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The ghosts of Pompey and Ceaeser introduced by Swift only to grace the
entry of Brutus, his favourite patriot.
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AND WRITINGS OF Dx. SWIFT. 103

infer that the Remans were invincible, unlefs from fome
{upernatural caufe. Swirr (nofriend to military men)
thinks the Carthaginian general unworthy of any far-
ther notice : and haftens to call up the fenate of Rome.
This gives him an opportunity of being very fevere
apon a certain modern aflembly, which he treats in 2
manner more refembling the Cynic in his cell, than the
free-humoured Rabelais in his eafy chair.

ﬂ Pompey and C&sar only appear to grace the entry
f of Brurus, who is Swirr’s favourite patriot: but as
Crsar generoudly confefled to Gurriver,  That the
|  greatefl altions of his life, avere not, by many degrees,
“ equal tothe glory of taking it away,” it would have been
aproper alleviation ‘of the difator’s crimes, to have ac-
knowledged him the greateft flatefmen, orator, and
| {oldier of the age, in which he lived : an age, fertile of
eminent men: an age, when ambition was fcarce looked
Upon as a crime: and when the Roman virtue (once -
the fapport and prefervation of the commonwealth)
was long fince loft in vice and luxury: at fuch a time 2
fingle mafter was become neceflary, and Pomrey would
have feized the reins of government had fiot Czsar
interpofed. * If the confpirators had reftored liberty to
their country, their

act had been completely glorious,
and would have fhewed, that Cesar, not Rome, was

| degenerated - But if we may judge from the confe-

quences, Heaven difapproved of the deed : aparticular
fate attended the conipirators, not one of whom died
2 naturaldeath s and even Brurus, perhaps recolle&t-
ing in his-laft moments the benefits, which he had re-
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ceived from CEsar, -was ftaggered “in ‘his thoughtsiof
virtue; ‘andimagining himfelf deceived by a fhadow,
broke ~out -into a: pat mtlml exprefiion, - fignifying,
** 2bat he bad worfipped wirtne os a fubfiance, and’ bad
 found it only a fPadow :** {o that he feems to have

d that fortitude of mind, which conftantly attends
true virtue to the grave. ].‘hu defet in the character
of BruTus, is not improperly expreffed in the famous
gallery of the great duke of Zwufeany., where there isa
very fine head of BRuTus begun by MicuakL AncgeLo,
but left unfinifhed : under it is-engraven upon a copper

plate, this diftic,

wante

Dum BRUTI effigiem feulptor de marmare ducit,

In mentem fieleris wenit, et abffiinuit,

- If Brurus erred, it was from a wrong notion of
virtue. The chara@ter of Casar is perhaps more
amiable, but lefs perfect: his faults were great ; how-
ever, many of them were foils to his virtues. A modern
eminent writer, has reprefented him as a glutton: he

tells us, that when C&sar went to the public feafts, he
conftantly took a vomit in the mor: ning, with a defign
to indulge himfelf with more keennefs, an d to. increafe

his appetite for the enfuing feaft. The fa& is true, but
I would willingly belicve. the inference unjuft. Itis

more than probable, that he pt ﬂf' d this cuftom by
the advice of his phyficians, who m ight direét {fuch a re-

gimen, as the moft certain, and nnmcd;..u p;biurrmon
againft epileptic fits, to which the DiGtator was often

whet A0 L

liable.
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