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108 MARKS ON THE LIFE

Dean, and from thence may be deduced the reafon,
ny the Cenfer was efteemed by the latter, and. con-
nned by thie former.

' ving taken a tranfient view of
us 1 ;11:,.@_5, whom he does not name,

o1, and olves me an oppc}rtui‘:in’ of

=
cr.. Late, very late, may you become
‘acnOne, may youeq nal any of Swirr’s
ivirate, and may his ghoft (grown lefs cynical

[tructed) rejoice to admit you into the com-
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r X ULLIVER, tired of hero "; changes the {cene
G in the cighth chapter of his s voyage to Laputa,
and becomes curious to I;now the fituation of poets and
philofophers, who, in their turn, have as eagerly con-
tended {czr faa 1e, as Cmesar for power, or BRuTus for
iil}*‘}";‘v‘ {e de 111LF, that-HomEer and AR1sTOTLE may

make their appearance at the head of their commenta-
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tors,  ‘HomEes

“and comelier ¢

1 c y
, days our traveller, ° ‘avas the taller,
o
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erfon’ of thetawo: «waiked very erefl for

‘e R Ry e - ’{_-‘— eves aquere the ol o7l 29
ORE OF RIS (':"‘_-’i, ara P n‘;.‘,,\ STVENE e Mmofl quick 4id

“ pievcing 1 ever bebeld.” 1Itis certain, that HomEer

oained, than loft vigour by his years. Twenty

1 !
s TE T e
s ratney

fix centuries have not unbraced his nerves, or given one
wrinkle to his brow: and although Guirriver has
beftowed upon hin t}*._-: ad uzto‘,ul ornament of fine

eyes; yet I am aptto think they e figure of this
1 13 L, . -1 byt
aivine 0id man ieis awrul n giad that ne
. g2 o favs R T | 1F 1e
wanted his eye fight while 1t is impofiible,
yeug
14 f e ¥ o Hoas 3
not to conclude from the | ons of HomEr and

=
— - mEoard
more 1., J.’".;L-»

MiLTon, that the Miad's e
diicerning, when it is notinterrupted by external objeéts.
It is an old obfervation, that Homer has nounfhed

more perfons than Syirra, ‘CEsar, and AvucusTus;

- %51 o Bty g R et =EITY Yot =
and while their piftures have decayed, not a letter of

the Tliad has been loft. The Grecian poet not f}f;-‘
preferves his original form, but breathes freely, and
looksbeautiful in other languages : - a happier metempfy

chofis than PyTuacoras ever dreamt of. However,
if Homer was abfolutely obliged to wear the different
dreffes, which have be
times, I believe
and confined: and would prefer his own fimple attire
even to the birth day {uit, which our Englifh bard has
given him. The commentators have done lefs honour
to Homexr than the tranflators.  Some of thefe learned
pedants have entirely walted their obfervations upon

en given to him, he would fome-

e, find the motion of his limbs uneafy

particles and words ; others have run into 2 minute ex-
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actnefs, in comparing the propriety of his images : while

others again, have endeavoured to trace out from the
Iliad and Odyfley, all the rudiments of arts and fcien-
ces, Some there are, who dwell on fucl I NArTOW CIrcum-
ftances, aswere negleted by HomEer, and can only be
fuitableto their own confined genins. They arenot able

to purfue him in his {ublime flights, and attempt therefore,
to bring him upen a level with themfelves. Their low
mechanical notions remind me of an abfurd problem
propofed by the famous Monfieur Hugr, whether the
Tliad might not be written upon vellum in fo fmall a
hand, that the whole minﬂt be contained within a nut-
fhell ? This important queftion is.faid to have engaged

the thoughts aud attention of the French court, and

oives us a true picture of 2 Igborious, taftelels critic upen

HomEr. The Dauphin, and his train, are for putting

the Ihad into a nutfbell, when ALexanper, and his

courtiers, chofe the richeft, and moft curious cabiret of
Darivs, as the only proper repofitory for HoMmEgR's
works. ;

o
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}—’ MER anG ARISTOTLE WEre as ,.l_,d L(‘ as PC-{G[.)I
in their charadiers: but Dr. SwirT has placed them j

together, c:hicﬂj: with a view of thewing their commen- \
that juft and ridiculous light, in which thole
ought to appear. W Lc—h an_age i3 blefled
with the produdtions of an uncommon genius, fuch as
refembles Homer, itmufl, in fome meafure, be punifh-

