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104 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

ceived from CEsar, -was ftaggered “in ‘his thoughtsiof
virtue; ‘andimagining himfelf deceived by a fhadow,
broke ~out -into a: pat mtlml exprefiion, - fignifying,
** 2bat he bad worfipped wirtne os a fubfiance, and’ bad
 found it only a fPadow :** {o that he feems to have

d that fortitude of mind, which conftantly attends
true virtue to the grave. ].‘hu defet in the character
of BruTus, is not improperly expreffed in the famous
gallery of the great duke of Zwufeany., where there isa
very fine head of BRuTus begun by MicuakL AncgeLo,
but left unfinifhed : under it is-engraven upon a copper

plate, this diftic,

wante

Dum BRUTI effigiem feulptor de marmare ducit,

In mentem fieleris wenit, et abffiinuit,

- If Brurus erred, it was from a wrong notion of
virtue. The chara@ter of Casar is perhaps more
amiable, but lefs perfect: his faults were great ; how-
ever, many of them were foils to his virtues. A modern
eminent writer, has reprefented him as a glutton: he

tells us, that when C&sar went to the public feafts, he
conftantly took a vomit in the mor: ning, with a defign
to indulge himfelf with more keennefs, an d to. increafe

his appetite for the enfuing feaft. The fa& is true, but
I would willingly belicve. the inference unjuft. Itis

more than probable, that he pt ﬂf' d this cuftom by
the advice of his phyficians, who m ight direét {fuch a re-

gimen, as the moft certain, and nnmcd;..u p;biurrmon
againft epileptic fits, to which the DiGtator was often

whet A0 L

liable.




AND WRITINGS OF Dr: SWIFT, 103
hiable: < Your grandfather, my honoured father, (who
was excelled by few P;‘L}'ﬁ':iél‘;lﬁ in the theoryof phyfic)
has often told me, that thofe kind of convulfions were
of {uch a nature.as generally to come on after eating,
and more violently if the ftomach was overloaded.
Cmsar was fo careful in obferving a decent dignity in
his' behaviour, that he dreaded the fhame of  expofing
publickly this weaknefs in his conflitution, and there:
fore guarded againft it in 4 prudent manner, which has
fince been conftrued into a reproach.  This {urmife,
my Hawm, refts upon the ftronger foundation, as all an-
thors agree, that he was 31@1 ftri¢tly, and remarkably
abftemious,

In his public charalter, Cmsar appears a ftrong ex-
ample, how far the greatelt natural, and acquired ac-
complifhments may lofe their luftre, "'1’301" made {ubfer-
vient to falle glory, and an immoderate thirft of power;
as on the "th hand, the hiftory of Brurus may in-
ftruét us, what unhappy effe@s the rigid exercife of fu-
periour virtue, when mifapplied and carried too far,
may produce in the moft fledfaft mind, or the foundeft
judgement.

Gurriver has given to BruTus five companions,
Jux. Brurvus, Socrates, Epaminospas, Cato the
cenfor, ' and Sir THomas Moork.+* Such a fextum-
virate is not eafily to be encreafed : yet, let me hope,
tlm the reflexion is too feverely critical, when he adds

“that all the ages qj‘ the world Cannot._ ;‘-'.-'?';f' /b out ::fjs-vezzt -
Evcry age has produced men of virtue, and abilities'in

ths
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