thefe
may ferve the ends of France; a agreater
18 neceflary in this country ; and a greater
full in Holland. The French may im-
prove their natural wealth and power by
the improvement of trade and commerce.
We can have no wealth, nor power by
confequence, as Europe is now conftituted,
without the improvement of them, not
in any degree but proportionably to this
improvement. The Dutch cannot fub-
fift without them. They bring wealth to
other nations, and are neceflary to the
well being of them; but they fupply the
Dutch with food and raiment, and are
neceflary even to their being.

The refult of what has been faid is, 7z
general, that the wealth and power of all
nations - depending fo much on their
trade and commerce, and every nation
being, like the three I have mentioned, in
fuch different circumftances of advantage
or difadvantage in the purfuit of this com-
mon “intereft ;' a good government, and

therefore
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therefore the government of a patriot
king, will be dire@ed conftantly to make
the moft of every advantage that nature
has given, orart'can procure towards the
improvement of trade and commerce,
And this is one of the principal criterions,
by which we are to judge whether go-
vernorsare in the true intereft of the peo-
ple, or not,

It refults, 7n particular, that Great
Britain might improve her wealth and
power in a proportion fuperior to that of
any nation who can be deemed her rival,
if the advantages fthe has were as' wifely
cultivated, asthey will be in the reign of
a patriot king. To be convinced more
thoroughly of'this truth a very fhort pro-
cefs of reafoning will fuffice.” Let any
man, who has knowledge enough for ir,
firft compare the natural ftate of  Grear
Britain, and of the United Provinces, and
then their artificial flate together; that
is, ‘let him confider minutely “the advan-
tages' we have by the fituation, extent,
and nature of ‘our ifland, over the inhabi=
tants of a few falt marthes gained on the

N 2 Sea,
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fea, and hardly defended from it: and
after that, let him confider how nearly
thefe provinces have raifed themfelves to
an equality of wealth and power with the
kingdom of Great Britain, From whence
arifes this difference of improvement? It
arifes plainly from hence: the Dutch
have been, from the foundation of their
common-wealth, a nation of pafriots
and merchants. The fpirit of that people
has not been diverted from thefe two
objets, the defence of their liberty, and
the improvement of their trade and com-
merce ; which have been carried on by
them with upinterrupted and unflackened
application, induftry, order, and oeco-
nomy. In Great Britain the cafe has
not been the fame, in either refpect; but
here we confine ourfelves to fpeak of the
laft alone,

~ Trade and commerce, fuch as they
were in thofe days, had been fometimes,
and in fome inftances, before the reign of
Queen Ex1zABETH, encouraged and 1m-
proved : but the great encouragements

were given, the great extenfions and im-
prox’emcnts
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provements were made, by that glorious
princefs, To her we owe that fpirit of
domeftic and foreign trade which is not
quite extinguifhed. It was fhe who gave
that rapid motion to cur whole mercan-
tile {yftem which is not entirely ceafed.
They both flagged wunder her fucceffor;
were not revived under his fon; were
checked, diverted, clogged, and inter-
rupted, during our civil wars: and be-
gan to exert new wvigour after the reftora-
tion in a long courfe of peace; but met
with new difficulties too from the con-
firmed rivalry of the Du#ch, and the grow-
ing rivalryof the French. To one of thefe
the pufillanimous charadter of JaMEs
the firft gave many feandalous occafions:
and the other was favoured by the con-
du& of Cuaryesthe fecond, who never
was in the true intereft of the people he
governed. From the revolution to the
death of queen AnNE, however trade and
commerce might be aided and .encou-
raged in other refpects, they were necef-
farily fubjefted to depredations abroad,
and over-loaded by taxes at home, during

the
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the courfe of two great wars. From the
acceflion of the late king to this hour, in
the midft of a full peace, the debts of
the nation continue much the fame, the
taxes have been encreafed, and for eighteen
years of this time we have tamely fuffered
continual depredations from the moft
contemptible maritime power in Europe,
that of Spain.

A patriot king will neither negle&, nor
facrifice his country’sintereft. No other
intereft, neither a foreign nor a dome-
ftic, neither a public nor 2 private, will
influence his condu&@ in covernment,
He will not multiply taxes wantonly,
nor keep up thofe unneceflarily which
neceflity has laid, that he may keep up
legions of tax-gatherers. He will not
continue national debts by all forts of po-
litical and other profufion; nor, more
wickedly flill, by a fettled purpofe of op-
prefling and impoverithing the people,
that he may with greater eafe corrupt
fome, and govern the whole, according
to the ditates of his paflions and arbitra-
ry willl To give eafe and encourage-
ment to manufactory at home, to affift

and
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and protect trade abroad, to improve and
keep in heart the national colonies, like
fo many farms of -the mother-country,
will be principal and conftant parts of
the attention of fuch a prince. 'The
wealth of the nation he will moft juftly
clieem to be his wealth, the power his
power, the fecurity and the honour, his
{ecurity and honour: and, by the very
means by which he promotes the two
firft, he will wifely preferve the two laft;
for by thefe means, and by thefe alone,
can the great advantage of the jftuation
of this kingdom be taken and improved.

Great Brifain is an fland : and whilft
nations on tH; continent are at immenfe
charge in maintaining their barriers, and
perpetually on "1“f=1r guard, and frequent-
ly embroiled to extend or ftrengthen them,
Great Britfain may, 1f her governours
pleafe, accumulate wealth in maintain-
ing hers ; make herfelf fecure from inva-
ﬁons, and be ready to invade others when
her own immediate intere(t or the gene-
ral intereft of Burope rcqnirc it, Of all
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which Queen ELIZABET H s reign is a me-
morable example, and undeniable proof.
T faid the general intereft of Europe, be-
¢aufe it feems to me that this alone fhould
¢eall our councils off from an almoft en-
tire application to their domeftic and
proper bufinefs.  Other nations - muft
watch over every motion of their neigh-
bours ; penetrate, if they can, every de-
fign ; forefee every minute event, and take
part by fome engagement or other in
almoft every conjuncture that arifes. But
as we cannot be eafily nor fuddenly at-
tacked, and as we ought not to aim at
any acquifition of territory on the con-
tinent, it may be our intereft to watch
the fecret workings of the feveral coun-
cils abroad ; to advife, and warn; to abet,
and oppofe : but it never can be our true
intereft eafily and officioufly to entér into
attion, much lefs into engagements that
imply a&ion and expence. Other na-
tions, like the Pelites or light-armed
troops, ftand foremoft in the field, and
fkirmith perpetually. When a great war

begins, we ought to look on the powers
of
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of the continent, to whom we incline,
like the two firft lines, the Principes and
Hapftati of a Roman army; and on our-
{elves, like the Triariz, that are not to
charge with thefe legions on every occa-
fion, but to be ready for the conflict when-
ever the fortune of the day, be it fconer
or later, calls us to it, and the fum of
things, or the general interefl, makes it
neceffary.