R o e L T o S s Tl A e B - -
r i):‘.u‘ ITHations and conunents ; 1n thc {ame man-

‘ou may have obferved the fun by its heat

ana 1nnucnce J-'.n]".'___{ Vapolll's, and animatng infed
1
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that infect and perhaps corrupt. the- air, in which he
fhines with fo much luftre. Bat, when an original ad-

(5]

mired author, as ArisToTLE, is really erroneous, and
deceives with falfe {pecious principles, what a train of
eirors muit arife from commentators on fuch fubjeds,
who, while they endeavour to purfue and extend a plea-
ing enchanted profpe, that has no real foundation,
deviate into a dark, difagreeable road of briers and
thorns ?

It is on this account that the Dean has wtroduced
ARISTOTLE in company with Homer, The defcrip-
tion of that philofopher is fine, and in a few words re-
prelents the true nature of his works,  FHe Slooped

C much, and made nfe of a Bafr.  His wifuze wvas mearre
3 " g »
(41

bis hair lank and thin, and bis woice hollsw.” By not

' .

having the immortal fpirit of Homzer, he was

1.1
LR % I fe 3
5 unanie

0 keep his body eret: and the faff which weakly
' ‘fupported him, like his commentators, made this defeét
more confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufeful quali-
! A e s
| ties, but thefe real ornaments, like his hair, were thin
' and unpraceful.  His ftyle was harfh, and, like his
; voice, had neither force nor harmony. He was with-
'1 out doubt a man of great genius and penetration, but
he did infinitely more prejudice than {ervice to real
literature.  He ftudied words more than fadts, and de-

livered his philofophy perplexed with fuch intricate
| P P i - .
0gical terms, as have laid a foundation for the endlefs

*¢ the progrefs of learning. He waged war with all
s predecefiors. He never

icholaftic difputations, which have corrupted and retard-

quotes an author, except

WLl




112 REMARKS ON THE LIFFE

with a view to refute his opinion. Like the ‘Ottoman
Emperor, he could not reign in fafety, till he had firlt
deftroyed his brethren. He was as ambnious in {cience,
as his pupil ALExanNDER was in arms. He aimed to be
a deflpotic original : and not only to be the Prince, but
the Tyrant of philofophy. What then can be expeét-
ed from the commentators of his works, who were
devoid of  his ingenuity, and poflefled of zll his intri-
cate follies? Ramus with his covert ignorance, and
Scotus and AQuinas with their fubdivifions, and ima-
ginary nothings, muft make a contemptible figure
the Elyfian fields, which are the fuppofed manfions of
chearfulnefs, truth, and candour, and confequently
muft be a very improper fituation for that tribe of phi-

lofophers.
““ I then defired, {ays GuLLIVER, that DEsSCARTES

¢« and (GASSENDI1 might be called up:  awith awhom 1

** prevailed to explain their [iflems fo ARISTOTLE. This

L™

great philofopher freely am;-;aqc,fggoed bis gwwn miflakes

& tnnatur bez’pésm,ma 5zu.zﬁ we proceea ed in many ,f};mg,

“ apon conjediure, as all men muft do ; and be found that
*“ GasseENDL, wha had made the do&rine of EPICURUS
““ as palatable as be could, and the wortices of DEsCAR-
““ TEs, aere equally to be exploded.” 1 believe you will

find, my dear HamirTon, that Aristorre is ftill to
be preferred to Eprcurvus. The former made fome
ufeful experiments and dncovcries, and was engaged in
a real purfuit of knowledge, although his mannet is
much perplexed. * The latter was full of vanity and
ambition.  He was an impoftor, and only aimed at

de-
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AND WRITINGS OF Di. SWIFT. 113
deceiving. He feemed not to believe the principles
which he has ﬂﬂertt:d. He commutte Ll he government

