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112 REMARKS ON THE LIFFE

with a view to refute his opinion. Like the ‘Ottoman
Emperor, he could not reign in fafety, till he had firlt
deftroyed his brethren. He was as ambnious in {cience,
as his pupil ALExanNDER was in arms. He aimed to be
a deflpotic original : and not only to be the Prince, but
the Tyrant of philofophy. What then can be expeét-
ed from the commentators of his works, who were
devoid of  his ingenuity, and poflefled of zll his intri-
cate follies? Ramus with his covert ignorance, and
Scotus and AQuinas with their fubdivifions, and ima-
ginary nothings, muft make a contemptible figure
the Elyfian fields, which are the fuppofed manfions of
chearfulnefs, truth, and candour, and confequently
muft be a very improper fituation for that tribe of phi-

lofophers.
““ I then defired, {ays GuLLIVER, that DEsSCARTES

¢« and (GASSENDI1 might be called up:  awith awhom 1

** prevailed to explain their [iflems fo ARISTOTLE. This

L™

great philofopher freely am;-;aqc,fggoed bis gwwn miflakes

& tnnatur bez’pésm,ma 5zu.zﬁ we proceea ed in many ,f};mg,

“ apon conjediure, as all men muft do ; and be found that
*“ GasseENDL, wha had made the do&rine of EPICURUS
““ as palatable as be could, and the wortices of DEsCAR-
““ TEs, aere equally to be exploded.” 1 believe you will

find, my dear HamirTon, that Aristorre is ftill to
be preferred to Eprcurvus. The former made fome
ufeful experiments and dncovcries, and was engaged in
a real purfuit of knowledge, although his mannet is
much perplexed. * The latter was full of vanity and
ambition.  He was an impoftor, and only aimed at

de-
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AND WRITINGS OF Di. SWIFT. 113
deceiving. He feemed not to believe the principles
which he has ﬂﬂertt:d. He commutte Ll he government

=

of all thi ings to chance. His natural _-t:],".'.-.,.;.,g:ljf 15 ab-

furd. Hismoral 1.:-.11;010131}}-' wants its proper bafis, the fear

of God. Monfieur BayL e, oneof hiswarmeft advocates,
is of this laft opinion, where he fays, * On ze fcaurait pas
‘* dire affez de bien de P bonnetett de fes meeurs, ni affex de

- : | Tre .
 mal de fes op: intons fur la religion.” His "-*enerﬂ MAXIN,

'8 |

that happinefs confifted 1n }.lu.l{urc was too much un-
| suarded, and muft Jay a foundation of a molt deftructive

11t

praice : although from his temper and conftitation,
he made his actions {fufficiently ‘pmmunmw to himielf;

and agreeable to the mjc of true philofophy: His
fortune exempted him from care and follicitude. His
l valetudinarian habit of body from intemperance. He
| pafled the greateft part of his time.in his garden, where
l he enjoyed all the elegant amufements of life. There
: he ftudied. There he taught his philofophy. This

! particular happy fituation greatly contributed to that

tranquility of mind, :,mri indolence of body which he
i made his chief ends. ¢ had not however refolution
{fufficient to meet the E'l;.dll'l. ml;ro yches of death, and
wanted that conflancy which Sir Wirriam TEMPLE
-' aferibes to him - for in hislaft moments, when he found

that his condition was defperate, he took fuch large

draughts of wine, that he was abfolutely intoxicated
llt.. deprived of his { {enfes ; fo that he died ‘more like

a bacchanal, than a philofopher: to which the epigram
alludes,

! § Hint




14 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
Hine Stygias ebrius haufit aguas,

I fhould not have ventured into this criticifm and
cenfure upon thefe antient philofophers, not even to
you, my deareft Ham, if my opinion was not in 2
great meafure fupported by Lord Bacow, who, as he
was certainly the moft accurate judge of this fubje,
might be perhaps, from that pre-eminence, . too fevere
a critic. . It moft be owned, that Ericurus in patti-
cular has many followers and admirers among the an-
tients, and among the moderns. Circero commends
him for cultivating his friendthips in the moft exquifite
manner. The book Iyes open before me, and I will
tran(cribe the words, De gud [amicitid] Errcurus giti-
dem ita dicit ommium rerum. guas ad beatd wivendun Ja
tientia comparaverity nihil effe majus - amicitid, nibil ubk-
riusy, mibil jucundius, - ‘neque wers hoc oratione Solum, Jed
multo magis vita et Jallisy et moribus comprobawvit. Dio-
GENES LAERTIUs praifes his virtue and learning.  In
the Auguftan age the greateft names are inferted among
his followers. Czmsar, Arricus, Mgcznas, Lu-
CRETIUS, VirciL, and Horack embraced his phile-
fophy, and gave a luftre :0 his fe&, and do&rines.
Sir Wirriam TeEmpLE {ays, “ that he wonders, awhy
¢ fuch jbarp invefives avere Jo generally made againf
“ Ericurus, by the ages that folloxved him: efpecially
 as bis admirable avit, Selicity of expreffion, excellence
“ of nature, fueetnefs of converjation, temperance of life,
Y and conflancy of death, made him Jo much beloved by

¢ Lis
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 113
“ )his friends, admired by bis fibolars, and hbonoured by

“ phe Athenians.”’' Sir WiLLIaM TEMPLE imputta this

injultice “ zo the envy, and malignity of the Stvics, and
i ito fome orofs pretenders, avho affumed the denomination
. 3k ’ 14

 of ‘that Jelt : avbo m&-‘?amf' bis Javourite principle”

(THAT ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE) “ &y
““ confining it to fenfual pleafure only. To thefe fucceeded
“ the Chrifiians, awhbo effcemed bis principles of natural
“ philofaphy more oppofite to thafe of our religion than either

“the Platonifls, the Peripatetics, or even the Stoics them-
“ felves,” 'This is the opinion, and thefe are almoft
the exa& words of the great Sir Wirr1Am TEMPLE.
Swirr .equally explodes Ericurus, and the more
modern philofophers DescarTEes and Gassenpi.
DescarTEs was a knight errant in philofophy, per-
petually - miftaking windmills for giants ; yet by the
ftrength of a warm imagination he ftarted fome opini-

ons; which probably put Sir Isaac Newron, and
others, ‘on making many experiments that produced
moft ufeful difcoveries.

Gassewpr was efteemed one of the greateft orna-
ments of France. He wasa doftor of divinity, and

i royal profeflor of mathematics.  He was born in Pro-

wence in' 1592, and died in 1655. With great induftry
he colleéted whatever related to the perfon, and to the
philofophy of Errcurus, thelatter of which, he has
Teduced into a compleat {yftem

I have now, my Hawmivrtow, curforily gone tho-

| mough the charaflers of fuch ghofts, as-are nominally

) §% fpecified
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