This is that poff of advantage and bo-
nour, which our fingular fituation among
the powers .of Eurepe determines us, or
thould determine us, to take, in all dif=
putes that bappen on the Continent. If
we neglect it, and diffipate .our firength
on occafions that touch us remotely or
indireCtly ; we are governed by men who
do not know the true intereft of this ifland,
or who have fome other inteteft more at
heart, If we adhere to it, fo at leaft as
to deviate little and feldom from it, as
we thall do whenever we are wifely and
honeftly governed, then will this nation
make her proper figure, and a great one
it will be, By a continual attention to

improve
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improve her natural, that is her maritime
itrength, by collecting all her forces with-
in herfelf, and referving them to be laid
out on great occafions, fuch as regard
her immediate interefts and her honour,
or {uch as are truly important to the ge-
neral fyftem of power in Europe; fhe
may be the arbitrator of differences, the
guardian of ltberty, and the preferver of
that Balance, which has been {o much
talked of, and is fo little underftood.

“ Are we never to be foldiers? you
will fay.  Yes, conftantly, in fuch pro-
portion as is neceflary for the defence of
good government. To eftablith fuch a
military force as none but bad governours
can want, Is to eftablifh tyrannical power
m the king or in the minifters; and
may be wanted by the latter, when the
former would be fecure without his ar-
my, if he broke his minifter, Occafion-
ally too we muft be foldiers, and for of-
fence as well as defence ; but in propor-
tion tc the nature of the conjuncture,
confidered always relatively to the diffgr-
ence here infifted upon, between our fi-

tuation,
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tuation, our intereft, and the nature of
our {trength, compared with thofe of the
other powers of Lurope ; and not in pro=
portion- to -the defires, or even to the
wants, of the nations with whom we are
confederated. Like other amphibious ani-
mals, we muft come occafionally on
thore: but the water is more properly
our element, and in it, like them, as we
find our greateft fecurity, o we exert our
areateft force,

T’
deferves to be confidered, and reconfider-
ed, by every man who has, or may have
any fhare in the government of Gsegs
Britain. For we have not only departed
too much from our true national intereft
in this relpe ; but we have done o with
the general applaufe even of well-meane
ing men, who did not difcern that we
walted ourfelves by an improper applica-
tion of our ftrength in conjunGures, when
we might have ferved the common caufe

What I touch-upon here, very fhortly

far more ufefully, nay with entire cffect
y a proper application of our natural
rength, There was fomething more than

i
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this. Armies grew fo much into fathion
in time of war, among men who meant
well to their country, that they who mean
ill to it have kept, and keep them fill
up in the profoundeft peace: and the
number of our foldiers, in this ifland
alone, 1s almoft double to that of our
feamen. ‘That they are kept up againft
foreign enemies, cannot be faid with
any colour. If they are kept for fhew,
they are ridiculous. If they are kept for
any other purpofe whatever, they are too
dangerous to be fuffered. A patriot king,
feconded by minifters attached to the true
intereft of their country, would foon re-
form this abufe, and fave a great part of
this expence; or apply it in a manner
preferable even to the faving it, to the
maintainance of a body of marine foot,
and to the charge of a regifter of thirty
or forty thoufand feamen. Butno thoughts
like thefe, no great defigns for the honour
and intereft of the kingdom, will be en-
tertained, till men who have this honour

and intereft at heart arife to power.
I come
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I come now to the laft head, under
which I fhall confider the charaéter and
condult of a patriot king: and let it not
be thought to be of the leaft importance,
tho it may feem at the firft mention to
concern appearances rather than realities,
and to be nothing more than a circum-
flance contained in or implied by the
great parts of the chara&er and condu&t
of fuch a king. It is of his perfonal be-
haviour, of his manner of living with
other men, and, in a word, of his private
as well as public life that I mean to fpeak.
It is of that decency and grace, that bien-
féance of the French, that decorum of the
Latins, that wperoy of the Greeks, which
can never be refle@ed on any charalter
that is not laid in virtue: but for want
of which, a chara&er that is fo laid will
lofe at all times part of the luftre belong-
ing to it, and may be fometimes not a
little mif-underftood and under-valued.
Beauty is not feparable from bealth, nor
this /uftre, faid the ftoics, from virfues
but as a man may be bealthful without

being

" ;“'F-—' i
e Ta a1

A

5

3
o
I'. L]




198 THE IDEA OF
being handfome, fo he may be virtupus
without being amiable,

There are certain finithing ftrokes, a
laft 'hand 'as we commonly fay, to be
given to all the works of art. When
that is not given, we may fee the excel-
lency of a general defign, and the beau-
ty of fome particalar parts. A judgé of
the art may fee further; he may' allow
for what is wanting, ‘and difcern the full
merit of a compleat work in one that is
imperfe.  But vulgar eyes will not be
fo firuck. The work will appear to them
defe&tive, - becaufe unfinithed: fo that
without knowing precifely what they dif-
like, they mayadmire; but they will not
be pleafed. Thus in moral charaéters,
tho every part be virtuous and great, or
tho the few and {mall defects in it be
concealed under the blaze of thofe thining
qualities that compenfate for them ; yet
18 not this enough even 1n private life: it
1s lefs fo in public life, and ftill lefs fo,
in that of a prince, |

There is a certain /pecies liberalis, more
ealily underftood than explained, and felt

1
than
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than defined, that muft be acquired and
rendered habitual to him. A certain pro-
priety of words and acions, that refults
from their conformity to nature and cha-
racter, muft always accompany him, and
create an air'and manner, that run uni-
formly thro the whole tenour of his con-
ductand bebaviour: which air and man-
ner are {o far from any kind or degree of
affectation, ‘that they cannot be attained
except by him who is void of all affe@a-
tion. We may illuftrate this to our-
{elves, and make it more fenfible, by re-
flecting on the condu of good dramatic
or epic writers. . They draw. the cha-
racters which ' they: bring on the fcene
from nature, they fuftain them thro the
whole piece; and make their aGors fiei-
ther fay nor do any thing that is not ex-
actly proper to' the chara&er each of
them reprefents,  Oderint dum metuant,
came properly out of the mouth of a L=
rant; but Euripipes would never have
put that execrable fentence into the mouth
of Minos or Aacus,

A man
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A man of fenfe and virtue both will
not fall into any ‘great impropriety of
charaGer, or indecency of conduct, But
he may flide or be furprized into {mall
ones, from a thoufand reafons, and in a
thoufand manners, which I fhall not ftay
to enumerate, Againt thefe, therefore,
even men, who are incapable of falling
into the others, muft be flill on their
guard, and no men fo much as princes.
When their minds are filled and their
hearts warmed with frue notions of go-
vernment, when they know their duty,
and Jove “their people, they will not fail
in the great parts they are to act, in the
council, in the field, and in all the ar-
duous affairs that belong to their kingly
office : at leaft they will not degiz to fail,
by failing in Zhem. But as they are men,
fufceptible of the fame imprefiions, liable
t6 the fame errors, and- expofed to the
fame paffions, fo they are likewife ex-
pefed to more and ftronger temptations,
than others. Befides, the elevation in
which they are placed, as it gives them

great advantages, gives them great difad-
vantages

X
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ntages too, that often countervail the
fo;mel. 'Thus for in

ftance, a little me-~

7if1n 2 rlmbe 18 feen and felt by num-

)

bers: 1t is multiplied, as it were, and in
proportion to this effect his reputation is
raifed by it. But then, a little fas/ing is
fcen and felt by humbers too ¢ it is mul=
tiplied in the fame manner, and his re-

putation finks in the fame proportion,

4
L]

I fpoke above of defe&s that may be
concealed under the blaze of creat and

Fam

} rﬁ!

thining qualities, ‘This may be the cafe:
it has bc&r that of fome princ There
gocs a tradition, that HENRY the Fourth
of France alked a Spani/h ambaflador,
what miftrefies the king of Sparn had?
The ambaffador replied, like a :i'ormal pe-
dant, that his mafter was a prince who
feared God, and bad no miitrefs
queen, -Henry the Fourth felt the re-
”':5:'01, and afked him in return with
fome contempt, ¢ Whether ‘his- maft
< had not virtues enough to'cover oné

3
£ vice ?