=

of all thi ings to chance. His natural _-t:],".'.-.,.;.,g:ljf 15 ab-

furd. Hismoral 1.:-.11;010131}}-' wants its proper bafis, the fear

of God. Monfieur BayL e, oneof hiswarmeft advocates,
is of this laft opinion, where he fays, * On ze fcaurait pas
‘* dire affez de bien de P bonnetett de fes meeurs, ni affex de

- : | Tre .
 mal de fes op: intons fur la religion.” His "-*enerﬂ MAXIN,

'8 |

that happinefs confifted 1n }.lu.l{urc was too much un-
| suarded, and muft Jay a foundation of a molt deftructive

11t

praice : although from his temper and conftitation,
he made his actions {fufficiently ‘pmmunmw to himielf;

and agreeable to the mjc of true philofophy: His
fortune exempted him from care and follicitude. His
l valetudinarian habit of body from intemperance. He
| pafled the greateft part of his time.in his garden, where
l he enjoyed all the elegant amufements of life. There
: he ftudied. There he taught his philofophy. This

! particular happy fituation greatly contributed to that

tranquility of mind, :,mri indolence of body which he
i made his chief ends. ¢ had not however refolution
{fufficient to meet the E'l;.dll'l. ml;ro yches of death, and
wanted that conflancy which Sir Wirriam TEMPLE
-' aferibes to him - for in hislaft moments, when he found

that his condition was defperate, he took fuch large

draughts of wine, that he was abfolutely intoxicated
llt.. deprived of his { {enfes ; fo that he died ‘more like

a bacchanal, than a philofopher: to which the epigram
alludes,

! § Hint




14 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
Hine Stygias ebrius haufit aguas,

I fhould not have ventured into this criticifm and
cenfure upon thefe antient philofophers, not even to
you, my deareft Ham, if my opinion was not in 2
great meafure fupported by Lord Bacow, who, as he
was certainly the moft accurate judge of this fubje,
might be perhaps, from that pre-eminence, . too fevere
a critic. . It moft be owned, that Ericurus in patti-
cular has many followers and admirers among the an-
tients, and among the moderns. Circero commends
him for cultivating his friendthips in the moft exquifite
manner. The book Iyes open before me, and I will
tran(cribe the words, De gud [amicitid] Errcurus giti-
dem ita dicit ommium rerum. guas ad beatd wivendun Ja
tientia comparaverity nihil effe majus - amicitid, nibil ubk-
riusy, mibil jucundius, - ‘neque wers hoc oratione Solum, Jed
multo magis vita et Jallisy et moribus comprobawvit. Dio-
GENES LAERTIUs praifes his virtue and learning.  In
the Auguftan age the greateft names are inferted among
his followers. Czmsar, Arricus, Mgcznas, Lu-
CRETIUS, VirciL, and Horack embraced his phile-
fophy, and gave a luftre :0 his fe&, and do&rines.
Sir Wirriam TeEmpLE {ays, “ that he wonders, awhy
¢ fuch jbarp invefives avere Jo generally made againf
“ Ericurus, by the ages that folloxved him: efpecially
 as bis admirable avit, Selicity of expreffion, excellence
“ of nature, fueetnefs of converjation, temperance of life,
Y and conflancy of death, made him Jo much beloved by

¢ Lis
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 113
“ )his friends, admired by bis fibolars, and hbonoured by

“ phe Athenians.”’' Sir WiLLIaM TEMPLE imputta this

injultice “ zo the envy, and malignity of the Stvics, and
i ito fome orofs pretenders, avho affumed the denomination
. 3k ’ 14

 of ‘that Jelt : avbo m&-‘?amf' bis Javourite principle”

(THAT ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE) “ &y
““ confining it to fenfual pleafure only. To thefe fucceeded
“ the Chrifiians, awhbo effcemed bis principles of natural
“ philofaphy more oppofite to thafe of our religion than either

“the Platonifls, the Peripatetics, or even the Stoics them-
“ felves,” 'This is the opinion, and thefe are almoft
the exa& words of the great Sir Wirr1Am TEMPLE.
Swirr .equally explodes Ericurus, and the more
modern philofophers DescarTEes and Gassenpi.
DescarTEs was a knight errant in philofophy, per-
petually - miftaking windmills for giants ; yet by the
ftrength of a warm imagination he ftarted fome opini-

ons; which probably put Sir Isaac Newron, and
others, ‘on making many experiments that produced
moft ufeful difcoveries.

