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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 13 7

of different conditions.  Then follows the proceflion,

moft humouroufly defcribed. ‘The whole s 2 piece of

ndicule: too powerful for the ftrongeft gravity to with-

- flands

, The next tra& is; A fBort wieaw of the flate of Ireland,
: Written in the year 17272, Of this I need take little
notice, fince the prefent ftate of Zreland is, ‘in general,
as flourithing as poflible. Agriculture is cultivated : arté
and {ciences are encouraged : and in the fpace of eigh-
teen years, which is almoft the full time that [ have known

it,no kingdom canbe more improved, Ireland, in relation

of England, maybe compared to a younger fiffer lately
come of age, after having fuffered all the miferies of
an injured minor; fuch as law f{uits, encroachments
upon her property, violation of her rights, deftruion
0f her tenants, and every evil that can be named. At
length, time, and her own noble {pirit of induftry, have
entirely - relieved her, and, fome little ls.c;‘.rt-buming-s
. excepted, flie enjoys the quiet pofieflion of a very ample

fortune, - fubje, by way of acknowledgement, to cer-

tain quit rents, payable to the clder branch of her
| houfe :  and let me add by experience, that toke ber off
| in afl; fhe cannot have a greater fortune than fhe
" deferves,

I {hall not make any comments upon Ax Anfer fs
a Paper called A Menorial of tioe poor Inbabitants, Tradef-
‘ meny and Labourers of the Kingdom of Irelund, wwritten

i the year 1728° The pamphlet which comes next in
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128 REMARKSON THE LIFE

0‘:5_;::' of faccefion, is written with Swira’s ufual pecs

Harity of huniour. The title of itis, A medef Lropofal
or’ preventing the Children . of Poor. Peaple in Ireland,

ji‘:}m being a burden to their Parents or Country; _aud for

making thers beneficial. to the ;.”.'z.f?n;s, auritien in the year
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'1";., windication of bis Excellency Joun Lord CARTE-

RET from ibe nfw:rga ; uring none but Tories, High-
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four frft volames of f Swrrr’s works ; the laft of which
contains abundance of iromical wit, 1 founded upon the
bafis of reafon and good fenfe. But, 1 had almoft for-

wot. that. at the latter end of the volume, therearc

2 Page 262.
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr, SWIFT. 129

three copies of verfes, two of which are addreffed to
the Dean, and the third is his anfwer: the firft bemg
my property, may ferve to conclude this letter. - It was
occafioned by an annual cuftom, which I found purfued
among his friends, of making him a prefent on his
birth-day. As he had admitted me of that number, I
fent him a paper-book, finely bound, in the firft leaf of
which, I wrote the following lines.

Dublin, Nowember 30, 1732.

O thee, dear SwirT, thefe {potlefs leaves I fend ;
Small 1s the prefent, but fincere the friend,
Think not {o poor a book below thy care,
Who knows the price that thou canft make it bear?
Tho’ tawdry now, and like T'yRILLA’s face,
The fpecious front fhines out with borrow'd grace :
Tho' pafte-boards glittering like a tinfel'd coat,
A rafa tabula within denote ;
Yetif a venal and corrupted age,
And modern vices fhould provoke thy rage;
If warn'd once more by their impending fate,
A finking country and an injur'd ftate,
Thy great affiftance thould again demand,
And call forth reafon to defend the land ;
Then fhall we view thefe fheets with glad furprize,
I‘:‘:i'pir’d with thought, and {peaking to our eyes :
Each vacant fpace fhall then, enrich'd, difpenfe
rrm: force of eloquence, and nervous {fenfe;
Inform the judgement, animate the heart,
And facred rules of policy unpart,
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