(F

< 1
The faults or de

covered or compeniated, are, -think;




202 THEIDEA OF

thofe of the man, rather than thofe of
the king ; fuch as arife from conftitution,

and the nafural rather than the moral

chara&er ; fuch as may be deemed acci-

dental ftarts of paflion, or accidental re-

mifsnefs in fome unguarded hours; fur-

prizes, if I may fay fo, of the man on

the king, When thefe happen feldom,

and pafs foon, they may be hid, like

fpots in the fun, but they are fpots fiill.
He, who has the means of {eeing them,

will fee them : and he, who has not, may

feel the effects of them without knowing
precifely the caufe. When they conti-
nue (for here is the danger, becaufe, if
they continue, they will increafe ) they are

{pots no longer : they {pread a general

fhade, and obfcure the light in which

they were drowned before, The virtues

of the king are loft in the vices of the

man.

ALEXANDER had violent paffions, and
thofe for wine and women were predo-
minant, after his ambition. ‘They were
Jpots i his characer before they prevailed
by the force of habit: as foon as they

began
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began to do fo, the king and the hero
appeared lefs, the rake and bully more.
Perfepolis was burnt at the inftigation of
Trals,andCryruswaskilled in a drunk-
en brawl, Herepented indeed of thefe two
horrible actions, and was again the king
and hero upon many occafions; but he
had not been enough on his guard, when
the ftrongeft incitements to vanity and
to fenfual pleafures offered themfelves at
every moment to him: and when he ftood
in all his eafy hours furrounded by wo-
men and eunuchs, by the pandars, para-
fites, and buffoons of a voluptuous court,
they who could not approach the king,
approached the man, and by feducing the
man, they betrayed the king, His faults
became habits. The Macedonians, who
did not or would not fee the one, faw the
other; and he fell a facrifice to their re-
fentments, to their fears, and to thofe
factions that will arife under an odious
government, as well as under one that

grows into contempt.
Other charaéters might be brought to
contrafte with this. The firft Scipio Arr1I-
O 2 CANUS
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CANUS, for cmmpxc or the eldeft CaTo?
and there will be no cbje&ion to a com-
parifon of fuch citizens of Rome as thefe
were with kings of the firft magnitude;
Now. the reputation of the firft Scipio
was not fo clear and uncontroverted in
private as in public life ; nor was he al-
lowed by all, to be a man of fuch fevere
virtue, as he affected, and as that age re-

ldt a i\

CJ
quired. Nazvius wa thought to mear
himinfome verfesGELL1Us has pr;:i’*crved:
and VALERIUS ANTIAS quc no f};rup“
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women. Men did notjudge in the days of
the elder CaTo We;]mp s, a8 SENECA was
ready to do in thofe of the younger, that
drunkennefs could be no crime if Cato
drank : but CaTo’s paffion, as well as that
of Scirro, was fubdued and kept under
by his public charac&er. His virtue warm-
ed, inftead of cooling, by this indulgence
to his genius or natural tcmper : and one
may gather from what TuLLy puts into
his mouth in the treatife concerning old
ﬂge, that even his love of wine was ren-
dered fubfervient, inftead of doing hurt,
to the meafures he purfued in his public
naracter,

(--n-'emc leave to infift a little on the two
rj_ F |

frft Czsars, and on MARC ANTroNY.

pad

quote none of them as good men, but
I may quote them all as great men, and
therefore properly in this place; fince 2
patriot kKing muft avoid the defe@s that
diminith a2 great charaéter, as well as
thofe that corru pta good one, Old Cy-
R10 called jULl us Ca&sar the hufband
ofevery wife, and the wife of every huf-
band, referripg to hi

o

known adulteries,
2 and

+
wt

O




206 THE IDEA OF

and to the compliances that he was fuf-
pected of in his youth for NicomEDEs.
Even his own foldiers in the licence of a
triumph fung lampoons on him for his
profufion as wellaslewdnefs, The youthof
AvcusTus was defamed as much as that
of Jurius CEsAR, and both as much as
that of ANTHONY. When Rome wasran-
facked by the pandars of AugusT Us, and
matrons and virgins were {tiipped and
fearched like flaves in a market, to choofe
the fitteft to fatisfy hisluft, did ANTHONY
do more ? When Jurivus fet no bounds te
his debauches in Egypf, except thofe that
fatiety impofed, poftquam epulis bacchogue
modum laflata- voluptas impofuit, when
he trifled away his time withCLEOPATR A
in the very crifis of the civil war, and tll
his troops refufed to follow him any fur-
ther in his effeminate progrefs up the
Nile — did AnTrony do more? No, all
three had vices which would have been
fo little borne in any former age of Rowme,
that no man could have raifed himfelf
under the weight of them to popularity
and to power. But we muft not wonder

that
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that' the people, who bore the #yrants,
bore the /lbertines; nor that indulgence
was fthewn to the vices of the great, ina
city where univerfal corfruption and pro-
fligacy of manners were eftablithed: and
yet even in this city, and among thefe de-
generate Romans, certain it is that diffe-
rent appearances, with the fame vices,
helped tomaintain the Cz&sars,and ruined
AnTHONY. I might produce many anecs
dotes to fhew how the two- former {aved
appearances whilft their vices were the
moft flagrant, and made (o much amends
for the appearances they had not {aved,
by thofe of a contrary kind, thata great
part at leaft of all which was faid to de-
fame them, might pafs, and did pafs, for
the calumny of party.

But AnTrONY threw off all decorum
from the firlt, and continued to do fo to
the laft. Not only wvice, but zndecency
became habitual to him, He ceafed to
be a general, a conful, a triumvir, a ci-
tizen of Rome. He became an Egyptian
king, funk into luxurious effeminacy, and
proved he was unfit to govern men, by
' O 4 {uffering
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fuffering himfelf to be governed by
woman. - His vices hurt him, but his
babits ruined him. If a political modefty
at leaft had made him difguife the firft,
they would have hurt him lefs, and he
might have efcaped the laft : but he was
fo little fenfible of this, - that in a frag-
ment of one of his letters to AvGusTUS,
wlhcm SUETONIUS has preferved, he en-
deavours to juftify himfelf by pleading this
very babit. ¢ What matter is it whom
“ we lic with?-fays he: thisletter may
¢ find you perhaps with TERTULLA, OF
‘“TERENTILLA, orothers thathe names.
¢ I lie with CLeorATR A, and have Enot
* done {o thefe nine years?”