Gassewpr was efteemed one of the greateft orna-
ments of France. He wasa doftor of divinity, and

i royal profeflor of mathematics.  He was born in Pro-

wence in' 1592, and died in 1655. With great induftry
he colleéted whatever related to the perfon, and to the
philofophy of Errcurus, thelatter of which, he has
Teduced into a compleat {yftem

I have now, my Hawmivrtow, curforily gone tho-

| mough the charaflers of fuch ghofts, as-are nominally

) §% fpecified
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fpecified by Gurriver. I may be wrong either in my

[

account, or in my obfervations : and I ”1'11-1 rejoice
to be confuted by you inany point of learn iing what-
EVeET.

The defcription of the STrRULDBRUGGS, in the tenth
chapter, is an inftrulive piece of morality : for, if we
confider it in a ferious light, it tends to reconcile us to
our final diffolution. Death, when fet in contraft to
the im*‘no;'m}itv of the STrRuLDERUGGS, Is no longer
the King of Terrors : he lofes his fting : he appedrs to
us ds a fi'itndz and we che arfully obey his fummons,
becaufe it brings certain relief to the oreateft miferiés.
It is in this defeription, that Swirrt fhines in a parti

cular manner. He probably felt in himfelf the effects

of approaching age, and tacitly dreaded that period
of life, inwhich he micht beeo ] SR e
of life, i which he might become a Jeprc:ﬂ;; tative of
= . I - ~
thole wiferable immortals. His apprehenfions were un-
fi}‘.".‘tiﬂ.’".f::]}” fulfilled. He lived to be the > moit melan-
=1 A By ) ..1
holy iight that was ever beheld : yet, even in thatcon-
aition, he continued to infln b

; uct, by appearing- a pro-
1 1.5 :e. i -"..' YAl e wy ....__"\. e - o= by q = » -
!-'JI-:L.!}E_.L] l.-‘lj__c...'-l'\...'\., Lk) ]_I_,':-_‘].L.i-'r LhL: V ;.LE.}'L_':,.'rn ‘\\HJL‘I}_ 15 tG:’

apt to arile in the human breaft,

Our life cannot hf’

pronounced happy, till the laft {cene is clofed with ez

and refignation : the mind ;Lil continuine to p}'r.:,{u'\’c
fo] J
1-"“ p : o 31 o . 1
its ufual dignity, and fallin ng into the arms of death,
as a wearled traveller ﬁu?;n into reft.  This 1s that Eu-

which Anto-

e ' 2 T e g o2 R i, Py . s
“INUs Prus enjoyed, and for which every wife man will

1}1‘:‘.':'.
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. I fhall make {fome re-
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4 marks on (?'L}I.T..r‘-,’m's 1.-'0}-‘?{;3 to the Hez
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in thistattpart-of his 1maginary travels, SWiIrT ha:
4 L o .
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prefentation which of human nature,

I the mind of the reader

muft terrify, and ev

who views it. His {allies of wit and humonr lofe all

their forcz, nothing remaining but a

1g nelancholy, and

e A LR LA ] I han f id to vou
dilagreeable imprefiion : and,-as 1 have {aid to vou,
= -

ﬂ-‘ . P C - -
On-other parts of his Works, we at

ey | =L 1 i L Y
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e et s = F Lt vy
JﬁlOUad taeretore cauie to take no notice of his Y
Ao e N | 1y = Lay e s A YT ¥ ot 1 ‘s Taplie SRS LT
Hoos, did I not think it neceflary to afiert the vindica-
r S S L s i P R
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has created us in a very fearful, and a very wonder
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