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118 - REMARKS ON THE LIFE

We are compofed of a mind, and of.a body, in-
timately united; and mutually affeting each other,
Their operations indeed are entirely different,  Whe-
ther the immortal {pirit, that enlivens this fine ma-

1perior nature in various bo-

clune, is originally of a
dies (which, I own, feems moft confiftent and agree-
able to the fcale and order of beings) or, whether the
difference depends on a {fymmetry, or peculiar ftructure
of the organs combined with it, is beyond my reach
to determine. It is evidently certain, that the body
is curioufly formed with proper organs to delight, and
fuch as are adapted to all the neceflary ufes of life,
The {pirit animates the whole ; it guides the natura
appetites, and confines them within juft Limits. Buf,
the natural force of this {pirit is often. immerfed in
matter; and the mind becomes fubfervient to paffions,
which it ought to governand dire&. Your friend Ho-
rAcE, although of the Epicurean do&trine, acknow-

Jedges this truth, where he fays,

_/i'fg;:ré'_.e:zﬁ:g':'f hburio divine particulam anre,

It 15 no lefs evidenty that this immortal fpirit has an

independent power of adting, and, when cultivated in

2 proper manner, feemingly quits the corporeal frame
within which it is imprifoned, and foars inte higher,

and more fpacious regions ; where, with an energy,
which I had almoft faid was divine, it ranges among
thofe heavenly bodies, that, in this lower world, are
fcarce vifible to our eyes; and we can at once explain
the diftance, magnitude, and velocity of the pL?;ruat:;f

and




et —

B ——

AND WRITINGS OF DrR/SWIFT. 119

and -can foretel, even to a degree of minutenefs, the
patticular time ‘when a comet will return, and when

the' fta will'be eclipfed in’ the next century. - ‘Thefe
powers certainly evince the dignity of human natare

and the furprifing effetts of the immaterial’ {pirit w 1t11-
in ‘us, which, in-fo confined a flate, can thys d#f-
engage itlelf from the fetters of matter. It 3 from
this pPe—eminence of the foul over the body, that we
are enabled to view the exat order, and curious va-
riety of different beings; to confider, and cultivate
the natural PIOdL"&‘lOH% of the earth; and to admire;
and imitate the wife benevolence which reigns through-
out the whole {yftem of the univerfe. It is from hence,
that we form moral laws for eur conduét., From

hence, we dehght in copvnm that great original, “who,
in his'effence, is utterly incomp: enr;vﬁulc but, in his
influence, 1s powerfully a
his creation. From hence too, we perceive a real

pparent to every degree of

4

beal’t‘\. in virtue, and a diftinQion between good and
2 o

evil. Virtue alts with the utmoft generofity, and with

no view to her own advantage: while vice, like a
glutton, feeds herfelf enormoufly, and then is willing
o difgorge the naufeous offals of her feaft. But I
fhall wander too far, efpecially as I flatter myfelf, that
your mind is fo good, and fo vr!?ﬁ‘--"m.aulcf,u, that you
will more eafily feel, than I can illuftrate, the truth
of thefe aflertions.

Swier deduces his obfervations from wrong prin-

ciples:; for, in his land of Houyhnbnms, he confiders
the foul and body in their moft degenerate, and un-
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126 ~REMARKS ON THE LIFE

cultivated fiate s the former as a flave to the appetites
of the latter. - He feems infenfible of the furprifing
mechanifm, and beauty of every part of the human
compofition. - He forgets the fine defcription which
Ovip gives of mankind.
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in Pamtlrn’ Yanoos he becomes one himfelf. Nar
1s the picture, which he draws of the Houpbninms, in-
viting or amufing, It wants both light and fhade to
adorn it. It is cold and infipid. We there view the

e inftin@s of brutes, unaflifted by any knowledge
pt  letters, alting within their own narrow {phere,
merely for their immediate prefervation. They are
h‘-mpt‘-bie of doing wrong, therefore they at right.

it 1s furely a very low charaer given to creatures, i

whom the author would inﬁ;n‘"*u. fome degree of rea-

fon, that they vhen they have nei-

ther the motive nor the power to aét otherwife, Theit

\-'izt:(zr__; qualities are only negative T Tlimiu.
| o [ ]

amidit all his wrony, muft have confefled, that to mo-

] - &
ferate our PrlﬁLCl"“\n to -extend our mauahincence 10

others, to enlarge our underftanding, and to raife our

idea of the .-";hnf-:_.ﬂzt'; by contemplating his works, 15

not only the bufinefs, but often the pradice, and the
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ftudy of the human mind. It is too certain, that no
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fons,-as are {ufficient to place the dignity of human
nature in an amiable, and exalted ftation. We f;‘»ﬂﬁ:

lament indeed the many inftances of thofe who dege-
nerate, or go aftray from the end and intention of

their being. The true fource of this depravity is of-

en o‘.l.fin...-ﬁ' to the want of education, to the falfe indul-
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gence of parents, or to fome other bad caufes, which
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are conftantly prevalent in every nation. of
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of this romance : but the voyage to the
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travels, and am glad, that, having exhaufted all my
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obfervations on this difagreeable fubje@, I may finifl
my- letter ; efpecially as '.,-*.-3 conclufion of it naturally
turns -y thoughts from' Yauoos, to one of the deareft

‘-'p.—-".r-.--w.-- T have noon earih. vontielf - +0 vwhooy T oo
]-k- AgC5 L Nave Hpon H,_l.u., youriely : to whiom i am L &
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