Thefe great examples, which T have
produced, not to encourage vice, butto
fhew more firongly the advantages of de-
cency in private behaviour, may appear
in fome fort figures bigger than,the life.
Iew virtues and few wvices grow up, in
thefe parts of the world, and in thefe
latter ages, to the e fize of thole 1 have
menti o.lcd and none have fuch feenes
wherein to exert ‘themfelves, But the
truths

I
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truths I am defirous to inculcate will be
as juftly delivered in ii;"-_-_:- manner, and
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1man nature, that run the fame courfe
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thro the con E'U,:fl of princes; and‘have the
ame effets on their charalters; ‘and cons

fequently on their government-and their
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fortune, haveall the proportion-neceflary
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that commondecorum which refults from
nature, and which reafon preferibes; a=
bandons the particular decorums of this

country or that, of this age or that; which

r::z:tlt from mode, and which cuftomex=-
ats. It matters little, for inftance; whe=
ther a prince gives himfelf up'to the more
orofs luxury of the Weft; or to the more
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refined loxury of the Eafty whether he

1

become the {lave of ‘a domeftic harlot,
or of a foreign queen; infhort,” whether
he forget himitii in the arms o
whore, or of twenty; and whether he imiz

tate ANTHONY, ora King of Achin, who

Toert 3

1 B & R :\'
1s reported to have pafied his wholetime
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in a feraglio, eating, drinking, chewing
betel, playing with women, and talking
of cock-fighting,

To fum up the whole and draw to a
conclufion : this decency, this grace,
this propriety of manners to charaéier, is
{o eflential to princes in particular, that
whenever it is neglected, their virtues
lofe a great degree of luftre, and their de-
fe@s acquire much aggravation. Nay
more, by neglecting this decency and
this grace, and for want of a fuflicient
regard to appearances, even their virtues
may betray them into failings, their fail-
ings into vices, and their vices into ha-
bits unworthy of princes and unworthy
of men.

The conflitutions of governments, and
the different fempers and characters of
people, may be thought juitly to deferve
fome confideration, in determining the
behaviour of princes in private life as well
as in public; and toput a difference, for
inflance, between the decorum of a king
of France, and that of a king of Great

Britan.
Lewss
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LEewis the Fourteenth was king in an
abfolute monarchy, and reigned over a
people whofe genius makes it as fit per-
haps to impofe on them by admiration
and awe, as to gain and hold them by
affeCtion.  Accordingly he kept great
ftate; was haughty, was referved; and
all he faid or did appeared to be fore-
thought and planned. His regard to ap-
pearances was fuch, that when his mi-
ftrefs was the wife of another man, and
he had children by her every year, he
endeavoured to cover her conftant refi-
dence at court by a place the filled about
the queen : and he dined and fupped and
cohabited with the latter in every appa-
rent refpect as if he had had no miftrefs.
at all. Thus he raifed a great reputation;
he was revered -by his fubje@s, and ad-
mired by his neighbours: and this was due
principally to the art with which he ma-
naged appearances, {0 as to fet off his vir-
tues, to difguife bis failings and his vices,
and by his example and authority to keep
a veil drawn over the futility and debauch
of his court.

His
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His fucceffor, not to the throne, but
to the {overeign power, was a mecte rake;
with fome wit; and no morals ; nay, with

1

r ., L 1
fo little 'f,“ud to tm,u. that he made

speared 10 his whole condid@ moré
fa . o | 321 o
profligate, if that could be; than'he was

. | et " e

in 1?1‘15:::&;?..-;*. I he difterence ‘between

thele chara&ters foon 2 appeare ‘-. in abomi-
K ; 6]

nable effe@s; fuch ‘as; crue ty apart,
might recal the memory of N&Ro, orin
he other fexy- that of MEssarLina,; and
1
11

i

1

!
fuch as I leave the chroniclers of {canda
torelate.

QurErizABETH was queen mna limit-
ed monarchy, and reigned over a people
at:all times more eafily led than driven;
and at that time capable of being attached
to their pr:r-cc and their ‘country, by a
MOre generous:pring ciple thanany of thofe
which prevail: in our days; by afection.
‘There was 2 fkrong prerogative tnul in
being, and the crown was in pofleflion
of greater legal power. Popviamy was
however then; as it is now; and as it muft
be always in mixed government,  the fole
truc

(&)
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true foundation of that fufficient autho-
v and influen which. other conftitu-
tions give the p:‘inCc gratis, and indepen-
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marks of coquetry appeared on fome
occafions, they pafled like flathes of light-
ning, vanifhed as foon as they were dif-
cerned, and imprinted no blot on her
chara&er. She had private friendfhips,
the had fawourites : but {he never {uffered
her friends to forget fhe was their queen;
and when her favourites did, {he made
them feel that the was fo.

Her fucceflor had no virtues to fet off,
but he had failings and vices to conceal.
He could not conceal the latter ; and, void
of the former, he could not compenfate
for them. His failings and his ‘vices
therefore ftanding in full view, he paffed
for a weak prince and an ill man; and
fell into all the contempt wherein his
memory remains to this day. The me-
thods he took, to preferve himfelf from it,
ferved but to confirm him in 1t. No man
can keep the decorum of manners in life,
who is not free from every kind of gffecta-
tiom, as it has been faid already: but he
who affe@s what he has no pretenfions to,
or what is improper to his character and
rank in the world, is guilty of moft con-

fummate
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fummate folly: he becomes doubly un-
gracious, doubly indecent, and quite ridi-
culous. James the firft, not having one
quality to conciliate the efteem or affec-
tion of his people to him, endeavoured
to 1mpofe on their underftandings ; and
to create a refpect for himfelf, by fpread-
ing the moft extravagant notions about
kings in general, as if they were middle
beings between God and other men; and
by. comparing the extent and unfearchable
myfteries of their power and prerogative
to thofe of the divine providence, His
language and his bebaviour were com-
monly fuited to fuch foolith pretenfions;
and thus by afluming a claim to fuch re-
fpect and fubmiffion as were not due to
him, heloft a great part of what was due
to him. In fhort, he begun at the wrong
end; for tho the fhining qualities of the
king may cover fome failings and fome
vices that do not grow up to ftrong habits
in the man, yet muft the charater of a
§reat and good king be founded in that
of a great and good man. A king who
lives out of the fight of his fubjects, or

I is
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is never feen by them except on his throné,
can {carcebe a.upiﬁfd asa man, tho he may
be hated as a king. But the king who

r.«

lives more in their fight, and more under

their obfervation;, may be defpifed before

1

he is hated, and even without being hated.
'This happened to king James: a thou-
fand circumitances :J--uu;_:r;ht it to pafs; and
none more than the 7ndecent wealkneffes he
had for his mznions.  He diL not endea-
vour to cure this contempt and raife his
character, ‘ohly by affecting what he had

no pretenfions to, as.in tie
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but ke endeavoured likewife umf’c vainly
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their heads, nor the {ceptre in their hands,
Vanity and fo/ly muft entrench themfelves
in a conflant affetation of ftate to pre-
ferve regal dignity: a wife prince will
know how to preferve it when he lays
his majefty afide, He will dare to ap-
pear a private man, and in that charac-
ter he will draw to himfelf a refpe lefs
oftentatious, but more real and more
pleafing to him, than any which is paid
to the monarch, By never Jaying what
is unfit for him to fay, he will never Aear
what is unfit for him to hear. By never
doing what is unfit for him to de, he will
never /ee what isunfit for him to fee, De-
cency and propriety of manners are fo far
from leflening the pleafures of life, that
they refine them, and give them an
higher tafte: they are fo far from re-
ftraining the free and eafy commerce of
{ocial life, that they banith the bane of
it, licentioufnefs of behaviour. Ceremo-
7y 1s the barrier againft this abufe of
liberty in public; politenc/i and decency
are {o in private: and the prince, who
practifes and exalts them, will amufe
him{elf
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himfelf much better, and coblige thofe
who have the honour to be in his inti-
macy,and to {hare his pleafures with him;
much more, than he could pofiibly do
by the moft abfolute and unguarded fa-
miliarity.

That which is here recommended to
princes, that conftant guard on their own
chaviour even in private life, and that
conftant decorum which their example
ought to exaét from others, will not be

L L

L.,
(}

"
 §

found fo difficult in pratice as may be
imagined ; if they ufe a proper difcern~
ment in the choice of the perfons whom
they admit to the neareft degrees of in-
timacy with them. A prince fhould chufe
his companions with as great care as his
minifiers. 1t he trufts the dufine/s of his
ftate to thefe, he trufls his charaller to
thofe : and his character will depend on
theirs: much more than is commonly
thought. General experienee will lead
men to judge that a {fimilitude of cha-
racter Lu.,-tn.ilflll“f’a the choice ;s even when

chance, indulgence to aflidu:
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fhare in the introduion of men unwor-
thy of fuch favour. ~But, in fuch cafes,
certain it is that they, who judged wrong
at firft concerning him, will judge right
at laft, He is not a trifler, for inftance.
Be it fo: but if he takes trifling futile
creatures, men of mean characters, or of
no charater, into his intimacy, he thews
a difpofition to become fuch, and will be-
come fuch, unlefs he breaks thefe habits
early, and before puerile amufements are
grown up to be the bufinefs of his life,
I mean that the minds of princes, like the
minds of other men, will be éf'azxg[}f dowon
infen{ibly to the fore of the company they
keep.

A worle confequence even than this
may follow a want of difcernment in
princes how to chufe their companions,
and how to condu& themfelves in private
life, Silly kings have refigned them-
felves to their minifiers, have fuffered thefe
to ftand between them and their people,
and have formed no judgments, nor taken
any meafures on their own knowledge,
but all implicitly on the reprefentations:

made
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made to them by their minifters, Kings
of fuperior capacity have refigned them-
elves in the fame manner to their fzvou-
rites, male and female, have fuffered
thefe to ftand between them and their
moft able and faithful counfellors: their
judgments have been influenced, and their
meafures direted by infinuations of wo-
men, or of men as little fitted as women,
by nature and education, to be hearkened
to, n the great affairs of government,
Hiftory is full of fuch examples; -all me-
lancholy, many tragical! fufficient, one
would imagine, to deter princes, if at-
tended to, from permitting the compa-
nions of their idle hours, or the inftru-
ments of - their pleafures, -to exceed the
bounds of thofe provinces., Should a mi-
nifter of ftate pretend to vie with any of
thefe, about the forms of a drawing room,
the regulation of a ruelle, the decoration
of a ball, or the drefs of a fine lady, he
would be thought ridiculous, and he would
be truly fo. But then are not any of thefe

0

impertinent, when they prefume to med-
dle in things at leaft as much abdove them,
as thofe that have been mentioned are be-

P4 low
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Jow the others? And are not princes who
{uffer them to do {o, unaccountably weak?

What fhall I fay further on this head?
Nothing more is neceflary. Let me wind
it up therefore by afferting this great
truth, that refults from what has been
already faid; As he can never fill the
charaéter of a patriot king, tho his per-
fonal great and good qualities be in every
other refpe&t equal to it, who lies open
to the flattery of courtiers, to the feduc-
tion of women, and to the partialities and
affeGions which are eafily contratted by
too great indulgence in private life; fo
the prince who is defirous to eftablifh this
character, muft obferve fuch a decorum,
and keep fuch a guard on himfelf, as
may prevent even the fufpicion of being
liable to fuch influences. For as the rea-
lity would ruin, the very fufpicion will
leflen him in the opinion of mankind:
and the opinion of mankind, which is
Jame after death, is fuperior frength and
*@_awer in life,

.AN D
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Axp now, if the principles and mea-
{ures of condu&, laid down in this dif-

courfe, as neceflary to conftitute that
greateft and moft glorious of human

beings, a patriot king, be fufficient to
this purpofe; let us confider too how
eafy it is, or ought to be, to efta-
blith them in the minds of princes.
They are founded on true propofitions,
all of which are obvious, nay, many of
them f{elf-evident. They are confirmed
by univerfal experience. In a word, no
underflanding can refift them, and none
but the weakeft can fail, or be mifled, in
the application of them. To a prince
whofe heart is corrupt, it is in vain to
{peak, and for fuch a prince I would not
be thought to write. But if the heart of
a prince be not corrupt, thefe truths will
find an eafy ingreffion thro the under-
ftanding to it. Let us confider again,
what the fure, the neceflary effects of fuch
prirmipics and meafures of condu& mufit
be, to the prince, and to the people. On
this fubject let the imagination range
thro the whole glorious {cene of a pa-

P4 triot
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triot reign: the beauty of  the idea will
mnfpire thofe tranfports, which ;’LATO
imagiaed the vifion of virtue would
infpire, if virtue could be feen. - What
in truth ¢an be fo lovely ? - what
venerable, as to contemplate a king o1
whom the eyes of a whole people are

.

f;.x-::d, hlled with admiration, and glow-

ing with affeCtion? a king, in the temper
o)

of whofe government, like that of NER-
V4, things fo-feldom mhpd as cm“&m and

r‘.-

v rwd c:..vruf:lmtc one
teal effence ? What fpeGacle can be pre-
£
fented to the view of the mind o rare,
fo nearly divine, as a king poflefied of
ablolute power; neither uﬁwnﬁa by fraud
nor-maintained by for bu‘t the genuine
efiect of efteem, of LC[ILJC‘I] e, and affec-

. ~
1+ {

3
tion ; the free o u; of fff;ser; ¥y~ Who-fihds

&
Vit 4 L4

her greateft ALHLJL\, 1n this power, ‘and

e j = e Bl T SR he =,
V/ORId delire no other if the prince on the
o = Ta L T A M ST RUSIECLAER ke e i Sy
throne could be, what his cople with
[ A “nl f-fre =
immortal, Of {uch a prince,
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and of fuch a prince alone, it may be faid
with ftrict propriety and truth,

Volentes
Per populos dat jura, viamgue affestat
1 hT
Olympi.

Civil fury will have no pacc in this
draught: or, if the monfter is {een e

muft be feen as Zirgi/ defcribes him,

Centum vinilus catenis
Poft tergum nodis, fremit borridus ore
cruento.

He muft be feen fubdued, bound, chain-
ed, and deprived entirely of power to do
hurt. In his place, concord will appear,
brooding peace and profperity on the hap-

py land; joy fitting in evuy face, content
in every heart ; a people unopprefied, un-
difturbed, unalarmed ; bufy to improve
their private property and the publi(: ftock ;
fleets coveri ing the ocean ; bri Inging home
wealth by the returns of mdu")rry, carry-
g affiftance or terror abroad by the direc-
tion of wifdom ; and afferting g triumph-
antly the right and the h{nhur of Great

Britain,

= .I..,'-‘,'i_;‘,'g;.l__'.;:__'-” T
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Britarn, as far as watersroll and as winds
can waft them.

Thofe who live to fee fuch happy days,
and to a@ in fo glorious a {cene, will per-
haps call to mind with fome tendernefs
of fentiment, when he is no more, a man,
who contributed his mite to carry on {0
good a work, and who defired life for
nothing fo much, as to fee 2 king of
Great Britain the moft popular man in
his country, and a patriot king at the head

of an united pcoplc,
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Of the State of PARTIES
at the Acceffion of King
GEoRrRGE I

Perceive by yours that my difcourfe
of the chara@er and condu& of 2 pa-
triot King, in that article which relates
to pariy, has not entirely fatisfied your
expectations, You expected, from fome
things that I remember to have faid to
you 1n converfation, and others that have
fallen on that occafion from my pen, a
more particular application of thofe oc-
neral rea{"onings to the prefent time, and
to the ftate of parties, from the late king’s
acceflion to the throne, The fubje&t is
delicate enough, and yet I fhall {peak up-
on it what zruth exa@s from me, with
the utmoft franknefs : for I know all our
parties
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parties t00 well, to efteem any ; and I arit
too old, and too refigned to my fate, tG
want, or to fear any.
Whatever anecdotes you have been told,
for you arc too young to have feen the
paffages of the timesI am going to men=
tion, and whatever prepofleffions you haye
had, take thefe faéls for undoubted truths:
that there was no defign on foot duting
the four laft years of queen ANNE's reign
to fet afide the fuccefiion of the houfe of
Hanover, and to place the crown on the
head of the pretender to it; norany party
formed for this purpofe at the time of the
death of that princefs; whole memory i
honour, and therefore feel a juft indigna-
#on at the irreverence with which we
have feen it treated. If fuch a defign had
been on foot during that time, there were
moments when the execution of it would
not have been difficult, or dangerous e-
nough, to have ftopped men of the moft
moderate refolution. Neither could a de-
fign of that nature have been carried on
fo long, tho it was not carried into exe-
cution, without leaving fome traces, which
would
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would have appeared when fuch ftrit jn-
quifitions were made; when the papers
of fo many of the queen’s fervants were
feized, and even her own papers, even
thofe the had fealed up to be burnt after
her death, were expofed to fo much in-
decent infpection. But laying afide all
arguments of the probable kind, I deny
the fa& abfolutely: and I have the better
title to expet credit, becaufe it could not
be true without my knowledge, or at
leaft {ufpicion of it; and becaufe even
they who believed it, for all who afferted
it did not believe it, had ho proof to pro-
duce, nor have to this hour, but vain
furmifes; nor any authority to reft upon,
but the clamour of party. <

‘That there were particular men, who
correfponded indire@ly and dire@ly too
with the pretender, and with others for
his feryice ; that thefe men profeffed
themi{elves to be zealous in it, and made
large promifes, and raifed forme faint
hopes, I cannot doubt ;. tho this was un-
known to me at'that time, or at leaft I
knew it not with the fame certainty and

in
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in the fame detail that T have known it
fince. But if this was done by fome who
were in the quecen’s {ervice, it was done
too by fome who were out of it, and 1
think with little fincerity by either.
It may well feem ftrange to'one who
carries in his breaft a heart like yours,
that men of any rank, and efpecially of
the higheft, fhould hold a condutt fo
falfe, fo dangerous, always of uncertain
event, and often, as it was in the cafe
heré mentioned, upon remote contingen-
cies, and fuch as they themfelves think
the leaft probable. Even I think it {tra ange,
who have been much longer mingled in
a-corrupt world, and who have feen ma-
ny more examples of the folly, of the
cunning, and the perfidy of mankind. A
oreat rc'mrd to wealth, and a total con-
tempt of virtue, are fentiments very near-
ly qll ied: and they muft poffefs the whole
fouls of men whom they can determine
to fuch infamous duplicity, to fuch dou-
ble treachery. In fact they do fo. One
is fo afraid of lofing his fortune, that he
lays in claims to fecure it, perhaps to angs=
men{

.
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ment ‘it, on all fides, and to prevent -
ven imaginary dangers.  Anotber values {o
little the inward teftimony eof a geod
confcience, or the future réproaches of
thofe he has deceived, that he fcruples not
to take engagements for a time to come
that he has no defign to keep ; if they may
{erve as expedients to facilitate, in any
{mall degree; the fucce(s of an immediate
proje&. Al this was done at the time,
on the occafion, and by the perfons 1 in-
tend. But the fcheme of defeating the
Proteftant fucceflion was fo far from be-
ing laid by the queen and her minifters,
and fuch a refolution was fo far from be-
ing taken, that the very men I fpeak of,
when they were prefled by the other fide,
that is from Perjailles and St. Germains,
to be more particular, and to come mto a
clofer concert, declined both, and gave
the moft evafive an{wers.

A _little before, or about the time of
the queen’s death, {fome other perfons, who
figured afterwards in the rebellion, entered
in good earneit into thole engagements,
as I believe; for T do not know exaétly

O the
"-....‘__.
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the date of them. But whenever they
took - them, they took them as fingle
men, 'They could anfwer for no party to
back them. They might flatter themfelves
with hopes and dreams, like PompEy, if
little men and hittle things may be compar-
ed with great, of legions ready to rife at
the {tamp of their feet, But they had no
aflurance, no nor grounds to expect any
troops, except thofe of the highlands ;
whofe difpofition in general was known to
every man, but whofe infurre€ion without
the concurrence of other infurre&ions, and
other troops, was deemed, even by thofe
that made them take arms afterwards, not
a firength but a weaknefs, ruin to the poor
people, and ruin to thecaufe, Ina word,
thefe men were {o truly fingle in their en-
gagements, and their meafures were fo
untipe for action when the refolution of
alting immediately was taken by them,
that T am perfuaded they durft not com-
municate their defign to any one man of
confequence that ferved at that time with
them. 'What perfuades me of it is this :
one man, whom they thought likely to in-
cline
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cline to them on feveral accounts, they ats
tempted indireGtly and ata great diftance:
they came no nearer to the point with

him, neither then, that is juft before the

queen’s death, nor afterwards, They had
indeed no encouragement to do it; for
upon this hint and another circumftance
which fell in;, both he and others took {e-
veral occafions to declare that tho they
would ferve the queen faithfully and exclu-
fively of all other regards or engagements
to her laft breath, yet after hei “deceafe
they would acknowledge the prince on
whom the fucceffion devolved by law, and
to which they had {worn, and no other.

This declaration would have been that of

the far greateft number of the fame par-
ty, and would have been ftuck to by
them, if the paffions and pr vate interefts
of another party had not prev vailed over
the true intereft of a new family that was
going to mount the throne. ~ Youmayalk
me now, and the queftion will not be at
all improper, how it came to pam, if -the
queen and her minifters: had. no defign to
.iefe'lt this fncccﬁon that {o much fef-

Q ~ 910103
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picion of ‘it prevailed, that {o great an
alarm was taken, and {o great a clamour
raifed? I might anfwer you very thortly
and very truly, by the ftrange condué of
a firft minifter, by the contefts about the
negociations of ‘the peace, and by the
arts of a party,

The minds of fome minifters are like
the fanétum [anétorum of a temple 1 have
read of fomewhere: before it a great cur-
tain was folemnly drawn; within it no-
thing was to be feen but-a confufed groupe
of mif-fhapen, and imperfe& forms, heads
without bodies, bodies without heads, and
the like. To develope the moft com-
plicated cafes, and to decide in the moft
doubtful, has been the talent of great mi-
nifters: it is that of others to perplex the
"moft fimple, and to be puzzled by the
plaineft. No man was more defirous of
power than the minifter here intended:
and he had a competent thare of cunning
to wriggle himfelf into it; but then his
part was over, and no man was more at a
lofs how to employ it. The ends he pro-
pofed to himfelf, he faw for the moft

part

5
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part darkly and indiftinctly: and if he
faw them a little better, he ftill made ufe
of means difproportionate to them. That
private correfpondence with the queen,
which produced the change of the mini-
ftry in 1710, was begun with him whilft
he was fecretary of ftate, and was conti-
nued thro him during the two years that
intervened between his leaving the court,
and his return toit.. This gave him the
fole confidence’ of ‘the queen, put him
more abfolutely at the head of the party
that came into power, and invefted him
with all the authority that a firlt minifter
could have in thofe days, and before any
man could prefume to rival in that rank,
and in this kingdom, the rank of the an-
cient mayors of ‘the palace -in France.
The tories, with whomand by whom he
‘had rifen, expefted much from him.
Their expeGations were ill-anfwered : and
T think that fuch management as he em-
ployed would not have hindered them
long" from breaking from him, if new
things had not fallenin, to engage their

Q. 3 whole
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whole attention, and todivert their pafs
fions.

T he foolifh profecution 0fSACHEVEREL
%ad carried party-rage tothe heighth, and
the late change of the miniftry had con-
firmed it there.  Thefe circumftances,
and many others relative to them, which
I omit, would have made it impoffible,
if there had been honefty and wifdom
enough to-defire it, to bring about a co-
alition of the bulk of the tories and whigs
at the latter end of this reigns' as it -had
been brought about a few years before un-
der the adminifiration of my lord MARL-
soroucH and my lord GopoLPHIN,
whobroke it foon and before it had time
to cement, by making fuch an ufe of if,
a5 T'am unable to account for even at
this hour.  The two parties were in truth
become faltions, in the firi¢t fenfe-of the
word. 1 was of one, and I own the
guilt; which no man of the other would
have a good grace to deny. In this re-
{pect they were alike; but here was the
difference: one was well united, well

conduced, and determined to their fu=
ture,
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ture, as well as their prefent objeGte, Not
ope of thefe advantages attended the
other. The minifter had evidently no
bottom to reft his adminiftration upomy
but that of the party, at the head of
which he came into power: if he had
refted it there, if he had gained their
confidence, inftead of creating even wan-
tonly, if I may fay fo, a diftruft of him-
felf in them, it is certain he might have
determined them to every national inter-
eft during the queen’s time, and after
her death, But this was above his con-
ception as well as his talents, He meant
to keep power as long as he could, by
the little arts by which he had got into
it: he thought that he thould be able to
compound for himfelf in all events; and
cared little what became of his party, his
miftrefs, or the nation. That this was
the whole of his fcheme appeared fuffici-
ently 1n the courfe of his adminiftration;
was then feen by fome, and has been
{ince acknowledged by all people. For
this purpofe he coaxed and perfecuted
whigs, he flattered and difappointed to-

Q 4 Ties ;
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ries; and fupported by a thoufand little
tricks his tottering adminiftration. To
the tory party he held out the peace, as
an zra when all- they expected fhould be
done for them, and when they fhould be
placed in fuch fulnefs of power and fuch
ftrength of party, that it would be more
the intereft of the fucceffor to be well with
them, than theirs to be well with him,
Such expreflions were often ufed, and
others of like import: and I believe thefe
oracular {peeches were interpreted, asora-
cles ufed to be, aecording as every man’s
inclinations led him.

The contefts that {oon followed, by
the violent oppofition to the negociations
of peace, did the good hinted at above to
the minifter, and enabled him to amufe
and banter his party a little longer.  But
they did great; and in fome refpects irre-
parable, mi(chief to Great Britain, and
to all Europe. One part of the mifchief
they did at home is proper to be mien-
tioned here. - They dipped the houfe of
Hanover in our party-quarrels unfeafon-

ably,
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ably, I prefume to think, and impopu-
larly; for tho the conteft was maintained
by two parties that pretended equally to
have the national intereft at heart, yet
the national intereft was fo plainly on one
fide of the queftion, and the other fide
was {o plainly partial, at the expence of
this intereft, to the emperor, the princes
of the empire, and the Dufch in particu-
lar; that a fucceffor to the crown, who
was himfelf a prince of Germany, thould
have preferved in good policy, for this
very reafon, the appearance at leaft of
fome neuntrality. The means employed
openly to break the queen’s meafures were
indecent and unjuitifiable: thofe employ-
ed fecretly, and meditated to be employed,
were worfe.  The minifters of Hanover,
whofe condu¢t I may cenfure the more
freely becaufe the late king did not ap-
prove it all, took {o remarkable 2 fhare in
the firft, that theymight be, and they were,
fufpeted ‘of having fome 1n the others.
This had a very bad effe, which was
improved by men in the two extremes.
The whigs defired nothing more than to

have
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have it thought that the fucceffor was
theirs, if I may repeat an infolent expref-
fion which was ufed at that time: the
notion did them honour, and tho it could
give no colour, it gave fome firength to
their oppofition, The Jacobites infinuated
induftrioufly the fame thing ; and repre-
{ented that the eftablithment of the houfe
of Hanover would be the eftablifhment
of the whig party, and that the interefts
of Great Britair would be conftantly {a-
crificed to foreign interefts, and her wealth
drained to fupport them under that fa-
mily. I leave you to judge what ingre(-
fion fuch exaggerations muft find, on fuch
occafion, -and in fuch a ferment. I do
not think they determined men to Jaco-
bitifm, Iknow they did not; but I know
that they dif-inclined men from the fuc-
ceflion, and made many who refolved to
fubmit to it, {fubmit to it rather as a ne-
ceflary evil; than as an eligible good.

“T'his was, to the beft of my obfervation,
and knowledge, the ftate of one party.
An abfurd one it was, and the confe-

quences
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quences of it were forefeen, foretold, and
prefled upon the minifter at the time, but
always without effet, and fometimes
without any anfwers, He had {ome pri-
vate intrigue for himfelf at Hanover : 1q
he had at Bar. He was the bubble of one
in the end: the pretender was fo of the
other. But his -whole management in the
mean time was contrived to keep up 3
kind of general indetermination in the
party about the fucceflion ; which made
a man of great temper once fay to him
with paffion, that « he believed no other
¢« minifter at the head of a powerful party
«« would not be better at Hanover, if he
¢ did not mean to be worfe there,

The flate of the other party was this,
The whigs had appeared zealous for the
proteftant fucceflion from the time when
kingWILLIAM propofedit, after the death
of the duke of GLoucesTER. The tories
voted for it then, and the acts that were
judged necefary to fecure it, fome of them
at leaft, were promoted by them, Vet
were they not thought, nor did they affect
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as the others did, to bethought extremely
fondof it. King Wi1Lr1am did not come
into this meafure, till he found, upon trial,
that there was no other fafe and practi-
¢able : and the tories had an air of coming
into it for no other reafon. Befides which,
it is certain- that there was at that time
a much greater leaven of Jacobitifm in the
tory-lump, than at the time {poken of
here.

Now thus far the whigs acted like a
national party, who thcught that their
religion and liberty could be fecured by
no other expedient, and therefore adhered
to this fettlement of the crown with di-
flinguifhed zeal. But this national party
degenerated foon into faction; thatis, the
national intereft became foon a fecondary
and fubfervient motive, and the caufe of
the fucceffion was fupported more for the
fake of the party or faction, than for the
fake of the nation ; and with views that
went more dire@ly to the cftablithment
of their own adminiftration, thantoa fo-
Iid' fettlement of the prefent royal fami-

ly. "This appeared, evidently enough, to
' thofe
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thofe whom noife and fhew could not
impofe upon, in the latter end of the
queen’s reign, and plain beyond difpute
to all mankind, after her deceafe. The
art of the whigs was to blend, as undi-
ftinguifhably asthey could, all their party-
interefts with thofe of the fucceflion: and
they made juft the fame faGious ufe of
the fuppofed danger of it, as the tories
had endeavoured to make fome time be-
fore of the fuppofed danger of the church.
As no man is reputed a friend to chrifti-
anity beyond the Alpes and the Pyrences,
who does not acknowledge the papal fu-
premacy, fo here no man was to be re-
puted a friend to the proteftant fuccef
fion who was not ready to acknowlcdgc
their fupremacy. The intereft of the
prefent royal family was to fucceed with-
out oppofition and rifque, and to come
to the throne in a calm. It was the in-
tereft of a faction that they thould come
toitina florm. Accordingly the whigs
were very near putting in execution fome
of the wildeft projects of infurre@ions and
rebellion, under pretence of fecuring what
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there was not fufficient difpofition, not
any preparation at all made to obftruct.
Happily for the public thefe defigns
proved abortive. They were 0o well
known to have fucceeded, but they might
have had, and they would have had, moft
fatal confequences, The ftorm, that was
not raifed to difturb and endanger the late
king’s acceflion, was only deferred. ‘To
a party, who meant nothing lefs than en-
oroffing  the whole power of the go-
vernment and the whole wealth of the
nation under the fucceffor, a ftorm, in
which every other man thould be driven
from him, was too neceflary, not to be
conjured up at any rate; and it was {o
immediately after the late king’s acceffion,
1e came to the throne eafily, and quietly;
and took poffeffion of the kingdom with
as little trouble; as he could have expetted
\f he had been not only the queen’s fuc-
ceffor, but her fon. The whole nation
{ubmitted chearfully to his government;
and the queen’s fervants difcharged the
duty of their offices, whilft he continued

them in their offices, in fuch a man=
' net
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her as to merit his approbation, This
was fignified to fome of them, to the fe-
cretaries in particular, in the ftrongeft
terms, and according to his majely’s ex-
prefs order, before the whole council of
ftate. He might I think, I thought then
that he ought, and every man except the
car] of Ome—d, who believed or had a
mind to make others believe that his influ-
ence would be great in the new reign,
expected that he would have given his
principal confidence and - the principal
power of the adminiftration to the whigs:
but it was fcarce poffible to expe@, that
he would immediately let loofe the whole
fury of party, fuffer the queen’s fervants,
who had furely been guilty of no crime
againft him nor the fate, to be fo bjt
terly perfecuted; and profcribe in effe@
every man in the country who did -not
bear the name of whig,. Princes have
often -forgot, on their acceflion to z
throne, even perfonal injuries received in
party quarrels: and the faying of Lewis
the twelfth of France, in anfwer to thofe
who would have perfuaded him to fhew

feverity
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feverity to LA TREMOUILLE, is very de-
fervedly famous, < God forbid, faid he,
¢ that Lewis the twelfth thould revenge
« the quarrels of the duke of Orleans.’
Other princes, who have fought their way
to the throne, have not only exercifed cle-
mency, but fhewn favour to thofe who
had ftood in arms againft them : and here
again T might quote the example of an-
other king of France, thatof Henry the
fourth, But to take an example in our
own country, look back to the reftora-
tion, confider all that paffed from the year
1641 to the year 1660, and then com=
pare the meafures that King CHARLES the
econd was advifed to purfue for theefta-
blithment of his government in the cir-
cumftances of that time, with thofe which
the late king was advifed, and prevailed
on, againft his opinion, inclination, and
firft refolution, to purfue, in the circam-
ftances I have juft mentioned. 1 leave
the conclufion to the candour and good
fenfe of every impartial reader.

To
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To thefe meafures of unexpeted vio=
lence alone it muft be afcribed, that the
pretender had any party for him of
ftrength fufficient to appear and act. Thefe
meafures alone produced the troubles that
followed, and dyed the royal ermines of
a prince, no way fanguinary, in blood.
I am far from excufing oné party; for
fuffering another to drive them into re-
bellion. I wifh I could forget it myfElf,
Bdt there are two obfervations on that
event, which I cannot refufe myfelf to
make. One is; that the very manner in
which this rebellion was begun fhews
abundantly that it was a ftart of paffion,
a fudden phrenzy of men tranfported by
their refentment, and nothing lefs than
the execution of a defign long premedi«
tated and prepared. The other is, that
few examples are to be found in hiftory,
perhaps none, of what happened on this
occafion, when the fame men, in the
fame country, and in the compafs of the
fame year, were ready to rife in arms
againft one prince without any national
R caufe ;




sc0 OF THE STATE

caufé ; and then provoked, by the vio-
lence of their councils, the oppofite fac-
tion to rife in aGual rebellion againft the
{ucceflor.

Thefe are fome of the effe@s of main-
taining divifions in a nation, and of go-
verning by faction. -1-might defcend in-
to a detail of many fatal confequences that
have -followed, from the firft falfe ftep
which was taken, when the prefent {et-
tlement was {o avowedly made on the
narrow bottom of party. But I confider
that this difcourfe is growing into length ;
that I have had and {hall have occafion
to mention fome of thefe confequences
elfewhere ; and that your own reflexions
on what has been faid, will more than
fupply what I omit to fay in this place.
Let me therefore conclude by repeating,
That divifien has caufed all the mifchief
we lament, that #zjon can alone retrieve
it, and that a great advance towards this
union was the coalition of parties, {o hap-
pily begun, fo fuccelstully carried on,
and of late fo unaccountably neglected,

to
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to fay no worfe. But let me add, that
this union can never be compleat, till
it become an union of the bead with
the members, as well as of the members
with one another: and that fuch an union
can never be expelted till pasriotifin fills
the throne, and faétion be banithed from
the adminiftration,

e e ——— |
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